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Preface 
This document – the Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki – is the second Air Quality Plan to be prepared 

by the Taranaki Regional Council.  It is an important document because it sets out the strategic direction 

that the Council and the wider community will take to promote the sustainable management of natural and 

physical resources insofar as these resources are affected by discharges to air.  The Regional Air Quality 

Plan also sets out the strategic direction for integrated management in Taranaki between the Taranaki 

Regional Council and the three district councils.  

 

The Regional Air Quality Plan draws on the comprehensive state of the environment monitoring 

programmes put in place by the Taranaki Regional Council subsequent to the adoption of the first Regional 

Air Quality Plan in 1997.   

 

Air quality within Taranaki is of a high natural standard.  Clean fresh air is an important and valued part of 

the quality of life all residents enjoy.  However, a number of activities within the region have the potential to 

cause air pollution with unwanted and undesirable effects on the environment and on human health and 

wellbeing.  

 

Industries, intensive farming, agriculture and waste management processes may all affect air quality in the 

region.  The Regional Air Quality Plan puts a process in place to prevent and/or minimise the effects of 

these activities on air quality whilst at the same time enabling their contribution to our economic and social 

well-being to continue.  

 

The challenge now is to continue with our successful policies and programmes and identify opportunities to 

further improve environmental standards and conditions.  

 

With that in mind, I have great pleasure in presenting the Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki.  The 

Taranaki Regional Council looks forward to working with you and to continuing our efforts towards a 

sustainable and prosperous Taranaki.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

D N MacLeod  

Chairman 

Taranaki Regional Council  
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Reader’s Guide 

 

How the plan works  
 

The plan is divided into seven sections.  

 

Section 1.0 sets the boundaries of the plan's jurisdiction.  

 

Section 2.0 contains definitions of terms that are used in the plan.  

 

Sections 3.0 and 4.0 are the critical sections of the plan.  

 

Section 3.0 contains:  

 

 an overview of the air quality issues in the region;  

 objectives sought for air quality in the Taranaki region; 

 the policies to implement the objectives; and 

 the general methods used to achieve the objectives. 

 

The policies in the plan are an important component of the plan. The policies serve a number of purposes: 

 

 they contain ‘criteria’ to guide the exercise of the Council's discretion and its decision-making on discharge to 

air permit applications by identifying the environmental effects of particular concern to the Council; 

 they state the Council's position on the acceptability or otherwise of those environmental effects; and 

 they state general courses of action the Council will adopt to address particular effects or the effects of 

particular activities. 

 

Section 4.0 contains regional rules. Rules control the discharge of contaminants to air. They set out standards, terms 

or conditions for the discharge. The regional rules also set out whether discharges to air are permitted or require an 

application to be made to the Council for consent to discharge to air. 

 

The regional rules are divided into six groupings which apply throughout the Taranaki region except the coastal marine 

area. (Discharges to air in the coastal marine area are dealt with in the Regional Coastal Plan for Taranaki). The six 

groupings of rules cover the following sources of contaminants or activities discharging to air: 

 

 discharges from industrial or trade premises (excluding waste management processes); 

 discharges from industrial or trade premises or other places or sources: waste management processes; 

 discharges from land: site development, earthworks or the application of soil conditioners; 

 discharges from aquaculture or intensive farming processes;  

 discharges from the spraying of agrichemicals on production land and within public amenity areas or roadside 

or railside verges; and 

 discharges from the burning of vegetation on production or forested land, or from the burning of tyres and 

untreated used oil, or fire training activities or fire safety research or education purposes.   

 

The rules are closely linked to the policies which provide guidance on discharge to air permit decisions. 

 

For the purpose of clarification, note that Rules 56, 58, 59 and 60 do not apply to plantation forestry activities covered 

by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017.  

 

When no rules apply to the discharge of contaminants to air, the Council may use other methods to achieve the 

objectives and implement the policies in the plan. These methods are listed in Section 3.0 after the policies. 

 

Section 5.0 of the plan sets out information that must be supplied by applicants for a permit to discharge 

contaminants to air. 

 

Sections 6.0 and 7.0 set out administrative procedures required by law on financial contributions, cross-boundary 

issues, monitoring and review of the plan. 

 

Guide to consent applicants  
 

This section of the readers’ guide explains, in brief, how to find out whether a discharge of contaminants to air is 

regulated by the plan, and if so, the steps to be taken in applying for a discharge to air permit. 

 

Step One: Consider whether there is a discharge of contaminants to air.  
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Step Two: If no, an air permit is not required.  

 

 If yes, find out whether the discharge is from industrial or trade premises, from waste management 

processes, or from intensive farming or aquaculture processes, involves the discharge to air of 

agrichemicals, or the burning of vegetation on production or forested land, or the burning of tyres or 

untreated used oil or fire training activities or fire safety research or education purposes. Refer to the 

definitions in Section 2.0 of the Plan.  

 

Step Three: If the discharge: 

 

a) is from an industrial or trade premises (excluding waste management processes, as dealt with 

separately), break the activity down into parts. Consider whether the activity involves one or more of the 

following: 

i) the discharge to air of contaminants from combustion, whether on industrial or trade premises or 

production land (if so, refer to Rules 1 to 7); 

ii) the discharge to air of contaminants from the combustion of materials containing metals (if so, refer 

to Rule 8); 

iii) the discharge to air of contaminants from hydrocarbon  well sites or gas treatment or production 

plants (if so, refer to Rules 9 to 12);  

iv) the discharge to air of contaminants incidental to trade processes as listed in Rules 13 to 16  (if so, 

refer to those Rules); 

v) abrasive blasting processes (if so, refer to Rules 17 to 21); 

vi) other moveable or fixed industrial sources as described in Rules 22 to 23 (if so, refer to those 

Rules); 

vii) the discharge to air of heat or water vapour from a fixed source (if so, refer to Rules 24 to 28); or 

viii) involves the use of fumigants (if so, refer to Rule 29). 

 

b) is from waste management processes (if so refer to Rules 30 to 41).  

 

c) is from site development, earthworks or the application of soil conditioners (if so, refer to Rules 42 to 

45). 

 

d) is from aquacultural or intensive farming processes, break the activity down into parts.  Consider 

whether the activity involves one or more of the following: 

i) the discharge to air of contaminants from aquacultural processes (if so, refer to Rule 46); 

ii) the discharge to air of contaminants from intensive pig farming (if so, refer to Rules 47 to 50); and 

iii) the discharge to air of contaminants from intensive poultry farming (if so, refer to Rules 51 to 54).

  

 

e) is from any other industrial or trade premises not listed in any other rule or where the activity is listed in 

a rule but the standards, terms or conditions for that rule cannot be met OR  

    

is from production land, waste management processes, site development, earthworks, the application of 

soil conditioners, aquacultural or intensive farming processes where the activity is listed in a rule but the 

standards, terms or conditions for that rule cannot be met. 

 

            (if so, Refer to Rule 55). 

 

f) involves the spraying of agrichemicals on production land or within public amenity areas or roadside or 

railside verges (if so, refer to Rules 56 to 58); 

 

g) involves the burning of vegetation on production or forested land (if so, refer to Rules 59 and 60);  

 

h) involves the burning of tyres or untreated used oil (if so, refer to Rule 61); or 

 

i) is from fire training or fire safety research or education purposes (if so, refer to 62 and 63).   

 

Note: if a discharge is from industrial or trade premises, it will require a discharge to air permit from the Taranaki 

Regional Council unless the plan expressly permits the discharge, in which case no permit is required. If there are no 

relevant rules in this plan applying to a discharge and the discharge is not from an industrial or trade premises, then 

the discharge activity does not require a discharge to air permit from the Taranaki Regional Council.  

 

Step Four  If the activity is covered by rules in the plan, how is each part of the activity classified? (Note: if the 

‘activity’ is made up of several parts, several rules and classifications may apply.) 

 

a) If it is permitted, the activity can be carried out provided the conditions are met.    
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b) If it is controlled, a discharge to air permit is needed and the Council must grant the permit if the 

standards and terms are met. 

 

c) If it is restricted discretionary, a discharge to air permit is needed, and the Council will decide whether to 

grant the consent.  However, in deciding whether to grant consent, the Council is restricted to exercising 

its discretion over the list of matters specified in the ‘control/discretion’ column of the rule.  

 

d) If it is discretionary, a discharge to air permit is needed, and the Council will decide whether to grant the 

permit. This will usually depend on the effects of the activity and how well the proposed activity fits in 

with the policies in the Plan. 

 

e) If it is non-complying, a discharge to air permit is needed. The Council cannot grant a consent unless the 

effects of the activity are minor or the activity is not contrary to the objectives and policies of the plan. 

Even if this test is satisfied, the Council retains a discretion to grant or refuse a consent for the activity. 

 

f) If it is prohibited, the activity cannot proceed, and no discharge to air permit can be applied for. 

 

Figure 1 (on page xii of the Plan) shows a simplified version of how the activity classifications work. Neither it nor this 

discussion can be treated as an exact substitute for the provisions of the Act. 

 

Step Five If any parts of the activity require a discharge to air permit: 

 

a) check the policies referenced in the rule tables to find out which effects are of concern; and 

 

b) check the policies in Section 3 regarding Māori values; then 

 

c) prepare a document which describes the assessment of effects on the environment under Section 5.2 of 

the Plan; and 

 

d) make your discharge to air permit applications to the Taranaki Regional Council, and include the 

assessment of effects on the environment and any other information required under Section 5.0 of this 

Plan. Pre-application consultation with the Council is also recommended. Application forms can be 

obtained from the Taranaki Regional Council’s website www.trc.govt.nz , from the Council office at 47 

Cloten Road, Stratford or by phoning the Taranaki Regional Council on (06) 765 7127. 

 

You may wish to consult with any people likely to be affected by your activity, including tangata whenua if their 

interests are affected. 

 

Step Six If in doubt, particularly regarding the information requirements of Step Five above, or the classification of 

your activity, telephone the Consents Section at the Taranaki Regional Council on:  

 (06) 765 7127. 

http://www.trc.govt.nz/
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Figure 1:  Activity classification  

 



  1  Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki 

1  Introduction 

 

1.1 Title 
 

This regional air quality plan is known as the 

‘Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki’ (the ‘Plan’). 

 

1.2  Purpose 
 

The purpose of this Plan is to assist the Taranaki 

Regional Council to carry out its functions under the 

Act to promote the sustainable management of the 

air resource of the Taranaki region. 

 

1.3  Operative date 
 

This Regional Air Quality Plan is the second regional 

policy statement to be prepared by the Taranaki 

Regional Council and became operative on 25 July 

2011.  The Regional Air Quality Plan will be fully 

reviewed not later than 10 years from the date this 

Plan became operative.  A five-year interim review 

will be undertaken of the results of monitoring the 

efficiency and effectiveness of the policies and 

methods in the Regional Air Quality Plan.  

 

1.4  Area of effect 
 

This plan has effect over the Taranaki Region, 

shown on SO Plan No. 13043 deposited with the 

Chief Surveyor of the Taranaki Land District, but 

does not have effect over the coastal marine area of 

the Taranaki Region.1  

 

1.5  Statutory restrictions on  
activities 
 

Section 15 of the Resource Management Act 1991 

restricts the discharge of contaminants into the 

environment, including discharges of contaminants 

into air. Those restrictions are outlined here for the 

benefit of plan users. 

 

15.      Discharge of contaminants into environment 

 

 (1) No person may discharge any - 

a) Contaminant or water into water; or 

b) Contaminant onto or into land in 

circumstances which may result in that 

contaminant (or any other contaminant 

emanating as a result of natural 

processes from that contaminant) 

entering water; or 

c) Contaminant from any industrial or trade 

premises into air; or 

d) Contaminant from any industrial or trade 

premises onto or into land - 

                                                                 
1 The Regional Coastal Plan for Taranaki (1997), prepared 

and administered by the Taranaki Regional Council has 

effect in the coastal marine area of the Taranaki region.  
2 The title of these Regulations, previously “Resource 

Management (National Environmental Standards Relating 

 

unless the discharge is expressly allowed by 

a rule in a regional plan and in any relevant  

proposed regional plan, a resource consent, 

or regulations. 

 

(2) No person may discharge any contaminant 

into the air, or into or onto land, from- 

a) Any place; or 

b) Any other source, whether moveable or 

not –  

in a manner that contravenes a rule in a regional 

plan or proposed regional plan unless the discharge 

is expressly allowed by a resource consent or 

allowed by Section 20A (certain existing lawful 

activities allowed). 

 

(3) This section shall not apply to anything to 

which section 15A or section 15B applies.  

 

The effect of Section 15(1) of the Act is that if the 

discharge of contaminants to air is from any 

industrial or trade premises (defined in Section 2.0 

of this plan) then the discharge is allowed only if it is 

authorised by a resource consent obtained from the 

Taranaki Regional Council or by a rule in a regional 

plan or proposed regional plan, or by regulations.  

 

Section 15(2) of the Act provides that discharges to 

air from any other source are regulated only if 

covered by a rule in this plan. This means that 

discharges to air from places that are not industrial 

or trade premises (including farmland, residential 

properties and all moveable sources) are allowed, 

unless a rule in a regional plan or proposed regional 

plan provides otherwise. 

 

Notwithstanding section 15(2) of the Act, section 

15A(1)(b) of the Act addresses incineration of waste 

in the coastal marine area, and section 15B of the 

Act addresses the discharge of harmful substances 

from ships or offshore installations.  As stated in 

section 1.4 of this Plan, this Plan does not have 

effect over the coastal marine area, so it does not 

cover discharges under sections 15A and 15B.  

 

1.5.1 National Environmental 
Standards 
 

National Environmental Standards (NES) are 

regulations issued under Section 43 and 44 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 by the 

Government.  NES’s prescribe technical standards, 

methods or requirements for environment matters.   

 

Resource Management (National 
Environmental Standards [for Air 
Quality]) Regulations 20042 

to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins, and Other Toxics) 

Regulations 2004” was amended, as from 1 June 2011, by 

reg 4(1)(a) Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Air Quality) Amendment 

Regulations 2011 (SR 2011/103) by substituting “for Air 
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The Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004 were 

applied nationally from 8 October 2004 - meaning 

that in regard to ambient air quality, each local 

authority must enforce the same minimum 

standards. 

 

14 standards were introduced.  They are: 

 

 Seven activity standards that ban various 

activities that discharge unacceptable 

quantities of dioxins and other toxics into the 

air.  The activities are listed below: 

- landfill fires  

- burning of tyres in the open 

- bitumen burning for road 

maintenance  

- burning of coated wire in the open  

- burning of oil in the open 

- high temperature hazardous waste 

incinerators (note: this does not apply 

if the incinerator is a crematorium or 

located at 89 Paritutu Road New 

Plymouth)3 

- school/healthcare incinerators unless 

resource consent obtained.   

 

 Five ambient air quality standards for carbon 

monoxide (CO), fine particles (PM10), nitrogen 

dioxide (NO2), sulphur dioxide (SO2) and ozone 

(03).   

 

The standards require the following: 

 

- an ambient air quality concentration of 10 

mg/m3 (eight-hour average) for carbon 

monoxide (CO).  One exceedance allowed in a 

12-month period.  

 

- an ambient air quality concentration limit of 

200 µg/m3 (one-hour average) for NO2.   Nine 

exceedances allowed in a 12-month period.  

 

- an ambient air quality concentration limit of 

150 µg/m3 (one-hour average) for O3.  The 

standard must be met for 100 per cent of the 

time with no allowable exceedances. 

 

- an ambient air quality concentration limit of 50 

µg/m3 for fine particles (PM10) as a 24-hour 

average.   One exceedance allowed in a 12-

month period.  

 

- an ambient air quality concentration limit of 

350 µg/m3 (one-hour average) for SO2. Nine 

exceedances allowed in a 12-month period.  

 

- a maximum ambient air quality concentration 

limit of 570 µg/m3 (one-hour average) for SO2.  

This must be met for 100 per cent of the time 

with no allowable exceedances.  

                                                                 
Quality” for “Relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins, and 

Other Toxics”. 
3 There are also an additional two locations outside of 

Taranaki that the ban does not apply to (refer to NES).  
4 The title of these Regulations, previously “Resource 

Management (National Environmental Standards Relating 

to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins, and Other Toxics) 

 

 A design standard for new small-scale 

domestic wood-burning appliances, and the 

discharge from certain open fires prohibited.  

 

 A requirement for landfills over 1 million 

tonnes of refuse to collect greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 

The requirements of the NES are in addition to those 

given in this Plan.   

 

Users of the Plan should also check for the 

existence of any new NES’s relating to air quality.  

 

Resource Management (National 
Environmental Standards for Electricity 
Transmission Activities) Regulations 
2009 
 
The Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) 

Regulations 2009 (the NES) were applied nationally 

from 14 January 2010.   

 

The NES sets out a national framework of 

permissions and consent requirements for activities 

on existing transmission lines.  Activities include the 

operation, maintenance and upgrading of existing 

lines.   

 

The NES: 

 specifies that electricity transmission activities 

are permitted, subject to terms and conditions 

to ensure that these activities do not have 

significant adverse effects on the environment  

 specifies the resource consent requirements 

for electricity transmission activities that do 

not meet the terms and conditions for 

permitted activities.   

 

The NES only applies to existing high voltage 

electricity transmission lines.  It does not apply to 

the construction of new transmission lines, nor to 

substations.   

 

The requirements of the NES are in addition to those 

given in this Plan.  The NES contains rules that apply 

to Electricity Transmission Activities and in these 

cases, the relevant rules in this Plan do not apply.  

This is indicated in the appropriate place in the rule 

table in section 4.3 of this Plan.  The relevant rules 

from the NES are included in Appendix I of the Plan.  

 

Users of the Plan should also check for the 

existence of any new NES’s relating to air quality.   

 

Resource Management (National 
Environmental Standards for Plantation 
Forestry) Regulations 20174 
 

Regulations 2004” was amended, as from 1 June 2011, by 

reg 4(1)(a) Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Air Quality) Amendment 

Regulations 2011 (SR 2011/103) by substituting “for Air 

Quality” for “Relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins, and 

Other Toxics”. 
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The Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 

(NES-PF) were published on 3 August 2017 and 

commenced on 1 May 2018. The NES-PF aims to 

maintain or improve the way New Zealand manages 

the environmental effects of plantation forestry 

while also increasing the efficiency and certainty of 

managing plantation forestry activities. 

 

The NES-PF regulations apply to any forest of more 

than 1 hectare that has been planted specifically for 

commercial purposes and harvesting. It does not 

apply to trees grown for fruit, nut crops, shelter 

belts, or nurseries. 

 

Eight core plantation forestry activities are covered, 

these being: 

 

• afforestation (planting new forest) (regulations 

8 to 17); 

• pruning and thinning (regulations 18 to 21);  

• earthworks (regulations 22 to 35); 

• river crossings (regulations 36 to 49); 

• forestry quarrying (regulations 50 to 61);  

• harvesting (regulations 62 to 71); 

• mechanical land preparation (regulations 72 

to 75); and  

• re-planting (regulations 76 to 81). 

 

Most forestry activities are permitted by the NES-PF 

as long as foresters meet specific conditions to 

prevent significant adverse environmental effects, 

including dust.  

 

For forestry related activities covered by the NES-PF, 

regional rules will not apply unless provided for by 

Regulation 6 of the standards. 

 

1.6 Role of the Medical 
Officers of Health/Health 
Protection Officers  

 

The Taranaki District Health Board is able to 

contribute to air quality objectives set out in this 

Plan through the provisions of the Health Act 1956, 

and the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms 

(HSNO) Act 1996.  

 

Under section 123 of the Health Act the District 

Health Board is the default agency to conduct any 

sanitary work pursuant to this Act, if the local 

authority fails to start or complete this work. 

 

In Schedule 2 of the Health Act, there is a 

responsibility to notify the Medical Officer of Health 

(MOH) of any infectious/communicable disease, this 

includes a chemical poisoning incident.  A chemical 

poisoning incident can be a public health issue that 

has occurred during a agrichemical spraying 

operation.  Close liaison is maintained with the 

Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA), 

Department of Labour (DOL) and the Taranaki 

Regional Council to determine if the ‘chemical’ is 

classified as a hazardous substance, and if the 

issue is to be referred to another agency, if 

appropriate.  

 

Note: as outlined in Section 4.2.3 of the Plan, it is 

ERMA that considers applications to introduce 

hazardous substances and new organisms.  

 

1.7 Other plans and 
resource consents 
 

The rules contained in this Plan only relate to the 

discharge of contaminants to air. They do not cover 

other aspects of an activity or operation such as the 

discharge of contaminants or wastes to land or to 

water. The rules in this plan do not preclude the 

need to comply with other regional plans prepared 

by the Taranaki Regional Council or district plans 

prepared by the New Plymouth, Stratford or South 

Taranaki District Councils. There may be a need to 

apply for other resource consents from either the 

Taranaki Regional Council or the New Plymouth, 

Stratford or South Taranaki District Councils.  

 

1.8 Other statutes and 
regulations 
 

The provisions of this Plan do not replace other 

legislation, regulations or bylaws relating to air 

quality. These may include legislative requirements, 

regulations or bylaws made by the New Plymouth, 

Stratford or South Taranaki District Councils under 

the Local Government Act 1974, Local Government 

Act 2002, Health Act 1956, Forest and Rural Fires 

Act 1977 or legislation dealing with hazardous 

substances. Those responsible for discharges of 

contaminants to air should ensure their compliance 

with all other relevant legislation, regulations or 

bylaws.  

 

1.9  Structure 
 

The structure of this plan is based upon the 

requirements for a regional plan as set out in 

Section 67(1) of the Resource Management Act. 

Section 2.0 contains the interpretation of terms 

used in this plan.  

 

Section 3.0 provides a brief overview of the air 

quality issues of the region, the objectives for air 

quality in the region, the policies to implement the 

objectives and methods (other than rules) to be 

used to implement the policies. 

 

Section 4.0 contains the details of regional rules 

which are used to implement the policies in Section 

3.0. 

 

Section 5.0 sets out the information to be submitted 

with an application for a discharge to air permit. In 

addition, that section explains the requirements for 

an assessment of environmental effects and the 

circumstances in which the Council may require 

further information relating to an application for a 

discharge permit. 

 

Section 6.0 sets out the circumstances in which a 

financial contribution may be required, the method 

for calculating the amount of that contribution and 

the general purposes for which the contribution may 

be used. 
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Section 7.0 sets out administrative procedures for 

dealing with cross-boundary issues, monitoring the 

effectiveness of the plan, and for reviewing the plan. 

 



  5  Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki 

2 Definitions 

 

When a word is followed by an asterisk ‘*’, the 

meaning which follows is the meaning provided in the 

Act. Users of this plan are advised that they should 

refer to the Act to ensure that the definition that is 

included in the plan is the current statutory definition. 

In the case of any inconsistency, the statutory 

definition prevails. 

 

Abrasive blasting means the cleaning, smoothing, 

roughening, cutting or removing of part of the surface 

of any article by the use, as an abrasive, of a jet of 

sand, metal, short or grit or other material propelled by 

a blast of compressed air or steam or water or by a 

wheel. 

 

Dry abrasive blasting means abrasive blasting 

using materials to which no water has been 

added. 

 

Wet abrasive blasting means abrasive blasting to 

which water has been added.  

 

Act means the Resource Management Act 1991.      

 

Affected person means any person deemed adversely 

affected in section 95E of the Act.  

 

Air means the mixture of gases enveloping the earth 

and forming the atmosphere. 

 

Agrichemicals means any substance, whether 

inorganic or organic, human-made or naturally 

occurring, modified or in its original state, that is used 

on production land or within public amenity areas, 

including parks, reserves, pedestrian walkways, 

beaches and foreshore areas, road and railside verges 

or on, over, onto or into water, to eradicate, modify or 

control flora and fauna.  For the purpose of this Plan 

‘agrichemicals’ do not refer to chemicals used to treat 

water intended for use in municipal supply or 

industrial processes (i.e. cooling systems, boilers, 

abstraction for consumptive use) while not part of a 

water body nor do ‘agrichemicals’ include vertebrate 

toxic agents (VTA’s), or oral nutrition compounds or  

fertilisers.  VTA’s are subject to the Hazardous 

Substances and New Organisms (HSNO) Act 1996 and 

under the Act anyone who manufactures, sells, uses or 

stores VTA’s must hold a Controlled Substances 

Licence and manage VTA’s according to the HSNO Act.  

VTA’s are therefore not controlled under this Plan.  

Oral nutrition compounds are subject to the 

Agrichemical Compounds and Veterinary Medicines 

Act 1997 and are therefore not controlled under this 

Plan.  The application of fertilisers is controlled by Rule 

45 in the Plan ‘Fertiliser and other soil conditioners’’.  

 

Amenity values* means those natural or physical 

qualities and characteristics of an area that contribute 

to people's appreciation of its pleasantness, aesthetic 

coherence, and cultural and recreational attributes. 

 

Asphalt plant means any process for the blending or 

coating of road chip with any material based on tar or 

bitumen or asphalt and intended for road surfacing 

application. 

Best practicable option* in relation to a discharge of a 

contaminant or an emission of noise, means the best 

method for preventing or minimising the adverse 

effects on the environment having regard, among 

other things, to:  

a) the nature of the discharge or emission and the 

sensitivity of the receiving environment to 

adverse effects;  

b) the financial implications, and the effects on the 

environment, of that option when compared with 

other options; and  

c) the current state of technical knowledge and the 

likelihood that the option can be successfully 

applied. 

 

Chemical means any gas, liquid or solid that, either by 

itself or in combination with any contaminant, when 

discharged into air, changes or is likely to change the 

chemical or biological condition of air. 

Cleanfill means materials consisting of any concrete, 

cement or cement wastes, bricks, mortar, tiles (clay, 

ceramic or concrete), non-tanalised timber, porcelain, 

glass, gravels, boulders, shingles, fibreglass, plastics, 

sand, soils and clays, and/or tree stumps and roots, or 

any other material (subject to the exclusions listed 

below) that when placed onto and into land does not 

have the potential to render that land or any vegetation 

grown on that land toxic to vegetation or animals 

consuming vegetation, or result in leachate. Unless 

specifically provided for otherwise through a consent 

issued by the Taranaki Regional Council for a cleanfill, 

cleanfill is free of: food wastes, paper and cardboard, 

grass clippings, garden wastes including but not limited 

to wastes containing foliage or other vegetation (other 

than tree stumps and roots), sawdust, textiles, steel, 

galvanised metals, construction materials containing 

paint or fillers or sealers or their containers, oils or 

greases or any liquids or sludges or their containers, any 

industrial process by-products other than as 

permitted above, any poisons or solvents or their 

containers, batteries, or general domestic refuse other 

than as permitted above. 

 

Coastal marine area* means the foreshore, seabed, 

and coastal water, and the air space above the water:  

a) of which the seaward boundary is the outer limits 

of the territorial sea;  

b) of which the landward boundary is the line of 

mean high water springs, except that where that 

line crosses a river, the landward boundary at 

that point shall be whichever is the lesser of - (i) 

one kilometre upstream from the mouth of the 

river; or (ii) the point upstream that is calculated 

by multiplying the width of the river mouth by 5. 

 

Combustion chamber means an enclosure in which 

combustion, especially of a fuel propellant, is initiated 

and controlled.   

 

Commercial area means an area, as distinct from a 

site or individual property, that is used primarily for 

commercial or trade purposes. 
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Commercial activities means the use of property or 

parts of property predominantly for commercial gain or 

reward. 

 

Composting means the biological reduction of organic 

waste to a relatively stable product.  

 

Conditions*, in relation to plans and resource 

consents, includes terms, standards, restrictions and 

prohibitions. 

 

Consent authority* means a regional council, a 

territorial authority, or a local authority that is both a 

regional council and a territorial authority, whose 

permission is required to carry out an activity for which 

a resource consent is required under the Act. 

 

Contaminant* includes any substance (including 

gases, odorous compounds, liquids, solids, and micro-

organisms) or energy (excluding noise) or heat, that 

either by itself or in combination with the same, 

similar, or other substances, energy, or heat:  

a) when discharged into water, changes or is likely 

to change the physical, chemical or biological 

condition of water; or  

b) when discharged onto or into land or into air, 

changes or is likely to change the physical, 

chemical, or biological condition of the land or air 

onto or into which it is discharged. 

 

Controlled activity* - If an activity is described in the 

Act, regulations (including any national environmental 

standard), a plan, or a proposed plan as a controlled 

activity, a resource consent is required for the activity 

and -   

a) the consent authority must grant the resource 

consent, (except if section 106 applies); and 

b) the consent authority’s power to impose 

conditions on the resource consent is restricted 

to the matters over which control is reserved 

(whether in its plan or proposed plan, a national 

environmental standard, or otherwise); and 

c) the activity must comply with the requirements, 

conditions, and permissions, if any, specified in 

the Act, regulations, plan or proposed plan.    

 

Cropping means the growing of crops including barley, 

oats, maize, turnips and other crops. 

 

Dangerous see section 4.2.3 of this Plan.  

 

Defined urban area means an area as shown in 

Appendix II of the Plan. 

 

Direct heating means the direct contact of gaseous or 

other products of combustion with raw materials or 

partly processed matter or product or waste materials, 

for drying or heating or other heat transfer processes, 

but excluding the transfer of heat via structural heat 

exchanging surfaces or combustion chamber surfaces 

or exhaust flue surfaces.  For the purpose of the Plan 

‘direct heating’ does not include the addition of heat 

to air in a gas turbine combustion chamber.  

 

Discharge* includes emit, deposit, and allow to 

escape. 

 

                                                                 
5 United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity, 1992.  

Discharge permit means a resource consent to do 

something (other than in the coastal marine area) that 

otherwise would contravene Section 15 of the Act. 

 

Discretionary activity* - If an activity is described in 

the Act, regulations (including any national 

environmental standard), a plan, or a proposed plan 

as a discretionary activity, a resource consent is 

required for the activity and- 

a) the consent authority may decline the consent or 

grant the consent with or without conditions; and 

b) if granted, the activity must comply with the 

requirements, conditions, and permissions, if any, 

specified in the Act, regulations, plan, or 

proposed plan.   

 

Disposal of waste means: 

a) the final (or more than short-term) deposit of 

waste into or onto land set apart for that purpose; 

and 

b) includes the incineration of waste. 

 

Domestic waste means household substances or 

objects that are disposed of or intended to be 

disposed of.  

 

Dry cleaners mean premises used for the cleaning, 

washing or drying of garments.  

 

Dust means all solid particulate matter of either less 

than 75 µm individual particle diameter or with a 

settling velocity of less than 0.3 metres per second. By 

way of example, ‘dust' may be derived from materials 

including sand, cement, fertiliser, coal, soil, paint, ash, 

animal products or wood. 

 

Dwellinghouse* means any building, whether 

permanent or temporary, that is occupied, in whole or 

in part, as a residence; and includes any structure or 

outdoor living area that is accessory to, and used 

wholly or principally for the purposes of, the residence; 

but does not include the land upon which the 

residence is sited. 

 

Earthworks means the disturbance of land surfaces by 

blading, contouring, ripping, moving, removing, placing 

or replacing soil or earth, or by excavation, or by 

cutting and filling operations, excluding mineral 

extraction and processing activities.  For the purpose 

of this Plan the maintenance of farm tracks, fences 

and fence lines, cultivation of land, harvesting of crops 

and the clearing of drains as parts of horticultural or 

agricultural activities on production land are excluded 

from the definition of ‘earthworks’.  

 

Ecosystem5 means a dynamic complex of plant, 

animal and micro-organism communities and their 

non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. 

 

Effect* includes: 

a) any positive or adverse effect; and 

b) any temporary or permanent effect; and 

c) any past, present or future effect; and 

d) any cumulative effect which arises over time or in 

combination with other effects, regardless of the 

scale, intensity, duration or frequency of the 

effect, and also includes: 

e) any potential effect of high probability; and 
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f) any potential effect of low probability which has a 

high potential impact. 

 

Electricity transmission network means part of the 

national grid of transmission lines and cables (aerial, 

underground and undersea, including the high-voltage 

direct current link), stations and sub-stations and 

other works used to connect grid injection points and 

grid exist points to convey electricity throughout the 

North and South Islands of New Zealand.   

 

Environment* includes: 

a) ecosystems and their constituent parts, including 

people and communities; and 

b) all natural and physical resources; and 

c) amenity values; and  

d) the social, economic, aesthetic, and cultural 

conditions which affect the matters stated in (a) 

to (c) of this definition or which are affected by 

those matters. 

 

Fertiliser means any substance (whether solid or fluid 

in form) which is described as or held out to be for, or 

suitable for, sustaining or increasing growth, 

productivity, or quality of plants or animals through the 

application of essential nutrients to plants or soils. 

 

Forested land means land covered or partly covered 

by forest, bush, scrub, fern, bracken or weed plants or 

any combination of these. 

 

Forestry means a forest of selected species of trees 

that are specifically planted, managed and harvested 

for the production of timber or other wood-based 

products, and includes understory that has 

established beneath the canopy and areas that are 

demonstrated to be failed planting from the previous 

rotation.  

 

Green waste means organic material including, yard 

trimmings, leaves, shrubs, plants, grass, trees and 

tree trunks that arise from households and garden 

maintenance.  

 

Hapū6 means sub-tribe, usually a number of whanau 

(families) with a common ancestor. 

 

Hazardous see section 4.2.3 of this Plan.  

 

Hazardous substance means, unless expressly 

provided otherwise by regulations under the 

Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996, 

any substance: 

a) with one or more of the following intrinsic 

properties: 

(i) explosiveness 

(ii) flammability 

(iii) a capacity to oxidise  

(iv) corrosiveness 

(v) toxicity (including chronic toxicity) 

(vi) ecotoxicity, with or without bioaccumulation, 

or 

b)  which on contact with air or water (other than air 

or water where the temperature or pressure has 

been artificially increased or decreased) 

generates a substance with any one or more of 

                                                                 
6 Ministry for the Environment (1991). Consultation with 

tangata whenua.  Ministry for the Environment, Wellington.  

the properties specified in paragraph (a) of the 

definition.  

 

High temperature hazardous waste incinerator means 

an incinerator that is designed and operated 

principally for burning hazardous waste at a 

temperature greater than 850°as measured –  

 

(a) near the inner wall of the incinerator; or 

(b) at another point in the combustion chamber 

where the temperature is likely to represent the 

temperature in the incinerator. 

 

Note: this is the definition of a high-temperature waste 

incinerator in the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 

2004. For the purpose of this Plan this definition 

applies whether the wastes combusted are hazardous 

or non-hazardous.  

 

Horticulture means the growing, both indoors and 

outdoors, of vegetables, fruit, berries, plants or trees. 

 

Hydrocarbon distribution and transmission network 

means the pipelines, tanks and other facilities used 

for the transportation and storage of hydrocarbons.  

 

Industrial or trade premises* means:  

a) any premises used for any industrial or trade 

purposes; or  

b) any premises used for the storage, transfer, 

treatment, or disposal of waste materials or for 

other waste-management purposes, or used for 

composting organic materials; or  

c) any other premises from which a contaminant is 

discharged in connection with any industrial or 

trade process; but does not include any 

production land. 

 

Industrial or trade process* includes every part of a 

process from the receipt of raw material to the 

dispatch or use in another process or disposal of any 

product or waste material, and any intervening storage 

of the raw material, partly processed matter, or 

product. 

 

Integrated management means managing (that is, 

identifying, prioritising and acting on) the use, 

development and protection of natural and physical 

resources as a united or combined whole. Integrated 

management involves three interrelated parts: 

a) a recognition by management agencies that 

natural and physical resources exist as parts of 

complex and interconnected social and 

biophysical systems, where effects on one part of 

a system may affect other parts of the system. 

These effects may occur immediately, may be 

delayed or may be cumulative over time; 

b) the integration of management systems between  

 agencies so that the various roles and 

responsibilities of those agencies are clearly 

identified and combined or co-ordinated to 

achieve consistency of purpose; and 

c)     the integration of management systems within 

agencies to ensure that other legislative or 

administrative actions are consistent with 
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promoting sustainable management of natural 

and physical resources. 

 

Intensive farming includes any agricultural production 

which results in the creation of living matter and which 

is carried out primarily within buildings, including but 

not limited to such activities as intensive poultry 

farming (excluding low density free range poultry or 

the keeping of fewer than 12 birds), rabbit or fitch 

farming, intensive pig farming or mushroom 

production.  For the purpose of this Plan ‘intensive 

farming’ excludes horticulture.  

 

Intensive pig farming means the keeping, breeding or 

rearing for any purpose of more than five pigs that 

have been weaned, or more than two sows, where the 

predominant productive processes are carried out 

within buildings or closely fenced outdoor runs where 

the stocking density precludes the maintenance of 

pasture or ground cover but excludes non-intensive 

pig farming. 

 

Intensive poultry farming means the keeping, rearing 

or breeding of 12 or more poultry, whether in relation 

to the production of poultry for human consumption or 

in relation to egg production, where the predominant 

productive processes are carried out primarily within 

buildings and includes free-range poultry farming 

activities, but excludes low density free-range poultry.  

 

Issue means a matter of importance or concern to the 

region's community regarding the effects of activities 

on some aspect of natural and physical resources and 

the environment of the region or otherwise relating to 

the purpose and principles of the Act. 

 

Iwi7 means tribe, usually containing a number of hapū 

with a common ancestor. 

 

Iwi authority* means the authority which represents 

an iwi and which is recognised by that iwi as having 

authority to do so. 

 

Iwi o Taranaki or iwi of Taranaki refers to iwi whose 

rohe falls either wholly or partially within the Taranaki 

Region. 

 

Kaitiakitanga* means the exercise of guardianship by 

the tangata whenua of an area in accordance with 

tikanga Māori in relation to natural and physical 

resources; and includes the ethic of stewardship.  

 

Land* - 

(a) includes land covered by water and the air space 

above land; and 

(b) in a national environmental standard dealing with 

a regional council function under section 30 or a 

regional rule, does not include the bed of a lake 

or river; and 

(c) in a national environmental standard dealing with 

a territorial authority function under section 31 or 

a district rule, includes the surface of water in a 

lake or river.  

 

Landfill means a waste disposal site of any size used 

for the controlled deposit of predominately solid 

wastes onto or into land.  

                                                                 
7 Ministry for the Environment (1991). Consultation with 

tangata whenua.  Ministry for the Environment, Wellington. 

 

Liquid waste means waste generated in, or converted 

to, a liquid form for disposal.   

 

Local authority* means a regional council or territorial 

authority. 

 

Low density free range poultry means the keeping, 

rearing or breeding of poultry (whether for the purpose 

of raising poultry for human consumption or for egg 

production) where:   

a) birds have permanent access to open air runs; 

b)    permanent vegetation cover exists on the land  

where birds are permitted to range; 

c) the stocking rate of the runs to which the birds 

have access does not exceed 1.5 birds including 

chickens per square metre or 0.8 hens per 10 

square metres; and 

d) the stocking rate of any permanent weatherproof 

shelter to which birds have access does not 

exceed 5 birds per square metre of deep litter 

floor space or 10 birds per square metre of 

slatted floor space or 13 birds per square metre 

on framed perches.   

 

Method means a specific action, procedure, 

programme or technique adopted to carry out a policy. 

 

Mineral extraction and processing activities means the 

excavation of overburden, rock, sand and clay; 

blasting; processing (crushing, screening, washing and 

blending); the storage, distribution and sale of 

materials, including aggregate, ancillary earthworks; 

deposition of overburden; landscaping and 

rehabilitation works, including the return of 

overburden, but excluding the importation of materials 

from offsite.  For the purpose of this definition all the 

activities listed above are included if and only if they 

occur at the mineral extraction and processing site.  

 

National environmental standards for air quality 

means the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 

2004 (SR 2004/309), as amended by SR 2004/433, 

SR 2005/214, and SR 2011/103and ‘NES’ has the 

same meaning.  

 

National grid means the assets used or owned by 

Transpower New Zealand Limited.  

 

Natural and physical resources* includes land, water, 

air, soil, minerals, and energy, all forms of plants and 

animals (whether native to New Zealand or 

introduced), and all structures. 

 

Non-complying activity* - If an activity is described in 

the Act, regulations (including any national 

environmental standard), a plan, or a proposed plan 

as a non-complying activity, a resource consent is 

required for the activity and the consent authority may-  

a) decline the consent; or 

b) grant the consent, with or without conditions, but 

only if the consent authority is satisfied that the 

requirements of section 104D are met and the 

activity must comply with the requirements, 

conditions, and permissions, if any, specified in 

the Act, regulations, plan, or proposed plan.   
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Non-intensive pig farming means the keeping, 

breeding or rearing for any purpose, of pigs on pasture 

(but including areas used for access to shelter) at a 

stocking density that sustains the maintenance of 

pasture or ground cover.  

Noxious see Section 4.2.3 of this Plan.  

 

NTP (normal temperature and pressure) means that 

the gas volume is corrected to 0C, 1 atmosphere 

pressure, and a dry gas basis. 

 

Objective means a statement of a specific desired 

environmental outcome. 

 

Offensive or objectionable see Section 4.2.3 of this 

Plan.  

 

Pastoral agriculture means the pastoral grazing of 

livestock and includes dairy farming, sheep farming, 

beef farming, pig farming, (excluding intensive pig 

farming), deer farming, goat farming and other 

pastoral livestock farming. 

 

Permitted activity* - If an activity is described in the 

Act, regulations (including any national environmental 

standard), a plan, or a proposed plan as a permitted 

activity, a resource consent is not required for the 

activity if it complies with the requirements, 

conditions, and permissions, if any, specified in the 

Act, regulations, plan, or proposed plan.  

 

Petroleum means: 

a) any naturally occurring hydrocarbon (other than 

coal) whether in a gaseous, liquid or solid state; 

or 

b) any naturally occurring mixture of hydrocarbons 

(other than coal) whether in a gaseous, liquid or 

solid state; or 

c) any naturally occurring mixture of one or more 

hydrocarbons (other than coal) and one or more 

of the following: hydrogen sulphide, nitrogen, 

helium or carbon dioxide. 

 

Petroleum exploration means the use of land for 

exploration and testing of petroleum, and includes 

exploration survey (including seismic survey), well 

drilling, well testing and interim production of 

petroleum but specifically excludes any activity 

associated with well site establishment such as 

earthworks and the importation of structures, 

buildings and equipment.  

 

Petroleum product means a chemical that is produced 

as a result of refining or physical treatment of 

petroleum, or as a result of a chemical process in 

which petroleum is a reagent. 

 

Place of public assembly means land or buildings 

which are used in whole or in part for the assembly or 

gathering of people for such purposes as meetings, 

conferences, worship, entertainment, recreation, 

celebration, education or similar purposes and 

includes such buildings associated with public or 

private hotels, travellers' accommodation and marae. 

 

Plan* means a regional plan or district plan. 

 

Plantation forest or plantation forestry means a forest 

deliberately established for commercial purposes as 

defined in the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) 

Regulations 2017. 

 

Policy means a specific statement that guides or 

directs decision making. A policy indicates a 

commitment to a general course of action in working 

towards an objective. 

 

Port Air Zone means the approximate boundary of Port 

Taranaki that is to be covered by the Regional Air 

Quality Plan for Taranaki as outlined in Figure 2.  

 

Premises means the legally defined property, whether 

private land or public land, within which the subject 

activity occurs.  

 

Production land* (a) means any land and auxiliary 

buildings used for the production (but not processing) 

of primary products (including agricultural, pastoral, 

horticultural and forestry products): (b) does not 

include land or auxiliary buildings used or associated 

with prospecting, exploration or mining for minerals, 

and ‘production’ has a corresponding meaning. 

 

Prohibited activity* - If an activity is described in the 

Act, regulations (including a national environmental 

standard), a plan, or a proposed plan as a prohibited 

activity, -  

(a) no application for resource consent may be made 

for the activity; and 

(b) the consent authority must not grant a consent 

for it. 

 

Property (see subject property) when being discussed 

in relation to the property of Port Taranaki excludes 

those areas adjacent to Ngamotu Beach and the Lee 

Breakwater shown on Figure 2 on page 25 of this 

Plan. 

 

Subject property means the legally defined 

property, whether private land or public land, 

within which the subject activity occurs. 

 

Public amenities means those amenity values enjoyed 

by the public at large and include public recreational 

opportunities, public visual amenities, public reserves, 

and riparian margins. 

 

Public amenity areas mean those areas to which the 

public have right of access under any statute, 

regulation, law or by-law, including: 

a) Crown and Council properties, reserves, gardens, 

parks, cemeteries and airfields; 

b) grasslands, sports grounds and recreational turfs; 

c) forest and bush areas; 

d) road verges and embankments, pedestrian 

walkways, malls and precincts; 

e) beaches, beach reserves, and adjacent foreshore 

areas. 

 

Public notice* means a notice published in a 

newspaper circulating in the entire area likely to be 

affected by the proposal to which the notice relates.  

 

Quarry - see mineral extraction and processing 

activities.  
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Race course means the premise for the racing of 

vehicles or animals for commercial or trade purposes. 

 

Region* in relation to a regional council, means the 

region of the regional council as determined in 

accordance with the Local Government Act 2002.  

 

Regional council*  

a) has the same meaning as in section 5 of the 

Local Government Act 2002; and 

b) includes a unitary authority within the meaning of 

that Act. 

 

Regional plan* (a) means an operative plan approved 

by a regional council under Schedule 1 (including all 

operative changes to the plan (whether arising from a 

review or otherwise)); and (b) includes a regional 

coastal plan.  

 

Regional rule* means a rule made as part of a 

regional plan or proposed regional plan in accordance 

with Section 68 of the Act. 

 

Residential purposes means the use of land and 

buildings by people for living accommodation where 

the occupiers intend to live at the site for a period of 

one month or more, and will generally refer to the site 

as their home and permanent address for the time 

being; and includes accessory buildings. 

 

For the purpose of this definition, residential purposes 

(irrespective of the length of stay) shall include: 

a) accommodation offered to not more than four 

travellers for a daily tariff in association with a 

permanent resident as described above; or 

b) emergency and refuge accommodation; or 

b) accommodation for supervision staff and 

residents, where residents are subject to care or 

supervision (e.g. homes for persons with 

disabilities, and homes for the elderly), but not 

places where residents are subject to detention.   

 

Restricted discretionary activity* - If an activity is 

described in the Act, regulations (including any 

national environmental standard), a plan, or a 

proposed plan as a restricted discretionary activity, a 

resource consent is required for the activity and:  

a)     the consent authority’s power to decline a 

consent, or to grant a consent and to impose 

conditions on the consent, is restricted to the 

matters over which discretion is restricted 

(whether in its plan or proposed plan, a national 

environmental standard, or otherwise); and 

b) if granted, the activity must comply with the 

requirements, conditions and permissions, if any, 

specified in the Act, regulations, plan or proposed 

plan.  

 

Rohe8 means the territory or boundary, which defines 

the area within which a tangata whenua group claims 

traditional association and mana whenua. 

 

Sensitive activities – see Sensitive areas.  

 

Sensitive areas are areas that have within them uses 

or values or activities that are more susceptible to 

                                                                 
8 Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, (1992), 

op.cit 

adverse effects than other users or values or activities 

and include occupied dwellinghouses, public amenity 

areas, places of public assembly, water bodies used 

for public water supply, any water body, wetlands, 

sensitive crops or farming systems, public roads and 

any place, area or feature of special significance to 

tangata whenua.  For the Purpose of this Plan 

‘Sensitive activities’ means the activities that occur 

within sensitive areas as listed above.  

 

Service station means premises used for the retail 

distribution of motor fuels. 

 

Sewage means any wastewater, including faecal 

matter, urine, household and commercial wastewater 

that contains human waste.  

 

Silviculture means the growing and tending of trees. 

 

Smoke means any product of combustion, complete or 

incomplete, other than water vapour, which is, or 

could be, visible in daylight or artificial light. 

 

Soil conditioner means a substance, excluding any 

substance or mix of substances derived from animal 

tissue, bone or blood whether processed or not, that is 

added to a fertiliser, or applied to land by itself, that 

alters the physical/structure characteristics of the soil, 

with the purpose of increasing soil productivity.  

 

Solid waste means waste generated as a solid or 

converted to a solid for disposal.  It includes wastes 

such as: paper, plastic, glass, metal, garden and other 

organic wastes.  

 

Spray means the discharge into the air of 

agrichemicals whether in liquid, emulsified, mist, 

granular, powdered, pelletized or any other physical 

form or forms and from any source whether moveable 

or not, and ‘Spraying’ has a corresponding meaning. 

 

Structure* means any building, equipment, device, or 

other facility made by people and which is fixed to 

land; and includes any raft. 

 

Sustainable management* means managing the use, 

development, and protection of natural and physical 

resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people 

and communities to provide for their social, economic 

and cultural wellbeing and for their health and safety 

while- 

a) sustaining the potential of natural and physical 

resources (excluding minerals) to meet the 

reasonably foreseeable needs of future 

generations; and 

b) safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, 

water, soil, and ecosystems; and  

c) avoiding, remedying, or mitigating any adverse 

effects of activities on the environment. 

 

Tangata whenua* in relation to a particular area, 

means the iwi, or hapū, that holds mana whenua over 

that area. 

 

Taonga9 means treasure, property: taonga are prized 

and protected as sacred possessions of the tribe. The 

term carries a deep spiritual meaning and taonga may 

9 Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, (1991), 

op. cit. 
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be things that cannot be seen or touched. Included for 

example are te reo Māori (the Māori language), wāhi 

tapu, the air, waterways, fishing grounds and 

mountains. 

 

Tapu means under spiritual protection or restriction. 

 

Territorial authority* means a territorial authority 

within the meaning of the Local Government Act 2002.  

 

Tikanga Māori* means Māori customary values and 

practices. 

 

Toxic see Section 4.2.3 of this Plan.   

 

Transmission network means the national grid of 

transmission lines and cables (aerial, underground 

and undersea, including the high-voltage direct current 

link), stations and sub-stations and other works used 

to connect grid injection points and gird exit points to 

convey electricity throughout the North and South 

Islands of New Zealand.  

 

Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi*) has the same 

meaning as the word ‘Treaty’ as defined in Section 2 

of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975. 

 

Used oil means oil which has been used for the 

purposes of machinery lubrication but which has not 

subsequently been treated by any methodology to 

reduce the lead content to less than 100 gm-3.  For 

the purpose of this Plan ‘used oil’ excludes untreated 

used oil that has a lead content of less than 100 gm-3 

10. 

 

Vegetation means any vegetation, exotic or 

indigenous. 

 

Vertebrate Toxic Agents (VTA’s) means any substance, 

whether inorganic, human-made or naturally 

occurring, modified or in its original state, that is used 

to eradicate, modify or control vertebrate animals, 

including possums, rats and mustelids as identified 

and regulated under the Hazardous Substances and 

New Organisms Act 1996.  For the purpose of this 

Plan ‘Vertebrate Toxic Agents’ are equivalent to 

vertebrate pest control products.  

 

Visual contaminants means those discharges to the 

air that reduce the visual amenity of the air, including 

but not limited to contaminants such as smoke and 

dust. 

 

Wāhi tapu means a place that is sacred to Māori in a 

traditional, spiritual, religious, ritual or mythological 

sense. 

 

Waste means substances or objects that are or 

intended to be disposed, discarded, and/or 

discharged to the environment. 

 

Waste management processes means the treatment 

and disposal of any waste by combustion, composting, 

the depositing of waste into or onto land set apart for 

                                                                 
10 The acceptable level of the lead content in used oil that is 

to be combusted is less than 100 gm-3, due to the toxicity of 

the discharge.  

that purpose, or other processes intended to allow or 

facilitate such disposal.  

 

Water* - 

a) means water in all its physical forms whether 

flowing or not and whether over or under the 

ground;  

b) includes fresh water, coastal water, and 

geothermal water;   

c) does not include water in any form while in any 

pipe, tank, or cistern. 

 

Water body* means fresh water or geothermal water 

in a river, lake, stream, pond, wetland, or aquifer, or 

any part thereof, that is not located within the coastal 

marine area.  
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 Figure 2:  Property of Port Taranaki covered by the Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki  
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3 Objectives, policies and methods of implementation 

 

3.1  Air quality in Taranaki  
 

Clean fresh air is an important and valued part of 

Taranaki’s environment and quality of life. 

 

Overall Taranaki has excellent air quality.  This is 

because of Taranaki’s windy and exposed nature, 

together with its dispersed and low population, its 

absence of heavy industry and its low number of 

vehicles.  However, air quality in some locations is lost 

or reduced through activities resulting in point or 

diffuse source discharges of contaminants to air. 

  

Diffuse (widespread) sources of emissions are the 

biggest contributors of emissions to air.  Of the diffuse 

sources, natural sources (sea spray, vegetation, 

landcover and farm animals) emit far greater 

quantities than human sources such as industries, 

homes or motor vehicles.   

 

Point sources of emissions such as from industry are 

more obvious than natural sources.  Point source 

emissions in Taranaki come from a range of sources 

such as the petroleum industry, pig and poultry 

farming and abrasive blasting.  Most of the point 

source emissions are located in the industrial parts of 

the region’s urban centres, particularly New Plymouth 

and Hawera. 

 

Emissions to air – in the form of odour, smoke, dust or 

toxic contaminants – may affect air quality.  The 

effects of such emissions range from visual 

distraction, offensive odours and nuisance effects to 

actual or potential effects on human and ecosystem 

health. 

 

In some localities, ‘reverse sensitivity’ issues may be a 

problem.  Reverse sensitivity refers to situations where 

lawfully established activities, that have addressed off 

site effects as far as is practicable and reasonable, 

may become constrained by the emergence of new 

and often incompatible sensitive land uses in the 

neighbourhood.  In Taranaki, reverse sensitivity issues 

are particularly associated with the development of 

new residential subdivisions near existing piggery or 

poultry farms, which then become a target of 

complaints relating to odour and other air emissions.  

However, other activities may also be affected from 

time to time.   

 

Industry, agriculture and households rely on 

contaminants being able to be discharged to air.  This 

provides benefits to the Taranaki community and to 

New Zealand as a whole which enables those 

communities to provide for their economic and social 

wellbeing.   Discharges to air must, however, be 

properly controlled and managed to satisfactorily 

avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse environmental 

effects.  

 

3.2 Issues for managing air 
quality in Taranaki   

 

The issues addressed by the Plan are: 

 

 degradation of air quality from the discharge of 

contaminants to air; 

 recognition of the air resource as a taonga and 

protection of wāhi tapu from the intrusion of 

odour or visual contaminants; 

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

discharge of contaminants to air from industrial 

and trade premises (excluding waste 

management processes, as dealt with 

separately); 

 adverse effects on the environmental from the 

discharge of contaminants to air from waste 

management processes; 

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

discharge of contaminants to air from site 

development, earthworks and the application 

of soil conditioners; 

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

discharge of contaminants to air from 

aquaculture and intensive farming processes; 

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

discharge of agrichemicals into the air; 

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

burning of vegetation on production or on 

forested land;  

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

burning of tyres or untreated used oil; 

 adverse effects on the environment from the 

discharge of contaminants to air from fire 

training activities or fire safety research or 

education purposes; 

 adverse effects on the environment from 

domestic sources of discharges of 

contaminants to air; 

 recognition of the benefits from activities 

discharging to air.  

  

3.3 Objectives for managing 
air quality in Taranaki   
 

Four objectives have been identified for air quality in 

the Taranaki region: 

 

1 To maintain the existing high standard of 

ambient air quality in the Taranaki region and 

to improve air quality in those instances or 

areas where air quality is adversely affected, 

whilst allowing for communities to provide for 

their economic and social wellbeing. 

 

2 To safeguard the life-supporting capacity of air 

throughout the Taranaki region. 

 

3 To provide for activities discharging to air.  

 

4 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse 

effects of activities discharging contaminants 
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to air in the Taranaki region, including adverse 

effects on the amenity and aesthetic qualities 

of air.   

 

3.4 Policies to implement the 
objectives  
 

The policies to implement the objectives are grouped 

into eleven categories:  

 

1. Contaminants and effects. 

 

2. The management of air quality. 

 

3. Protection of the air resource (taonga) and 

wāhi tapu from the intrusion of odour and 

visual contaminants.   

 

4. Discharge of contaminants to air from 

industrial or trade premises or industrial or 

trade processes (excluding waste management 

processes).  

 

5. Discharge of contaminants to air from waste 

management processes.  

 

6. Discharges of contaminants to air from site 

development, earthworks or the application of 

soil conditioners. 

 

7. Discharges to air from aquaculture or intensive 

farming processes. 

 

8. Discharge of agrichemicals to air.  

 

9. Burning of vegetation on production or forested 

land. 

 

10. Discharges to air from fire training activities or 

fire safety research or education purposes  

 

11. Discharges to air from domestic sources.  

 
The policies are as follows: 

 

1 Contaminants and effects 
 

Policy 1.1: Hazardous, noxious, dangerous or 
toxic contaminants  

 

Discharges to air of contaminants should avoid, 

remedy or mitigate adverse effects of potentially 

hazardous, noxious, dangerous or toxic  

contaminants by ensuring that any such discharge 

does not occur at a volume, concentration or rate or in 

such a manner that causes or is likely to cause a 

hazardous, noxious, dangerous or toxic effect on 

human or animal health, significant ecosystems or 

structures. 

  
(This policy relates to objective 1) 

 
Policy 1.2: Odour  

 

Ensure that, (to the fullest extent practicable), any 

discharges to air of odorous contaminants do not 

cause odours beyond the boundary of the property of 

the discharger that are offensive or objectionable.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1 and 4) 

 
Policy 1.3:    Smoke, dust and other particulate 

matter   
 

Ensure that any discharge to air of dust, smoke and 

other particulate matter beyond the boundary of the 

property, and on the electricity transmission network, 

does not occur at a volume, concentration, or rate or 

in a manner that causes or is likely to cause a 

hazardous, noxious, dangerous, offensive or 

objectionable effect, including the significant 

restriction of visibility or the soiling of property, to the 

extent that the restriction of visibility or the soiling of 

property causes or is likely to cause the above effects.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

______________________________ 

 
2 The management of air 

quality   
 

Policy 2.1:   General policy  
 

The Taranaki Regional Council will promote the air 

quality objectives of the region through means which: 

 

a) reflect the nature of the discharge and the actual 

or potential effects of the discharge on the 

environment, and in particular, any effects on 

human health, flora and fauna and the amenity 

values of the area or region; 

 

b) avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects of 

the discharge; 

 

c) are administratively efficient and cost-effective 

for the community, resource users and the 

Council;  

 

d) recognise the need for co-ordinated and 

integrated management of air quality at local, 

regional, national and global levels;  

 

e) provide opportunities for members of the public 

to register with the council, complaints about 

discharges to air and for Council to investigate 

and determine the substance of such complaints;  

 

f) recognise the social and economic benefits to the 

region and to the nation of activities discharging 

to air 

 

g) recognise existing investment in physical and 

economic resources, associated with activities 

discharging to air; and 

 

h) recognise that there are different air quality 

expectations between urban areas and 

productive, rural areas.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4) 
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Policy 2.2: Control of discharges  
 
The Taranaki Regional Council will exercise its 

functions and powers to control the adverse effects of 

the discharge of contaminants to air through regional 

rules which: 

 

a) permit, subject to conditions, discharges with no 

or only minor adverse effects on the environment; 

 

b) define acceptable environmental standards, 

terms and assessment criteria and provide a 

streamlined resource consent procedure for 

discharges requiring a discharge permit;  

 

c) prohibit discharges with unacceptable adverse 

effects on the environment; and 

 

d) regulate those discharges with the potential for 

significant adverse effects on the environment 

which in the absence of a regional plan would 

remain unrestricted or uncontrolled. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 
Policy 2.3: Management areas   
 

Air quality management in Taranaki will be carried out 

in a way that recognises that some areas of the region 

have within them, uses or values or activities that are 

more sensitive to the discharge of contaminants to air 

than other areas.  In particular, recognition will be 

given to any adverse effects from the discharge of 

contaminants to air on:  

 

a) people and property in urban areas, residences 

and places of public assembly and on the safe  

and efficient operation of roads, airports and 

flight paths11 and other infrastructure; 

 

b) sensitive crops or farming systems, domestic and 

community water supplies and other water 

bodies including wetlands; 

 

c) sensitive commercial or industrial systems and 

activities; 

 

d) the special scenic, visual, recreational, 

conservation, scientific and other values 

associated with Mount Taranaki and Egmont 

National Park; 

 

e) the scenic, aesthetic and recreational values 

associated with Taranaki’s parks, reserves, rural 

landscapes, seascape, coastal areas and other 

amenity areas;  

 

f) the heritage values of the region including places 

or areas of special historical, cultural, 

archaeological, architectural, scientific, 

ecological, intrinsic or amenity value; 

 

g) places, areas or features of significance to 

tangata whenua for spiritual, cultural or historical 

reasons; and 

                                                                 
11 A map of the New Plymouth airport flight path is contained 

in New Appendix III of the Plan.  

 

h) the electricity transmission network. 
 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4 ) 

 
Policy 2.4: Cross-media effects  
 
The potential for the discharge of contaminants to air 

to adversely affect other alternative receiving 

environments (i.e. land and water) should be taken 

into account. 
 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 
Policy 2.5: Reverse sensitivity  
 
Land use and subdivision should be managed to 

avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on people 

and the environment from reverse sensitivity effects 

arising from the inappropriate location of sensitive 

activities in proximity to legitimate activities 

discharging contaminants to air.  

 

Problems arising from reverse sensitivity effects shall 

be avoided, remedied or mitigated primarily through 

district plans and territorial authority consent 

decisions which: 

 

a) prevent the future establishment of potentially 

incompatible land use activities near each other; 

or 

 

b) allow the establishment of potentially 

incompatible land use activities near each other 

provided no existing lawful activity, operating  in a 

lawful manner is restricted or compromised.  

 
(This policy relates to objective 1 and 4) 

 
Policy 2.6: Cumulative effects  
 
Discharges of contaminants to air should not occur at 

a rate or in a manner that contribute to a cumulative 

effect which over time, or in combination with other  

effects, is likely to have an adverse effect on human 

health and safety, ecosystems, property or other 

aspects of the environment. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

Policy 2.7: Best practicable option  
 

The Taranaki Regional Council may, when provided for 

in the Rules of the Plan, require the adoption of the 

best practicable option to prevent or minimise adverse 

effects on the environment from the discharge of 

contaminants to air arising from the process under 

consideration.  When considering what is the ‘best 

practicable option’ to reduce the effects of the 

discharge, the Taranaki Regional Council will give 

consideration to the following factors when applying 

the definition in the Act, of best practicable option: 
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a) the implementation of Policies 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3, 

when having regard to the nature of the 

discharge;  

 

b) any sensitive receiving environments (areas) as 

described in Policy 2.3; 

 

c) the capital, operating and maintenance costs of 

relative technical options to reduce the effects of 

the discharge, the effectiveness and reliability of 

each option, and the relative benefits to the 

receiving environment offered by each option; 

 

d) the weighing of costs in proportion to any 

benefits to the receiving environment to be 

gained by adopting the method or methods; and 

 

e) maintaining and enhancing existing air quality in 

the neighbourhood as far as practicable.     

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

______________________________ 
 

3 Protection of the air resource 

(taonga) and wāhi tapu from the 

intrusion of odour or visual 

contaminants  
 

Policy 3.1: Hapū and iwi involvement in air 

quality management  
 

Procedures and approaches will be adopted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council to enable iwi o Taranaki to 

participate in air management decision-making 

processes.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

 

Policy 3.2: Wāhi tapu and other sites of 

significance  
 

The adverse effects of the discharge of contaminants 

to air on wāhi tapu and other places, areas or features 

of significance to iwi o Taranaki should be avoided, 

remedied or mitigated to the fullest extent practicable.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

______________________________ 

 

 

4  Discharge of contaminants to 
air from industrial or trade 
premises or industrial or trade 
processes (excluding waste 
management processes)12 

 

                                                                 
12 Rules 1 to 7 in the Regional Air Quality Plan provide for 

discharges to air whether on industrial or trade premises or 

on production land.  

Policy 4.1: Avoidance, remediation or 
mitigation – General policy  

   

The discharge of contaminants to air from industrial or 

trade premises or industrial or trade processes, 

including the rate and concentrations of the discharge, 

will be managed to avoid, remedy or mitigate any 

significant off site adverse effects on the environment 

arising from the discharge. 

   

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4 ) 

 
Policy 4.2: Actual or potential effects that 

require particular consideration  
 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from industrial or trade premises 

or industrial or trade processes, particular regard will 

be had to the following effects:   

 

a) any actual or potential effects on the health and 

functioning of ecosystems, plants and animals 

including indigenous ecosystems and plants and 

animals of commercial significance; 

 

b) any actual or potential effects on amenity values, 

including any effects of odour or particulate 

matter arising from the discharge, and any 

nuisance effects; 

 

c) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

d) any actual or potential adverse effects on other 

receiving environments; 

 

e) any actual or potential adverse effects on human 

health, safety and well-being; 

 

f) any cumulative adverse effects identified in Policy 

2.6; 

 

g) any adverse effects of low probability but high 

potential impact; and 

 

h) any positive effects of the discharge, including 

social and economic benefits of activities using 

air resources. 

   

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4) 

 

Policy 4.3: Assessment of effects  
 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from industrial or trade premises 

or industrial or trade processes, matters that will be 

taken into account include: 

 

a) the nature, volume, composition and 

concentration of the contaminant and the 

frequency, rate, location  and manner of the 

discharge; 

 

b) the design, construction and operation of 

industrial and trade processes or facilities and  
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their capacity for avoiding, remedying or 

mitigating adverse environmental effects; 

 

c)     surrounding environmental conditions that may 

affect the frequency, duration, intensity and 

degree of environmental effects including 

topography, wind speed and direction, and other 

climatic or weather conditions; and  

 

d) the best practicable option to prevent or 

minimise any adverse effects on the environment 

in accordance with Policy 2.7. 

 

(This policy relates to objective 4) 

______________________________ 

 
5 Discharge of contaminants to 

air from waste management 
processes  

 
Policy 5.1 Avoidance, remediation, or 

mitigation – General policy  
 
The discharge of contaminants to air from waste 

management processes, including the rate and 

concentrations of the discharge, will be managed to 

avoid, remedy or mitigate any significant off site 

adverse effects on the environment arising from the 

discharge. 

 
(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 
Policy 5.2: Actual or potential effects that 

require particular consideration  
 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from waste management 

processes, particular regard will be had to the 

following effects:   

 

a) any actual or potential effects on the health and 

functioning of ecosystems, plants and animals 

including indigenous ecosystems and plants and 

animals of commercial significance; 

 

b) any actual or potential effects on amenity values, 

including any effects of odour or particulate 

matter arising from the discharge, and any 

nuisance effects; 

 

c) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

d) any actual or potential adverse effects on other 

receiving environments; 

 

e) any actual or potential adverse effects on human 

health, safety and well-being; 

 

f) any cumulative adverse effects identified in Policy 

2.6; 

 

g) any adverse effects of low probability but high 

potential impact; and 

 

h) any positive effects of the discharge, including 

social and economic benefits of activities using 

air resources. 

   

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4) 

 
Policy 5.3: Assessment of effects  
 
In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from waste management 

processes, matters that will be taken into account 

include: 

 

a) the nature, volume, composition and 

concentration of the contaminant and the 

frequency, rate, location and manner of the 

discharge; 

 

b) the design, construction and operation of waste 

management processes or facilities and their 

capacity for avoiding, remedying or mitigating 

adverse environmental effects; 

 

c) surrounding environmental conditions that may 

affect the frequency, duration, intensity and 

degree of environmental effects including 

topography, wind speed and direction, and other 

climatic or weather conditions; and  

 

d) the best practicable option to prevent or 

minimise any adverse effects on the environment 

in accordance with Policy 2.7. 

 

(This policy relates to objective 4) 

 

_______________________________________ 
 
6 Discharge of contaminants to 

air from site development, 
earthworks or the application 
of soil conditioners  

 

Policy 6.1: Avoidance, remediation or 
mitigation – General policy  

 

The discharge of contaminants to air from site 

development, earthworks or the application of soil 

conditioners, including the rate and concentration of 

the discharge, will be managed to avoid, remedy or 

mitigate any significant off site adverse effects on the 

environment arising from the discharge.  

  

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

Policy 6.2: Actual or potential effects that 
require particular consideration  

 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from site development, 

earthworks or the application of soil conditioners, 

particular regard will be had to the following effects: 

 

a) any actual or potential effects on the health and 

functioning of ecosystems, plants and animals 

including indigenous ecosystems and plants and 

animals of commercial significance; 
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b) any actual or potential effects on amenity values, 

including any effects of odour or particulate 

matter arising from the discharge, and any 

nuisance effects;  

 

c) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

d) any actual or potential adverse effects on other 

receiving environments; 

 

e) any actual or potential adverse effects on human 

health, safety and well-being; 

 

f) any cumulative adverse effects identified in Policy 

2.6; 

 

g) any adverse effects of low probability but high 

potential impact; and 

 

h) any positive effects of the discharge, including 

social and economic benefits of activities using 

air resources. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4) 

 
Policy 6.3: Assessment of effects  
 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from site development, 

earthworks or the application of soil conditioners, 

matters that will be taken into account include:  

 

a) the nature, volume, composition and 

concentration of the contaminant and the 

frequency, rate and manner of the discharge; 

 

b)   surrounding environmental conditions that may 

affect the frequency, duration, intensity and 

degree of environmental effects including 

topography, wind speed and direction, and other 

climatic or weather conditions; and  

 

c) the best practicable option to prevent or 

minimise any adverse effects on the environment 

in accordance with Policy 2.7. 

 

(This policy relates to objective 4) 

______________________________ 
 

7 Discharges of contaminants to 
air from aquaculture or 
intensive farming processes  

 
Policy 7.1: Avoidance, remediation or 

mitigation – General policy 
 

The discharge of contaminants to air from 

aquaculture or intensive farming processes, including 

the rate and concentration of the discharge, will be 

managed to avoid, remedy or mitigate any significant 

off site adverse effects on the environment arising 

from the discharge.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

Policy 7.2: Actual or potential effects that 
require particular consideration  

 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from aquaculture or intensive 

farming processes, particular regard will be had to the 

following effects:   

 

a) any actual or potential effects on the health and 

functioning of ecosystems, plants and animals 

including indigenous ecosystems and plants and 

animals of commercial significance; 

 

b) any actual or potential effects on amenity values, 

including any effects of odour or particulate 

matter arising from the discharge, and any 

nuisance effects; 

 

c) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

d) any actual or potential adverse effects on other 

receiving environments; 

 

e) any actual or potential adverse effects on human 

health, safety and wellbeing; 

 

f) any cumulative adverse effects identified in Policy 

2.6; 

 

g) any adverse effects of low probability but high 

potential impact; and 

 

h) any positive effects of the discharge, including 

social and economic benefits of activities using 

air resources. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2, 3 & 4) 

 

Policy 7.3     Assessment of effects  
 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from aquaculture or intensive 

farming processes, matters that will be taken into 

account include: 

 

a) the nature, volume, composition and 

concentration of the contaminant and the 

frequency, rate, location and manner of the 

discharge; 

 

b) the design and operation of the aquaculture or 

intensive farming operations or facilities and their 

capacity for avoiding, remedying or mitigating 

adverse environmental effects; 

 

c) surrounding environmental conditions that may 

affect the frequency, duration, intensity and 

degree of environmental effects including 

topography, wind speed and direction, and other 

climatic or weather conditions; and  

 

d)     the best practicable option to prevent or 

minimise any adverse effects on the environment 

in accordance with Policy 2.7. 

 

(This policy relates to objective 4) 

______________________________ 
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8  Discharge of agrichemicals 

into the air  
    

Policy 8.1: Good management practice – 
General policy  

 

All persons discharging agrichemicals to air should 

apply good management practices to avoid or 

minimise any actual or potential adverse effects of the 

discharge beyond the property of application or on 

other non-target areas or species within the property 

boundary. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4 ) 

 

Policy 8.2: Actual or potential effects that 
require particular consideration 

 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

agrichemicals to air by spray application, particular 

regard will be had to the following effects in non-target 

areas: 

 

a) any actual or potential adverse effects on human 

health, safety and well-being; 

 

b) any actual or potential adverse effects on 

amenity values; 

 

c) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

d) any actual or potential adverse effects on other 

receiving environments and in particular any 

such effects on rivers, lakes and other 

waterbodies; and 

 

e) any actual or potential adverse effects on the 

health and functioning of ecosystems, plants and 

animals of commercial significance. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

Policy 8.3: Assessment of effects 
 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

agrichemicals to air by spray application matters that 

will be taken into account include: 

 

a) the type of agrichemicals to be discharged; 

 

b) the type and performance of the spray equipment 

to be used; 

 

c) operating methods and procedures including 

spray concentration and pressures, spraying 

height and location, and notification 

requirements; 

 

d) the nature of any training in the use and spray 

application of agrichemicals undertaken by the 

operators; 

 

e) weather conditions including wind speed and 

direction, temperature and humidity; 

 

f) manufacturers’ instructions and operating 

guidelines and codes of practice; and 

 

g) spray drift avoidance measures. 

 

(This policy relates to objective 4) 

______________________________ 

 
9 Burning of vegetation on 

production or forested land 
  

Policy 9.1: Avoidance, remediation or 
mitigation – General policy 

 

Discharges to air resulting from the burning of 

vegetation on production land or forested land will be 

managed and controlled to prevent or minimise any 

adverse effects on the environment. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

  

Policy 9.2: Actual or potential effects that 
require particular consideration 

 

In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from the burning of vegetation on 

production land or forested land, particular regard will 

be had to the following effects: 

 

a) any actual or potential effects on amenity values; 

 

b) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

c) any actual or potential nuisance effects including 

reduced visibility, increased risk of irritation of 

breathing passages, or damage to or soiling of 

property; and 

 

d) the release of offensive or objectionable odour. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

______________________________ 
 

10   Discharges to air from fire 
training activities or fire 
safety research or education 
purposes  

 
 Policy 10.1: Avoidance, remediation or 
 mitigation – General policy  
 
Discharges to air resulting from fire training activities 

or fire safety research or education purposes will be 

managed and controlled to prevent or minimise any 

adverse effects on the environment. 

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 

Policy 10.2: Actual or potential effects that 
 require particular consideration  
 
In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from fire training activities or fire 
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safety research or education purposes, particular 

regard will be had to the following effects: 

 

a) any actual or potential effects on amenity values; 

 

b) any actual or potential adverse effects on areas, 

places, sites or features identified in Policy 2.3; 

 

c) any actual or potential nuisance effects including 

reduced visibility, increased risk of irritation of 

breathing passages, or damage to or soiling of 

property; and  

 

d) the release of offensive or objectionable odour.  

 

(This policy relates to objectives 1, 2 and 4) 

 
Policy 10.3: Assessment of effects 
 
In considering the effects of any discharge of 

contaminants to air from fire training activities or fire 

safety research or education purposes, matters that 

will be taken into account include: 

 

a) the nature, volume, composition and 

concentration of the contaminant and the 

frequency, rate and manner of the discharge; 

 

b) surrounding environmental conditions that may 

affect the frequency, duration, intensity and 

degree of environmental effects including 

topography, wind speed and direction, and other 

climatic or weather conditions; and 

 

c) the best practicable option to prevent or 

minimise any adverse effects on the environment 

in accordance with Policy 2.7.  

 

(This policy relates to objective 4) 

______________________________ 

 
11 Discharges to air from 

domestic sources  
  
Policy 11.1: Avoidance, remediation or 

mitigation – General policy 
 
Measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse 

effects of discharges to air from domestic fires and 

home heating appliances will be promoted when 

practicable and appropriate. 
 

(This policy relates to objective 1)  
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3.5 Methods of implementation 
 

The Taranaki Regional Council will use the following methods to implement the policies: 

 

 

METH 1   Apply the regional rules in Section 4 of this plan to allow, regulate or prohibit (as appropriate): 

 

a) the discharge of contaminants to air from industrial or trade premises or industrial or trade processes 

(excluding waste management processes); 

 

b) the discharge of contaminants to air from waste management processes; 

 

c) site development, earthworks or the application of soil conditioners;  

 

d) aquaculture or intensive farming processes; 

 

e) agrichemical spraying operations; 

 

f) burning of vegetation or waste material;  

 

g) fire training activities or fire safety research or education purposes; and 

 

h) other activities involving discharges of contaminants to air, as appropriate.  

 

                   

METH 2    Apply the policies together with Section 104 of the Resource Management Act 1991, as appropriate, when:  

 

a) considering whether or not to grant a discharge to air permit; and  

 

b) considering the conditions to set on an air discharge permit. 

 

 

METH 3 Require, when appropriate, an applicant for permits to discharge contaminants to air, to adopt the best 

practicable option to prevent or minimise the adverse effects of the discharges on the environment. 

 

 

METH 4 Consult with iwi and hapū with regard to the identification of places of special cultural and traditional value 

associated with the air resource, with the aim of ensuring these values are recognised and provided for in 

the resource consent process and, where appropriate, these places and values are adequately protected 

from the adverse effects of activities.   

 

 

METH 5 Provide advice and information, including guidelines, to landowners, resource users and the public: 

 

a) to generally promote awareness of air quality issues; 

 

b) to encourage the adoption of principles and practices that avoid or mitigate adverse effects on air 

quality; and 

 

c) on systems, siting, design, installation, operation and maintenance procedures for industrial, domestic 

and agricultural activities that discharge to air. 

 

 

METH 6 Support and promote the preparation and adoption by sector groups of guidelines and certification 

programmes to avoid or mitigate adverse effects on air quality arising from: 

 

a) farming activities that may generate significant odour such as piggeries, poultry farms and on-site land 

application of treated or untreated effluents or other contaminants; 

 

b)    agrichemical spraying operations; and 

 

c) spray application of paint, fibreglass and similar activities. 

 

 

METH 7 Work with feed suppliers to the poultry growing industry, to research and promote feed formulations that 

reduce the environmental effects of broiler operations. 
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METH 8 Monitor and gather information on the state of the air resource of the Taranaki region, the nature of and 

effects of the discharge of contaminants to air, including cumulative and cross media effects and methods 

to avoid, remedy or mitigate those effects.  

 

 

METH 9 Receive and respond to public complaints about discharges to air within the region.  

 

 

METH 10 In conjunction with the territorial authorities, implement memoranda of understanding to promote effective 

integrated management of air quality issues.  

 

 

METH 11 Apply and, when appropriate, contribute to the monitoring of national environmental standards relating to 

air quality.   

 

 

METH 12 Advocate to relevant agencies appropriate policies, strategies or programmes to assist in the 

implementation of the objectives, policies and methods of the Plan.  

 

  

METH 13 Provide information to landowners, resource users and the public regarding the location of the electricity 

transmission networks in the Taranaki region.  

 

 

METH 14 Encourage the installation of cleaner forms of heating and clean heating appliances and increases in 

energy efficiency of dwellings.  

 

 

METH 15 Define a Port Air Zone in the Regional Coastal Plan for Taranaki to provide appropriate boundaries for 

controlling the effects of air emissions in the costal marine area at Port Taranaki. 
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4 Regional rules 

 

4.1  Introduction  
 

Section 3.0 of this plan states that regional rules will be used to control the discharge of contaminants to air. This 

section contains the detail of the regional rules to give effect to the policies in this plan. 

 

Section 15(1)(c) of the Act provides that discharges to air from any industrial or trade premises, are allowed only if 

authorised by a resource consent or by a rule in this plan or by regulations. This means that unless a specific rule in 

this section of the plan provides otherwise, then it will be necessary for any discharge to air from a particular industrial 

or trade premises to be authorised by a resource consent obtained through the full application and assessment 

process set out within Part VI of the Act. 

 

Section 15(2) of the Act provides that discharges to air from any other source are regulated only if covered by a rule in 

a plan or by regulations. This means that any discharges to air from any places that are not industrial or trade premises 

(and including farmland, residential properties, and all moveable sources) are allowed, unless a rule in this plan, or 

regulation, provides otherwise. 

 

Advisory note: Notwithstanding any other rules in this Plan, all plantation forestry activities regulated under the 

Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 must comply 

with those regulations. Where there is conflict or duplication between a rule in this plan and those regulations, the 

regulations prevail. 

 

 

4.2  Rule tables 
 

This section contains tables which set out the regional rules applying to the discharge of contaminants to air. Sections 

4.2.1 and 4.2.2 explain how the rules are arranged and how the rule tables are formatted. 

 

4.2.1 Arrangement of rules 
 

The regional rules are arranged under seven categories reflecting the source of the discharge to air or an activity 

discharging to air. The seven categories are then divided into particular sources or activities as shown in Table 1. 

 

Table 1 shows for each activity the rule number which applies to the activity, the classification of the activity (i.e. 

permitted, controlled, restricted discretionary) and the page number where the relevant rule or rules can be found. 
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Table 1: Arrangement of rules according to discharge  of source and activity  
 

CATEGORY RULE NUMBER AND TITLE CLASSIFICATION PAGE 

DISCHARGES FROM 

INDUSTRIAL OR TRADE 

PREMISES OR INDUSTRIAL 

OR TRADE PROCESSES 

(EXCLUDING WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 

PROCESSES) 

DISCHARGES FROM INDUSTRIAL OR TRADE PREMISES 
OR INDUSTRIAL OR TRADE PROCESSES (EXCLUDING 
WASTE MANAGEMENT PROCESSES) 

 

Discharges of products of combustion – specified fuel types – 
whether on industrial or trade premises or on production land 

 
Rule 1 Small scale combustion of natural gas or liquefied 

petroleum gas 
Rule 2 Small scale combustion of natural gas or liquefied 

petroleum gas producing visible smoke 
Rule 3 Mid scale combustion of natural gas or liquefied petroleum 

gas 
Rule 4 Mid scale combustion of natural gas or liquefied petroleum 

gas producing visible smoke 
Rule 5 Small scale combustion of specified fuels not covered by 

Rules 1 and 2 
Rule 6 Mid scale combustion of specified fuels not covered by 

Rules 3 and 4 
Rule 7 Combustion of specified fuels that cannot comply with 

Rules 5 and 6 
 
Discharges from the combustion of materials containing metals 
 
Rule 8      Combustion of materials containing metals (whether 
                 ferrous or non ferrous) 
 
Discharges from hydrocarbon well sites or gas treatment or 
production plants  
 
Rule 9 Discharges from hydrocarbon exploration well sites 
Rule 10    Discharges from hydrocarbon exploration well sites that do 

not comply with Rule 9  
Rule 11 Discharges from gas treatment or production plants 
Rule 12 Discharges from hydrocarbon producing well head or well 

sites  
 
Discharges of contaminants incidental to trade processes  
 
Rule 13 Minor discharges from commercial, retail or industrial or 

trade premises  
Rule 14 Discharges from hydrocarbon distribution and transmission 

networks  
Rule 15    Discharges from power stations, electrical substations or    
                switchyards not covered by Rules 1 to 54 and/or Rules 56    
                to 63 
Rule 16    Discharges from recreational or trade processes  
 
Discharges from abrasive blasting processes  
 
Rule 17 Wet abrasive blasting  
Rule 18 Abrasive blasting – fixed source  
Rule 19 Abrasive blasting – moveable source  
Rule 20 Moveable abrasive blasting that does not comply with Rule 

19 
Rule 21 Use of high-silica sands in dry abrasive blasting  
 
Discharges from other moveable or fixed industrial sources  
 
Rule 22 Moveable road burners  
Rule 23    Moveable or permanent asphalt/bitumen plants 
 
 
 
Discharge of heat or water vapour-based plumes from fixed 
sources  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Permitted 

 
Controlled 

 
Permitted 

 
Controlled 

 
Permitted 

 
Permitted 

 
Controlled 

 
 
 
 
 

Prohibited  
 
 
 
 

 
Controlled 
Restricted 

Discretionary 
Controlled  
Restricted 

Discretionary 
 
 

 
Permitted 

 
Permitted 

 
Permitted 

 
 

Permitted 
 
 

 
Permitted 
Controlled 
Controlled 
Restricted 

Discretionary 
Prohibited 

 
 

 
Prohibited 

Discretionary 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
61 
 

61 
 

61 
 

62 
 

62 
 

62 
 

63 
 
 
 
 
 

64 
 
 
 
 

 
64 
65 

 
66 
67 
 
 
 

 
69 
 

70 
 

70 
 
 

71 
 
 
 

71 
72 
73 
73 
 

74 
 

 
 

75 
75 
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CATEGORY RULE NUMBER AND TITLE CLASSIFICATION PAGE 

 
Rule 24 Air cooled heat exchanges  
Rule 25 Small-scale discharges to air from water-based cooling 

systems  
Rule 26 Large-scale discharges to air from water-based cooling 

systems  
Rule 27 Discharges of steam  
Rule 28 Discharges from cooling towers that do not comply with 

Rules 25 or 26 
 

Fumigation  
 
Rule 29    Fumigation 
 

 
 

Permitted 
Permitted 

 
Permitted 

 
Permitted 
Restricted 

Discretionary 
 

 
 

Permitted 

 
 

75 
75 
 

75 
 

76 
76 
 
 
 
 

77 

DISCHARGES FROM 

INDUSTRIAL OR TRADE 

PREMISES OR OTHER 

PLACES OR SOURCES  

DISCHARGES FROM WASTE MANAGEMENT PROCESSES 
 
Discharge from waste management  processes  – combustion   
 
Rule 30   Combustion of specific waste material other than in an 

incinerator  
Rule 31   Combustion of industrial or trade waste in an incinerator  
  
Rule 32  Combustion of industrial or trade waste in a high 

temperature hazardous waste incinerator  
Rule 33   On-farm solid waste disposal by combustion  
Rule 34   Residential waste disposal by combustion  
 
Discharges from waste management processes – disposal of 
solid wastes to land  
 
Rule 35   On-farm solid waste disposal to land 
Rule 36   Composting or disposal to land of waste material - 
                residential areas  
Rule 37   Active landfills  
Rule 38   Closed landfills  
Rule 39   Cleanfills 
 
Discharges from waste management processes –  liquid 
contaminants  
 
Rule 40    On-farm liquid waste management processes 
Rule 41    Sewage treatment 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Prohibited 

 
Restricted 

Discretionary 
Restricted 

Discretionary 
Permitted 
Prohibited 

 
 
 
 

Permitted 
Permitted 

 
Controlled 
Permitted 
Permitted  

 
 
 
 

Permitted 
Permitted 

 

 
 
 
 

 
81 
 

81 
 

82 
 

82 
83 
 
 
 

 
84 
84 
 

84 
85 
85 
 
 
 
 

86 
86 
 

DISCHARGES FROM LAND: 

SITE DEVELOPMENT, 

EARTHWORKS OR THE 

APPLICATION OF SOIL 

CONDITIONERS  

Discharges from site development  
 
Rule 42   Site development and landscaping 
 
Discharges from earthworks  
 
Rule 43   Small-scale earthworks  
Rule 44   Large-scale earthworks 
 
Discharges from the application of fertiliser or other soil 
conditioners 
 
Rule 45   Fertilisers or other soil conditioners 

 
 

Permitted 
 
 
 

Permitted 
Controlled 

 
 
 
 

Permitted 

 
 

89 
 

 

 

89 
90 
 
 
 
 

90 

 

DISCHARGES FROM 

AQUACULTURE OR 

INTENSIVE FARMING 

PROCESSES  

 

 

Aquaculture processes  
 
Rule 46   Aquaculture processes 
 
Intensive pig farming processes  
 
Rule 47   Small intensive pig farming processes 
Rule 48   Existing intensive pig farming processes   
 
Rule 49  New large intensive pig farming processes 

 
 

Permitted 
 
 
 

Permitted 
Restricted 

Discretionary  

 
 

93 
 
 
 

93 
93 
 

94 
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CATEGORY RULE NUMBER AND TITLE CLASSIFICATION PAGE 

 
Rule 50   Intensive pig farming processes that do not comply with 
                Rules 47 , 48 or  49 
 
Intensive poultry farming processes  
 
Rule 51   Small intensive poultry farming processes 
Rule 52   Existing poultry farming processes   
 
Rule 53  New large intensive poultry farming processes  
 
Rule 54   Intensive poultry farming processes that do not comply with 

Rules 51, 52 or 53 
 

Restricted 
Discretionary 
Discretionary 

 
 
 

 
Permitted 
Restricted 

Discretionary  
Restricted 

Discretionary  
Discretionary  

 
94 
 
 
 

 
94 
94 

 
95 
 

95 

DISCHARGES NOT 

PROVIDED FOR BY RULES 

1 - 54 

Discharges from any industrial or trade premises, production 
land, waste management process, site development, earthworks, 
the application of soil conditioners, aquaculture or intensive 
farming processes not provided for in Rules 1 to 54 
 
Rule 55   Discharges to air that cannot comply with Rules 1 to 54  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Discretionary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
99 

DISCHARGE OF 

AGRICHEMICALS INTO THE 

AIR  

Discharge of agrichemicals 
 
Rule 56   Discharges of agrichemicals – production land  
Rule 57   Discharge of agrichemicals – public amenity areas or  
                roadside or railside verges  
Rule 58    Discharge of agrichemicals that do not comply with Rules     
                 56 or 57 
 

 
 

Permitted 
Permitted 

 
Restricted  

Discretionary  

 

 
 

103 
105 

 
107 

BURNING13  

Burning of vegetation on production land or forested land 
 
Rule 59   Burning of vegetation on production land or forested land 
Rule 60   Burning of  vegetation that does not comply with Rule 59 
 
Burning of tyres or untreated used oil  
 
Rule 61    Burning of tyres or untreated used oil  
 
Fire Training Activities or Fire Safety Research or Education 
Purposes  
 
Rule 62    Fire training activities 
Rule 63    Fire training activities that do not comply with Rule 62         
                       
 

 
 

Permitted 
Controlled 

 
 
 

Prohibited  
 
 
 

 
Permitted 
Controlled 

 

 
111 
111 

 
 

 
112 

 

 

 

 

112 
113 

 

 
   

                                                                 
13 Refer to additional notes in respect of Rules 59 and 60. 
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4.2.2 How the tables are formatted 
 

Each table contains seven columns headed:  

 activity;  

 rule;  

 standards/terms/conditions;  

 classification;  

 notification;  

 control/discretion; and  

 policy reference. 

 

Activity 

The activity column describes the type of activity to be, 

or being, undertaken. For the activity to come within 

and continue to comply with the rule, the activity must 

come within the description contained in the ‘activity' 

column and meet any standards/terms/conditions in 

the ‘standards/terms/conditions' column (see below).  

 

Rule 

The column headed ‘rule’ contains the rule number, 

for reference purposes and a brief description of the 

rule.   

 

Standards/Terms/Conditions 

The column contains: 

 standards and terms for controlled, restricted 

discretionary and discretionary activities; and 

 conditions for permitted activities. 

 

Classification 

The activity is classified as permitted, controlled, 

restricted discretionary, discretionary, or prohibited. 

 

How the classifications are used: 

 

A permitted activity can be carried out without a 

resource consent, provided that all conditions in the 

‘standards/terms/conditions’ column are met. The 

rule is complete in itself. 

 

A controlled activity may be carried out only if a 

discharge permit is obtained for that activity.  

However, the Council must grant the permit and may 

only include conditions on the permit in relation to the 

matters set out in the ‘control/discretion’ column.   

The Council will consider the application and any 

conditions, in accordance with Section 104 of the Act 

including consideration of the objective and policies in 

the Plan.  

 

A restricted discretionary activity may be carried out 

only if a discharge permit is obtained.  The Council 

may decline or grant a discharge permit for this type of 

discretionary activity.  The Council will exercise its 

discretion in accordance with Section 104 of the Act 

including consideration of the objectives and policies 

in the Plan.  

 

However, the Council’s power to decline a resource 

consent and to include conditions are restricted to the 

matters to which the Council has restricted the 

exercise of its discretion as set out in the 

‘control/discretion’ column.   

 

A discretionary activity may be carried out only if a 

discharge permit is obtained.  The Council may decline 

or grant a discharge permit for this type of 

discretionary activity. The Council will exercise its 

discretion in accordance with Section 104 of the Act 

including consideration of the objectives and policies 

in the Plan. The Council may consider any matter 

allowed under Section 104, including all effects on the 

environment. If the discharge to air permit is granted, 

the Council may include any conditions on the permit 

that fall within the Council's powers under Section 108 

of the Act. 

 

No consent may be granted for a prohibited activity 

and such activities cannot be carried out under any 

circumstances. 

 

Note: an activity or premises may involve more than 

one type of discharge to air. Different rules and 

classifications may apply to each type of discharge. All 

rules relating to particular activities or premises must 

be complied with. 

 

Notification 

The Taranaki Regional Council may process a resource 

consent application for a discharge permit as a 

notified application, limited notified, or as a non-

notified application. The Council’s powers are set out 

in Sections 95A and 95B of the Resource 

Management Act 1991.  The test to be applied by the 

Council will depend on whether the proposed activity 

is a controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary 

or non-complying activity.  However, an application for 

any type of activity must be publicly notified if the 

Council decides that special circumstances exist in 

relation to the application (Section 95A(4)) or if the 

applicant has requested notification,(Section 

95A(2)(b)).  

 

In summary, the notification requirements are as 

follows: 

 

Controlled activities  

 

a) If the plan includes a rule that requires 

notification, the application must be notified. 

 

b) If the plan includes a rule waiving service of the 

application, the application will be processed as 

non-notified. 

 

c) If the plan is silent on notification and service (i.e. 

the Notification column is blank), the Council will 

asses whether there are any affected persons. 

 

i. If there are no affected persons, the 

application will be processed as non-notified. 

 

ii. If there are affected persons, and written 

approval has been obtained from every 

person who, in the Council’s opinion, may be 

adversely affected by the activity, the 

application will be processed as non-notified. 

 

iii. If there are some affected persons who have 

not given their written approval, the Council 

must serve notice of the application on all 

affected persons (limited notification). 
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Restricted discretionary activities  

 

a) If a rule in the plan waives notification (but not 

service), or a rule requiring the service of the 

application, the Council will assess whether there 

are any affected persons.  The application will be 

serviced on all persons who, in the opinion of the 

Council, may be adversely affected by the activity, 

unless all of those persons have given their 

written approval to the activity. 

 

b) If a rule in the plan waives both notification and 

service of the application, the application will be 

processed as non-notified.  

 

c) If a rule in the plan is silent on notification and 

service (i.e. the Notification column is blank), the 

Council will assess whether the adverse effects of 

the activity will be minor.  If the Council considers 

that the adverse effects of the activity will be 

more than minor, the application will be publicly 

notified.  If  the Council considers that the 

adverse effects of the activity will be minor, the 

application will not be publicly notified but will be 

served on all persons who, in the opinion of the 

Council, may be adversely affected by the activity, 

unless all of those persons have given their 

written approval to the activity (as above in (a)). 

 

d) If an applicant requests notification, or if the 

Council considers that special circumstances 

exist, the application will be notified and served, 

regardless of whether the rule waives notification 

or service.  

 

Discretionary and non-complying activities  

 

a) All applications for discretionary and non-

complying activities must be notified unless the 

Council is satisfied that the adverse effects of the 

activity will be minor. 

 

b) If the Council considers that the adverse effects 

of the activity will be minor, the Council will 

assess whether there are any affected persons 

(as above). 

 

In the table of rules, the Notification column will 

generally be blank.  However, for intensive farming 

processes the column may contain the words 

“applications will be publicly notified unless the 

Taranaki Regional Council is satisfied that the adverse 

effects of the activity on the environment will not be 

more than minor.  If the Taranaki Regional Council is 

satisfied that the adverse effects of the activity on the 

environment will not be more than minor, the Council 

will serve notice of applications on the owners and the 

occupiers of any off site dwellinghouse located within 

the buffer distances specified in [either Table 1 of 

Appendix IV (if any) or Table 1 of Appendix V (if any) of 

the Plan], at the time this Plan became operative, or 

the time the activity was first established14, whichever 

was the earlier, who have not otherwise given written 

approval for the activity.   

 

                                                                 
14 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge 

consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council. 

In addition, for hydrocarbon exploration processes the 

column may contain the words “applications will be 

publicly notified unless the Taranaki Regional Council 

is satisfied that the adverse effects of the activity on 

the environment will not be more than minor.  If the 

Taranaki Regional Council is satisfied that the adverse 

effects of the activity will not be more than minor, the 

Council will serve notice of applications on the owners 

and occupiers of any dwellinghouse located within 

300 metres of the flare or incinerator point at the time 

this Plan became operative or the time the activity was 

first established15, whichever was the earlier, who 

have not otherwise given written approval for the 

activity.  

 

For the avoidance of doubt, a written approval given 

by an owner or occupier when an activity was first 

established shall remain applicable to, and be 

deemed to also be written approval for, the re-

consenting of that activity, if the following conditions 

are met: 

 

(a) a new consent is being applied for to replace or 

renew an existing consent; and   

(b) the nature, scale and extent of activity and its 

effects (other than duration of flaring) are the same 

as or less than that authorised by the existing 

consent being replaced or renewed; and 

(c) the approval states that it is given irrespective of 

the duration of the flaring activity”.  

 

Control/Discretion 

This column states the matters over which the Council 

reserves control (in relation to a controlled activity) or 

to which it has restricted the exercise of its discretion 

(in relation to a discretionary activity). The Council is 

limited to these matters when considering the 

environmental effects of the activity and when setting 

conditions on a resource consent. 

 

When the column is blank, one of three situations 

applies: 

 

• The activity is a permitted activity, and by 

definition no control or discretion can be 

reserved. 

 

• The activity is a prohibited activity, and by 

definition no control or discretion can be 

reserved. 

 

• The activity is a discretionary activity for which 

the Council has retained full discretion, which 

will be exercised in accordance with the 

objectives and policies of the plan and the 

matters to be considered in Section 104 of the 

Act. 

 

Policy References 

The ‘policy references’ column cross-references the 

policies in Section 3.0 of this Plan that are generally 

relevant to the type of activity governed by that rule. 

 

Policy references are included as a guide to all plan 

users, including the Council, as to the policies that the 

Council will consider when deciding a discharge permit 

15 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge 

consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council for 

the activity.  
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application and the conditions that may be placed on 

a discharge permit.  

 

4.2.3 Interpretation of noxious, 
toxic, hazardous, dangerous, 
offensive and objectionable 
effects 
 

Several rules in this Plan use the terms ‘noxious’, 

‘dangerous’, ‘toxic’, ‘hazardous’, ‘offensive’ and 

‘objectionable’.  The terms ‘dangerous’, ‘hazardous’, 

‘offensive’ and ‘objectionable’ are also included in 

Section 17 of the Act.  Whether an activity is ‘noxious’, 

‘dangerous’, ‘toxic’, ‘hazardous’, ‘offensive’ or 

‘objectionable’ depends upon an objective 

assessment.   

 

Reference to the terms ‘noxious’, ‘dangerous’, ‘toxic’, 

‘hazardous’, ‘offensive’ or ‘objectionable’ are made in 

the definition section of this Plan.  The definitions refer 

Plan users to this section.  There is no standard 

definition to these terms because of the need to take 

account of case law precedent as it develops – that is, 

the Plan cannot override interpretation decided by the 

judiciary.  However, the following notes are intended to 

provide some guidance for interpreting these terms: 

 

 

a) NOXIOUS, TOXIC, HAZARDOUS, DANGEROUS -  

 

Definitions of these terms can be found in the 

dictionary – for example (from the Concise Oxford 

Dictionary, 10th Edition, 2001): 

 

 noxious means – “harmful, poisonous, or very 

unpleasant” 

 

 toxic means – “poisonous; of, relating to, or 

caused by poison” 

 

 hazardous means – “risky, dangerous” 

 

 dangerous means – “able or likely to cause 

harm or injury”. 

 

Dangerous is defined as “…involving or causing 

exposure to harm”.  Dangerous discharges include 

those that are likely to cause adverse physical health 

effects, such as discharges containing toxic 

concentrations of chemicals. 

 

In determining whether a discharge causes any 

noxious, toxic, hazardous or dangerous levels of 

contaminants, a Council enforcement officer may 

consider: 

 

 the Workplace Exposure Standards 

(Department of Labour, 2010): as a guide, the 

concentration of any contaminant specified in 

the Workplace Exposure Standards should not 

exceed one thirtieth of the time-weighted 

average for the short-term exposure standard 

on adjacent properties or on public land;  

 

 the Ambient Air Quality Guidelines (Ministry for 

the Environment, 2002) as they relate to 

hazardous substances; 

 

 the frequency, intensity, duration and location 

of exposure;  

 

 the sensitivity of the receiving environment;  

 

 relevant provisions under the Hazardous 

Substances and New Organisms Act 1996; and 

 

 advice provided by Taranaki District Health 

Boards’ Medical Officer of Health/Health 

Protection Officers and Territorial Authority (TA) 

environmental health officers.  

 

Primary reference for determining compliance or 

otherwise with noxious, toxic, hazardous or dangerous 

effects are national environmental standards for air 

quality that may be set by the Government of New 

Zealand from time to time, and the Workplace 

Exposure Standards (Department of Labour, 2010), 

with the application of additional safety factors 

(usually a reduction to 30 times lower than the 

Workplace Exposure Standards). 

 

Note: it is ERMA that consider applications to 

introduce hazardous substances and new organisms.  

ERMA New Zealand is responsible for monitoring 

compliance with conditions attached to approved 

applications.  ERMA also monitor enforcement and the 

general effectiveness of the Hazardous Substances 

and New Organisms (HSNO) Act 1996. 

 

 

b) OFFENSIVE, OBJECTIONABLE –  

 

‘Offensive’ is defined as “…giving or meant to give 

offence…..disgusting, foul-smelling, nauseous, 

repulsive”.  ‘Objectionable’ is defined as “…open to 

objection, unpleasant, offensive”.  Case law has 

established that what may be offensive or 

objectionable under the Resource Management Act 

cannot be defined or prescribed except in the most 

general terms.  Each case will depend upon its own 

circumstances.  Key considerations include: 

 

 (i) Location of an activity and sensitivity of 

the receiving environment - For example, 

what may be considered offensive or 

objectionable in an urban area, may not 

necessarily be considered offensive or 

objectionable in a rural area. 

 

 (ii)    Reasonableness – Whether or not an 

activity is offensive or objectionable 

should be determined by an ordinary 

person who is representative of the 

community at large and neither 

hypersensitive nor insensitive, in deciding 

whether the activity is disgusting, 

nauseous, repulsive or otherwise 

objectionable. 

 

 (iii)   Existing uses – It is important to consider 

what lawfully established activities exist in 

an area, i.e. if a new activity requires a 

permit, the effect of existing discharges of 

contaminants into air should be 

considered.  

 

Each investigation of a complaint concerning offensive 

or objectionable discharges will depend upon the 
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specific circumstances.  However, for odour and dust, 

the approach will be as follows: 

 

a) An assessment of the situation will be made by a 

Council enforcement officer who has experience 

in odour complaints and has had his/her nose 

‘calibrated’ (for sensitivity to odour).  This 

assessment will take into account the FIDOL 

factors – Frequency, Intensity, Duration, 

Offensiveness, Location – and those matters 

identified as key considerations in Section 4.2.3 

(b) (i), (ii) and (iii). 

 

For dust the approach will be as follows: 

 

 An assessment of the situation will be made by a 

Council enforcement officer who has experience 

in dust complaints.  This assessment will take 

into account similar factors as for odour – the 

frequency, intensity, duration, offensiveness, and 

location of the event.  In terms of the intensity of 

a dust event being deemed offensive or 

objectionable, it can be noted that in situations 

involving exposure by the general public, the 

experience of the Council is that a deposition rate 

of more than O.13 grams per square metre per 

day can lead to justified complaints. For 

suspended dust, an ambient concentration of 

around 3 mg per cubic metre is the point at which 

dust becomes visible as a cloud, and is typically 

applied as a boundary condition for activities 

emitting dust.  The values are not necessarily 

universally applicable.  

 

In terms of offensiveness of dust, this is normally 

correlated with the nature of the dust.  Inert dust 

such as soil or sand is generally considered less 

offensive than dusts derived from organic 

sources such as chicken litter, milk powder, or 

ground (milled) animal wastes. 

 

b) If the discharge is deemed to be offensive or 

objectionable by the Council enforcement officer, 

the discharger will be asked to take whatever 

action is necessary to avoid, remedy or mitigate 

the effects of the discharge.  

 

c) If the discharger disputes the Council 

enforcement officer’s assessment or the 

problems are ongoing, then a number of 

approaches may be taken, including one or more 

of the following: 

 

(i)   Assessments by more council enforcement 

officers; 

 

 (ii)  Asking people living and working in the 

subject area to keep a diary which notes 

details of any offensive or objectionable 

odours; 

 

(iii) Promoting the use of community working 

groups and other means of consultation 

between the affected community and the 

discharger; 

 

(iv) using the services of the council’s 

enforcement officers who have had their 

noses calibrated;  

 

(v)  undertaking an odour assessment using 

an olfactometer, or other appropriate 

technology;  

(vii)  taking the matter to the Environment 

Court for determination. 

 

d) If the discharge is found to be offensive or 

objectionable, then enforcement action may be 

taken.  This could be in the form of an abatement 

notice, infringement notice, enforcement order or 

prosecution, pursuant to the Resource 

Management Act 1991.   In the case of a 

permitted activity, failure to comply with the 

conditions would also mean that the activity was 

no longer permitted, and would thus require a 

resource consent application to be lodged, if it 

were to continue.   

 

Note: As part of the manufacture of agrichemicals a 

substance that creates an odour may be added that 

then acts as an indicator as to where an agrichemical 

has been used.  This odour is not a matter over which 

the user or applicator has any control as it is an 

integral component of the substance.  The odorous 

substance has a health and safety purpose; in that it 

indicates the presence of the product.  
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4.3 Listing and explanation 
of rules  

Discharges from industrial or trade 
premises or trade processes 
(excluding waste management 
processes)16 
 

It should be noted at the onset: Under the Resource 

Management Act 1991, all discharges from industrial 

or trade premises are prohibited unless: expressly 

provided for in a plan or proposed plan; authorised by 

a resource consent obtained from the Taranaki 

Regional Council; or by regulations (refer to section 

1.5 of the Plan). 

 

Discharges of products of combustion – 

specified fuel types 

 

Rule 1: Small-scale combustion of natural gas or 

liquefied petroleum gas  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule relates to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from small scale enclosed combustion systems 

(such as boilers or gas-fired heating units), whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land.   

 

The Rule does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants to air from direct heating processes.  

Direct heating processes are defined in Section 2 of 

the Plan.  

 

Rule 1 permits the discharge of contaminants to air 

from individual combustion chambers with a 
generation capacity of up to 1 MW where natural gas 

or liquefied petroleum gas is used as a fuel, subject to 

the stated conditions.    
 
Because the gas when properly used in the 

combustion process is a very ‘clean’ fuel, the Council 

has decided to rely on the maximum heat release rate 

rather than an emission standard for the permitted 

rule.   

 

Rule 2: Small-scale combustion of natural gas or 

liquefied petroleum gas producing visible smoke  

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule relates to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from small scale enclosed combustion systems 

(such as boilers or gas fired heating units), whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land, 

when the discharge does not satisfy condition (b) of 

Rule 1.  Condition (b) of Rule 1 requires the discharge 

to be free of visible smoke.  

 

The Rule does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants to air from direct heating. Direct heating 

processes are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

 

Rule 2 permits the discharge of contaminants to air 

from individual combustion chambers with a 

generation capacity of up to 1 MW where natural gas 

                                                                 
16 Note: Rules 1 to 7 provide for discharges whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land.  

or liquefied petroleum gas is used as a fuel, subject to 

the stated conditions. 

 

The Rule recognises that in some instances, it is not a 

viable option to require the user of a system to 

immediately upgrade to new equipment that complies 

with modern emission standards to satisfy the 

requirements of condition (b) of Rule 1. 

 

The Council has designed this Rule to enable this type 

of minor departure from accepted standards, whilst 

retaining the ability to increase the level of compliance 

via the conditions that it can apply to the discharge.  

This method of management is considered to be 

preferable to requiring applicants to undertake the full 

resource consent process.  

 

Rule 3: Mid-scale combustion of natural gas or 

liquefied petroleum gas 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule relates to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from mid-scale enclosed combustion systems 

(such as boilers or gas-fired units), whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land.  

 

The Rule does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants from direct heating processes.  Direct 

heating processes are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

 

Rule 3 provides for the discharge of contaminants to 

air from individual combustion chambers with a 

generation capacity that exceeds 1 MW but is less 

than 10 MW and a combined generation capacity of 

up to 30 MW for the premises, subject to stated 

conditions.  

 

The size of these sources means that it is cost 

effective to adopt conditions relating to the height of 

the discharge stack and efflux velocity to further 

reduce emissions. 

 
Rule 4: Mid-scale combustion of natural gas or 

liquefied petroleum gas producing visible smoke  

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule relates to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from mid-scale enclosed combustion systems 

(such as boilers or gas fired-heating units), whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land, 

when the discharge does not satisfy one or more of 

conditions (b) to (g) of Rule 3. 

 

The Rules does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants to air from direct heating.  Direct 

heating processes are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

 

Rule 4 provides for the discharge of contaminants to 

air from individual combustion chambers with a 

generation capacity that exceeds 1 MW but is less 

than 10 MW and a combined generation capacity of 

up to 30 MW for the premises. 

 

The reasons for adopting Rule 4 are the same as 

those for Rule 2.   
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Rule 5: Small-scale combustion of specified fuels not 

covered by Rules 1 and 2 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule relates to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from small scale enclosed combustion systems 

(such as boilers, stationary engines), whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land. 

 

The Rule does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants to air from direct heating.  Direct 

heating processes are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

 

Rule 5 provides for the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the combustion of specified fuels (i.e. wood, 

diesel, kerosene, petroleum), not covered by Rules 1 

to 2, subject to the stated conditions. 

 

As with Rules 1 to 4, the intention of this rule is to 

manage the effects of the discharge of contaminants 

from combustion on industrial and trade premises 

or/and on production land.  The fuels that are 

included here have been dealt with separately to the 

combustion of natural gas and liquefied petroleum gas 

due to the nature of their emissions.  These fuels 

produce more particulate matter than gas combustion, 

and are therefore considered to warrant a greater 

level of control on the Council’s part.  It should be 

noted that the fuels that are included in the ‘activity’ 

column have been selected to minimise as far as 

possible the emission of harmful substances.   

 

Rule 6: Mid-scale combustion of specified fuels not 

covered by Rules 3 and 4 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from mid-scale enclosed combustion systems 

(such as boilers, stationary engines), whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land. 

 

The Rule does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants to air from direct heating.  Direct 

heating processes are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

Rule 6 provides for the combustion of specified fuels 

(i.e. wood, diesel, kerosene, petroleum), not covered 

by Rules 3 and 4.  

 
This Rule deals with larger processes than those that 

are covered by Rule 5.  As such, it is considered that a 

greater degree of control is required than in Rule 5.  

This control has been provided by conditions relating 

to the height of the discharge stack, efflux velocity and 

servicing of burners.  

 

Rule 7: Combustion of specified fuels that cannot 

comply with Rules 5 and 6 

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule relates to the discharge of contaminants to 

air of enclosed combustion chambers, whether on 

industrial or trade premises or on production land, 

where the combustion process does not meet one or 

more of the conditions (b) to (e) of Rule 5 or one or 

more of the conditions (b) to (g) of Rule 6. 

 

The Rule does not cover the discharge of 

contaminants to air from direct heating.  Direct 

heating processes are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

 

The Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants 

from individual combustion chambers with a 

generation capacity of up to 5 MW and a combined 

generation capacity of up to 10 MW for the premises.  

 

Rule 7 is intended as a catchall rule that is the 

equivalent of Rules 2 and 4.  A greater degree of 

control has been maintained than under Rules 5 and 

6 due to the potentially greater level of adverse 

environmental effects arising from the activity that 

does not meet one or more of the conditions (b) to (e) 

of Rule 5 or one or more of the conditions (b) to (g) of 

Rule 6.  

 

The control over the discharge is achieved by means 

of the matters set out in the ‘control/discretion’ 

column which may be imposed as conditions on a 

resource consent.  These conditions include 

monitoring and review, duration of the consent, 

specifications of stack height and efflux velocity and 

the use of best practicable option.  

 

The combustion of certain types of material listed in 

the last three conditions of Rules 5 and 6 are 

specifically excluded from Rule 7.  

 

Discharges from the combustion of materials 

containing metals  
 

Rule 8: Combustion of materials containing metals 

(whether ferrous or non ferrous) 

 

Activity classification: Prohibited   

The fumes and products of combustion of materials  

containing metals are toxic and carcinogenic.  It also 

has a deleterious effect on amenity values (for 

example, black smoke plumes, soiling of other 

properties and odour).  Unless combustion is properly 

regulated in an incinerator designed to operate at the 

correct combustion conditions and with adequate 

after-burner scrubbing of emissions, combustion of 

the materials listed in Rule 8 are be prohibited as a 

danger to health.   

 

Note: the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 

2004 prohibits the burning of coated wire in the open.  

 

Discharges from hydrocarbon well sites or gas 

treatment and production plants  
 

Rule 9: Hydrocarbon exploration well sites  

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from hydrocarbon exploration well sites, including 

combustion involving flaring or incineration of 

petroleum recovered from natural deposits, in 

association with well development or redevelopment 

and the testing or enhancement of well head 

production flows. 

 

The Council has noted through experience in dealing 

with petroleum exploration that there are a number of 

adverse effects on the environment (especially on 

people) from the discharge of contaminants to air 

from the activity, specifically from flaring, that justify 

the Council in retaining control over the activities. 
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The Council has therefore designed Rule 9 which 

facilitates exploration activities in areas away from 

dwelling houses and limits the time per zone of flaring 

to be carried out.   

 

A time limit of 15 days, per zone to be appraised, for 

the discharge from the flare, has been adopted to 

cover the range of reservoir conditions in Taranaki and 

ensure that adequate production performance 

information is able to be gained from well testing, 

while at the same time protecting the environment.  

 

If the activity cannot comply with the conditions of 

Rule 9 or Rule 10, Rule 55 applies.  

 

Rule 10: Hydrocarbon exploration well sites  

 
Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from hydrocarbon exploration well sites, including 

combustion involving flaring or incineration of 

petroleum recovered from natural deposits, in 

association with well development or redevelopment 

and the testing or enhancement of well head 

production flows, where one or more of the conditions 

(a) to (b) of Rule 9 cannot be met.  

 

In certain situations the flare or incinerator point may 

not be able to be at least 300 metres from any 

dwellinghouse and/or the discharge from the flare 

may need to last longer than 15 days per zone.  This 

Rule is designed to enable discharges from 

hydrocarbon exploration well sites to continue whilst 

retaining sufficient control.  

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan. However, the Council’s power to decline a 

resource consent and to impose conditions are 

restricted to the matters to which the Council has 

restricted the exercise of its discretion, noted in the 

‘control/discretion’ column of the Rule in the Plan. 

 

The notification requirements, when the Council is 

satisfied that the adverse effects of the activity will not 

be more than minor, are restricted to those that were 

located within the buffer, at the time this Plan became 

operative or the time the activity was first 

established17, whichever was the earlier.  The 

notification requirements also provide for those 

situations where previous sign-off for the activity has 

been obtained and the nature of the activity is 

otherwise unchanged and the sign-off specifies that it 

applies or is given irrespective of the duration of the 

activity.  

 

This approach has been designed to acknowledge the 

issues that are currently being faced by hydrocarbon 

exploration operations, that is, new developments are 

establishing near lawfully established hydrocarbon 

exploration operations, that have addressed off site 

effects as far as is practicable and reasonable, and 

are now becoming constrained by the emergence of 

new and often incompatible land uses in the 

neighbourhood, especially at the time of consent 

renewal or consent replacement.   

 

                                                                 
17 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge 

consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council for 

the activity.  

If the activity cannot comply with the conditions of 

Rule 10, Rule 55 applies. 

 

Rule 11: All discharges from gas treatment or 

production plants 

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule applies to all discharges from gas treatment 

or production plants, including the flaring of 

petroleum, the operation of glycol regeneration units, 

and the maintenance and inspection work of tanks 

and other facilities that store petroleum products.  

 

The Rule specifically excludes any activities associated 

with plant establishment, such as earthworks and the 

installation of structures, buildings and equipment.  

For activities associated with plant establishment, 

refer to Rules 42, 43 and 44.  

 

The Council has noted through experience in dealing 

with gas treatment and production plants that there 

are a number of adverse effects on the environment 

(especially on people) from their operation (specifically 

from the flaring of petroleum) that justify the Council 

in retaining control over the activities. 

 

The Council has therefore designed Rule 11 which 

facilitates the flare or incinerator point away from 

dwelling houses. 

 

The Council also retains control over all other 

discharges from the plants via the conditions that it 

can apply on the consent as listed in the 

‘control/discretion’ column of the Plan.  

 

If the activity cannot comply with the conditions of 

Rule 11, Rule 55 applies. 

 

Rule 12: Hydrocarbon producing well head and well 

sites   

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from hydrocarbon producing well head or well sites 

that arise as part of hydrocarbon production activities.    

 

The Rule provides for such activities as the flaring or 

incineration of petroleum produced in association with 

the production, recovery, refining, purification or 

reforming of hydrocarbons including the recovery of 

hydrocarbons.  

 

The same considerations arise here as under Rules 9, 

10 and 11.  The major difference is that there is a 

greater degree of permanence associated with the 

sources here.  This has led to the Council deciding to 

retain the discretion to grant or decline consent for the 

activity.  However, the Council’s ability to grant or 

decline a consent is restricted by those matters which 

are listed in the ‘control/discretion’ column of the Rule 

in the Plan.  This offers the applicant greater certainty, 

to the outcome of the consent process as they are 

aware of the matters that will be considered by the 

Council when granting or declining consents. 
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Discharge of contaminants incidental to 
trade processes  
 

Rule 13: Minor discharges from commercial, retail, 

industrial or trade premises 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to the minor discharges of 

contaminants to air incidental to commercial, retail, 

industrial or trade processes.  

 
There are a large number of commercial premises that 

are obliged by Section 15(1) of the Act to obtain 

resource consent. 

 

Commercial and institutional kitchens, including 

hotels, restaurants, and fast food outlets, are sources 

of various odours.  To some people, the aromas would 

be attractive, while to others, such as those 

continually exposed to them by working or living 

nearby, the odour could become tiresome.  Other 

operations that are covered by this Rule are generally 

less favourably judged.  Various commercial filters are 

readily available and design of collection hooding and 

ducting and the use of extractor fans are 

straightforward.   The technical methods to achieve 

control of odours are routine. In the experience of the 

Taranaki Regional Council, very few of these 

processes cause offence to neighbours and if they do, 

they can be addressed on a case-by-case basis using 

the various enforcement options available in the Act. 

 

Rule 13 defines those categories of commercial, retail, 

industrial or trade service activities discharging 

contaminants to air that are included within the Rule 

and sets out performance conditions to ensure they 

operate without significant adverse environmental 

effects.  

 

Rule 14: Incidental discharge from hydrocarbon 

distribution and transmission networks  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

Rule 14 applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from hydrocarbon distribution and transmission 

networks, other than as provided for in Rules 1, 2, 3 

and 4, subject to the stated conditions. 

 

From time to time pipelines, tanks, and other facilities 

used for the transportation and storage of 

hydrocarbons must be opened for inspection and 

maintenance. Under such circumstances, there may 

be residual fumes present. The level of fumes would 

be low (because of safety requirements for workers) 

and such events would be infrequent and perhaps 

unscheduled.  The Council therefore proposes to make 

such activities permitted, subject to conditions. 

 

Rule 15: Discharges from power stations, electrical 

substations or switchyards not covered by Rules 1 to 

54 and/or Rules 56 to 63 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from power stations, electrical substations or 

switchyards other than as provided for in Rules 1 to 

54 and/or Rules 56 to 63. 

 

The Rule provides for the minor discharge of 

contaminants to air from power stations, electrical 

substations or switchyards.  The discharges should be 

permitted provided the stated conditions are met.   

 

Rule 16: Discharges from recreational or trade 

processes  

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges to air from mineral 

extraction and processing activities, or training and 

race courses, show grounds, arenas or premises 

pertaining to the transport (including the storage in 

transit and the loading and unloading) of fertiliser, 

grains, berries, animal feed, coal, coke, wood chip, 

sawdust, wood shavings, bark, soil, aggregate, sand 

and cement.  

 

The recreational areas and trade processes covered 

by Rule 16 have the potential to generate odours or 

dust that may be offensive or objectionable to 

neighbours or present a risk of fire or explosion. The 

activities listed are permitted, provided conditions to 

avoid offensive, objectionable or dangerous effects 

are met. 

 

Discharges from abrasive blasting processes  
 

Rule 17: Wet abrasive blasting 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from wet abrasive blasting processes (as defined in 

Section 2 of the Plan) whether mobile or in permanent 

facilities.  

 

The use of wet abrasive blasting methods significantly 

reduces the amount of contaminants emitted to air 

and their effects on the environment (when compared 

to dry abrasive blasting). 

 

However, wet abrasive blasting processes do produce 

dust and mists which may drift into neighbouring 

properties.  The sprays used in wet abrasive blasting 

processes may also contain chemical additives.  

The Rule permits wet abrasive blasting whether in 

mobile or permanent facilities subject to compliance 

with the specified conditions. 

 

Rule 18: Dry abrasive blasting – fixed source 

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from both dry and wet abrasive blasting that occurs 

inside permanent facilities and when one or more of 

the conditions of Rule 17 cannot be met. 

The Council is concerned about the potentially 

significant effects that may arise from both dry and 

wet abrasive blasting inside permanent facilities when 

one or more of the conditions of Rule 17 cannot be 

met.  

 

There are a large number of these operations 

throughout the region that cannot meet one or more 

of the conditions of Rule 17.  A rule making these 

activities a controlled activity is both an efficient and 

effective means of dealing with these concerns.  As a 

controlled activity the Council retains the freedom to 

deal with these operations on a case-by-case basis.  
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Rule 19:  Abrasive blasting – moveable source 

 

Activity classification: Controlled 

This Rule applies to discharges to air from both dry 

and wet movable abrasive blasting processes that do 

not meet one or more of the conditions of Rule 17. 

 

There is significant usage of mobile abrasive blasting 

units in Taranaki for maintenance activities, due 

largely to the effects of salt spray on structures, the 

large number of industrial processing facilities and the 

amount of farm equipment in the region.   

 

Abrasive blasting processes release contaminants to 

air, particularly when carried out in the open with no 

emission control equipment.  The potential adverse 

effects of the activity include objectionable effects of 

particulate matter and adverse effects on human 

health from exposure to fine particulate matter. 

 
However, provided the standards and terms contained 

in the Rule can be met there will be no significant 

adverse effects on the environment.  In such cases 

the discharge is a controlled activity. 

 

Rule 20: Moveable abrasive blasting that does not 

comply with Rule 19 

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary   
This Rule applies to both dry and wet moveable 

abrasive blasting processes that do not meet one or 

more of the conditions (c) to (e) of Rule 19. 

 

Mobile abrasive blasting operations that cannot meet 

one or more of the conditions of Rule 19 present an 

increased risk of adverse environmental effects.  

 

This has therefore led the Council to decide to retain 

the discretion to grant or decline consent for the 

activity, dependent on the nature and scale of effects 

and as restricted by the matters listed in the 

‘control/discretion’ column of the Rule.  

 

Rule 21: Use of high-silica sands in dry abrasive 

blasting 

 

Activity classification: Prohibited 

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the use of high-silica sands from moveable 

dry abrasive blasting processes.  

 

The use of high silica sands is associated with the 

disease of silicosis, leading to lung cancer. Alternative 

sands and other blasting media are readily available. 

The use of high-silica sand is unnecessary and 

dangerous and therefore the activity should be 

prohibited. 

 

The maximum of 2% free silica has been adopted as 

this is the lowest level which can be detected by 

current analytical methods and is the percentage 

recommended by the Department of Labour 

(Occupational Safety and Health). 

 

Discharges from other moveable or fixed 
industrial sources  
 

Rule 22: Discharges to air from the burning of bitumen 

on roads 

 

Activity classification: Prohibited 

This activity is prohibited by the Resource 

Management (National Environmental Standards [for 

Air Quality] Regulations 2004.  

 

Rule 23: Discharge from a mobile or permanent 

asphalt/bitumen plant 

 

Activity classification: Discretionary  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from movable or permanent plants for the 

manufacture of hot-mix asphalt/bitumen paving 

mixes.  

 

A mobile asphalt manufacturing plant has the 

potential for releasing significant quantities of dust, 

steam, and odour. This Rule has been designed to 

allow the Council the opportunity to evaluate each 

proposal on its merits. 

 
Discharges of heat or water vapour-based 
plumes from fixed sources  
 
Rule 24: Air-cooled heat exchangers 

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges of heat or water 

vapour to air from air-cooled heat exchanges (air 

conditioning units). 
 

Many commercial, retail, trade or industrial premises 

use air-conditioning units for the comfort of customers 

and employees.  In the Council’s experience the 

effects of discharges to air from such units are 

negligible and therefore should be permitted.   

 

Rule 25: Small-scale discharges to air from water-

based cooling systems  

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges of heat or water 

vapour to air from small-scale water based cooling 

systems that are less than 10 MW maximum capacity 

per cooling tower or 30 MW per premises. 

 

Small evaporative water-based systems include air 

conditioning units in shopping centres, office buildings 

and the like.   In the Council’s experience the effects 

of these units are very localised and minor and 

therefore the Council proposes that they be a 

permitted activity. 

 

Rule 26: Large-scale discharges to air from water-

based cooling systems  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges of heat or water 

vapour to air from large-scale water based cooling 

systems that are over 10 MW capacity per cooling 

tower or 30 MW per premises, subject to the stated 

conditions. 
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The effects from larger water based cooling systems 

are limited to amenity effects and shading of other 

properties by vapour cloud.  Rule 26 permits 

discharges from these systems provided conditions 

that ensure that environmental effects are minimised, 

can be met.  

 

Rule 27: Discharges of steam  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges of steam to air other 

than from an evaporative water-based cooling system, 

subject to the stated conditions.  

 

The same considerations as apply for Rule 25 and 26 

apply for Rule 27, with steam discharges releasing 

less water vapour and resulting in limited 

environmental effects.  

 

The Council therefore proposes that this activity is 

permitted, subject to the stated condition.  

 

Rule 28: Discharges of water vapour that do not 

satisfy Rule 25 or Rule 26 

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to all discharges of water vapour and 

steam that do not comply with Rules 25 or 26. It 

includes activities such as the Methanex cooling 

towers and the discharge of steam from the gas 

purification process at Kapuni. These discharges 

warrant a degree of control due to their localised 

effects. The Rule limits the exercise of the Council's 

discretion to those matters listed in the 

‘control/discretion’ column of the Rule in the Plan.  

 

Fumigation  
 

Rule 29: Fumigation 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges to air of contaminants 

from fumigation carried out on industrial and trade 

premises.  

The Rule excludes the use of fumigants subject to the 

Hazardous Substances and New Organisms (HSNO) 

Act 199618. 

 

Discharges to air from the use of fumigants are 

widespread at industry and trade premises 

(particularly at the Port in Taranaki).  If conducted 

properly, the environmental effects of such discharges 

are minor.  Rule 29 permits such discharges provided 

certain conditions can be met.  

 

 

Discharges from industrial or trade 
premises or other places or 
sources:   
 

Waste management processes  
 

                                                                 
18 Under the HSNO Act, anyone who manufactures, 

sells, uses or stores the following: 1,3-dichloropropene 

liquid; 1-3-dichloropropene and chloropicrin liquid; 

Chloropicrin liquid; Hydrocyanic acid discoid; Methyl 

bromide gas; Methyl bromide and chloropicrin; 

Discharges of products of combustion – 
waste management  
 

Rule 30: Combustion of certain waste materials other 

than in an incinerator 

 

Activity classification: Prohibited   

The reasons for this Rule are similar to those for Rules 

8 and 61. The Taranaki Regional Council wishes to 

establish that certain combustion activities are 

unacceptable. If wastes other than those identified as 

acceptable in Rule 30 are to be combusted then it 

must be within a properly designed and operated 

incinerator, assessed and approved by the Council 

through the normal consent processes. 

 

Rule 31: Waste incineration on site 

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from the disposal by combustion of industrial and 

trade waste, where the waste material is generated on 

the premises and the activity occurs in an incinerator.  

 

A number of institutions use incineration for on site 

disposal of wastes.  This practice is convenient and 

inexpensive.  However, it needs to be properly 

conducted, and some particular combustion 

processes need to be controlled on an individual basis 

because of specific wastes.  

 

The Rule limits the exercise of the Council’s discretion 

to those matters listed in the ‘control/discretion’ 

column.  
 

Rule 32:  Combustion of industrial or trade waste in a 

high temperature hazardous waste incinerator  

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the disposal by combustion of industrial or 

trade waste in a high temperature hazardous waste 

incinerator. The Rule limits the exercise of the 

Council’s discretion to those matters listed in the 

‘control/discretion’ column.  

 

A ‘high temperature hazardous waste incinerator’ is 

defined in the Section 2 of the Plan. 

 

The Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004 prohibits 

the operation of all high-temperature hazardous waste 

incinerators in Taranaki, except for the operation of an 

incinerator located at 89 Paritutu Road, New Plymouth 

and for crematoria.  The discharge of contaminants to 

air from crematoria is dealt with in Rule 55 of this 

Plan. 

 

The matters for discretion in this Rule are considered 

to appropriately address the potential to generate 

adverse environmental effects from the combustion of 

waste (whether generated on the premises or another 

premises) in the high temperature hazardous waste 

incinerator located at 89 Paritutu Road.  

Phosphine gas; Aluminum phosphide pellets (> 3 kg); 

and Magnesium phosphide pellets (> 3 kg) must hold 

a Controlled Substances Licence. These fumigants are 

therefore not controlled under this Plan. 
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Rule 33: Combustion of waste material generated on 

production land  

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges to air from the 

combustion of certain waste generated on production 

land, subject to stated conditions being met. 

 

The burning of waste materials in open incinerators 

(i.e. 44 gallon drum) or open fires is a major source of 

dioxins, as well as a number of other toxic substances 

such as carbon monoxide, benzene, styrene, 

formaldehyde, other aldehydes, hydrochloric acid and 

heavy metals (especially zinc and copper).   
 

The burning of waste in open incinerators or open fires 

results in localised degraded air quality, odour and 

health issues and should therefore be controlled by 

the Council. 

 

However, given the lack of practical alternatives for 

waste disposal in rural areas and the dispersed nature 

of dwellings in the rural area the Council has designed 

Rule 33 which allows the burning of specified waste 

materials (i.e. wood or sawdust, non-chlorinated 

plastics (i.e. silage wrap), paper, cardboard or like 

materials).  The specified waste has been selected to 

reduce the level of contaminants produced as a result 

of combustion.  

 

The human health risk in the rural area is much lower 

than in built-up areas due to the dispersed nature of 

the population.   

 

The Council will continue to promote, educate and 

inform the rural community about the advantages of 

other waste disposal techniques.   

 

The Council considers that provided the stated 

conditions can be met, the burning of waste materials 

generated on the farm is an appropriate waste 

process.  As noted above the Rule provides for the 

burning of such wastes as haylage and silage wrap, 

paper and cardboard, but excludes other materials 

such as wood or sawdust treated with arsenic or 

organochlorines.  

 

Rule 34: Combustion of waste material in defined 

urban areas  

 

Activity classification: Prohibited   

This Rule applies to backyard burning in defined urban 

areas (as shown in Appendix II of the Plan) on 

allotments less than 0.5 hectares, and that are used 

primarily for residential purposes (as defined in 

Section 2 of the Plan) and are serviced by a weekly 

municipal refuse collection service.  The Rule only 

bans burning for the purpose of waste disposal, not 

for cooking purposes (e.g. bbqs or hangi) or heating 

purposes (e.g. brazier).   

 

Backyard burning causes localised degraded air 

quality, odour and health issues and is a nuisance 

issue and is a major source of dioxins, as well as a 

number of other toxic substances such as carbon 

monoxide, benzene, styrene, formaldehyde, and other 
toxic substances such as aldehydes, hydrochloric acid 

and heavy metals (especially zinc and copper). 

 

With kerbside collection of recyclables established, 

and refuse and green waste collections in urban areas 

throughout the region, there are practicable 

alternatives readily available and therefore the 

burning of backyard waste in urban areas (that meets 

the stated criteria), should be prohibited.  

 

Discharges from waste management processes 

– disposal of solid wastes to land  
 

Rule 35: Emissions from on-farm solid waste materials 

disposal into land 

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule relates to the disposal of waste materials to  

land, (excluding the accumulation of stockpiling of 

animal bedding litter or manure), arising from the use 

of land as production land, subject to the stated 

conditions.  

 

Disposal of waste materials into offal pits or farm 

trenches is a common waste disposal technique on 

farms in Taranaki.  Emissions will occur due to the 

decomposition of wastes, and should be managed in a 

way that reduces air emissions.  

 

However, given the large number (in excess of 2000) 

farms in Taranaki and the lack of off-property effects, 

a requirement for an air discharge permit for every 

farm dump in Taranaki is not appropriate. Rule 35 

therefore limits the nature of wastes, in order to limit 

effects, and sets an environmental performance 

standard in order to ensure no off site effects.  

 

Note: the cleaning out of calf sheds, stables or animal 

hospital/husbandry areas are regarded as activities 

that are de minimis and are therefore not regulated by 

this Rule or the Plan.  However, the activities still have 

to comply with section 17 of the Act.  

 

Rule 36: Emissions from waste disposal on residential 

land 

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to composting or disposal to land of 

any waste materials on a residential property, subject 

to the stated conditions.  

 

Composting and the disposal of domestic waste to 

land is a common waste disposal technique on 

residential properties.  Emissions will occur due to the 

decomposition of wastes, and should be managed in a 

way that reduces air emissions.  

 

Due to the large number of properties that carry out 

this activity, a requirement for an air discharge permit 

is not appropriate.  Rule 36 therefore, limits the 

nature of wastes, in order to limit effects, and sets an 

environmental performance standard in order to 

ensure no off site effects.  

 

Provided the waste materials are generated only from 

household activities on the property and the discharge 

does not result in offensive or objectionable odour or 

dust at or beyond the boundary of the property, then 

the discharge to air is permitted. 
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Rule 37: Discharges from active landfills 

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule applies to discharges to air of contaminants 

from active landfills, subject to the stated conditions. 

 

The Rule excludes the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the disposal of sludges derived from the 

treatment of human sewage.  

 

The discharges to air from landfill operations should 

be a controlled activity provided the stated conditions 

can be met. The matters listed in the Rule are those 

that the Council will retain control over, and those 

which affect the release of contaminants into the air 

from landfills. This will include control over matters 

contained in a landfill management plan. Other 

matters, such as proximity to neighbouring properties, 

are addressed by other means, such as the land use 

consent process, where there is full public 

involvement. 

 

Rule 38: Emissions from closed municipal landfills 

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from land having been used for the disposal of waste 

in the past, but which is no longer used for such 

disposal but which may continue to contain waste 

materials.  

 

Provided there is no offensive or objectionable odour 

or dust, or noxious or dangerous levels of gases at or 

beyond the boundary of the property, discharges from 

closed landfills should be permitted. 

 

Rule 39: Discharges to air from land used for the 

disposal of cleanfill  

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from land used for the disposal of cleanfill.  

Cleanfill materials are defined in Section 2 of the Plan. 

In the absence of effects and if good practice is 

applied, such activities remain exempt from a 

consenting obligation. 

 

However, this Rule will be applied to clearly define 

when a breach of the Plan is occurring and 

enforcement and/or a consenting obligation can be 

required.  

 

Discharges from waste management 
processes – Liquid contaminants  
 

Rule 40: On-farm liquid waste management processes  

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from on-farm waste management processes for 

liquid contaminants, including but not limited to 

anaerobic-aerobic pond processes, overland flow or 

spray irrigation processes, holding sumps, or feed pad 

effluent management where the liquid contaminants 

arise from the use of land as production land or from 

intensive farming on the property, subject to the 

stated conditions.   

 

The Taranaki Regional Council controls the operation 

of liquid effluent treatment processes through water 

discharge permits. The potential for the release of 

odour can therefore be managed by ensuring that 

treatment processes are operated correctly. Should 

odours occur, they would represent a failure of waste 

treatment systems and can be addressed primarily via 

enforcement of the water discharge consent. 

 

However, rather than simply having a reactive policy, 

the Council favours a proactive policy that establishes 

a number of controls or conditions that are to be 

adhered to in order to prevent the emissions of odours 

in the first place. Given that the water discharge 

regime is the primary means of managing these 

systems, the Council considers that the most efficient 

and effective means of managing odour emissions is 

by classifying the activity as permitted with certain 

conditions to be adhered to. 

 

Rule 41: Emissions from sewage treatment systems, 

excluding sludge management 

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from municipal sewage collection and treatment 

systems, including all treatment and conveyance 

processes.  

 

The same approach as is adopted for Rule 40 applies 

to Rule 41.    

 

The Rule excludes sludge management or removal 

processes.  The treatment and disposal of sewage 

sludge needs to be placed in a different category, as 

the potential for odour release is much higher.   As 

there are only a few facilities in Taranaki to which this 
Rule applies it is more efficient, flexible and effective 

to address these situations by way of individual 

resource consents.  

 

Discharges from land: site 
development, earthworks or the 
application of soil conditioners  
 

Rule 42: Site development and landscaping  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from the development, maintenance, repair or 

demolition of industrial or trade premises, or 

residential or commercial sites which are not 

otherwise provided for by the rules in this Plan 

(excluding Rule 55).  The activity includes site 

development, landscaping, weed and pest control and 

the installation, construction, maintenance or 

demolition on the premises of roads, paved areas, 

buildings, structures or equipment other than as 

provided for in Rules 43 or 44 of the Plan. 

 

These minor activities are permitted provided the 

stated conditions can be met.    

 

Discharges from earthworks   
 

Rule 43: Small scale earthworks  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from earthworks that exposes a contiguous area of 

soil of 4 hectares or less, at any one time. 
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The Rule excludes land used for production purposes.   

 

The Rule provides for the minor discharge of 

contaminants to air from carrying out earthworks on 

residential, commercial or industrial or trade 

premises.  The discharge should be permitted 

provided the stated conditions are met. 

 

Rule 44: Large scale earthworks  

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from earthworks that exposes a contiguous area of 

soil of more than 4 hectares, at any one time. 

 

The Rule excludes land used for production purposes.  

 

This Rule provides for discharges from larger scale 

earthworks than the activity provided for in Rule 43. 

Discharges to air from this type of activity should be a 

controlled activity provided the stated conditions can 

be met.  The matters listed in the Rule are those that 

the Council will retain control over, and those which 

affect the release of contaminants into the air from 

large scale earthworks.  This will include control over 

matters contained in the dust control management 

plan.  

 

In the Council’s experience an open area of greater 

than 4 hectares is difficult to control dust using 

unsophisticated methods of dust control (i.e. water 

carts).  An open area of greater than 4 hectares needs 

to be controlled by other means such as dust 

suppressants and/or hydroseeding, and a 

comprehensive dust control management plan. 

Discharges from the application of fertiliser and 

other soil conditioners  
 

Rule 45: Discharges to air from material used to 

increase soil productivity  

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

arising incidentally from the discharge to land of 

materials that increase soil productivity, such as 

fertiliser and soil conditions (e.g. Osflo).  

 

The Rule allows the use of fertilisers and soil 

conditioners as a legitimate activity, especially in rural 

areas where issues of reverse sensitivity might arise, 

when due care is taken. 

 

The Council has proposed this Rule to acknowledge 

that the use of fertilisers and soil conditioners are a 

legitimate activity, especially in rural areas, provided 

the stated conditions can be met.  

 

Discharges from aquaculture or 
intensive farming processes  

 

Discharges from aquaculture processes  
 

Rule 46: Emissions from aquaculture processes, other 

than agrichemicals 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges to air of contaminants 

from aquaculture processes. 

 

The Rule excludes discharges from the application of 

agrichemicals.  The discharge of agrichemicals is dealt 

with in Rules 56 to 58 of the Plan.  

 

In the Council’s experience discharges to air from 

aquaculture processes are minor, provided that the 

conditions in Rule 46 are met, and therefore the 

activity should be permitted.   

 

Problems from odour may arise from this type of 

activity, generally because incompatible land uses are 

located near each other.   

 

The Council has designed this Rule to acknowledge 

that these activities, when appropriately managed, will 

not result in offensive or objectionable odour at or 

beyond the boundary of the property.   

 
Discharges from intensive pig farming 
processes  
 

Rule 47: Discharges from small intensive pig farming 

processes 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from small scale intensive pig farming operations of 

fewer than 25 pigs. 

 

The Rule allows for the activity to occur without the 

need for a resource consent, provided there is no 

offensive or objectionable odour or dust at or beyond 

the boundary of the property. This is considered to be 

an appropriate level of control for this scale of 

operation. 

 

Problems from odour may arise from this type of 

activity because incompatible land uses are located 

near each other.  This has occurred in the Taranaki 

region, particularly where residential development has 

occurred adjacent to already established intensive 

farming operations.    

 

The Council has designed this Rule to acknowledge 

that these activities, when appropriately managed, will 

not result in offensive or objectionable odour or dust 

at or beyond the boundary of the property.   

 

Rule 48: Discharges from existing intensive pig 

farming processes  

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from larger scale existing intensive pig farming 

operations when a new consent is being applied for to 

replace or renew an existing consent.  Provided the 

nature and scale of the effects of the activity are 

unchanged a consent may be granted as a restricted 

discretionary activity.   

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan and the good management practice 

guidelines contained in Appendix IV of the Plan. 

However, the Council’s power to decline a resource 

consent and to impose conditions are restricted to the 

matters to which the Council has restricted the 

exercise of its discretion, noted in the 

‘control/discretion’ column of the Rule in the Plan and 
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includes such matters as effects relating to odour and 

dust and loss of amenity.  

 

The notification requirements, when the Council is 

satisfied that the adverse effects of the activity will not  

be more than minor, are restricted to those that were 

located within the buffer (refer to Table 1 Appendix IV), 

at the time this Plan became operative or the time the 

activity was first established19, whichever was the 

earlier.  

 
This approach has been proposed to acknowledge the 

issues that are currently being faced by intensive 

farming operations, that is, new developments are 

establishing near lawfully established intensive 

farming operations, that have addressed off site 

effects as far as is practicable and reasonable, and 

are now becoming constrained by the emergence of 

new and often incompatible land uses in the 

neighbourhood, especially at the time of consent 

renewal or consent replacement.   

 

Rule 49: Discharges from new large intensive pig 

farming processes 

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from new large scale intensive pig farming operations 

when a consent is being applied for the new operation.   

 

Provided conditions relating to separation distances 

from places of public assembly, off site 

dwellinghouses, roads and other sensitive land uses, 

can be met, the consent can be applied for as a 

restricted discretionary activity.  

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan and the good management practice 

guidelines contained in Appendix IV of the Plan.  The 

Council’s power to decline a resource consent and to 

impose conditions are restricted to the matters which 

the Council has restricted the exercise of its 

discretion, noted in the ‘control/discretion’ column of 

the rule table and includes such matters as effects 

relating to odour and loss of amenity.  

 

Rule 50: Discharges from intensive pig farming 

processes that do not satisfy Rule 47, Rule 48 or Rule 

49 

 

Activity classification: Discretionary  

This Rule applies to any discharges to air of 

contaminants from intensive pig farming where the 

discharge is not listed in Rules 47, 48 or 49 or does 

not meet the conditions in Rules 47, 48 or 49. 

 

Discharges to air from intensive pig farming 

operations can have significant adverse 

environmental effects. Where the discharge is not 

listed in Rules 47, 48 or 49 or the conditions of Rules 

47, 48 or 49 cannot be met, the Council will consider 

the discharge on a case-by-case basis as a 

discretionary activity.  

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan and by the good management practice 

                                                                 
19 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge 

consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council for 

the activity.  

guidelines contained in Appendix IV of the Plan, when 

considering discharge permit applications under Rule 

50.  

 

Discharges from intensive poultry farming 
processes  
 

Rule 51: Discharges from small intensive poultry 

farming processes  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to discharges to air from intensive 

poultry farming when no more than 30 000 poultry are 

kept at any one time. 

 

The Rule allows for the activity to occur without the 

need for a resource consent, provided there is no 

offensive or objectionable odour or dust at or beyond 

the boundary of the property.  This is considered to be 

an appropriate level of control for this scale of 

operation.  

 

Problems from odour may arise from this type of 

activity because incompatible land uses are located 

near each other.  This has occurred in the Taranaki 

region, particularly where residential development has 

occurred adjacent to already established intensive 

farming operations.    

 

The Council has designed this Rule to acknowledge 

that these activities when appropriately managed will 

not result in offensive or objectionable odour or dust 

at or beyond the boundary of the property.  

 

Rule 52: Discharges from existing poultry farming 

processes 

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from larger scale existing intensive poultry farming 

operations when a new consent is being applied for to 

replace or renew an existing consent. Provided the 

nature and scale of the effects of the activity are 

unchanged a consent may be granted as a restricted 

discretionary activity.   

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan and the good management practice 

guidelines contained in Appendix V of the Plan. 

However, the Council’s power to decline a resource 

consent and to impose conditions are restricted to the 

matters to which the Council has restricted the 

exercise of its discretion, noted in the 

‘control/discretion’ column of the rule table and 

includes such matters as effects relating to odour and 

loss of amenity. 

 

The notification requirements, when the Council is 

satisfied that the adverse effects of the activity will not 

be more than minor, are restricted to those that were 

located within the buffer (refer to Table 1 Appendix V), 

at the time this Plan became operative or the time the 

activity was first established20, whichever is the earlier.   
 

This approach has been designed to acknowledge the 

issues that are currently being faced by intensive 

20 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge 

consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council for 

the activity.  
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farming operations, that is, new developments are 

establishing near lawfully established intensive 

farming operations, that have addressed off site 

effects as far as is practicable and reasonable, and 

are now becoming constrained by the emergence of 

new and often incompatible land uses in the 

neighbourhood, especially at the time of consent 

renewal or consent replacement.   

 

Rule 53: Discharges from new large intensive poultry 

farming processes  

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges of contaminants to air 

from new large scale intensive poultry farming 

processes when a consent is being applied for the new 

operation.  

 

Provided conditions relating to separation distances 

from places of public assembly, off site 

dwellinghouses, roads and other sensitive land uses, 

can be met, the consent can be applied for as a 

restricted discretionary activity.  

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan and the good management practice 

guidelines contained in Appendix V of the plan.  The 

Council’s power to decline a resource consent and to 

impose conditions are restricted to the matters which 

the Council has restricted the exercise of its 

discretion, noted in the ‘control/discretion’ column of 

the rule table and includes such matters as effects 

relating to odour and loss of amenity.  

 

Rule 54: Discharges from intensive poultry farming 

processes that do not satisfy Rule 51, Rule 52 or Rule 

53 

 

Activity classification: Discretionary  

This Rule applies to discharges to air of contaminants 

from intensive poultry farming where the discharge is 

not listed in Rules 51, 52 or 53 or does not meet the 

conditions in Rules 51, 52 or 53. 

 

Discharges to air from intensive poultry farming 

operations can have significant adverse 

environmental effects. Where the discharge is not 

listed in Rules 51, 52 or 53 or the conditions of Rules 

51, 52 or 53 cannot be met, the Council will consider 

the discharge on a case-by-case basis as a 

discretionary activity.  

 

The Council will be guided by the relevant policies in 

the Plan and by the good management practice 

guidelines contained in Appendix V of the Plan when 

considering discharge permit applications under Rule 

54. 

 

Discharges not provided for by 
Rules 1 – 54  

 

Discharges from any industrial or trade 
premises, production land, waste 
management process, site development, 
earthworks, the application of soil 
conditioners, aquaculture or intensive 

farming process not provided for in other 
rules  
 

Rule 55: Discharges to air that cannot comply with 

Rules 1 - 54  

 

Activity classification: Discretionary  

This Rule applies to any discharge of contaminants 

into the air from any industrial or trade premises not 

listed in any other rule or where the activity is listed in 

a rule but the conditions for that rule cannot be met  

OR  

any discharge from production land, waste 

management processes, site development, 

earthworks, the application of soil conditioners, 

aquaculture or intensive farming processes where the 

activity is listed in a rule but the conditions for that 

rule cannot be met. 

 

Section 15(1) of the Act contains a presumption that, 

unless a regulation or a rule in a plan provides to the 

contrary, all discharges to air from industrial and trade 

premises require a resource consent.  Rules 1 to 29 

deal with discharges from industrial or trade premises, 

and in the case of Rules 1 to 7 discharges from 

production land, and provide different levels of 

controls on the various discharges depending on the 

effect of those discharges.  Rules 30 to 41 deal with 

discharges from waste management processes.  Rules 

42 to 45 provide for site development, earthworks, 

and the application of soil conditioners on industrial or 

trade premises, residential and commercial 

properties, and farmland.  Rules 46 to 54 apply to 

aquaculture or intensive farming activities.  

 

Rules 30 to 54 apply to activities which are 

fundamental to: a) farming and commercial operations 

within Taranaki; and b) waste management processes.  

Rules 30 to 54 are activities which can result in 

significant adverse effects, specifically with regard to 

odour and dust, and therefore should be controlled by 

the Council. Rules 30 to 54 provide different levels of 

controls on the various discharges depending on the 

effect of those discharges.    

 

Rule 55 applies to all discharges that do not come 

within the scope of the preceding rules. By classifying 

Rule 55 as a discretionary activity, the Council retains 

the ability to grant or decline a consent in accordance 

with the principles and objectives that are contained in 

the Act and the plan. This approach is considered to 

provide the maximum amount of flexibility for the 

Council in managing discharges from industrial and 

trade premises, production land, other places or 

sources, site development, earthworks, the application 

of soil conditioners, aquaculture and intensive 

farming, while retaining sufficient certainty and 

operational efficiency for resource users. 

 

Discharges of agrichemicals into 
the air  
 

Rule 56: Discharge of agrichemicals from farmland 

 

Activity classification: Permitted 

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the spraying of agrichemicals on production 

land.  
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Section 15 of the Act provides that discharges to air 

from places that are not industrial or trade premises 

(including farmland, residential properties and all 

moveable sources) are allowed, excluding discharges 

from waste management processes, unless a rule in a 

regional plan or proposed regional plan provides 

otherwise. 

 

Rule 56 permits the discharge of agrichemicals to air 

on production land, provided that the conditions set 

out in the Rule are met. The conditions are to avoid or 

minimise any adverse effects of the spraying activity 

on neighbouring landowners and on other non-target 

areas. If these conditions can be met, no further 

restrictions or controls apply under this Plan. If these 

conditions cannot be met, a resource consent from 

Taranaki Regional Council is required (Rule 58) and 

specific conditions may be placed on the activity to 

prevent potential problems arising from spray drift. 

The Rule applies only to agrichemical spraying 

activities on production land.  It does not apply to 

agrichemical spraying activities on residential 

properties, industrial sites or other properties which 

are not being used as production land. The distinction 

between production land users and other users has 

been made because of the higher levels and frequent 

agrichemical usage by production land users and the 

potential for more significant off site effects, 

compared to non-production land usage. In residential 

areas for example, only small volumes of 

agrichemicals are involved and these are applied 

infrequently at low pressures by hand-held equipment. 

To regulate the spray application of agrichemicals on 

all residential properties by way of rules in the Plan is 

not justified on the basis of actual and potential 

effects and would be administratively cumbersome 

requiring constant monitoring and possible 

enforcement. In these situations, the Council prefers 

an approach based on education and advice or the 

use of enforcement action when necessary. 

 

Rule 56 includes a requirement that before spraying 

occurs, the landowner or occupier notifies people in 

occupied dwellinghouses and places of public 

assembly (such as schools) that are within a set 

distance of the area to be sprayed, that spraying is to 

take place. This ensures that where there is a realistic 

potential risk to human health or wellbeing due to the 

close proximity of houses or schools etc, the 

occupants are aware of the risk and can themselves 

take necessary precautions. However, conditions 

applying to the ‘permitted' activity classification, that 

there be no spray drift across the boundary, still apply. 

 

Rule 57: Discharge of agrichemicals from public 

amenity areas 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the spraying of agrichemicals on public 

amenity areas or roadside or railside verges.   

 

Rule 57 contains similar provisions to Rule 56 but for 

public amenity areas such as public parks and 

reserves, playgrounds and pedestrian walkways. Rule 

57 continues to permit the spray discharge of 

agrichemicals to air from public amenity areas or 

roadside or railside verges provided the specified 

conditions are met. These conditions are to avoid or 

minimise adverse effects on neighbours or on people 

using these areas. Because of the open and generally 

unrestricted access to public parks and reserves, a 

condition requiring public notification of an intention 

to spray and the placement of signs when spraying are 

included in Rule 57. For spraying within public places 

and along road frontages, individual notification of all 

neighbours is considered to be unnecessary and 

impractical. Appropriate signage at places of public 

access to parks etc and along roads provides an 

additional and effective means of public notice of 

spraying. Conditions requiring signage are included in 

the Rule. 

 

Rule 58: Discharge of agrichemicals that do not 

comply with Rules 56 or 57 

 

Activity classification: Restricted Discretionary  

This Rule applies to the discharges of contaminants to 

air from the spraying of agrichemicals on production 

land or on public amenity areas or roadside or railside 

verges where the discharge does not satisfy the 

conditions in Rule 56 or Rule 57.  

 

This Rule is designed as a catchall for those 

discharges that do not satisfy the conditions in Rules 

56 or 57.  A restricted discretionary classification is 

used to enable the Council to retain the option of 

declining consent for operations that have significant 

actual or potential effects.  However, the Council’s 

ability to decline a consent is restricted to those 

matters which are listed in the ‘control/discretion’ 

column of the Rule. 

 

The Taranaki Regional Council has included within 

Appendix VII of the plan, a guideline on good spray 

management practice. This guideline provides an 

indication of the general nature of conditions that may 

be attached to a resource consent as well as providing 

guidance on the best practicable option to avoid 

adverse effects, from the application of agrichemicals.  

Burning  

Burning of vegetation on production or 
forested land 
 

Rule 59: Burning of vegetation on production land or 

on forested land 

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from the combustion of vegetation on production 

land or on forested land, subject to the stated 

conditions.  

 

Advisory note: Rule 59 does not apply to the burning 

of vegetation on production land associated with 

plantation forestry activities regulated under the 

Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017. 

The regulations prevail over this rule in relation to 

plantation forestry activities.  

 

Burnoffs of scrub, gorse and dead plant material are a 

useful and efficient way of clearing production and 

forested land. However, significant adverse effects on 

air quality can occur if burning is not carried out or 

controlled in a proper manner. The intention of this 

Rule is to enable this practice to be continued in a 

manner that does not adversely affect the 
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environment and neighbouring properties. The 

Taranaki Regional Council has included in Appendix IX 

of the Plan, a guideline on good management practice 

to prevent or minimise the discharge of smoke from 

burning vegetation to assist farmers and others to 

avoid, remedy or mitigate the discharge of smoke from 

burning vegetation. 

 

Rule 60: Burning of vegetation on production land or 

on forested land that does not comply with Rule 59 

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule applies to the burning of vegetation that 

does not comply with Rule 59.  

 

Advisory note: Rule 60 does not apply to the burning 

of vegetation on production land associated with 

plantation forestry activities regulated under the 

Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017. 

The regulations prevail over this rule in relation to 

plantation forestry activities.  

 

In certain situations, land owners may consider that it 

is necessary to undertake burnoffs of greater 

proportions than are permitted under Rule 59. In other 

situations, prevailing winds or weather conditions may 

mean that the nuisance conditions are unlikely to be 

complied with. This rule is designed to enable these 

activities to continue whilst retaining sufficient control. 

The desire to retain control of the effects of burnoffs is 

reflected in the conditions that are contained in the 

‘control/discretion’ column. 

 

Burning of tyres or untreated used oil  
 

Rule 61: Burning of tyres and used oil other than in an 

incinerator 

 

Activity classification: Prohibited  

This Rule applies to the burning of tyres or untreated 

used oil (other than as a result of fire training 

activities)21, where the activity does not occur in a 

purpose built incinerator.  

 

The fumes and products of combustion when tyres, 

rubber or untreated used oil are burned are toxic and 

carcinogenic. It also has a deleterious effect on 

amenity values (for example, black smoke plumes, 

soiling of other properties and odour). Unless 

combustion is properly regulated in an incinerator 

designed to operate at the right combustion 

conditions and with adequate after-burner scrubbing 

of emissions, it is prohibited by Rule 61. 

 

Note: the NES prohibits the burning of tyres in the 

open and the burning of oil in the open.  

 

Discharges from fire training activities or 
fire safety research or education purposes  
 
Rule 62: Fire training activities  

 

Activity classification: Permitted  

This Rule applies to the discharge of contaminants to 

air from fire training activities or fire safety research or 

education purposes by or under the supervision of the 

New Zealand Fire Service Commission or a member of 

                                                                 
21 Rules 62 and 63 apply to fire training activities.  

a recognised legitimate fire fighting organisation or by 

any persons employed for (amongst other things) the 

purpose of fire fighting, subject to the stated 

conditions.  

  

Fire training activities are undertaken on a frequent 

basis to enable organisations/individuals to respond 

in a safe, effective and efficient manner to fire fighting 

incidents in the region.  However, significant adverse 

effects on air quality can occur if the activity is not 

carried out or controlled in a proper manner.  The 

intention of this Rule is to enable this activity to occur 

in a manner that does not adversely affect the 

environment and neighbouring properties.  

 

Rule 63: Fire training activities that do not comply with 

Rule 62 

 

Activity classification: Controlled  

This Rule applies to fire training activities that do not 

comply with Rule 62. 

 

In certain situations, prevailing winds or weather 

conditions may mean that the nuisance conditions of 

Rule 62 are unlikely to be complied with.  This Rule is 

designed to enable these activities to continue whilst 

retaining sufficient control.  The desire to retain 

control of the effects of fire training activities is 

reflected in the conditions that are contained in the 

‘control/discretion’ column.    
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Discharges from industrial or trade premises or industrial or trade 
processes (excluding waste management processes)22 

 

 

                                                                 
22 Note:  Rules 1 to 7 provide for discharges to air whether on industrial or trade premises or on production land.  
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4

7 

 

  Discharges of Products of Combustion – Specified Fuel Types                                                                              For information requirements refer to Section 5 
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from equipment burning natural gas 
or liquefied petroleum gas as a fuel 
for any purpose, except  for direct 
heating, whether on industrial or 
trade premises or on production 
land 

1 
Small-scale 
combustion of 
natural gas or 
liquefied 
petroleum gas  
 

a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
the combustion process does not exceed 1 
MW per combustion chamber  

b) Discharge is free of visible smoke 
 
 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from equipment burning natural gas 
or liquefied petroleum gas as a fuel 
for any purpose, excluding direct 
heating, whether on industrial or 
trade premises or on production 
land, where; 
 
the discharge does not satisfy 
condition (b) of Rule 1 

2 
Small-scale 
combustion of 
natural gas or  
liquefied 
petroleum gas 
producing visible 
smoke 

a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
the combustion process does not exceed 1 
MW per combustion chamber  

 
 

Controlled  
 
 

a) Duration of consent 
b) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, on or 
relating to mass discharge rates 

c) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise off 
site environmental effects 

d) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 
or acute human or animal health effects, effects 
on areas identified in Policy 2.3, energy efficiency 
and ecological effects 

e) Monitoring and reporting requirements 
f) Review of the conditions of consent and the 

timing or purpose of the review 
g) Payment of administrative charges 
h) Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from equipment burning natural gas 
or liquefied petroleum gas as a fuel 
for any purpose, excluding direct 
heating, whether on industrial or 
trade premises or on production 
land  

3 
Mid-scale 
combustion of 
natural gas or 
liquefied 
petroleum gas 

a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
each or any combustion process exceeds 1 
MW but is less than 10 MW per combustion 
chamber and less than 30 MW per premises 
(all combustion equipment) 

b) Discharge is free of visible smoke 
c) Discharge must not be noxious, dangerous, 

offensive or objectionable, at or beyond the 
boundary of the premises and on such parts 
of the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

d) Discharge stack height complies with Part II of 
Appendix VIII, `Determination of Chimney 
Heights', contained in this Plan 

e) Burner optimisation must be regularly  
maintained by a competent service person 

f) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to minimise off site effects 

g) Minimum vertical efflux velocity of 5 m s-1 

Permitted      
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

h)  The discharge shall not cause air to move at a 
velocity greater than 4.3 metres per second 
through: 

(i)  any aerodrome protection surface  

Discharges of contaminants to air  
from equipment burning natural gas 
or liquefied petroleum gas as a fuel 
for any purpose, excluding direct 
heating, whether on industrial or 
trade premises or on production 
land, where; 
 
the discharge does not satisfy one 
or more of conditions (b) to (g) of 
Rule 3 
 

4 
Mid-scale 
combustion of 
natural gas or 
liquefied 
petroleum gas 
producing visible 
smoke  
 

a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
the combustion process exceeds 1 MW but is 
less than 10 MW per combustion unit and less 
than 30 MW per premises (all combustion 
equipment)  

Controlled  
 

a) Duration of consent 
b) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates 

c) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise off 
site environmental effects 

d) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 
or acute human or animal health effects, soiling or 
damage to property, effects on areas identified in 
Policy 2.3, energy and ecological effects 

e) Monitoring and reporting requirements 
f) Review of the conditions of consent and the 

timing and purpose of the review 
g) Payment of administrative charges 
h) Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from equipment burning wood 
(including sawdust), diesel, 
kerosene, petroleum, coke, coal, 
charcoal, oil or non-chlorinated 
alcohols as a fuel for any purpose, 
excluding direct heating, whether on 
industrial or trade premises or on 
production land23   

 

5 
Small-scale 
combustion of 
specified fuels not 
covered by Rules   
1 and 2  

a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
the combustion process does not exceed 400 
kW per combustion chamber 

b) Discharge must not be noxious, dangerous, 
offensive or objectionable at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

c) Discharge stack height complies with Part II of   
Appendix VIII, `Determination of Chimney 
Heights', contained in this Plan 

d) Total dust and smoke discharge concentration 
is less than 250 mg/m3 (NTP) 

e) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to minimise off site effects 

f) No wood or sawdust which has been treated 
with arsenic or organochlorines is to be 
combusted 

g) No untreated used oil is to be combusted 
h) No trade wastes or refuse is to be combusted 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from any industrial or trade 

6 a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
the combustion process exceeds 400 kW but 

Permitted    

                                                                 
23 If one or more of the conditions (f) to (h) cannot be met, Rule 55 applies.  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

premises involving equipment 
burning wood (including sawdust), 
diesel, kerosene, petroleum, coke, 
coal, charcoal, oil or non-chlorinated 
alcohols as a fuel for any purpose, 
excluding direct heating, whether on 
industrial or trade premises or on 
production land24  

 

Mid-scale 
combustion of 
specified fuels not 
covered by Rules   
3 and 4  

does not exceed 5 MW per combustion 
chamber or 10 MW per premises (all 
combustion equipment)  

b) Discharge must not be noxious, dangerous, 
offensive or objectionable at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

c) Discharge stack height complies with Part II of 
Appendix VIII, `Determination of Chimney 
Heights', contained in this Plan 

d) Total dust and smoke discharge concentration 
is less than 125 mg/m3 (NTP) 

e) Burner optimisation must be checked by a 
competent service person on a six-monthly 
basis 

f)   Discharger must adopt the best practicable  
      option to minimise emissions  
g)  Minimum vertical efflux velocity of 5 ms-1 
h)  No wood or sawdust which has been treated 
     with arsenic or organochlorines is to be  
     combusted 
i)   No untreated used oil is to be combusted 
j)   No trade wastes or refuse is to be combusted 
k)  The discharge shall not cause air to move at  
     velocity greater than 4.3 metres per second   
     through: 
      (i)  any aerodrome protection surface 

Discharges of contaminants to air  
from any industrial or trade 
premises involving equipment 
burning wood (including sawdust), 
diesel, kerosene, petroleum, coke, 
coal, charcoal, oil or non-chlorinated 
alcohols as a fuel for any purpose, 
excluding direct heating, whether on 
industrial or trade premises or on 
production land, where; 
 
the discharge does not satisfy one 
or more of the conditions (b) to (e) 

7 
Combustion of 
specified fuels 
where the 
combustion 
process does not 
meet conditions 
(b) to (e) of Rule 5 
and (b) to (g) of 
Rule 6 

a) The maximum rate of heat release from within 
the combustion process does not exceed 5 
MW per combustion chamber or 10 MW per 
premises (all combustion equipment) 

Controlled  
 

a) Duration of consent 
b) Stack height and efflux velocity 
c) Maximum dust concentration or mass discharge 
d) Maximum rate of heat release  
e) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates 

f) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise off 
site environmental effects 

g) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 
or acute human or animal health effects, soiling or 
damage to property, effects on areas identified in 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

                                                                 
24 If one or more of conditions (h) to (j) cannot be met, Rule 55 applies.   
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

of Rule 5 or one or more of 
conditions (b) to (g) of Rule 625   

Policy 2.3, odour, energy efficiency and ecological 
effects 

h) Monitoring and reporting requirements 
i) Review of the conditions of consent and the timing 

and purpose of the review 
j) Payment of administrative charges 
k) Payment of financial contributions 

 

 

 

  Discharges from the Combustion of Materials Containing Metal    
                  
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the combustion of coated or 
covered metal cable, motor vehicles 
or parts of motor vehicles, or any 
other mixture or combinations of 
metals and combustible 
substances, (other than as a result 
of welding activities26 or fire training 
activities)27 where the activity does 

not occur in an incinerator or 
furnace 

8 
Combustion of 
materials 
containing metals 
(whether ferrous 
or non ferrous)  

 Prohibited     

 
 

  Discharges from Hydrocarbon Well Sites or Gas Treatment and Production Plants                      For information requirements refer to section 5 
 

 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from hydrocarbon exploration well 
sites, including combustion 
involving flaring or incineration of 
petroleum recovered from natural 

9 
Hydrocarbon 
exploration well 
sites 

a) Flare or incinerator point is at least 300 
metres from any dwelling house 

b)  The discharge to air from the flare must not 
last longer than 15 days cumulatively, 
inclusive of testing, clean-up, and completion 

Controlled  a) Duration of consent 
b) Duration of flaring or other emissions 
c) The material to be flared 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

                                                                 
25 If one or more of conditions (f) to (h) of Rule 5 or one or more of conditions (h) to (j) of Rule 6 cannot be met, Rule 55 applies. 
26 Rule 13 applies to welding activities.  
27 Rules 62 and 63 apply to fire training activities.  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

deposits, in association with well 
development or redevelopment and 
testing or enhancement of well 
head production flows 

stages of well development or work-over, per 
zone to be appraised 

 c)  No material to be flared or incinerated, other 
than those derived from or entrained in the 
well stream 

  

d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 
ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise any 
adverse effects on the environment 

f) Location of any facilities or equipment for 
hydrocarbon flaring in relation to surrounding land 
uses 

g) Separation of natural gas from liquid 
hydrocarbons and water 

h) Notification of flaring to neighbours, affected 
parties, and the Council 

i) Recording of flare usages and smoke emissions 
j) Oil recovery requirements 
k) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 

or acute human health effects, soiling or damage 
to property, odour, annoyance and offensiveness, 
effects on ecosystems, plants and animals and 
effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3 

l) Monitoring and information 
m) Contingency measures and investigations, 

remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints  

n) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

o) Payment of administrative charges 
p) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from hydrocarbon exploration well 
sites, including combustion 
involving flaring or incineration of 
petroleum recovered from natural 
deposits, in association with well 
development or redevelopment and 
testing or enhancement of well 
head production flows, that do not 
meet one or more of the conditions 
(a) to (b) of Rule 9 

10 
Hydrocarbon 
exploration well 
sites that do not 
comply with Rule 
9 

a)  No material to be flared or incinerated, other 
than those derived from or entrained in the 
well stream 
 

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Applications will be publicly 
notified unless the Taranaki 
Regional Council is satisfied that 
the adverse effects of the activity 
on the environment will not be 
more than minor  

 
If  the Taranaki Regional Council 
is satisfied that the adverse 
effects of the activity will not be 
more than minor, the Council will 
serve notice of applications on the 
owners and the occupiers of any 
dwellinghouse located 

a) Duration of consent 
b) Duration of flaring or other emissions 
c) The material to be flared 
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment 

f) Location of any facilities or equipment for 
hydrocarbon flaring in relation to surrounding 
land uses 

g) Separation of natural gas from liquid 
hydrocarbons and water 

h) Notification of flaring to neighbours, affected 
parties, and the Council 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

within 300 metres of the flare or 
incinerator point at the time this 
Plan became operative or the 
time the activity was first 
established28, whichever was the 

the earlier, who have not 
otherwise given written approval 
for the activity.  

 
For the avoidance of doubt, a 
written approval given by an 
owner or occupier when an 
activity was first established shall 
remain applicable to, and be 
deemed to also be written 
approval for, the re-consenting of 
that activity, if the following 
conditions are met:  
(a) a new consent is being 

applied for to replace or 
renew an existing consent; 
and   

(b) the nature, scale and extent of 
the activity and its effects 
(other than duration of flaring) 
are the same as or less than 
that authorised by the existing 
consent being replaced or 
renewed; and 

(c) the approval states that it is 
given irrespective of the 
duration of the flaring activity.  

i) Recording of flare usages and smoke emissions 
j) Oil recovery requirements 
k) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, 

chronic or acute human health effects, soiling or 
damage to property, odour, annoyance and 
offensiveness, effects on ecosystems, plants and 
animals and effects on areas identified in Policy 
2.3 

l) Monitoring and information 
m) Contingency measures and investigations, 

remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints  

n) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

o) Payment of administrative charges 
p) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from gas treatment or production 
plants29 

11 
All discharges 
from gas 
treatment or 
production plants 

a)  Flare or incinerator point is a distance equal to  
     or greater than 300 metres from any dwelling 
     house 
 

Controlled  
 

 a) Duration of consent 
b) Duration of flaring or other emissions 
c) The material to be flared  
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise any 
adverse effects on the environment 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

                                                                 
28 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council for the activity.  
29 Excludes any activities associated with plant establishment, such as earthworks and the installation of structures, buildings and equipment.  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

f) Location of any facilities or equipment discharging 
to air in relation to surrounding land uses 

g) Separation of natural gas from liquid 
hydrocarbons and water 

h) Recording of flare usage, site fuel gas usage and 
smoke emissions 

i) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 
or acute human health effects, soiling or damage 
to property, odour, annoyance and offensiveness, 
effects on ecosystems, plants and animals and 
effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3, and 
energy and on-site gas use efficiency and gas 
loss management investigations and reporting on 
implementation 

j) Monitoring and information 
k) Liaison with neighbours, affected parties and the 

Council 
l) Notification of flaring to neighbours, affected 

parties, and the Council 
m) Contingency measures and investigations, 

remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints 

n) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

o) Payment of administrative charges 
p) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from hydrocarbon producing well 
head or well sites arising as part of 
hydrocarbon production activities  
 

12 
Hydrocarbon 
producing well 
head or well sites  

 Restricted 
Discretionary 

 a) Duration of consent 
b) Duration of flaring or other emissions  
c) The material to be flared  
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise any 
adverse effects on the environment 

f) Location of any facilities or equipment for 
hydrocarbon flaring in relation to surrounding land 
uses 

g) Separation of natural gas from liquid 
hydrocarbons and water 

h) Notification of flaring to neighbours, affected 
parties, and the Council  

i) Recording of flare usages and smoke emissions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

j) Oil recovery requirements 
k) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 

or acute human health effects, soiling or damage 
to property, odour, annoyance and offensiveness, 
effects on ecosystems, plants and animals and 
effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3, and 
energy and on-site gas use efficiency 
investigations and reporting 

l) Contingency measures and investigations, 
remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints 

m) Monitoring and information 
n) Liaison with neighbours, affected parties, and the 

Council 
o) Review of the conditions of consent and the 

timing and purpose of the review 
p) Payment of administrative charges 
q) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharge of Contaminants Incidental to Trade Processes                                                                   For information requirements refer to section 5 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from: premises for the retail 
distribution of motor fuels, OR 
 
Premises for the manufacture or 
preparation or cooking of food or 
beverages for human consumption 
but excluding - 
 - the extraction, distillation, or 

purification of animal or 
vegetable oil or fat other than as 
a process incidental to the 
cooking of food, 

 - any process for the rendering or 
reduction or drying of animal, 
fish or bird matter (including 
feathers, blood, bone, skin or 
offal), 

13 
Minor discharges 
from commercial, 
retail, industrial or 
trade premises   

For all activities: 
a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 

objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous levels 
of airborne contaminants at or beyond the 
boundary of the property, including but not 
limited to any risk of fire or explosion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Permitted    
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

 - any processes for the slaughter 
or skinning of animals, and 

 - any processes for the drying of 
milk or milk products, OR 

 
Premises for the cleaning, washing, 
or drying of garments, that are 
discharging steam, or consuming 
perchlorethylene or low aromatic 
white spirit, OR 
 
Premises used primarily for the 
sale, servicing or repair of motor 
vehicles, trailers and boats, 
including body and engine repairs 
such as panel beating, spray and 
brush painting, undersealing, steam 
cleaning, and fibreglassing, OR 
 
Premises used for processes 
involving the application of coating 
materials (including paint, paint 
solvents, varnish, lacquer, dyes, 
metal oxide coatings, adhesive 
coatings, elastomer coatings, 
stains, and polishes), OR 
 
Premises used for processes 
involving dyeing, printing, or 
finishing of yarns, threads, or 
woven, non-woven or knitted fabrics 
or garments, but excluding 
chemical reactions of monomers for 
production of synthetic threads, 
fellmongery, tanning, the curing of 
leathers or wool scouring, OR 
 
Premises used for the storage in 
transit, including the unloading, of 
waste materials, OR 
 
Premises used for the manufacture 
of concrete products, OR 

 
 
 
 
For premises for the cleaning, washing or drying 
of garments: 
d) Rate of consumption of perchlorethylene does 

not exceed 30 litres per day 
e) Rate of consumption of aromatic white spirit 

does not exceed 60 litres per day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For premises for the carrying out of processes 
involving the application of coating materials: 
f) Rate of consumption of coating materials does 

not exceed 200 litres per day 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

 
Premises used for the carrying out 
of welding, soldering or other metal 
fusing activities 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from hydrocarbon distribution and 
transmission  networks30, other 

than as provided for in Rules 1, 2, 
3, and 4 

14 
Discharges from 
hydrocarbon 
distribution and 
transmission 
networks  

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous levels 
of airborne contaminants at or beyond the 
boundary of the property, including but not 
limited to any risk of fire or explosion 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from power stations, electrical 
substations or switchyards other 
than as provided for in Rules 1 to 
54 and/or Rules 56 to 63 

15 
Discharges from 
power stations, 
electrical 
substations or 
switchyards not 
covered by Rules 
1 to 54 and/or 
Rules 56 to 63  

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous levels 
of airborne contaminants at or beyond the 
boundary of the property, including but not 
limited to any risk of fire or explosion 

Permitted     

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from; mineral extraction and 
processing activities, OR 
 
training and race courses, OR  
 
show grounds, OR 
 
arenas, OR 
 
premises pertaining to the transport 
(including storage in transit and the 

16 
Discharges from 
recreational areas 
or trade premises 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous levels 
of airborne contaminants at or beyond the 
boundary of the property, including but not 
limited to any risk of fire or explosion 

Permitted    

                                                                 
30 ‘Distribution network’ includes facilities providing storage of gas treated to a supply specification that has entered a distribution network post production, whether storage is above ground or underground and in constructed or 

in natural reservoirs, but does not include re-injection of gas (hydrocarbon or otherwise) into a zone of a producing well for production enhancement, such as by flushing or re-pressurisation.  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

loading and unloading) of fertiliser, 
grains, berries, animal feed, coal, 
coke, wood chip, sawdust, wood 
shavings, bark, soil, aggregate, 
sand, cement 

 
 

Discharges from Abrasive Blasting Processes              For information requirements refer to Section 5 

 

The Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 introduced standards for electricity transmission activities that 

prevail over plan rules.  Accordingly Rules 17-21 do not apply to the activities relating to existing transmission lines specified in regulation 4 of the National Environmental Standards 

for Electricity Transmission Activities and covered by that National Environmental Standard.  Appendix I contains the rules for abrasive blasting that will apply to Electricity 

Transmission Activities regulated by the National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities.    
            

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from wet abrasive blasting 
processes whether mobile or in 
permanent facilities  

17 
Wet abrasive 
blasting  

a) Particulate deposition rate beyond the 
boundary of the property arising from the 
discharge is less than 0.13 g/m2/day   

b) Sand used for blasting must contain less than 
5% by dry weight free silica 

c) Sand used for blasting must contain less than 
2% by dry weight dust able to pass through a 
0.15 millimetre mesh sieve  

d) Process must not result in any deposition of 
contaminants within 10 metres of a waterbody 

e) All work areas and surrounding areas must be 
kept substantially free of accumulations of 
deposited blasting medium and other debris.  
Areas are to be cleared of blasted material at 
the end of each blasting session and by the 
end of each working day 

f) All premises or items to be blasted must be 
screened by means of screens, covers, 
tarpaulins, cladding or other means to contain 
emissions, including overspray or mists, within 
the boundary of the property or premises on 
which blasting is occurring  

g) Discharge (including overspray, mists, 
chemical additives, or debris) must not result 
in noxious, dangerous, offensive or 

Permitted    
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

objectionable levels of airborne contaminants 
at or beyond the boundary of the property or 
premises and on such parts of the electricity 
transmission network that lie within the 
boundary of the premises  

h) Discharge must not cause any significant 
adverse environmental effects, either directly 
or as a consequence of run-off or soakage 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from dry abrasive blasting 
processes inside permanent 
facilities, or wet abrasive blasting 
processes inside permanent 
facilities that do not meet one or 
more of the conditions of Rule 17 

18 
Abrasive blasting 
- fixed source  

a) Discharge concentration of dust is less than 
125 mg/m3 (NTP) 

b) Particulate deposition rate beyond the 
boundary of the property and arising from the 
discharge is less than 0.13 g/m2/day  

c) Sand used for blasting must contain less than 
5% by dry weight free silica 

d) Sand used for blasting must contain less than 
2% by dry weight dust able to pass a 0.15 
millimetre mesh sieve  

e) Discharge (including overspray, mists, 
chemical additives, or debris) must not result 
in noxious, dangerous, offensive or 
objectionable levels of airborne contaminants 
at or beyond the boundary of the property and 
on such parts of the electricity transmission 
network that lie within the boundary of the 
premises  

f) The discharge of suspended particulate 
matter shall not exceed 3 mg/m3 (measured 
under ambient conditions) beyond the 
boundary of the property  

Controlled  a) Duration of consent 
b) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

c) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise any 
adverse effects on the environment 

d) Design and construction and operation of facilities 
e) Proposed management and storage of unused 

and waste blasting media  
f) Chemicals to be used for wet sand or water 

blasting 
g) Means of minimising environmental effects when 

abrasive blasting over-sized articles 
h) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 

or acute human health effects, soiling or damage 
to property, odour, annoyance and offensiveness, 
effects on ecosystems, plants and animals and 
effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3 

i) Review of the conditions of consent and the timing 
and purpose of the review 

j) Payment of administrative charges 
k) Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from moveable dry abrasive 
blasting processes or from 
moveable wet abrasive blasting 
processes that do not meet one or 
more of the conditions of Rule 17 

19 
Abrasive blasting 
– moveable 
source   

a) Sand used for dry abrasive blasting must 
contain less than 5% by dry weight free silica 

b) Sand used for dry abrasive blasting must 
contain less than 2% by dry weight dust able 
to pass a 0.15 millimetre mesh sieve 

c) Discharge (including overspray, mists, 
chemical additives, or debris) must not result 
in noxious, dangerous, offensive or 
objectionable levels of airborne contaminants 
beyond the boundary of the property and on 
such parts of the electricity transmission 

Controlled  a) Duration of consent 
b) Area of the region over which the consent may be 

exercised 
c) Proposed management and storage of unused 

waste blasting media   
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise any 
adverse effects on the environment 

f) Disposal of used blasting debris and media 
g) Chemicals to be used for blasting 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

network that lie within the boundary of the 
premises  

d) The discharge of suspended particulate 
matter shall not exceed 3 mg/m3 (measured 
under ambient conditions), and the deposition 
of dust shall not exceed 0.13 g/m2/day beyond 
the boundary of the property or beyond 50 
metres of the discharge when sited on public 
amenity areas, whichever is less 

e) Abrasive blasting within 200 metres of any 
dwellinghouse or property boundary may take 
place only after either public notice or 
individual notice to all affected owners or 
occupiers has been given  

h) Nature of articles that may be blasted other than 
within a permanent enclosed structure 

i) Alternatives to dry sand abrasive blasting 
j) Allowable wind speed and direction when blasting 
k) Screening requirements when blasting in the open 

air 
l) Notification and protective measures when 

blasting in proximity to residential buildings or 
property boundaries 

m) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 
or acute human health effects, soiling or damage 
to property, odour, annoyance and offensiveness, 
effects on ecosystems, plants and animals and 
effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3 

n) Review of consent and the timing and purpose of 
the review 

o) Payment of administrative charges 
p) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from moveable dry or wet abrasive 
blasting processes that do not meet 
one or more of the conditions (c) to 
(e) of Rule 19 

20 
Moveable 
abrasive blasting 
that does not 
comply with Rule 
19 

a) Sand used for dry abrasive blasting must 
contain less than 5% by dry weight free silica 

b) Sand used for dry abrasive blasting must 
contain less than 2% by dry weight dust able 
to pass a 0.15 millimetre mesh sieve 

Restricted 
Discretionary 

 a) Duration of consent 
b) Area of the region over which the consent may be 

exercised 
c) Proposed management and storage of unused 

and waste blasting media  
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise any 
adverse effects on the environment 

f) Disposal of used sand and blasting debris 
g) Chemicals to be used for wet sand or water 

blasting 
h) Nature of articles that may be blasted other than 

within a permanent enclosed structure 
i) Alternatives to dry sand abrasive blasting 
j) Allowable wind speed and direction when blasting 
k) Screening requirements when blasting in the open 

air 
l) Additional notification and protective measures 

when blasting in proximity to a watercourse 
m) Dry abrasive blasting in proximity of residential 

buildings or property boundaries 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

n) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic 
or acute human health effects, soiling or damage 
to property, odour, annoyance and offensiveness, 
effects on ecosystems, plants and animals and 
effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3 

o) Review of consent and the timing and purpose of 
the review 

p) Payment of administrative charges 
q) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from dry abrasive blasting 
processes when the sand used for 
abrasive blasting contains 5% or 
more by dry weight free silica or 2% 
or more by dry weight dust able to 
pass a 0.15 millimetre mesh sieve 

21 
Use of high-silica 
sands in dry 
abrasive blasting  

 Prohibited    

 

 

 

Discharges from other Moveable and Fixed Industrial Sources                                            For information requirements refer to section 5                       

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the burning of bitumen on a 
road  

22 
Moveable road 
burners  
 

 Prohibited    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from a moveable or permanent 
plant for the manufacture of hot-mix 
asphalt/bitumen paving mixes 

23 
Moveable or 
permanent 
asphalt/bitumen 
plants  

 Discretionary   1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

 

Discharge of Heat or Water Vapour-Based Plumes from Fixed Sources                                            

Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of heat or water vapour 
to air from air-cooled heat 
exchangers 

24 
Air-cooled heat 
exchangers 
 

 Permitted    
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Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of heat or water vapour  
to air from small-scale evaporative 
water-based cooling tower 
processes 

25 
Small-scale 
discharges to air 
from 
water-based 
cooling systems  
 
 
 

a) Cooling tower processes are equal to or less 
than 10 MW maximum per cooling tower or 30 
MW per premises  

b) The discharge shall not cause air to move at a 
velocity greater than 4.3 metres per second 
through:  
(i)  any aerodrome protection surface  

 
 

Permitted    

Discharges of heat or water vapour 
to air from large-scale evaporative 
water-based cooling tower 
processes  

26 
Large-scale 
discharges to air 
from water-based 
cooling systems  

a)  Cooling tower processes are greater than 10 
MW maximum capacity per cooling tower or 
30 MW per premises 

b)  Visible plume shall never be closer than two  
     kilometres away from any point within a  
     national park or coastal marine area 
c) Visible plume shall never be closer than one 

kilometre away from any defined urban area 
d) Visible plume shall not extend into or across 

any airport, airfield or aerodrome or  impinge 
on any aerodrome protection surface 
observed at any airport, airfield or aerodrome 
or  cause air to move through any aerodrome 
protection surface at a velocity greater than 
4.3 m s-1 

e) The plume and tower shall not obscure 
sunlight from any pre-existing dwellinghouse, 
unless prior approval has been obtained from 
all owners and occupiers of pre-existing 
dwellinghouses  

f) Droplet drift rate is less than 0.1% if the 
thermal rating is greater than 150 MW 

g) Droplet drift rate is less than 0.2% if the 
thermal rating is less than 150 MW 

h) Chromium-based corrosion inhibitors are not 
used in water treatment 

i) The Taranaki Regional Council must be 
informed of the water treatment regime in use 

Permitted    

Discharges of steam to air other 
than from an evaporative water-
based cooling tower 

27 
Discharges of 
steam  

a) Visible plume does not cross boundary of 
property upon which it originates 

Permitted    

Discharges to air of heat or water 
vapour from evaporative water-

28  Restricted  
Discretionary 

  a) Duration of consent 
b) Water treatment chemicals that may be used 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
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Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

based cooling towers that do not 
meet one or more of the conditions 
of Rule 25 or Rule 26, whichever is 
relevant  

Discharges from 
cooling towers 
that do not 
comply with Rules 
25 or 26  
 

c) Stack height and efflux velocity 
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment 

f) Plume height and length 
g) Maximum droplet release rate 
h) Monitoring and reporting requirements 
i) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, 

chronic or acute human or animal health effects, 
odour, shading of dwellinghouses or production 
land and effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3 

j) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

k) Payment of administrative charges 
l) Payment of financial contributions 

2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 

 
 
 

Discharges from Fumigation  
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
arising from fumigation on 
industrial or trade premises 
excluding the use of fumigants 
subject to the Hazardous 
Substances and New Organisms 
(HSNO) Act 199631 

29 
Fumigation 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust or fumigant at or  
beyond the boundary of the property 

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property and on such 
parts of the electricity network that lie within 
the boundary of the premises, including, but 
not limited to, any risk of fire or explosion 

d) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to prevent or minimise any adverse 

Permitted    

                                                                 
31  Under the HSNO Act, anyone who manufactures, sells, uses or stores the following: 1,3-dichloropropene liquid; 1-3-dichloropropene and chloropicrin liquid; Chloropicrin liquid; Hydrocyanic acid discoid; Methyl bromide gas; 

Methyl bromide and chloropicrin; Phosphine gas; Aluminum phosphide pellets (> 3 kg); and Magnesium phosphide pellets (> 3 kg) must hold a Controlled Substances Licence. These fumigants are therefore not controlled under 

this Plan.  
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effects of the discharge beyond the boundary 
of the property 
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Discharges from industrial or trade premises or other places or sources: 
waste management processes 
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         Discharges from Waste Management Processes – Combustion        For information requirements refer to Section 5 
 

Activity Rule       Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the disposal by combustion of 
waste materials collected from 
premises or properties other than 
the site where the combustion 
occurs, where; 
 
the activity does not occur in an 
incinerator, and  
 
the combustible waste materials 
contain other than paper, 
cardboard, timber not treated with 
arsenic or organochlorine 
substances, or non-chlorinated 
plastics 

30 
Combustion of 
specific waste 
materials other 
than in an 
incinerator   

 Prohibited    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the disposal by combustion 
of industrial or trade waste, where; 
 
the waste material is generated on 
the premises, and  
 
the activity occurs in an 
incinerator 32 

31 
Combustion of 
industrial or 
trade waste in 
an  
incinerator 

   Restricted  
 Discretionary   

 a)   Duration of consent  
b) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations, or on or relating to 
mass discharge rates  

c) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment 

d) Location of any facilities or equipment 
discharging to air in relation to surrounding land 
uses  

e) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, 
chronic or acute human health effects, soiling or 
damage to property, odour, annoyance and 
offensiveness, effects on ecosystems, plants 
and animals and effects on areas identified in 
Policy 2.3 

f) Monitoring and information  
g) Liaison with neighbours, affected parties and the 

Council  
h) Contingency measures and investigations, 

remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints  

1.1,1.2,1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3, 5.1, 
5.2, 5.3 

                                                                 
Note: The Resource Management (National Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004 prohibits the operation of an incinerator at a school or a healthcare institution unless a resource consent has been granted 

for the discharge produced.  
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Activity Rule       Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

i) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

j) Payment of administrative charges 
k) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the disposal by combustion 
of industrial or trade waste in a 
high temperature hazardous 
waste incinerator33 

32 
Combustion of 
industrial or 
trade waste in a 
high 
temperature 
hazardous 
waste 
incinerator  

 Restricted 
Discretionary  

 a )   Duration of consent 
b)    Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge 

or ambient concentrations of contaminants, or 
on or relating to mass discharge rates  

c)    Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment  

d)    Location of any facilities or equipment 
discharging to air in relation to surrounding land 
uses  

e)    Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, 
chronic or acute human health effects, soiling or 
damage to property, odour, annoyance and 
offensiveness, effects on ecosystems, plants 
and animals and effects on areas identified in 
Policy 2.3 

f) Monitoring and information  
g) Liaison with neighbours, affected parties and 

the Council 
h) Contingency measures and investigations, 

remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints  

i) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

j) Payment of administrative charges 
k) Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.2, 2.6, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 
4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 
5.1, 5.2, 5.3 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the disposal by combustion 
of waste material generated on 
production land34  

33 
On-farm solid 
waste disposal 
by combustion     

a) The waste materials are generated only on 
the property 

b) The maximum rate of combustion is less 
than 1000 kg of waste per hour  

c) The materials for combustion are restricted 
to  wood or sawdust, non-chlorinated 
plastics (including non-chlorinated haylage 
and silage wrap), paper, cardboard and like 
materials  

Permitted    

                                                                 
33 A definition of ‘high temperature hazardous waste incinerator’ is included in the Definitions Section of this Plan.  The definition is based on the definition included in the Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004.  See section 1.5.1 of this Plan for the requirements of the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004 in relation to ‘high 

temperature hazardous waste incinerators’.  
34 Note: Rules 59 and 60 address discharges to air from the burning of vegetation on production land or on forested land.  
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Activity Rule       Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

d) No wood or sawdust which has been treated 
with arsenic or organochlorines is to be 
combusted 

e) No oil is to be combusted in the open air35 
f) No tyres are to be combusted36  

g) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects of the discharge of smoke beyond 
the boundary of the property 

h) Discharge must not give rise to any of the 
following effects, at or beyond the boundary 
of the property: 
- an ambient concentration of hazardous, 

noxious, dangerous, offensive or 
objectionable contaminants such that any 
person, ecosystem or structure is or is 
likely to be adversely affected;  

- objectionable or offensive odours; 
- the restriction of visibility on any public 

amenity areas, places of public assembly 
or national park or any place, area or 
feature of special significance to tangata 
whenua; 

- disruption of traffic movements on land, 
sea or air; or 

- the soiling of property  

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the combustion of domestic 
waste products and green waste, 
outdoors within a defined urban 
area37, where; 

the allotment is less than 0.5 
hectares in size, and is used 
primarily for residential purposes, 
and is serviced by a weekly 
municipal refuse collection service 

34 
Residential 
waste disposal 
by combustion   

 Prohibited    

Note: Rule 34 only prohibits burning for the purpose of waste disposal, not for the cooking (e.g. bbqs or hangi) or heating purposes (e.g. brazier).   

 

                                                                 
35 No oil is to be burnt in the open air except as provided for by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004.  
36 No tyres are to be burnt in the open air except as provided for by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004. 
37 Defined urban areas are shown in Appendix II of the Plan. 
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Discharges from Waste Management Processes – Disposal of Solid Wastes to Land              For information requirements refer to Section 5                                                                                   

(Discharge of contaminants to air (particularly but not exclusively odour, carbon dioxide, methane, and dust) from the disposal to land of waste materials (other than for the purpose of increasing soil 

productivity on the property in question)38 

 

Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the disposal to land of waste 
materials (excluding the 
accumulation of stockpiling of 
animal bedding litter or manure), 
arising from the use of land as 
production land 

35 
On-farm solid 
waste disposal to 
land 

a) The waste materials are generated only on 
the property  

b) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

c) Any offal hole must be completely covered by 
an impervious lid other than when waste 
materials are being disposed of into the hole 

d) Disposal of offal, carcasses, animal parts or 
foodstuffs having been intended for human or 
animal consumption or residues arising from 
them (but excluding dry manure or dry litter), 
to land, excluding an offal hole, must be 
covered as soon as practicable with a 
minimum depth of 50 millimetres of soil, 
sawdust or sand 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the composting or disposal to 
land of any waste materials on a 
residential property, where  the 
materials arise from the residential 
use of land upon which a 
dwellinghouse is located  

36 
Composting or 
disposal to land of 
waste material – 
residential areas 

a) The waste materials are generated only on the 
property 

b) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property  

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from land used for the disposal of 
waste materials other than as 
provided for in Rule 35 or Rule 36  
but excluding discharges of 
contaminants to air from the 
disposal of sludges derived from 
the treatment of human sewage 

37 
Active landfills 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust or in noxious or 
dangerous levels of gases at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b) The applicant must provide with an 
application, a landfill management plan 
covering litter control and mitigation, 
acceptance and control of waste quantities 

Controlled  a) Whether or not the landfill management plan 
submitted to the Council, and its contents, is 
appropriate to avoid or minimise discharges of 
contaminants to air, or effects, and any 
necessary modification to that plan 

b) Duration of consent 
c) Monitoring and information 
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3, 5.1, 
5.2, 5.3 
 

                                                                 
38 Although the disposal of waste material by the discharge of solid contaminants to land may increase soil productivity, Rules 35 and 36 apply to those discharges of solid contaminants to land whose primary purpose is the 

disposal of waste materials.  
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Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

and types, site access control, the prevention 
of combustion, the placement and compaction 
of wastes, interim and final capping, landfill 
gas management measures, dust control, and 
odour control 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment 

f) All matters in the landfill management plan as 
listed in condition (b) of this Rule 

g) Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, odour, 
soiling or damage to property, effects on areas 
identified in Policy 2.3 and ecological effects 
arising from carbon dioxide or methane 
discharges 

h) Liaison with neighbours, affected parties, and the 
Council 

i) Contingency measures and investigations, 
remediation and response procedures for non-
routine discharge events and complaints  

j) Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review including the 
review of the landfill management plan 

k) Payment of administrative charges  
l) Payment of financial contributions 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from land having been used for the 
disposal of waste materials in the 
past and which is no longer used 
for such disposal but which may 
continue to contain waste materials  

38 
Closed landfills 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust or noxious or 
dangerous levels of gases at or beyond the 
boundary of the property 

 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from land used for the disposal of 
cleanfill 

39 
Cleanfills 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or  
objectionable odour or dust or in noxious 
levels of gases at or beyond the boundary of 
the property 

b) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment   

Permitted    

 

 
Discharges from Waste Management Processes - Liquid Contaminants  

(Discharge of contaminants to air arising from the use of premises for the storage, transfer, treatment or disposal of contaminants in water) 

 

Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from on-farm waste management 

40 a) The liquid contaminants are generated only on  
      the property 

Permitted    
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Activity Rule  Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification  Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

processes for liquid contaminants, 
including but not limited to 
anaerobic-aerobic pond 
processes, overland flow or spray 
irrigation processes, holding 
sumps, or feed pad effluent 
management where the liquid 
contaminants arise from the use of 
land as production land, or from 
intensive farming on the property 
 

On-farm liquid 
waste 
management 
processes  

b)  Discharge must not result in offensive or     
     objectionable odour or in droplet deposition 
     at or beyond the boundary of the property and   
     on such parts of the electricity transmission  
     network that lie within the boundary of the  
     premises   
c) Discharge from ponds constructed from 7 

April 199739 onwards and from zones of spray 

irrigation must be located at least 150 metres 
from any dwellinghouse or place of public 
assembly, unless prior approval has been 
obtained from any and all owners and 
occupiers of dwellinghouses less than 150 
metres from ponds or zones of spray 
irrigation, or from any place of public 
assembly  

d) Discharge must not result in ponding of liquid 
contaminants 3 hours after disposal to land 
by overland flow or spray irrigation 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from municipal sewage collection 
and treatment systems including 
all treatment and conveyance 
processes but excluding sludge 
management or removal 
processes 

41 
Sewage 
treatment 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour at or beyond the 
boundary of the property 

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous levels 
of airborne contaminants at or beyond the 
boundary of the property including, but not 
limited to, any risk of fire or explosion 

Permitted    

 
 
 
  

                                                                 
39 7 April 1997 is the date the first Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki was made operative. 



 

  73                   Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discharges from land: site development, earthworks or the application of 
soil conditioners   
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Discharges from Site Development and Landscaping  
  

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the development, 
maintenance, repair or demolition of 
industrial or trade premises, or 
residential or commercial sites, and 
which are not otherwise provided 
for by the rules in this Plan 
(excluding Rule 55).The activity 
includes site development, 
landscaping, weed and pest control 
and the installation, construction, 
maintenance or demolition on the 
premises, of roads, paved areas, 
buildings, structures or equipment, 
other than as  provided for in Rules 
43 or 44 of the Plan 

42 
Site development 
and landscaping 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts of 
the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b) Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c) Discharge must not result in dangerous levels 
of airborne contaminants at or beyond the 
boundary of the property, including but not 
limited to any risk of fire or explosion 

d) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment  

 

Permitted    

 

 

Discharges from Earthworks                For information requirements refer to Section 5 

 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from earthworks that exposes a 
contiguous area of soil of 4 
hectares or less, at any one time, 
excluding production land 

43 
Small-scale 
earthworks  

a)  Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property and on such parts 
of the electricity transmission network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

b)  Discharge must not result in noxious or toxic 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

c)  Discharge must not result in dangerous 
levels of airborne contaminants at or beyond 
the boundary of the property, including but 
not limited to any risk of fire or explosion 

d)  Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment 

 

Permitted     
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from earthworks that exposes a 
contiguous area of soil of more 
than 4 hectares, at any one time, 
excluding production land 

44 
Large-scale 
earthworks  

a)   A dust control management plan shall be 
submitted to the Taranaki Regional Council 

Controlled  a) Whether the dust control management plan 
submitted to the Council, and its contents, is 
appropriate to avoid or minimise discharges of 
contaminants to air, or effects, and any 
necessary modification to that plan  

b) Adverse effects on air quality 
c) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on 
or relating to mass discharge rates  

d) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment and on 
such parts of the electricity network that lie 
within the boundary of the premises  

e) Monitoring and information requirements 
f) Duration of consent 
g) Review of conditions of consent and the timing 

and purpose of the review 
h) Payment of administrative charges and financial 

contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3,  
6.1, 6.2, 6.3 

 

 
Discharges from Fertiliser and other Soil Conditioners  

 
Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 

Reference 
Discharges of contaminants to air 
arising incidentally from the 
discharge to land of materials that 
increase soil productivity (e.g. 
fertiliser and other soil 
conditioners) 

45 
Fertiliser and 
other soil 
conditioners 

a) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to  avoid or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment40 

b) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

Permitted    

 
  

                                                                 
40 New Zealand Fertiliser Manufactures’ Research Association’s Code of Practice for Nutrient Management (With Emphasis on Fertiliser Use) 2007 provides general guidance on the best practicable option for preventing or 

minimising adverse effects from the application of fertiliser and other soil conditioners. 
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Discharges from aquaculture or intensive farming processes  
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Discharges from Aquaculture Processes  

 

Discharges from Intensive Pig Farming Processes                                                                             For information requirements refer to Section 5 
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from intensive pig farming when 
no more than 25 pigs are kept at 
any one time 

47 
Small intensive 
pig farming 
processes 

a) Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour or dust at or beyond the 
boundary of the property   

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from intensive pig farming when 
more than 25 pigs are kept at any 
one time, and where; 

 
the pig farm is an existing 
operation and a new consent is 
being applied for to replace or 
renew an existing consent 

48 
Existing 
intensive pig 
farming 
processes  

 

a)   Nature and scale of the effects of the activity 
are unchanged from that of the existing 
consent that is to be replaced or renewed 

 

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Applications will be publicly 
notified unless the Taranaki 
Regional Council is satisfied that 
the adverse effects of the activity 
on the environment will not be 
more than minor 

 
If the Taranaki Regional Council 
is satisfied that the adverse 
effects of the activity on the 
environment will not be more 
than minor, the Council will 
serve notice of applications on 
the owners and the occupiers of 
any off site dwellinghouse that is 
located within the buffer 
distances specified in column 3 
of Table 1 in Appendix IV of the 
Plan at the time this Plan 
became operative, or the time 
the activity was first 
established41, whichever was 

the earlier, who have not 
otherwise given written approval 
for the activity  

a) Duration of consent 
b) Monitoring 
c) Effects relating to odour and dust and loss of 

amenity value of air  
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on 
or relating to mass discharge rates 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment  

f) Any matter contained in Appendix IV 
g) Review of the conditions of consent and the 

timing and purpose of the review 
h) Payment of administrative charges 
i) Payment of financial contributions  

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 

 

                                                                 
41 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council.  

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification 
 

           Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from aquaculture processes other 
than the discharge of 
agrichemicals into the air  

46 
Aquaculture  
processes  

a) Discharge must not be noxious, dangerous, 
offensive or objectionable at or beyond the 
boundary of the property  

Permitted    



 

  80                   Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki 

Activity  Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference  

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from new intensive pig farming 
processes when more than 25 
pigs are kept at any one time 

49 
New large 
intensive pig 
farming 
processes 

a)   Any discharge of contaminants into air shall 
be located in accordance with Table 1 – 
‘Recommended buffer distances’ in 
Appendix IV 

 

Restricted 
Discretionary 

 a) Duration of consent 
b) Monitoring 
c) Effects relating to odour and dust and loss of   

amenity value of air  
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge 

or ambient concentrations of contaminants, or 
on or relating to mass discharge rates 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment  

f) Any matter contained in Appendix IV 
g) Review of the conditions of consent and the 

timing and purpose of the review 
h) Payment of administrative charges 
i) Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from intensive pig farming, where; 

 
the discharge is not listed in Rules 
47 , 48 or 49 or does not meet the 
conditions in Rule 47, Rule 48 or 
Rule 49 

50 
Intensive pig 
farming 
processes that 
do not comply 
with Rules 47, 
48 or 49 

 Discretionary   1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 

 

Discharges from Intensive Poultry Farming Processes                                                                     For information requirements refer to Section 5 
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification   Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from intensive poultry farming 
when no more than 30 000 poultry 
are kept at any one time 

51 
Small intensive 
poultry farming 
processes  

a)   Discharge must not result in offensive or 
objectionable odour, or dust at or beyond 
the boundary of the property 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from intensive poultry farming 
when more than 30 000 poultry 
are kept at any one time, and 
where; 

 
the poultry farm is an existing 
operation and a new consent is 
being applied for to replace or 
renew an existing consent 

52 
Existing 
intensive poultry 
farming 
processes 

a) Nature and scale of the effects of the 
activity are unchanged from that of the 
existing consent that is to be replaced or 
renewed   

 

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Applications will be publicly 
notified unless the Taranaki 
Regional Council is satisfied that 
the adverse effects of the activity 
on the environment will not be 
more than minor 

 
If the Taranaki Regional Council 
is satisfied that the adverse 
effects of the activity on the 
environment will not be more 
than minor, the Council will 

a) Duration of consent 
b) Monitoring 
c) Effects relating to odour and dust and loss of 

amenity value of air  
d) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on 
or relating to mass discharge rates 

e) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
any adverse effects on the environment  

f) Any matter contained in Appendix V 
g) Review of the conditions of consent and the 

timing and purpose of the review 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification   Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

serve notice of applications on 
the owners and the occupiers of 
any off site dwellinghouse  
located within the buffer 
distances specified in column 1 
of Table 1 in Appendix V of the 
Plan at the time this Plan 
became operative, or the time 
the activity was first 
established42, whichever was 

the earlier, who have not 
otherwise given written approval 
for the activity  

h) Payment of administrative charges 
i) Payment of financial contributions  

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from new intensive poultry farms 
where more than 30,000 poultry 
are kept at any one time  

53 
New large 
intensive poultry 
farming 
processes  

a) Any discharge of contaminants into air 
shall be located in accordance with Table 
1 – ‘Recommended buffer distances’ in 
Appendix V  

 

Restricted 
Discretionary 

 a)  Duration of consent 
b)  Monitoring 
c)  Effects relating to odour and dust and loss of  
     amenity value of air  
d)  Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 
     ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or  
     relating to mass discharge rates 
e)  Best practicable option to prevent or minimise    
     any adverse effects on the environment  
f)   Any matter contained in Appendix V 
g)  Review of the conditions of consent and the 
     timing and purpose of the review 
h)  Payment of administrative charges 
i)   Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 

Discharges of contaminants to air  
from intensive poultry farming, 
where; 

 
the discharge is not listed in Rules 
51, 52 or 53  or does not meet the 
conditions in Rule 51, Rule 52 or 
Rule 53 

54 
Intensive poultry 
farming 
processes that 
do not comply 
with Rules 51, 
52 or 53 

 Discretionary   1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 

 

Note: Appendix IV contains information on good management practices for intensive pig farming to prevent or minimise off site effects from odour or dust and Appendix V contains information on good management practices for intensive 
poultry farming to prevent or minimise off site effects from odour or dust.  
 

                                                                 
42 ‘Activity first established’ means the date an air discharge consent was first issued by the Taranaki Regional Council.    
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Discharges from any industrial or trade premises, production land, waste 
management process, site development, earthworks, the application of soil 
conditioners, horticultural or intensive farming processes not provided for in 
Rules 1 to 54
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Discharges to Air That Cannot Comply with Rules 1 to 54                                                                  For information requirements refer to Section 5 
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Any discharge of contaminants to 
the air from any industrial or trade 
premises not listed in any other rule 
or where the activity is listed in a 
rule but the conditions for that rule 
cannot be met OR  
 
any discharge from production land, 
waste management processes, site 
development, earthworks, the 
application of soil conditioners, 
aquaculture or intensive farming 
processes where the activity is 
listed in a rule but the conditions for 
that rule cannot be met. 

55 
Discharges to air 
that cannot 
comply with Rules 
1 to 54 

 Discretionary   1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3, 5.1, 
5.2, 5.3, 6.1, 
6.2, 6.3, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3 
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Discharge of agrichemicals into the air 
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Discharges from the Application of Agrichemicals                      For information requirements refer to Section 5 
 

 (For the purpose of clarification, note that Rules 56 to 58 do not apply to the application of vertebrate toxic agents to land by aerial spreading or the application of agrichemicals direct to water for the 

purposes of controlling aquatic life – refer to Rule 32 of the Regional Fresh Water for Taranaki (2001) for the Rule that applies to the application of agrichemicals direct to water for the purposes of 

controlling aquatic life).  

 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the spraying of agrichemicals 
on production land43  

 
 

56 
Discharge of  
agrichemicals - 
production land  

a) The discharge shall be undertaken in a 
manner which does not exceed any rate, or 
contravene any other requirement, specified in 
the agrichemical manufacturer’s instructions 

b) There shall be no adverse effects from the 
discharge or drift of any agrichemical beyond 
the boundary of the subject property 

c) The discharge shall be undertaken in 
accordance with all mandatory requirements 
set out in Sections 2, 5 and 6 and relevant 
appendices of the New Zealand Standard for 
Management of Agrichemicals (NZS 
8409:2004)44 

d) Discharge must not result in the following 
effects at or beyond the boundary of the target 
property and on such parts of the electricity 
transmission network that lie within the 
boundary of the premises: 

 Offensive or objectionable odour or dust; 

 Ambient concentrations of noxious or 
dangerous contaminants such that any 
person, ecosystem or structure is or is 
likely to be adversely affected including 
any such adverse effects on sensitive 
areas 

e) The discharge shall not cause or be likely to 
cause an adverse effect from deposition into a 
river, lake, wetland or other surface water 
body, including any drain which enters into a 
surface water body 

f) The application of agrichemicals shall only be 
carried out by or under the direct supervision 
of an appropriately qualified person deemed 
by the Council as having such qualifications.  
For the purpose of this rule, applicators of 

Permitted    

                                                                 
43 Note: Rule 57 of the Plan applies to the discharge of contaminants to air from the spraying of agrichemicals on public amenity areas or roadside verges.  
44 In relation to condition (c) – Section 2 of the Code deals with the management of agrichemicals (including risk management, user responsibility and identification of most suitable agrichemicals), Section 5 deals with the use of 

agrichemicals (including handling, mixing, and drift hazard) and Section 6 deals with the disposal of agrichemicals and their containers. 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

agrichemicals shall hold the following 
qualifications:    

(i)  any ground applicator shall hold, as a  
minimum, a current GROWSAFE®  
Introductory Certificate or be under the 
direct supervision of a person holding the 
GROWSAFE® Applied Certificate or a 
GROWSAFE® Registered Chemical 
Applicator‘s Certificate; or 

(ii) any commercial spray operator shall hold, 
as a minimum, either: 
(1) A GROWSAFE® Registered Chemical      

Applicator’s Certificate; or  
(2) A GROWSAFE® Introductory 

Certificate and be under the direct 
supervision of a person holding a 
GROWSAFE® Registered Chemical 
Applicator’s Certificate; or 

(iii)any pilot undertaking aerial application shall   
hold as a minimum, a current Pilot Chemical 
Rating Certificate issued by Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA); or  

   (iv)shall hold a qualification that meets the 
requirements of Appendix VI 

g) The discharge shall not adversely affect the 
suitability of water for water supply purposes  

h) Landowner or occupier must give verbal or 
written notice to all occupied dwellinghouses, 
owners or occupiers of properties, sensitive 
crops and farming systems and places of 
public assembly located within 30 metres of 
the area to be sprayed (if spraying is by 
ground application) or within 100 metres of the 
area to be sprayed (if spraying is by aerial 
application).  Notification is to take place 
EITHER as a general notice before the 
beginning of a particular spray season OR not 
less than 2 hours and not more than 4 weeks 
prior to spraying and is to state: 

 the areas to be sprayed 

 the dates and times of spraying or the 
factors that will determine when spraying 
occurs (to the fullest extent possible) 

 the agrichemical(s) to be used 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

 the measures to be adopted by the 
discharger to prevent of minimise spray 
drift from the target area. 

If general notice is given before the 
beginning of a particular spray season, then 
such notice shall include an opportunity for 
those receiving the notice to request and be 
given further notice of individual applications 
prior to spraying being carried out.  
Notification is not required if owners or 
occupiers of the relevant occupied 
dwellinghouse, properties or places of public 
assembly agree in writing that notification is 
not required or if agrichemicals are applied 
with hand operated and manually 
pressurised and pumped spray equipment 

i) Discharger must keep records of the name of 
user, agrichemical equipment used and 
methods of use, including equipment applied, 
the volume and concentration of the 
agrichemical used, the locality, area and date 
of application, the location and nature of the 
sensitive area, weather conditions, including 
wind speed and direction and any abnormal 
situation or incident and supply these to the 
Taranaki Regional Council on request 

j) Discharger must notify the Taranaki Regional 
Council as soon as practicable in the event of 
accidental or unintended discharge of 
agrichemicals to land or water 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the spraying of agrichemicals  
on public amenity areas or roadside 
or railside verges 

57 
Discharge of 
agrichemicals - 
public amenity 
areas or roadside 
railside verges 

a) The discharge shall be undertaken in a 
manner which does not exceed any rate, or 
contravene any other requirement, specified in 
the agrichemical manufacturer’s instructions 

b) The discharge shall be undertaken in 
accordance with all mandatory requirements 
set out in Section 2, 5 and 6 and relevant 
appendices of the New Zealand Standard for 
the Management of Agrichemicals (NZS 
8409:2004)45 

Permitted    

                                                                 
45 In relation to condition (b) – Section 2 of the Code deals with the management of agrichemicals (including risk management, user responsibility and identification of most suitable agrichemicals), Section 5 deals with the use of 

agrichemicals (including handling, mixing, and drift hazard) and Section 6 deals with the disposal of agrichemicals and their containers. 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

c) Discharge must not result in the following 
effects at or beyond the boundary of the target 
property and on such parts of the electricity 
transmission network that lie within the 
boundary of the premises: 

 Offensive or objectionable odour or dust; 

 Ambient concentrations of noxious or 
dangerous contaminants such that any 
person, ecosystem or structure is or is 
likely to be adversely affected including 
any such adverse effects on sensitive 
areas 

d)   There shall be no adverse effects from the   
       discharge or drift of any agrichemical beyond   
        the boundary of the subject property  
e)   The discharge shall not cause or be likely to 

cause an adverse effect from deposition into 
a river, lake, wetland or other surface water 
body, including any drain which discharges 
to a surface waterbody  

f)    The application of agrichemicals shall only be 
carried out by or under the direct supervision 
of an appropriately qualified person deemed 
by the Council as having such qualifications.  
For the purpose of this rule, applicators of 
agrichemicals shall hold the following 
qualifications: 

(i)  any commercial spray operator shall hold, 
as a minimum, either:  
(1)   a GROWSAFE® Registered Chemical   
       Applicator’s Certificate; or 

     (2)  a GROWSAFE®  Introductory  
           Certificate and be under the direct   
           supervision of a person holding a   
           GROWSAFE®  Registered Chemical  
           Applicator’s Certificate; or 
(ii) any pilot undertaking aerial application shall 

hold as a minimum, a current Pilot Chemical 
Rating Certificate issued by Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA); or  

   (iii) shall hold a qualification that meets the 
requirements of Appendix VI. 

g)   The discharge shall not adversely affect the 
suitability of water for water supply purposes  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

h)   The landowner, manager or contractor must 
give public notice of the intention to spray 
prior to carrying out the spraying. Public 
notice is to take place not less than 4 weeks 
and not more than 6 months prior to spraying 
and is to state: 
- the areas to be sprayed 
- the dates and times of spraying (to the 

fullest extent possible) 
- the agrichemical(s) to be used 
- the measures to be adopted by the 

discharger to prevent or minimise spray 
drift from the target area 

i)     Except for spraying along the verges of    
public roads, the discharger must place 
signs clearly visible to the public at all points 
where the public commonly have entry to the 
area being sprayed. Signs must include the 
words ‘CAUTION – SPRAYED AREA’, and 
remain in place until the re-entry period for 
that particular chemical has expired 

j )    Where spraying occurs along the verges of 
public roads, vehicles associated with the 
spraying must display signs (front and back) 
stating ‘CAUTION – SPRAYING IN 
PROGRESS’ 

k)   Discharger must keep records of the name of 
user, agrichemical equipment used and 
methods of use, including equipment 
calibration details, type of each agrichemical 
applied, the volume and concentration of the 
agrichemical used, the locality, area and date 
of application, the location and nature of any 
sensitive area, weather conditions, including 
wind speed and direction, and any abnormal 
situation or incident and supply these to the 
Taranaki Regional Council on request 

l)     Discharger must notify the Taranaki Regional 
Council as soon as practicable in the event of 
accidental or unintended discharge of 
agrichemicals to land or water 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the spraying of agrichemicals 
on production land or public 
amenity areas or roadside or 

58 
Discharge of 
agrichemicals that 
do not comply 

 Restricted 
Discretionary 

 a) Duration of consent 
b) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates   

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

railside verges where the discharge 
does not satisfy one or more of the 
conditions in Rule 56 or Rule 57  

 

 

with Rules 56 or 
57 

c) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise off 
site or non-target effects 

d) Requirement to notify prior to spraying 
e) Allowable meteorological conditions when 

spraying 
f) Type and performance of spray equipment 
g) Spray pressures 
h) Height of discharge of aerial spraying 
i) Training completed by applicant and applicant's 

staff 
j) Drift avoidance measures 
k) Specification of agrichemicals that may be 

discharged 
l) Effects relating to loss of amenity value of air, 

chronic or acute human health effects, odour, 
annoyance or offensiveness and effects on 
ecosystems, plants and animals, effects on areas 
identified in Policy 2.3 

m) Record keeping  
n) Monitoring  
o) Review of the conditions of consent and the timing 

and purpose of the review 
p) Payment of administrative charges 
q) Payment of financial contributions 

3.1, 3.2, 8.1, 
8.2, 8.3  

 

Note: Appendix VII contains information on good agrichemical spray management practices that provide general guidance on the best practicable option for preventing or minimising adverse effects on 

the environment from the spraying of agrichemicals.



 

95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burning 



 

96 
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Discharges from the Burning of Vegetation on Production Land or on Forested Land                For information requirements refer to 

Section 5 
 

Advisory note:  Rules 59 and 60 do not apply to the burning of vegetation on production land associated with plantation forestry activities regulated under the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 (NES-PF). The regulations prevail over these rules in relation to plantation forestry activities.46 

  
 

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the combustion of vegetation 
on production land or on forested 
land . 
 
Note: This rule excludes discharges 
from the burning of vegetation on 
Production Land or on Forested 
Land regulated by the NES-PF 

59 
Burning of 
vegetation on 
production land 
or on forested 
land 

a) Discharger must adopt the best practicable option 
to avoid or minimise any adverse effects of the 
discharge of smoke beyond the boundary of the 
property 

b) Discharge must not give rise to any of the 
following effects, at or beyond the boundary of the 
property and on such parts of the electricity 
transmission network that lie within the boundary 
of the premises: 
- an ambient concentration of hazardous, 

noxious, dangerous, offensive or objectionable 
contaminants such that any person, ecosystem 
or structure is or is likely to be adversely 
affected; 

- the release of contaminants giving rise to 
objectionable or offensive odours in the vicinity; 

- the restriction of visibility on any public amenity 
areas, places of public assembly or national 
park or any place, area or feature of special 
significance to tangata whenua; 

- disruption to traffic movements on land, sea or 
air;  

- the soiling of property 

Permitted    

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the combustion of vegetation 
on production land or on forested 
land where the discharge does not 
satisfy one or more of  the 
conditions in Rule 59 
 
Note: This rule excludes discharges 
from the burning of vegetation on 

60 
Burning of 
vegetation that 
does not comply 
with Rule 59 

 

 

 

 Controlled  a) Duration of consent 
b)   Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, chronic or 

acute human or animal health effects, odour, damage 
to or soiling of property, effects on traffic movements 
on land, sea or air and effects on areas identified in 
Policy 2.3 

c) Review of the conditions of consent and the timing and 
purpose of the review 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 9.1, 
9.2  

                                                                 
46 The NES-PF regulation prevailed over by the Plan rules identified above is Regulation 95. 
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Production Land or on Forested 
Land regulated by the NES-PF. 

 

 
d) Payment of administrative charges 
e) Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or 

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on or 
relating to mass discharge rates  

f) Best practicable option to prevent or minimise adverse 
effects beyond the boundary  

g) Payment of financial contributions 
 

Note: Appendix IX contains information on good management practices to prevent or minimise the discharge of smoke from burning vegetation.   
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Discharges from the Burning of Tyres or Untreated Used Oil 
  

Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from the combustion of tyres or 
untreated used oil (other than as a 
result of fire training activities)47, 

anywhere within the region, where 
the activity does not occur in a 
purpose-built incinerator 

61 
Burning of tyres 
or untreated 
used oil 

 Prohibited    

 

Note: If oil or tyres are to be combusted a consent must be obtained from the Council.  The combustion of such must occur in a purpose built incinerator that is designed and operated to 

minimise emissions of dioxins and other toxic processes.  The discharge must also be directed to the open air by a stack or chimney.  Note: emissions from motor vehicles are not prohibited by 

this Rule48.  

 

Discharges from Fire Training Activities or Fire Safety Research or Education Purposes   

 
Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 

Reference 

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from fire training activities or fire 
safety research or education 
purposes by or under the 
supervision of the New Zealand 
Fire Service Commission or a 
member of a recognised 
legitimate fire fighting organisation 
or by any persons employed for 
(amongst other things) the 
purposes of fire training 

62 
Fire training 
activities  

a) Discharger must adopt the best practicable 
option to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects of the discharge of smoke beyond the 
boundary of the property 

b) Discharge must not give rise to any of the 
following effects, at or beyond the boundary 
of the property: 
- an ambient concentration of hazardous, 

noxious, dangerous, offensive or 
objectionable contaminants such that any 
person, ecosystem or structure is or is 
likely to be adversely affected; 

- the release of contaminants giving rise to 
objectionable or offensive odours in the 
vicinity; 

- the restriction of visibility on any public 
amenity areas, places of public assembly 
or national park or any place, area or 

Permitted    

                                                                 
47Rules 62 and 63 apply to fire training activities.  
48 Refer to Resource Management (National Environmental Standards [for Air Quality]) Regulations 2004.  
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Activity Rule Standards/Terms/Conditions Classification Notification Control/Discretion Policy 
Reference 

feature of special significance to tangata 
whenua; 

- disruption to traffic movements on land, 
sea or air;  

 -  the soiling of property 
c) Discharger must register with the Council  
d) Prior to undertaking the activity the 

discharger must notify the Council no less 
than 24 hours and no more than 3 months 
before the activity is undertaken   

Discharges of contaminants to air 
from fire training activities or fire 
safety research or education 
purposes by or under the 
supervision of the New Zealand 
Fire Service Commission or a 
member of a recognised 
legitimate fire fighting organisation 
or by any persons employed for 
(amongst other things) the 
purpose of fire fighting where the 
discharge does not satisfy one or 
more of the conditions in Rule 62 

63 
Fire training 
activities that do 
not comply with 
Rule 62 

 Controlled  a)   Duration of consent 
b)   Visual effects, loss of amenity value of air, 

chronic or acute human or animal health 
effects, odour, damage to or soiling of property, 
effects on traffic movements on land, sea or air 
and effects on areas identified in Policy 2.3 

c)   Review of the conditions of consent and the 
timing and purpose of the review 

d)   Payment of administrative charges 
e)   Imposition of limits on or relating to discharge or  

ambient concentrations of contaminants, or on 
or relating to mass discharge rates  

f)    Best practicable option to prevent or minimise 
adverse effects beyond the boundary  

g)   Payment of financial contributions 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 
2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 
3.1, 3.2, 10.1, 
10.2,10.3  
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5 Information to be submitted with an application for a 
discharge permit

 

Section 88 of the Act requires each application for a 

discharge permit to: 

 

a) be made in the prescribed form and manner; 

and 

 

b) include an assessment of environmental effects 

in such detail as corresponds with the scale and 

significance of the effects that the activity may 

have on the environment. 

  

In summary, the key elements that must be included 

with an application are: 

 

i) a description of the activity for which consent is 

sought, and its location; 

 

ii) an assessment of any actual or potential effects 

that the activity may have on the environment, 

and the ways in which any adverse effects may be 

mitigated; 

 

iii) any information required to be included in the 

application by this Plan or by regulations; and 

 

iv) a statement specifying all other resource 

consents that the applicant may require from any 

consent authority in respect of the activity to 

which the application relates, and whether the 

applicant has applied for such consents. 

 

The Taranaki Regional Council requires the 

information below to be included with an application 

for a discharge permit, along with an assessment of 

effects on the environment, detailed requirements for 

which are listed in Section 5.2 of this Plan. 

 

5.1  Specific information for 
all applications 
 

1. Full name, postal address, home and business 

telephone numbers of the person or organisation 

to whom the discharge permit is to be issued. 

 

2. Name and telephone number of the contact 

person who is fully conversant with all aspects of 

the application. 

 

3. Name, address and telephone number of the 

consultant engaged (if applicable). 

 

4. Name and address for service of documents (if 

different from above). 

 

5. Name and telephone number of occupier or 

lessee of the affected site. 

 

6. Location and address of the affected site (as near 

as possible). 

 

7. Relevant territorial local authority (New Plymouth 

District Council, Stratford District Council or South 

Taranaki District Council). 

 

8. List of all other resource consents required, and 

reference numbers of any previous resource 

consents for this application from all consent 

authorities. 

 

9. List of names and addresses of property owners 

or occupiers likely to be directly affected by this 

application. 

 

10. Content of discharge (name contaminants). 

 

11. Type of operation causing discharge. 

 

12. Purpose for discharge. 

 

13. Maximum daily volume and maximum discharge 

rate. 

 

14. Number of hours per day that discharge will 

occur. 

 

15. Full description of any seasonal or time-related 

variation in discharge strengths and volumes 

expected (if applicable). 

 

16. Site plan and address of discharge source, for 

inspection purposes. 

 

17. Legal description of land at discharge source, for 

inspection purposes. 

 

18. Location of the discharge point (GPS). 

 

19. If discharge point is different from place of 

treatment/usage, include details with supporting 

plans of each site. 

 

20. Full description of works to be constructed, 

including process or department from which 

discharge originates, type of treatment facility 

and the quality of the proposed discharge 

(include design specifications). 

 

5.2 Assessment of 
environmental effects  
 

An assessment of effects on the environment is to be 

included with an application for a resource consent. 

The detail in the assessment of effects must be in 

such detail as corresponds with the scale and 

significance of the actual or potential effects the 

activity may have on the environment and must be 

prepared in accordance with the Fourth Schedule of 

the Act. 

 

The assessment of effects for a controlled activity, or 

for a restricted discretionary activity need address only 

those matters over which Taranaki Regional Council 

has retained control or reserved discretion (as the 
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case may be). Those matters are specified in the 

relevant rules of this Plan. 

 

Applicants should note that in considering any 

application for a resource consent and any 

submissions received, the Taranaki Regional Council 

is required to have regard to any objectives, policies, 

rules and other provisions of this Plan (Section 104 of 

the Act). Applicants should therefore take particular 

note of the objectives, policies and rules contained in 

this Plan, in addition to the matters set out in the 

Fourth Schedule to the Act, when preparing an 

assessment of effects. Consideration of all resource 

consent applications is subject to Part II of the Act. 

Accordingly where any Part II matters are relevant they 

should also be addressed. 

 

The extent to which all of these matters need to be 

addressed will depend on the nature and scale of the 

proposed activity. It is the responsibility of the 

applicant to provide sufficient information to enable 

the consent authority to assess any such application. 

If the applicant is uncertain as to the amount of 

information required or where such information may 

be obtained, it is suggested that the applicant contact 

the Consents Section of the Taranaki Regional Council 

for pre-application discussions.   

 
5.3  Requirement for further 

information 
 

Notwithstanding the above, the Council may, at any 

reasonable time, require the applicant to provide 

further information in respect of the activity for which 

the application for a discharge permit is made. 

 

The following list gives an indication of some of the 

circumstances in which the powers under Section 92 

(that is, where further information may be required) 

may be used: 

 

a) the standard application forms have not been 

properly completed; 

 

b) the application does not adequately describe the 

nature or location of the proposal; 

 

c) the application does not specify, or inaccurately 

specifies, other consents that may be needed to 

undertake the activity; 

 

d) in the case of any controlled or restricted 

discretionary activity, when the application and 

any accompanying information is not sufficient for 

the Council to be able to assess the matters to 

which it has restricted its discretion over or in 

respect of which it has reserved control (as the 

case may be); 

 

e) in the case of any discretionary or non-complying 

activity, the application provides insufficient 

information: 

 

i) to enable the actual or potential adverse 

effects of the activity to be identified; 

ii) relating to the ways in which any adverse 

effects are to be mitigated; 

 

iii) regarding the identification of other parties 

who may be affected; or 

 

iv) regarding other parties who have been 

consulted or their views, or both. 

 

f) there is uncertainty regarding the need or 

purpose of the consent; 

 

g) there are reasonable grounds to suggest that 

alternative locations or methods of undertaking 

the activity may be both feasible and would have 

less adverse effect on the environment than the 

proposed option; 

 

h) arising from a significant issue raised by 

submitters as a result of the pre-hearing hearing 

process; or 

 

i) a report is required to be commissioned to fully 

assess the effects of the activity or to audit any 

information provided by the applicant.  
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6 Financial contributions 

6.1 Introduction 
 

Where the Taranaki Regional Council grants a 

discharge to air permit, it may impose a condition 

requiring that a financial contribution be made for the 

purposes specified in a regional plan. 

 

The term ‘financial contribution' is defined in section 

108(9) of the Act to mean: 

... a contribution of: 

a)  money; or 

b) land, including an esplanade reserve or 

esplanade strip (other than in relation to a 

subdivision consent), but excluding Māori 

land within the meaning of the Māori Land 

Act 1993 unless that Act provides otherwise; 

or 

c) a combination of money and land. 

 

The  Taranaki Regional Council may also impose a 

condition requiring that services or works, including 

(but without limitation) the protection, planting, or 

replanting of any tree or other vegetation or the 

protection, restoration, or enhancement of any natural 

or physical resource, be provided. 

 

Financial contributions may be required for various 

purposes, including for the purposes of ensuring 

positive effects on the environment to offset any 

adverse effects and to mitigate adverse effects on the 

environment of use and development (environmental 

compensation) provided these purposes are required 

to be specified in the plan.  The level of the 

contribution is to be determined in the manner 

described in the plan.  

 

The provisions which follow reflect the requirements of 

the Act and set out: 

 

 the circumstances when such contributions 

may be imposed; 

 

 the purposes for which such contributions 

may be required and used; 

 

 the manner in which the amount of the 

contribution will be determined; 

 

 matters which the Taranaki Regional Council 

will consider when deciding whether to 

impose a financial contribution, the type or 

types of contribution and the amount of any 

contribution. 

 

 

6.2 Circumstances, purpose 
and amount 

 

Financial contributions may be imposed on any 

discharge to air permit for a controlled, restricted 

discretionary or discretionary activity in the 

circumstances and for the purposes set out 

below. The manner in which the amount of 

contribution will be determined is also set out. 

Contributions of money to the Taranaki Regional 

Council must be used for the purpose for which 

the contribution was taken. Assessment of 

whether a contribution is required, the form of 

any contribution and its actual value, will be in 

accordance with the matters set out in Section 

6.3. 

 

a) Protection, maintenance, restoration or 

enhancement of public amenities 

 

Circumstances: Where the discharge for which 

consent is granted is likely to cause or contribute 

to adverse effects on public amenities. 

 

Purposes: To mitigate or offset such effects by 

protecting, maintaining, restoring or enhancing 

public amenities, including the maintenance or 

provision of alternative sites that serve the same 

general purpose. 

 

Determination of amount: The amount of 

contribution will be determined by reference to 

the matters set out in Section 6.3 but will be an 

amount that will enhance public amenities to a 

reasonably equivalent level or standard to those 

which will be lost. 

 

b) Protection, maintenance or restoration of 

heritage values and of places, areas or 

features of importance to tangata whenua 

 

Circumstances: Where the discharge for which 

consent is granted will adversely affect places, 

areas, buildings or features of special historical, 

archaeological, architectural, scientific, ecological 

or intrinsic value (including trees or areas of 

vegetation with such values) and places, areas or 

features of importance to tangata whenua for 

spiritual, cultural or historical reasons. 

 

Purposes: To avoid, remedy, mitigate or offset 

such effects by protecting, maintaining or 

restoring the place, area, building or feature 

and/or to offset such effects by contributing to 

protection, maintenance or restoration of some 

alternative place, area, building or feature 

elsewhere in the same general locality. 

 

Determination of amount: The amount of 

contribution will be determined by reference to 

the matters set out in Section 6.3 but will be an 

amount that is reasonably required to avoid, 

mitigate or reasonably compensate for such 

effects. 
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6.3 Matters to be considered 
 

In deciding whether to impose financial contributions, 

the types of contribution and their value, the Taranaki 

Regional Council will have particular regard to the 

following matters.  

 

a) The purpose of the financial contribution is to avoid, 

remedy, mitigate offset or compensate the 

community or environment for adverse effects 

caused or contributed to by the activity and not 

otherwise avoided, remedied or mitigated by the 

consent holder. 

 

b) Whether adverse effects are likely to occur 

notwithstanding any avoidance, remedy or 

mitigation undertaken. 

 

c) The adverse effects for which a contribution is 

imposed cannot be avoided, remedied or mitigated 

directly by project design or adoption of the best 

practicable option for preventing or minimising the 

effects of the discharge. 

 

d) The adverse effects are not of such significance that 

to allow the activity (with or without a financial 

contribution) would be contrary to the purpose of 

the Act. 

 

e) Granting a discharge permit and requiring a 

financial contribution would be more effective in 

achieving the purpose of the Act (including 

recognition of the economic and social benefits of 

the activity) and the objectives and policies of this 

plan than declining consent or granting a consent 

without a condition requiring a financial 

contribution. 

 

f) In deciding the actual value of the financial 

contribution required, the Taranaki Regional Council 

will have particular regard to: 

 

(i)     the significance of the adverse effects 

attributable to the activity; 

 

(ii)    where such adverse effects are contributed to 

by other activities, the extent to which those 

adverse effects can be reasonably attributed to 

the activity for which consent is granted; and 

 

(iii)   the extent to which any positive effects of the 

activity offset any adverse effects. 

 

g) Financial contributions shall relate to the effects of 

the activity for which consent is granted and be in 

reasonable proportion to the significance of any 

adverse effects. 

 

 

h) Financial contributions may not be appropriate in 

every case, even when there are adverse effects. 

 

i)  The actual amount of particular contributions will 

vary depending on the circumstances and the 

application of the guidelines and criteria outlined 

above. 

 

j) The Taranaki Regional Council does not 

intend that adverse environmental effects 

must be fully mitigated or fully compensated 

in every case by way of financial contributions. 

 

k) Any financial contribution required shall be 

reasonable, consistent with the purpose of 

the Act and reasonably relate to effects of the 

activity for which consent has been granted.   
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7 Administrative procedures 

7.1  Introduction 
 

The Resource Management Act provides that regional 

plans may state: 

 

 the processes to be used to deal with issues 

which cross local authority boundaries and issues 

between territorial authorities and between 

regions (Section 67(2)(f)); 

 

 the procedures to be used to monitor the 

efficiency and effectiveness of the plan’s policies 

and methods (Section 67(2)(e)). 

 

These matters are covered in this section of the plan. 

The first matter, that of processes to deal with issues 

which cross local authority boundaries and issues 

between territorial authorities, is part of the broader 

issue of achieving integrated air quality management. 

 

 

7.2  Integrated management 
and cross-boundary 
issues 
 

With respect to air quality management, integrated 

management involves consideration of: 

 

 the effects of the discharge of contaminants to 

air or of measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate 

these effects, on other natural and physical 

resources or on other parts of the environment, 

recognising that such effects may occur in 

different areas or at different times; 

 

 the functions of other agencies under the 

Resource Management Act or other legislation 

which may promote the sustainable management 

of natural and physical resources and help 

achieve the air quality objectives for the region in 

an efficient and effective way; 

 

 the social and economic objectives and interests 

of the community, recognising that air quality 

management must be carried out having regard 

to social, economic and cultural well-being. 

 

Cross-boundary issues may occur when environmental 

effects on one resource use are felt in another part of 

the environment (for example, water quality affected 

as a result of the discharge of contaminants to air). 

Cross-boundary issues may also exist in relation to air, 

in that air is a free medium which is not contained 

within political or administrative boundaries. 

 

Integrated management aims to minimise the effects 

of cross-boundary issues and promote 

complementary, efficient and effective management 

of all natural and physical resources. 

 

 

7.2.1 Management roles and 
responsibilities 
 

Integrated management will assist the Taranaki 

Regional Council to co-ordinate the management of air 

quality and the effects of the discharge of 

contaminants to air with: 

 

 the Ministry for the Environment over air quality 

issues which are best dealt with or co-ordinated 

at a national level; 

 

 adjoining regional councils and territorial 

authorities within the Taranaki region concerning 

Taranaki Regional Council's responsibilities under 

the Act for the control of the discharge of 

contaminants to air; 

 

 territorial authorities concerning their 

responsibilities under the Act for the control of 

the effects of the use of land and the functions 

and responsibilities of territorial authorities and 

public health authorities under other Acts. 

 

 

7.2.2 The role of theTaranaki 
Regional Council 
 

The Taranaki Regional Council has prepared this plan 

in accordance with its functions and responsibilities 

under section 30 of the Resource Management Act 

1991. 

 

These functions and responsibilities include: 

 

 the establishment, implementation and review of 

objectives, policies and methods to achieve 

integrated management of the natural and 

physical resources of the region (section 

30(1)(a)); 

 

 the control of discharges of contaminants into air 

(section 30(1)(f)); and 

 

 any other functions specified in the Act (section 

30(1)(h)). 

 

Section 15(1) of the Act, dealing with the discharge of 

contaminants into the environment, states that no 

person may discharge a contaminant from any 

industrial or trade premises into air unless the 

discharge is expressly allowed by a rule in a regional 

plan, a resource consent or regulations. Section 15(2) 

of the Act states that no person may discharge any 

contaminant into the air from any place or other 

source in a manner that contravenes a rule in a 

regional plan, unless expressly allowed by a resource 

consent or regulations or Section 20A of the Act.  
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Resource consents for such discharges are to be 

obtained from regional councils. The Taranaki 

Regional Council decided to prepare this regional air 

quality plan to help it carry out its functions under the 

Act with respect to the discharge of contaminants to 

air, in order to achieve the purpose of the Act. Ten air 

quality management issues of significance to Taranaki 

have been identified in the Plan. These are stated and 

described in Section 3.0 of the Plan. Objectives, 

policies and methods of implementation have been 

prepared to address those issues. These are also set 

out in Section 3.0 of the Plan. Implementation of the 

objectives and policies of the Plan will involve 

integrated management of different functions and 

responsibilities as noted above. Under this Plan, the 

Taranaki Regional Council has assumed the primary 

role and responsibility for the following: 

 

 control of the discharge of contaminants to air 

(including odour) from all industrial and trade 

premises within Taranaki (excluding waste 

management processes)49; 

 

 control of the discharge of contaminants to air 

from industrial or trade premises or other places 

or sources: waste management processes; 

 

 control of the discharges of contaminants 

(including dust and odour) to air from site 

development, earthworks and the application of 

soil conditioners; 

 

 control of the discharge of contaminants to air 

(including odour) from aquaculture and intensive 

farming processes;   

 

 control of the discharge of agrichemicals into the 

air from production land and from public amenity 

areas; 

 

 control of the burning of vegetation on production 

or forested land and burning of tyres and 

untreated used oil; 

 

 fire training activities or fire safety research or 

education purposes; and 

 

 responding to complaints relating to discharges 

of contaminants to air from industrial and trade 

premises, and other discharges controlled under 

the Plan. 

 

The extent of these controls are set out in the regional 

rules contained in Section 4.0 of the Plan. District 

plans prepared by territorial authorities may also 

contain provisions relating to the effects of the use of 

land, which will assist in the implementation of the 

objectives and policies in the Regional Air Quality Plan 

(refer to Section 7.2.3 below). However, these 

provisions must not be inconsistent with the Regional 

Air Quality Plan. 

 

The Taranaki Regional Council will also monitor and 

gather information in relation to discharges of 

contaminants to air and the state of the air resource in 

                                                                 
49 Note:  Rules 1 to 7 provide for discharges to air whether 

from industrial or trade premises or production land.  

Taranaki and will provide information, advice and 

guidance to the community on air quality issues. These 

methods are set out in Section 3.0 of the Plan. 

While the Taranaki Regional Council has primary 

responsibility under the Resource Management Act for 

the control of the discharge of contaminants to air 

through regional rules and resource consents, other 

methods in place of or in combination with regional 

rules and consents may better achieve the air quality 

objectives for the region. 

 

Issues concerning greenhouse gases and climate 

change and standards for control of highly mobile 

sources such as motor vehicle emissions are more 

efficiently and effectively addressed by a co-ordinated 

strategy at the national level. A number of initiatives 

may also be taken by territorial authorities at the local 

level to achieve the air quality objectives in this Plan. 

 

In addition, the Taranaki Regional Council can enter 

into agreements to transfer any of its functions, 

powers, or duties, to other public authorities. Transfer 

of functions, powers or duties can assist in the 

integrated management of resources especially where 

there is an appropriate community of interest relating 

to the exercise of the function or where there will be 

increased efficiencies from the transfer because of 

technical knowledge or expertise or because the 

function being transferred is closely related to other 

responsibilities of the authority to which the function is 

to be transferred. 

 

 

7.2.3 The role of territorial 
authorities 
 

Territorial authorities are able to contribute to the air 

quality objectives set out in this Plan through 

provisions in district plans which control the effects of 

the use of land. Some discharges to air, particularly 

odours or smoke, may result in adverse effects, even if 

controlled to the best practicable levels, if the 

adjacent land use is sensitive to the discharge. Land 

use controls through district plans and resource 

consents can assist in avoiding or mitigating adverse 

effects of the discharge of contaminants to air by 

applying controls on the siting of land use activities or 

applying separation distances or buffer zones around 

activities discharging to air. 

 

A further means of achieving the air quality objectives 

of this Plan is for territorial authorities to continue to 

apply the nuisance provisions of the Health Act 1956 

to control minor nuisance or neighbour-to-neighbour 

effects. Under these provisions, territorial authorities 

would continue to deal with those minor discharges to 

air not covered by controls in this Plan, for example, 

discharges to air from home heating or other domestic 

sources. 

 

PROCEDURES  
 

The Taranaki Regional Council will use the following 

procedures in relation to integrated management and 

cross-boundary issues: 
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1. Having regard under Section 66 of the Act to the 

policy statements and plans (including resource 

management plans, strategic plans and annual 

plans) of territorial authorities and neighbouring 

regional councils and the extent to which this 

Plan needs to be consistent with those 

documents. 

 

2. Liaising, as appropriate, with the Ministry for the 

Environment over air quality issues which are 

best dealt with or co-ordinated at the national 

level. 

 

3. Liaising, as appropriate, with the Waikato 

Regional Council and the Manawatu-Wanganui 

Regional Council on matters of air management 

that are relevant to more than one region. 

 

4. Liaising, as appropriate, with the New Plymouth 

District Council, Stratford District Council and 

South Taranaki District Council on cross-boundary 

issues affecting air quality management. 

 

5. Encouraging the New Plymouth District Council, 

Stratford District Council and South Taranaki 

District Council to continue to apply the 

provisions of the Health Act 1956 to control 

minor nuisance effects not addressed by controls 

in this Plan, particularly those effects associated 

with spray drift of agrichemicals from residential 

and other properties not used as production land, 

and the nuisance effects associated with the 

discharge to air from domestic sources. 

 

6. Liaising, as appropriate, with the New Plymouth 

District Council, Stratford District Council, and 

South Taranaki District Council regarding their 

functions and responsibilities under the Forest 

and Rural Fires Act 1977. 

 

7. Liaising, as appropriate, with other public health 

authorities regarding public health issues that 

arise in carrying out Taranaki Regional Council's 

functions under the Act. 

 

8. Advocating to the New Plymouth District Council, 

Stratford District Council and South Taranaki 

District Council that, where appropriate, 

provisions be included in district plans to avoid, 

remedy or mitigate the effects on the 

environment of the discharge of contaminants to 

air. 

 

9. Considering the transfer of functions which would 

be more efficiently, effectively and appropriately 

carried out by other agencies. Transfers of 

functions will be considered on the basis of the 

requirements of Section 33 of the Act including 

where both authorities agree that the authority to 

which the transfer is made represents the 

appropriate community of interest, and where the 

transfer is desirable on the grounds of efficiency 

and technical or special capability or expertise. 

 

10. Preparing other regional plans that are 

complementary to and consistent with the 

Regional Air Quality Plan. 

 

11. Considering the effects on other natural and 

physical resources in making decisions with 

respect to air quality management and resource 

consents to discharge contaminants to air. 

 

12. Making submissions in respect of documents 

prepared by other authorities. 

 

 

7.3  Monitoring 
 

The Taranaki Regional Council is required by Section 

35 of the Act to undertake monitoring and keep 

records. The Taranaki Regional Council must monitor: 

 

 the state of the regional environment (to the 

extent necessary to carry out the Council's 

functions under the Act); 

 the  efficiency and effectiveness of policies, rules, 

or other methods in  this Plan; 

 the exercise of any transferred functions, powers 

or duties; and 

 the exercise of discharge to air permits; 

 

and take any action that is appropriate to the 

circumstances. 

 

 

PROCEDURES  
 

The monitoring of the efficiency and effectiveness of 

this Plan’s policies and methods will be carried out in 

conjunction with monitoring of the Regional Policy 

Statement for Taranaki and other regional plans. The 

following methods will be used to monitor the 

effectiveness of this Plan: 

 

1. Establish and maintain a regional ambient air 

quality monitoring programme appropriate to the 

needs of the region. 

 

2. Establish and maintain a programme that is 

appropriate to the needs of the region, for 

monitoring meteorological conditions. 

 

3. Collect, within 3 years of this Plan becoming 

operative, information on the nature and extent 

of discharges of contaminants to air in Taranaki 

including the volume and type of discharge from 

industrial, agricultural, domestic and mobile 

sources, and continue to gather such information 

to determine changes in these emissions over 

time. 

 

4. Monitor the cumulative effects of contaminants 

discharged to air, as appropriate to the needs of 

the region, by: 

 undertaking a baseline study of the 

meteorological state of the atmosphere in 

Taranaki as it affects dispersion and removal of 

airborne contaminants; 

 undertaking ongoing monitoring of ambient air 

quality within the Taranaki region; 

 undertaking ongoing assessments of regional air 

quality management by collating available 

information on the nature and volume of 

discharges to air authorised by resource 
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consents, technological advances and effects on 

ambient air quality; 

 undertaking ongoing assessments of regional air 

quality by collating information on the nature and 

volume of discharges to air from sources not 

authorised by resource consents including 

agricultural, and domestic sources and vehicle 

emissions; 

 maintaining a register of complaints which 

records the number, frequency, type and nature 

of discharges to air reported to the Council; 

 undertaking research on air quality issues as and 

when appropriate; 

 seeking public input and comment on air quality 

issues through surveys or other means. 

 

5. Consider the results of monitoring subsequent to 

implementation of a regional monitoring 

strategy. The strategy will contain methods to 

monitor the overall state of the environment of 

the Taranaki region. 

 

6. Carry out compliance monitoring in relation to 

individual discharge permits. Where appropriate 

to the nature and scale of effect of an activity, 

individual consent monitoring programmes will 

be designed and implemented in conjunction 

with the consent holder. 

 

7. Continue recording and evaluating unauthorised 

discharges to air along with other unauthorised 

activities in the region. 

 

8. Use, when appropriate, monitoring and research 

programmes carried out by other agencies. 

 

9. Use, when appropriate, information (including 

requests and complaints) from iwi, territorial 

authorities, other agencies and the public. 

 

10. Keep records of the numbers of consent 

applications made for each type of activity 

regulated by the Plan. 

 

 

7.4  Review 
 

The Act requires that a full review of this plan 

commences no later than 10 years from the date 

upon which it becomes operative. That review will 

include a review of the plan and all changes to the 

Plan. 

 

PROCEDURES  
 

The following procedures will be used to review this 

Plan: 

 

1. A review of the relevant parts or provisions of the 

Plan may be carried out in response to any 

changes in the Regional Policy Statement for 

Taranaki. This review will be to the extent 

appropriate to determine and make changes to 

the Plan so that it is not inconsistent with that 

policy statement. 

 

2. A review of the relevant parts or provisions of the 

Plan may be carried out if a new issue arises, or if 

regional monitoring or research programmes 

show that a review would otherwise be 

appropriate. 

 

3. A full review (within the meaning of Section 79 of 

the Act) will be commenced no later than 10 

years after the date upon which this Plan 

becomes operative. 

 

The procedures to be used to review the Plan will be 

determined at that time, and will include (as part of a 

review programme): 

 

(i) an assessment of the state of those matters that 

will be the subject of monitoring in the Regional 

Monitoring Strategy, and comparison with the 

relevant objectives of the Plan; 

 

(ii) internal assessment by officers of the Taranaki 

Regional Council regarding the efficiency and 

effectiveness of policies and methods of 

implementation in achieving the objectives of the 

Plan; 

 

(iii) internal assessment by officers of the Taranaki 

Regional Council regarding the usefulness of the 

matters required to be included in an application 

for a discharge permit and of administrative 

procedures; 

 

(iv) formal and informal liaison with public authorities 

and key interest groups regarding the 

effectiveness of the Plan; and 

 

(v) analysis and appropriate incorporation of public 

submissions regarding proposed changes to the 

plan, or re-notification of the Plan, as required by 

Section 79 of the Act. 
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