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Use of River and Lake Beds  
 

RULES 

1
4

3
 

Existing structures 
 

Advisory note: Rules 52-57; 59; 61 & 64 of this Plan do not apply to existing structures on river and lake beds associated with plantation forestry activities regulated under the Resource Management 
(National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 (NES-PF). The NES-PF regulations prevail over these rules in relation to plantation forestry.36 

 
Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 

Reference 
Use of existing structures 
in, on, under, or over the 
bed of a river or lake 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
existing structures on river 
and lake beds regulated by 
the NES-PF. 

52  Structure was lawfully established and in use at the date of 
public notification of this Plan; 

 Structure must not restrict the passage of fish;  
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat. 

Permitted    

 

                                                           
36 The NES-PF regulations that prevail over the Plan rules identified above include Regulations 37 to 49 and 87-92. 



 

 

 

 Use of River and Lake Beds  RULES 

1
4

4
 

Maintenance of structures  
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Maintenance, repair 
reconstruction or minor 
upgrading of a structure, 
in, on, under, or over the 
bed of a river or lake. 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
maintenance of structures on 
river and lake beds regulated 
by the NES-PF. 

53  Activity is for the purpose of maintaining structure in good repair 
or working order or for minor upgrading;  

 No contaminants shall be released to the river or lake bed from 
equipment being used for the activity, and no refuelling of 
equipment shall take place on any area of the river or lake bed; 

 Sediment disturbance shall not give rise to a decrease in  visual 
clarity of water on more than 50% beyond a zone of reasonable 
mixing37 that is persistent and ongoing;  

 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 
instream habitat; 

 All material removed from the structure and excess construction 
materials must be removed from the bed;  

 Water diverted from the structure, for the purposes of carrying 
out the activity, shall be for a period of no more than 48 hrs; 

 Disturbance of the bed is the minimum necessary to carry out 
the required works.   

Permitted    

Maintenance, repair, 
alteration, reconstruction 
or minor upgrading of an 
existing structure, in, on, 
under, or over the bed of 
a river or lake, that does 
not meet the conditions of 
Rule 53 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
maintenance of structures on 
river and lake beds regulated 
by the NES-PF.  

54  Activity is for the purpose of maintaining structure in good repair 
or working order or for minor upgrading. 

 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without 
written 
approval 

 Effects on water quality; 
 Effects on aquatic ecosystems; 
 Effects on the values of the waterbody; 
 Disturbance of the bed; 
 The method and timing of works; 
 Duration of consent; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of 

the review; 
 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions. 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.2, 
6.6.3, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9 

                                                           
37 Decrease in visual clarity will be measured using the standard black disc measure. 



 

 
 

 

Use of River and Lake Beds  
 

RULES 

1
4
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Removal of structures 
 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Removal, demolition or 
decommissioning of a 
structure, or any part of a 
structure, in, on, under, or 
over the bed of a river or 
lake 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
removal of structures on river 
and lake beds regulated by 
the NES-PF. 
 
 

55  There shall be no use of explosives in the water; 
 Structure does not alter the existing level of the bed by more 

than 500mm in vertical height; 
 Channel width of river (measured from bank to bank) is no 

greater than 10m; 
 Structure, or part of the structure being removed, must be 

completely removed from the bed; 
 The structure is not on or in an area listed on the Historic Places 

Trust Register or an identified wāhi tapu; 
 No significant erosion, scour or deposition results from the 

removal or demolition of the structure; 
 Disturbance of the bed is the minimum necessary to carry out 

the required works; 
 Between 1 May and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 

any part of the bed covered by water; 
 Sediment disturbance shall not conspicuously change the visual 

clarity of the water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing38; 
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat;  
 No contaminants shall be released to the river or lake bed from 

equipment being used for the activity, and no refuelling of 
equipment shall take place on any area of the river or lake bed; 

 The Taranaki Regional Council shall be informed that the 
removal or demolition activity is to occur, at least two working 
days prior to its commencement. 

Permitted    

 

                                                           
38 See definition in section 2 of the Plan. 
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1
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Removal of structures (continued) 
 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Removal, demolition or 
decommissioning of a 
structure, or any part of a 
structure, in, on, under, or 
over the bed of a river or 
lake, which does not meet 
the conditions of Rule 55 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
removal of structures on river 
and lake beds regulated by 
the NES-PF. 

56  Structure, or part of the structure being removed, must be 
completely removed from the bed. 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without 
written 
approval 

 Duration of consent; 
 Removal of accumulated sediment or bed material;  
 Effects on water quality, aquatic ecosystems, and the 

relationship of Tangata Whenua with the water body; 
 The diversion of water; 
 Disturbance of the bed; 
 Method and timing of works; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of 

the review; 
 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions.  

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.2, 
6.6.3, 6.6.6, 
6.6.7, 6.6.9 
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Use of River and Lake Beds 

  

RULES 

Access structures 
 

 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Construction, placement 
and use of a culvert, ford 
or bridge in, on, under or 
over the bed of a river39 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
access structures on river and 
lake beds regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

57  Cross sectional area of the river bed on or over which the 
culvert, ford or bridge is to be placed (measured from the top of 
each bank) is no greater than 10m2; 

 Structure shall not alter the natural course of the river nor reduce 
channel capacity to convey flood flows; 

 No significant erosion, scour or deposition results from 
placement of the structure; 

 Structure shall not restrict the passage of fish; 
 Excess construction materials shall be removed from the bed; 
 Sediment disturbance shall not conspicuously change the visual 

clarity of the water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing40; 
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works;  
 No contaminants shall be released to the river bed from 

equipment being used for the activity, and no refuelling of 
equipment shall take place on any area of the river bed; 

 Between 1 May and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 
any part of the bed covered by water;  

 The Taranaki Regional Council shall be informed that the 
placement of the structure is to occur, at least two working days 
prior to the commencement of works;    

 Culvert is not greater than 1m in diameter, with no more than 1m 
of fill over the culvert (measured from the bed level to the crest of 
the fill);  

 Culvert is not greater than 25m in length;  
 Ford raises the level of the bed no more than 300mm;  
 Bridge has no abutments or piers fixed in or on the bed; 
 Bridge soffit is placed level with or above adjoining ground level 

at the top of the bank; 
 No culverts shall be constructed, placed or used within a defined 

urban catchment41. 

Permitted    
 

 
  

                                                           
39 Bridges may require a building consent from the relevant territorial authority under the Building Act 1991. 

40 See definition in Section 2 of the Plan. 

41 Defined urban catchments are contained in Appendix IX of the Plan. 
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 Use of River and Lake Beds  RULES 

 

Access structures (continued) 
 

 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Construction, placement 
and use of culverts within 
defined urban 
catchments42 
 
 

58  Structure shall not alter the natural course of the river nor reduce 
channel capacity to convey flood flows; 

 Structure shall not restrict the passage of fish; 
 No significant erosion, scour or deposition shall result from the 

placement of the structure; 
 Excess construction materials shall be removed from the bed; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works. 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without 
written 
approval 

 Effects on water quality; 
 Effects on aquatic ecosystems; 
 Effects on the values of the waterbody; 
 Disturbance of the bed; 
 Deposition on the bed; 
 Design of the structure; 
 The location, method and timing of works; 
 Duration of consent; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of 

the review; 
 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions. 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.2, 
6.6.3, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9 

                                                           
42 Defined urban catchments are contained in Appendix IX of the Plan. 
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Use of River and Lake Beds 

  

RULES 

Barrier structures 
 

 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Construction, placement 
and use of a dam43, weir, 
bed level control, or silt 
retention structure, that 
impounds water, in or on 
the bed of a river or lake  
 
Note: This rule excludes 
barrier structures on river and 
lake beds regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

59  Structure has a maximum wall height (measured vertically from 
the downstream bed to the crest) of not more than 3m; 

 Catchment area upstream of the structure is not more than 25ha; 
 Structure must have an auxiliary spillway which is capable of 

conveying flood flows; 
 Structure must not impound water beyond the property on which 

it is built, unless agreed to in writing by any affected property 
owner(s); 

 No takes for domestic use, stock-watering, fire-fighting, or any 
other take authorised by a resource consent, shall be restricted 
by the construction, placement and use of the structure; 

 Structure must not alter the natural course of the river nor reduce 
channel capacity to convey flood flows;  

 No significant erosion, scour or deposition shall result from 
placement of the structure; 

 No contaminants shall be released to the river or lake bed from 
equipment being used for the activity, and no refuelling of 
equipment shall take place on any area of the river or lake bed; 

 Excess construction materials shall be removed from the bed; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works; 
 Between 1 May and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 

any part of the bed covered by water; 
 Sediment disturbance shall not conspicuously change the visual 

clarity of the water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing44; 
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat; 
 Structure shall not restrict the passage of fish;  
 The Taranaki Regional Council shall be informed that the 

placement of the structure is to occur, at least two working days 
prior to the commencement of works.  

Permitted    

 

                                                           
43 Dams greater than three metres in height require a building consent from the relevant territorial authority under the Building Act 1991. 
 
44 See definition in Section 2 of the Plan. 
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 Use of River and Lake Beds  RULES 

Other structures 
 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Construction, placement 
and use of structures 
undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Taranaki 
Regional Council  for the 
purpose of river and flood 
control 
 
 

60  No significant erosion, flooding scour or deposition shall result or 
be likely to result from placement of the structure; 

 Works shall not cause a navigational hazard; 
 Excess construction materials shall be removed from the bed; 
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works;  
 The Taranaki Regional Council shall be informed that the works 

are to occur, at least two working days prior to the 
commencement of works; 

 Sediment disturbance shall not conspicuously change the visual 
clarity of water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing. 

Permitted    

Construction, placement 
and use of structures in, 
on, under or over the bed 
of a river or lake, 
excluding structures 
provided for in Rules 57-
60 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
other structures on river and 
lake beds regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

61  Structures for the conveyance of stormwater shall be no greater 
than 150mm in diameter; 

 Structure shall not cause a navigational hazard; 
 Structure does not alter the natural course of the river nor reduce 

channel capacity during flood flows; 
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat; 
 Structure does not cause significant erosion, scour or deposition; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works; 
 No contaminants shall be released to the river or lake bed from 

equipment being used for the activity, and no refuelling of 
equipment shall take place on any area of the river or lake bed; 

 Between 1 May and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 
any part of the bed covered by water; 

 Sediment disturbance will not conspicuously change the visual 
clarity of water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing45; 

 All construction materials shall be removed from the bed;  
 Water is only diverted to the extent, and for the period, 

necessary to carry out the works; 
 Structure shall not restrict the passage of fish. 

Permitted    

                                                           
45 See definition in Section 2 of the Plan. 
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Use of River and Lake Beds 

  

RULES 

Other structures (continued) 
 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Construction, placement 
and use of structures for 
the purpose of river and 
flood control in, on, under 
or over the bed of a river 
or lake which cannot meet 
the conditions of Rule 60 
 
 

62  Length of structure shall be no more than 15 metres; 
 Structure shall not result in any flooding or erosion of any 

properties; 
 No significant erosion or scour shall result or be likely to result 

from placement of the structure; 
 Excess construction materials shall be removed from the bed. 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without written 
approval 

 Effects on water quality; 
 Effects on aquatic ecosystems; 
 Effects on the values of the waterbody; 
 Disturbance of the bed; 
 Deposition on the bed; 
 Design of the structure; 
 Future extensions of the structure; 
 The location, method and timing of works; 
 Duration of consent; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of the 

review; 
 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions. 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.2, 
6.6.3, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9, 6.6.10 

Construction, placement 
and use of piped or 
channelled stormwater 
structures in, on, under or 
over the bed of a river or 
lake in a defined urban 
catchment as shown in 
Appendix IX which does 
not meet the conditions of 
Rule 61 

63  Structure has an internal diameter of 900mm or less, or an 
equivalent cross sectional area; 

 An outfall structure shall extend no greater than 1 metre out from 
the toe of the bank and shall not cause a navigational hazard; 

 No significant erosion, scour or deposition results from 
placement of the structure or the discharge from it; 

 Excess construction materials shall be removed from the bed; 
 Disturbance of the bed must be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works. 
 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without written 
approval 

 Effects on water quality; 
 Effects on aquatic ecosystems; 
 Effects on the values of the waterbody; 
 Disturbance of the bed; 
 Deposition on the bed; 
 Design of the structure; 
 The location, method and timing of works; 
 Duration of consent; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of the 

review; 
 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions. 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.2, 
6.6.3, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9 

Construction, placement 
and use of any structure 
that does not meet the 
standards, terms and 
conditions of Rules 52-63 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
other structures on river and 
lake beds regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

64  Discretionary   3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.2, 
6.6.3, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9, 6.6.10 
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 Use of River and Lake Beds  RULES 

 

Plants 
 

Advisory note: Rules 65-68 of this Plan do not apply to planting and removal of vegetation associated with plantation forestry activities regulated under the Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 (NES-PF). The NES-PF regulations prevail over these rules in relation to plantation forestry.46 
 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Removal of vegetation 
from the bed of a river or 
lake for the purpose of 
river and flood control 
(excluding activities 
covered by Rule 78)  
 
Note: This rule excludes 
planting and removal of 
vegetation regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

65  Vegetation removed must be completely removed from the bed; 
 Disturbance of the bed is the minimum necessary to carry out 

the works; 
 Removal of vegetation does not have significant adverse effects 

on aquatic life and instream habitat; 
 Sediment disturbance shall not conspicuously change the visual 

clarity of water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing. 

Permitted    

The trimming and 
clearance of vegetation in 
the bed of a river or lake 
associated with the safe 
and efficient operation of 
bridges, pipelines, 
cableways  and 
transmission and 
telecommunication lines  
 
Note: This rule excludes 
planting and removal of 
vegetation regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

66  Vegetation removed must be completely removed from the bed; 
 Sediment disturbance will not conspicuously change the visual 

clarity of water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing; 
 Disturbance of the bed is the minimum necessary to carry out 

the works; 
 No contaminants shall be released to the river or lake bed from 

equipment being used for the activity, and no refuelling of 
equipment shall take place on any area of the river or lake bed; 

 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 
instream habitat. 

Permitted    

Removal of vegetation 
from the bed of human-
made lakes 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
planting and removal of 
vegetation regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

67  Vegetation removed shall be completely removed from the bed; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the works; 
 The best practicable option shall be adopted at all times to 

prevent or minimise any actual or potential adverse effect on the 
environment arising from any disturbance activities. 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without 
written 
approval 

 Effects on water quality; 
 Effects on aquatic ecosystems; 
 Effects on the values of the waterbody; 
 Disturbance of the bed; 
 Deposition on the bed; 
 The location, method and timing of the activity; 
 Duration of consent; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of 

the review; 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.4, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9, 6.6.10 

                                                           
46 The NES-PF regulations that prevail over the Plan rules identified above include Regulations 12; 14(3); 16(2); 17(1), (3) & (4). 
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Use of River and Lake Beds 

  

RULES 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions. 

Planting, introduction or 
removal of vegetation 
from within the bed of a 
river or lake that is not 
provided for or does not 
meet the conditions of 
Rules 65-67 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
planting and removal of 
vegetation regulated by the 
NES-PF. 

68  Discretionary May be non-
notified  

 3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.4, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9, 6.6.10 
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 Use of River and Lake Beds  RULES 

Other uses of river and lake beds 
 

Advisory note: Rules 69, 74 and 76 of this Plan do not apply to other uses of river and lake beds associated with plantation forestry activities regulated under the Resource Management (National 
Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 (NES-PF). The NES-PF regulations prevail over these rules in relation to plantation forestry.47 
 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

The clearance or removal 
of debris48 from the bed of 
a river or lake for the 
purpose of river and 
flooding control 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
other uses of river and lake 
beds regulated by the NES-
PF. 
 
 

69  Debris shall not include sand, gravel or other bed material; 
 Debris cleared must be completely removed from the bed; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to 

reduce the threat of flooding or erosion to an acceptable level; 
 Between 1 May and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 

any part of the bed covered by water; 
 Activity shall not alter the natural course of the river; 
 No erosion, scour or deposition shall result from the clearance;  
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat. 

Permitted    

Extraction of sand or 
gravel from the bed of a 
river for domestic or on-
farm purposes 
 
 

70  Sand or gravel is for private use on the property from which it is 
extracted; 

 Quantity of bed material extracted is no greater than 15m3/yr; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works; 
 Between 1 May and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 

any part of the bed covered by water; 
 Sand or gravel is extracted from an area of the river bed not 

covered by water at the time of extraction; 
 Area from which sand or gravel is extracted is levelled out so 

that no mounds or depressions remain. 

 Permitted    

 

                                                           
47 The NES-PF regulations that prevail over the Plan rules identified above include Regulations 54(3); 55; 56; 59; 60(3) & (4); 61(5); 65; 68; 69; 70(3) & (4); & 71; 74; 75; 83(2); and 84-92. 

48 Debris is material that may be obstructing river flows or causing a nuisance and includes tree trunks and branches, structures or parts of structures and dead stock (see Section 2 of this Plan for definition).  
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Use of River and Lake Beds 

  

RULES 

Other uses of river and lake beds (continued) 
 

Activity  rule  standards/terms/conditions  classification  notification Control/discretion  Policy 
 reference 

Extraction of sand, gravel, 
aggregate or rocks  from 
a river or lake bed, or the 
recontouring of the bed, 
for flood and river control 
purposes carried out by or 
on behalf of the Taranaki 
Regional Council  
 
 

71  Extraction or recontouring must not restrict the passage of fish; 
 Between 1 may and 31 October there shall be no disturbance of 

any part of the bed covered by water; 
 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 

instream habitat; 
 Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 

out the required works; 
 The Taranaki Regional Council shall be informed that the works 

are to occur, at least two working days prior to the 
commencement of works; 

 Sediment disturbance shall not conspicuously change the visual 
clarity of water beyond a zone of reasonable mixing. 

Permitted    

Extraction of sand, gravel, 
aggregate or rocks  from: 
 the bed of a lake that is 

not provided for or does 
not meet the conditions 
of Rules 70 and 71 or49,  

 a river that does not 
meet the conditions of 
Rules 70 and 71 

72  Discretionary   3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.5, 6.6.6, 
6.6.9, 6.6.10 

Extraction of sand, gravel, 
aggregate or rocks from 
the bed of a river for 
purposes other than those 
specified in Rules 70 and 
71 

73  Prohibited    

 

                                                           
49 Where extraction occurs outside of a river or lake bed and groundwater seepage and stormwater accumulates, the extraction of material is not considered to be occurring from the bed of a lake.  
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 Use of River and Lake Beds  RULES 

Other uses of river and lake beds (continued)  
 

activity  rule  standards/terms/conditions  classification  notification Control/discretion  Policy 
 reference 

Realignment or 
modification of a stream 
or river  
 
Note: This rule excludes 
other uses of river and lake 
beds regulated by the NES-
PF. 

74  Catchment area upstream of the realignment or modification is 
no more than 25ha; 

 Drainage channel shall be no greater than 4m2 in cross-sectional 
area; 

 Length of stream or river to be realigned or modified shall not 
exceed 200m;50  

 No significant erosion, scour or deposition shall result or be liable 
to result from channel modification; 

 Realignment or modification shall not restrict the passage of fish;  
 Realignment or modification shall not cause flooding or erosion 

of downstream or adjacent properties; 
 Disturbance of the bed is the minimum necessary to carry out 

the required works;  
 The Taranaki Regional Council shall be informed that the 

realignment or channel modification work is to occur, at least two 
working days prior to its commencement; 

 There shall be no significant adverse effects on aquatic life or 
instream habitat. 

Permitted    

Disturbance of the beds of 
human-made lakes by 
dredging 

75  Disturbance of the bed shall be the minimum necessary to carry 
out the required works; 

 The best practicable option shall be adopted at all times to 
prevent or minimise any actual or potential effect on the 
environment arising from any disturbance activities. 

Controlled May be non-
notified 
without 
written 
approval 

 Effects on water quality; 
 Effects on aquatic ecosystems; 
 Effects on the values of the waterbody; 
 Disturbance of the bed 
 Deposition on the bed 
 The location, method and timing of the activity; 
 Duration of consent; 
 Monitoring and reporting requirements; 
 Review of consent conditions and the timing and purpose of 

the review; 
 Payment of administrative charges; 
 Payment of financial contributions. 

3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.9 

 
 
 

                                                           
50 For the purpose of this rule the length of river or stream to be realigned or modified is defined as the length of river or stream on any particular property or contiguous property and includes any length of realignment or 

modification undertaken since the date that the Plan became operative. 
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Use of River and Lake Beds 

  

RULES 

Other uses of river and lake beds (continued) 

Activity  Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions  Classification  Notification Control/Discretion  Policy 
 Reference 

Excavation, drilling, 
tunnelling, deposition of 
any substance, 
reclamation, and any 
other disturbance of the 
bed of a river or lake 
which is not provided for 
or does not meet the 
conditions of Rules 69, 74 
and 75 
 
Note: This rule excludes 
other uses of river and lake 
beds regulated by the NES-
PF. 

76  Discretionary   3.1.2, 3.1.3, 
3.1.4, 3.1.5, 
3.1.6, 3.1.7, 
3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3, 4.1.1, 
4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4, 4.1.5, 
4.1.6, 5.1.1, 
6.6.1, 6.6.9 
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