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Appendix XH:  Te Atiawa statutory acknowledgements 
1. Attachment to the Regional Policy Statement for Taranaki 

In accordance with Section 53 of the Te Atiawa Claims Settlement Act 2006, information recording statutory 

acknowledgements is hereby attached to the Regional Policy Statement for Taranaki. The information 

includes relevant provisions of Subpart 3 of Part 2 of the Te Atiawa Claims Settlement Act 2006, in full, the 

description of the statutory area and the statement of association as recorded in the statutory 

acknowledgements. 

The statements of association of Te Atiawa are set out below.  These are statements of the particular cultural, 

spiritual, historical, and traditional association of Te Atiawa with identified areas. 

Awa te Take Pa Historic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-08) 

This site is in the rohe of Otaraua Hapu and is located on the banks of the Waitara River.  Awa Te Take is an 

ancient site and was a papakainga and defensive pa.   As a defensive pa, the steep jagged riverside cliffs 

afforded perfect protection.  Significant features such as earthwork defenses (ditch bank) and the remnants of 

prehistoric lowland forest remain visible today. 

The social, cultural and historical importance of Awe Te Take Historic Reserve is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories. The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken continuity 

with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce tribal identity.  

Awa te Take Scenic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-09) 

Awa te Take Awa te Take Scenic Reserve is on the banks of Waitara River and is in the rohe of Otaraua Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Awa te take Pa is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Bayly Road Conservation Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-23) 

The site is located at the edge of Waitapu Urupa at Nga Motu (islands) beach, New Plymouth and is in the rohe 

of Ngati Te Whiti. 

Waitapu is named after the stream which takes its name from an incident which arose during the siege of Otaka 

Pa by neighbouring northern iwi in 1832.  When discussing terms for peace a chief from the neighbouring iwi, 

sought permission to go into Otaka to hold a tangi for his dead warriors.  One inhabitant, Te Whau, ran out 

towards the taua, was killed and her body dismembered and thrown into the stream.  The stream was then 

called Waitapu - wai (water) and tapu (sacred).  This stream still runs through Waitapu Urupa today. 

In 1923 Ngati Te Whiti members petitioned the government for the return of the urupa this occurred in 1927 

when the land was vested as an urupa through the Maori Land Court.  Waitapu was the first cemetery in New 

Plymouth and the first recorded burial was Mary Ann Barrett in 1840.  In 1847 the whaler Richard Barrett died 

after an accident and was also buried at Waitapu.  During the excavations for the New Plymouth power station 

in 1970s ko iwi (bones) were uncovered at Paritutu and were reinterred at Waitapu.  The ko iwi were carbon 

dated to the 1600s. 

Over the years many Maori and Pakeha have been laid to rest at Waitapu.  Waitapu remains open as an urupa 

and is the final resting place for many Ngati Te Whiti members.  The value of the site today is its proximity to 

Waitapu Urupa and its current use as an access way in to the Waitapu Urupa. 

Everett Park Scenic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-10) 

Everett Park is located on the banks of the Maunganui River in the rohe of Pukerangiora Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Everett Park is illustrated through Te Atiawa traditions 

and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken continuity with Te 

Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.   
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Huatoki Stream Marginal Strip (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-33) 

The sites are in the rohe of Ngati Te Whiti Hapu and take their name from the Huatoki River and their close 

proximity to it.  The Huatoki is named after the titoki tree which grows profusely in the area. 

The Huatoki River, and surrounding environment were important for their resources.  Along and near its banks 

were solid stands of timber, flax and raupo.  Aside from providing a source of water, the river was plentiful in 

fish, whitebait, and lamprey.  The banks were used as a walkway to other papakainga and as a highway to the 

coast.  Several papakainga were located along the river including Te Kawau, Pukaka, Mawhera, Maripu and 

Okoare.  Nohoanga were also located in key resource gathering areas and were used by hapu members in the 

summer months to gather resources and escape the heat.  Disputes/competition for these resources caused 

several battles between Te Atiawa hapu.  Two such battles are remembered today in Korero tawhito.  The first 

was a dispute over piharau fishing rights between Te Rangi Apiti Rua of Puke Ariki, and of Manu Kino of 

Waimanu.  The other occurred when the rangatira.  Koronerea, ambushed and attacked a taua who were 

hunting on the banks of the Huatoki.  The battle was named Pakirikiri because the bodies resembled pakirikiri, 

the rock eyed cod. 

During the Land Wars, British soldiers used a track along the Huatoki from Pukaka/Marsland Hill to the centre 

of town which was named Red Coat Lane.  The river today is valued because of its rich bush stands, its 

conservation values and landscape aesthetics. 

Huirangi Recreation Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-25) 

The Huirangi Recreation Reserve is located on inland and is in the rohe of Pukerangiora Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Huirangi Recreation Reserve is illustrated through 

Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Katere Scenic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-11) 

Katere is located in Fitzroy, New Plymouth and is in the rohe of Ngati Tawhirikura Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Katere is illustrated through Te Atiawa traditions and 

histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken continuity with Te 

Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.   

Mahoetahi Historic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-12) 

Mahoetahi is located at the junction of the highway north and Mountain Road, Bell Block and is in the rohe of 

Puketapu hapu.  Historically it was a pa site located on a small hill surrounded on three sides by a flax and 

raupo swamp.  The approach to the pa was by a ridge from a plain on the north east side.  It closely identified 

with another nearby pa called Nga Puke Turua.   

During the land wars it was a site of a major battle involving local and neighbouring iwi against a force of about 

1000 soldiers, and colonial militia.  Outnumbered and on a site which was ill equipped for battle, the taua was 

quickly defeated and about fifty were killed and another third wounded.  The chiefs were buried at St Mary’s 

Church, New Plymouth and the others at Mahoetahi. 

Mahoetahi is important to Puketapu because of its cultural and historical significance.  It is a former pa, a Land 

Wars Site and an urupa.  The significance of Mahoetahi is recognised nationally through its NZ Wars Graves 

rating.  

Makara Scenic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-13) 

This site is located on the banks of the Waitara river and is in the rohe of Otaraua and Pukerangiora hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Makara Scenic Reserve illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Mangahinau Esplanade Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-26) 

This site is on the Waitara River and is in the rohe of Otaraua Hapu. 
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The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Mangahinau Esplanade Reserve is illustrated through 

Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Ngahere Scenic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-27) 

Te Ngahere was a small pa on the outer reaches of the great Ngati Tuparikino papapkainga, Tupare.  Tupare 

was located on the banks of the Waiwhakaiho River and was built to the landscape which rose steadily from 

the river.  This site is named Te Ngahere because it was covered in bush. 

Tupare and Te Ngahere were abandoned in the wake of the 1830s invasion by a northern iwi and the habitants 

fled to Otaka at Nga Motu.  In the 1830s Ngati Tuparikino returned to the area to live but did so in small whanau 

villages, rather than big pa sites. The only remainder of the original pa sites today are their names.  

Today, Te Ngahere is a reserve in a small sheltered steep gully.  In the mid-twentieth century lit was replanted 

in exotics to replace the original bush, most of which had gone.  Te Ngahere still attracts bird life, especially 

fantail, pigeon and tui.  The value of Te Ngahere is its ancestral connection and historical association with the 

great Tupare papakainga. 

Ngangana Pa (being Manukorihi Recreation Reserve) 

(as shown on deed plan OTS-043-14) 

The site is located on the east side of the Waitara River in the rohe of Otaraua and Manukorihi hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Manukorihi Recreation reserve is illustrated 

through Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Papamoa (being Meeting of the Waters Scenic Reserve)  

(as shown on deed plan OTS-043-15) 

Papamoa is located on the banks of the Waiwakaiho River in the rohe of Ngati Te Whiti.  The site is above a 

river bend which was later named the meeting of the waters because of the turbulent river flow at that point.  

The site was named Papamoa because the land around which it was located was as soft as a garden bed.  

Papamoa was also a nohoanga, a camping site inhabited at certain times of the year to gather seasonal 

resources such as mahinga kai (kei kei, fish, eels, tii) and as a retreat to escape the heat of the summer.  Kei 

kei and Tii were still being harvested from this site by Ngati Te Whiti people in the 1950s.  Papamoa was also 

used as a defensive lookout point and the site of several inter iwi battles.  Papamoa was considered a tapu site 

because of the battles and many drownings in the turbulent river.  

For Ngati Te Whiti the site still retains its tapu nature.  Today the site is a significant example of extensive ring 

plain forests and is important for its biodiversity, conservation and recreational values.  

Puketakauere Pa Historic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-16) 

This site is in the rohe of Otaraua Hapu.  Puketakauere is an ancient pa site with a history characterised by both 

peaceful occupation and warfare.  It was the site of one of the first battles of the first Taranaki War.  At this 

time, the site included a ring ditch pa with an escape route through the nearby swamp, and an identical paa, 

Onukukaitara, which had covered passages and rifle pits.  Due to the victory of Te Atiawa fighters over a large 

British military force at Puketakauere, the site, serves as a constant reminder for Te Atiawa of the courage and 

strength of Otaraua and Te Atiawa tupuna.  The British built a Blockhouse on Onukukaitara once it had been 

abandoned by Te Atiawa.  The site and the Battle of Puketakauere has an important place in the history of the 

Taranaki Wars and the New Zealand Wars, and continues to have significant educational, historical and 

symbolic value for Te Atiawa.  

Robe Street Conservation Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-17) 

The Ngati Te Whiti name for this area is Maramamao. Maramamao was located on the outer reaches of Puke 

Ariki Pa.  Puke Ariki was a huge pa which stretched from the coast inland and was probably built by Te Rangi 

Apiti Rua sometime in the 1700s.  In building the pa, Te Rangi Apiti Rua retained the landscape, a hill sloping 

upwards from the sea to a large flat area.  The large flat area became the cultivation area Maramamao through 

which the stream, Mangaotuku, ran.  The food resources of Maramamao supplied the people of Puke Ariki and 

nearby pa such as Mawhero and Pukaka. 
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There were other cultivation areas but Maramamao was the largest and most distant from the centre of the pa.  

Puke Ariki contained many marae and several urupa.  One of the urupa, was located close to Maramamao 

where at least three chiefs, including Te Rangi Apiti Rua, are buried. 

Puke Ariki, its constituent marae, urupa and cultivation area remain significant to Ngati Te Whiti and are 

expressed and remembered through constant Korero tawhito/oral history and daily cultural practices. 

Sentry Hill Conservation Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-18) 

Te Morere is an ancient pa located on a hill on the banks of the Waiongona.  It was named Te Morere (the 

swing), because of the tall swing tree which stood on the site and from which the youth used to swing out and 

dive into the nearby river.  It is located in the rohe of Puketapu hapu.   

During the first Taranaki war, Te Morere was a lookout by Puketapu warriors to observe British military 

movements.  In 1863 the British built a redoubt on Te Morere and called the site Sentry Hill.  In 1864 Taranaki 

warriors, including from Te Atiawa, attacked the British redoubt at Te Morere resulting in the deaths of over 50 

Maori.  The battle of Te Morere is remembered through a haunting poem of mourning composed by Tamati 

Hone.  The poem ends with a comparison of the dead at Te Morere to a wrecked and shattered fleet of waka:  

"How vain your valour, how vain your charge against Morere’s walls 

Lost on that rocky coast of death are all my crews 

Tanui, Tokomaru, Kurahaupo, Aotea 

Aue, my brave canoes, Lie broken on the shores." 

Today, the site is dissected by the road.  Although there is very little physical evidence of its former glory, Te 

Morere remains in the cultural memory of Puketapu and Te Atiawa.  

Sentry Hill Redoubt Historic Reserve (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-19) 

Te Morere is an ancient pa located on a hill on the banks of the Waiongona.  It was named Te Morere (the 

swing), because of the tall swing tree which stood on the site and from which the youth used to swing out and 

dive into the nearby river.  It is located in the rohe of Puketapu hapu.  

During the first Taranaki war, Te Morere was a lookout by Puketapu warriors to observe British military 

movements.  In 1863 the British built a redoubt on Te Morere and called the site Sentry Hill.  In 1864 Taranaki 

warriors, including from Te Atiawa, attacked the British redoubt at Te Morere resulting in the deaths of over 50 

Maori.  The battle of Te Morere is remembered through a haunting poem of mourning composed by Tamati 

Hone.  The poem ends with a comparison of the dead at Te Morere to a wrecked and shattered fleet of waka:  

"How vain your valour, how vain your charge against Morere’s walls 

Lost on that rocky coast of death are all my crews 

Tanui, Tokomaru, Kurahaupo, Aotea 

Aue, my brave canoes, Lie broken on the shores." 

Today, the site is dissected by the road.  Although there is very little physical evidence of its former glory, Te 

Morere remains in the cultural memory of Puketapu and Te Atiawa.  

 

Te Henui Stream Conservation Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-28) 

The site is on the banks of the Te Henui River, close to three papakainga, Pukewarangi, Puketarata and 

Parihamore and in the rohe of Ngati Te Whiti Hapu. 

Te Henui means "the huge mistake" and refers to an incident that is no longer remembered.  The Te Henui River 

and nearby papakainga were very important to Ngati Te Whiti.  The three papakainga were close to each other 

and their occupants shared resources and strategies in times of conflict with other Hapu or Iwi.  All sites are 

situated on the Te Henui River which was used for transport to the papakainga down river and on the coast.  

The papakainga on the coast at the Te Henui river mouth were Purakau, Autere and Kerau.  Fish and kaimoana 

were collected from the river and the nearby reef, Arakaiai and these provided staple as well as gourmet food.  

Kaimoana and fish were gathered according to strict protocols to ensure sustainability and good health and 

customary practices such as manaakitanga.  Although the resources were important for physical survival and 

customary practises were important, the land was always important for without it the Hapu had nothing.  The 

relationship with the land and the landscape was that of kaitiakiguardianship, survival and heritage.  The land 

and its constituent resources were perceived in physical terms as ability to survive and secondly in spiritual 

terms as turangawaewae/birth right.  The ultimate aim was communal well being and balance.  From 1841 the 

land at the mouth of the Te Henui was set aside as reserves for the use of Ngati Te Whiti.  During the 
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construction for the sea wall the shape of the mouth of the Te Henui was changed so that the river flows to the 

sea in a straight line. 

Today, the only physical remains are those of the papakainga above as well as the reef, Arakaitai, from which 

Hapu members still gather kaimoana.  

Waiongana Stream Conservation Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-29) 

The resources of the lower reaches of the Waiongana supported many papakainga, such as Nga Puke Turua, 

Mahoetahi, Te Morere and Manutahi.  The river itself provided an abundance of large tuna, koura, inanga and 

piharau.  The banks of the river provided flax, manuka and raupo. 

The reefs at the mouth of the Waiongana provided pipi, paua, kina. mussels, crab and seaweed.  Hapu members 

would camp at the papakainga at the river mouth during the spring and summer specifically to gather kaimoana 

and larger ocean fish.  The men would go out to fishing if the day and weather was right and only caught one 

species each day.  Sometimes the fishing party met with disaster, as related in the following Korero tawhito 

(oral history).  One morning about twenty waka and two hundred men prepared to set off to the Hapuka fishing 

grounds known as Waitawhetawheta.  A dispute arose between two members about a particular seat on a 

particular waka during which fishing gear was thrown into the water.  The offended party was the tohunga 

Mokeuhi who then refused to go out fishing.  Whilst the fleet was at sea Mokeuhi conjured up an immense 

storm which devastated the fleet.  There were only two survivors, Kawenui who beached at Urenui and Te Kohita 

who beached at Motupipi in the South Island. 

Waipapa Road Conservation Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-30 

Waipapa is located on the banks of the Waitara River and is in the rohe of Otaraua and Manukorihi Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waipapa Road Conservation Area is illustrated 

through Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Waitara River No 1 Marginal Strip (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-20) 

The site is part of the Waipapa Road Conservation Area/Nganana and is in the rohe of Otaraua hapu 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waitara River No.1 Marginal Strip is illustrated 

through Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Waitara West Marginal Strip (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-31 

The site is located on the coast at the mouth of the Waitara River and is in the rohe of Puketapu and Otaraua 

Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waitara West Marginal Strip is illustrated through 

Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Waiwhakaiho River Mouth (Crown Land Conservation Area) (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-21) 

This site is at the mouth of the Waiwhakaiho River on the edges of the great pa, Rewa Rewa.  The site is located 

in the rohe of Ngati Tawhirikura and Ngati Te Whiti.  The river mouth, the wetlands and associated water bodies 

were important because of its resources such as raupo (for thatching) water, ferns (for food and blankets) 

berries, birds, fish, flax (for clothing) and kaimoana reefs.  Fish and whitebait, were caught from particular 

purpose built sites called whakaparu and these remain and continue to be used today.  The sand dunes were 

used as gardens for food crops such as kumara and plants such as pingau, which was used to colour clothing 

flax.  The sand dunes were also used as a temporary urupa because the heat of the sand assists the breaking 

down of the flesh.  Often the ko iwi/bones were removed and interred elsewhere.  Rewa Rewa was located on 

a hill above the river mouth and was an ancient pa which over the generations housed a large population.   

The Waiwakaiho River supported many papakainga from its river mouth to its source on Taranaki, such as Rewa 

Rewa, Waiwhakaiho, Raiomiti, Te Ngaere, Pukemapo, Te Renega, Pukeotepua and Papamoa.  The river was 

used as a means of transport to nearby papakainga to trade food and taonga and to maintain whanaungatanga.  

The river is the boundary marker between Ngati Te Whiti and Ngati Tawhirikura and is embodied in pepeha, 

waiata and Korero tawhito.   
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RIVERS AND TRIBUTARIES 

Herekawe Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-32) 

The Herekawe is located to the south of New Plymouth and springs from the land and heads to the Tasman 

Sea.  At its source it is very narrow but widens as it flows to the sea.  The Herekawe is located with the rohe of 

the Ngati Te Whiti Hapu.  

The Herekawe was, and is, socially and culturally important because of the freshwater and coastal mahinga kai 

resources it provided to generations of the Hapu and the many papkainga nearby such as Onuku Taipari, Te 

Mahoe, Moturoa, Mikotahi, Ruataka, Papawhero. 

Two events of more recent times provide evidence of the continuing importance of the Herekawe as a boundary 

marker.  In 2004, the Herekawe is used as one of the boundary indicators between Te Atiawa and Taranaki for 

their respective 2004 Fisheries Settlements.  In 2008 the Herekawe was decided as one of the boundary 

markers for the Tapuae Marine Reserve after Te Atiawa refused to give up its customary rights to collect 

kaimoana from the nearby reefs. 

Te Atiawa acknowledges the Taranaki Iwi interest in the Herekawe. 

Huatoki Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-33) 

The Huatoki runs through the centre of New Plymouth.  The Huatoki springs from the land and heads to the 

Tasman Sea. At its source it is very narrow but widens as it flows to the sea.  The Huatoki is within the rohe of 

the Ngati Te Whiti Hapu. 

The name Huatoki was coined because of the abundance of the titoki tree, which grew, and still grows, along 

its banks.  A product from the titoki tree, oil, was valued for its cosmetic qualities. 

The Huatoki was also important for its running freshwater source and mahinga kai, flax, raupo and timber.  The 

food resources along with the kaimoana from nearby reefs provided ample sustenance for and sustained the 

papakainga along the banks of the Huatoki, papakainga such as Puke Ariki, Te Kawau, Pukaka, Mawhera, 

Maripu and Okoare.  Most of the papakainga existed peacefully with the others and shared nohonga (places to 

stay) along the banks of the Huatoki, especially in the summer months, to gather and store resources.  

The abundance of resources, however, did not prevent the odd dispute.  One such dispute remembered today 

in Korero tawhito was between Te Rangi Apiti Rua of Puke Ariki and of Manu Kino of Waimanu over the latter’s 

piharau fishing rights.  This resulted in Te Rangi Apiti Rua’s attacking Waimanu in revenge and the people of 

Waimanu being rescued by Potaka of Nga Puke Turua. 

Another battle occurred when Koronerea, ambushed and defeated a taua from a neighbouring iwi who were 

advancing up the Huatoki.  This battle was named pakirikiri because the bodies of the slain resembled pakirikiri, 

the rock eyed cod. 

The banks were a walkway to other papakainga whilst the river was used as a highway to the coast and inland. 

Several known tauranga waka sites remain today. 

During the Land Wars, British soldiers used a track along the Huatoki from Pukaka/Marsland Hill to the centre 

of town which was named Red Coat Lane. 

The Huatoki retains its historic, cultural and traditional value to Te Atiawa who continue to exercise kaitiakitanga 

over the river and its conservation and aesthetic values.  

Kowhangamoku Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-34) 

The Kowhangamoku is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea. It is 

located in the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Kowhangamoku is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Manganui River and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-35) 

The Manganui springs from Taranaki Maunga and flows into the Waitara.  It is in the rohe of Pukerangiora and 

Otaraua Hapu. 
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The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Manganui River is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity and 

manawhenua. 

Mangati Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-36) 

The Mangati is located at Bell Block and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is within the 

rohe of Puketapu Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Mangati stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity and 

manawhenua. 

Manu Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-37) 

The Manu is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is located in 

the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Manu Stream illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Motukari Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-38) 

The Motukari is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is located 

in the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the rivers, streams, lakes and waterways is illustrated 

through Te Atiawa traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an 

unbroken continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity and 

manawhenua.  

Onaero River and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-22) 

Part of the Onaero flows through the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Onaero River is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Parahaki Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-39) 

The Parahaki is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is located 

in the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Parahaki Stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Tapuae Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-40) 

Part of the Tapuae flows through the rohe of Ngati Te Whiti Hapu.  

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Tapuae River is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Te Henui Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-41) 

The Te Henui is located in east New Plymouth.  It springs from the land and runs to the Tasman Sea. At its 

source it is very narrow but widens as it flows to the sea.  The Te Henui is in the rohe of Ngati Te Whiti Hapu.  Te 

Henui means "the huge mistake" and refers to an incident which is no longer remembered. 
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The Te Henui was very important because of the abundant resources which sustained the physical and 

metaphysical needs of the papakainga and communities along its banks, such as Purakau, Autere and Kerau.  

Autere was also a fishing village from which Hapu would launch their waka and sail to offshore fishing grounds.  

Fish and kaimoana were collected from the river and the nearby reef, Arakaitai, and these provided staple as 

well as gourmet foods.  Kaimoana and fish were gathered according to strict protocols to ensure sustainability 

and good health.  Kaimoana and gourmet foods were important to uphold customs such as manaakitanga.  

Although the resources were important for physical survival and customary practises were important, the land 

was always important for without it the Hapu had nothing. 

Further up river were the papakainga of Pukewarangi, Puketarata and Parihamore.  These papakainga were 

located close to each other and shared resources and strategies in times of conflict with other Hapu or Iwi.  

Pukewarangi and Parihamore were settlements as well as defensive strongholds whilst Puketarata was a 

settlement which stored food reserves. 

Waiau Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-42) 

The Waiau is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is in the rohe 

of Ngati Rahiri. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waiau Stream illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Apart from its other important aspects the Waiau is important as a boundary marker between Te Atiawa and 

Ngati Mutunga.  The Te Atiawa northern coastal boundary point, Te Rau O Te Huia, is on the banks of the Waiau. 

Waihi Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-43) 

The Waihi is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea. It is located in 

the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of Waihi Stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Waihowaka Stream and tributaries as shown on deed plan OTS-043-44) 

The Waihowaka is located in Bell Block and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is within the 

rohe of Puketapu Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waihowaka Stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Waiongana Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-45) 

The Waiongana flows from Taranaki Maunga to the Tasman Sea and is in the rohe Puketapu Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waiongana Stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity. 

Waipapa Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-45) 

The Waipapa is located north of Waitara and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea. It is located 

in the rohe of Ngati Rahiri Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waipapa Stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Waipu Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-46) 

The Waipu Lagoons are located on the coast and are within the rohe of Puketapu Hapu. 
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The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waipu is illustrated through Te Atiawa traditions 

and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken continuity with Te 

Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Waitaha Stream and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-48) 

The Waitaha is located in Bell Block and springs from the land and flows to the Tasman Sea.  It is in the rohe of 

Puketapu Hapu. 

The social, cultural, historical and spiritual importance of the Waitaha Stream is illustrated through Te Atiawa 

traditions and histories.  The traditions and histories also represent the spiritual links and an unbroken 

continuity with Te Atiawa tipuna and present generations and reinforce Te Atiawa tribal identity.  

Waitara River and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-49) 

The Waitara River is one of the major rivers in the Te Atiawa rohe and takes its name from the legend of Te 

Whaitara-nui-a-Wharematangi-i-te-kimi-i-tana-matua-i-a-Ngarue.  The Waitara flows through the rohe of the 

Hapu of Manukorihi, Otaraua, Pukerangiora and Ngati Rahiri.  

The Waitara River, unlike other substantial rivers within Taranaki, does not flow directly from Maunga Taranaki 

but springs from the Manganui River which flows off the mountain and converges with the Waitara River.   

The Waitara river mouth was one of the first areas to be settled in Aotearoa and life was sustained here by the 

abundant resources provided by the reefs and wetlands.  There were many kainga and tauranga waka at the 

mouth of the Waitara and the kainga later became seasonal fishing villages as Te Atiawa spread along and 

inhabited the entire length of the Waitara River,   One of the streams, Mangahinau, was the mooring site for the 

largest Te Atiawa war waka, Eanganui.   

There were many papakainga along the banks of the Waitara, such as Ngangana, Kuikui, Te Whanga, Huirapa, 

Werohia, Aorangi, Puketapu, Mamaku, Tokitahi, Purimu, Karaka, Te Awaiotetaki, Manukorihi, Pukerangiora, 

Mangaemiemi / Te Ahikaroa, Wakatete, Kerepapaka, Tahunakau, and Taumaatene.  The Waitara River provided 

an abundance of fish, inanga, tuna/eel, piharau, kahawai, yellow eyed mullet, flounder, herrings, kokopu, weka, 

pukeko, ducks.  One of the river’s tributaries, the Tangaroa, was an important spawing area for inanga and 

native fish.  The Hapu fished from purpose built platforms and this technique continues today to describe 

customary fishing locations on the river.  Each whakaparu was named and these names remain and continue 

to be used by Te Atiawa today.  The mara / gardens along the river included Te Rore, Mangahinau, Panekeneke, 

Opakaru, Te Ramarama and Mangaemiemi.  The ururpaa include Te Rohutu, Manaaiti, Pukehou, Teremutu and 

Ngangana. The natural defences and height provided by the cliffs provided control of the Waitara Rriver.  Aorangi 

along with Pukekohe and Manukorihi, formed a triangle of strongly defended paa in the valley.  In its upper 

reaches, its cliffs provided defence for Pukerangora Pa and in one battle many Pukerangiora people jumped 

from the cliffs into the Waitara River.  

The river continues to be, an important resource for mahinga kai.  Contemporary uses of the site include cultural 

harvesting (fish, whitebait) and the site is valued because of its biodiversity and conservation values. 

Te Atiawa has a physical, historical and spiritual relationship with the Waitara River.  All elements of the natural 

environment possess a life force, or mauri.  This is a critical element of the spiritual relationship of Te Atiawa to 

the Waitara River which has a spiritual force and personality of its own.   

The Waitara River has been, and continues to be an integral part of the social, spiritual and physical fabric of 

Te Atiawa and is celebrated in karakia, waiata and pepeha. 

Waiwhakaiho River and tributaries (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-50) 

The Waiwhakaiho River is located in the suburb of Fitzroy, New Plymouth and flows from Taranaki Maunga to 

the Tasman Sea.  It is one of the largest rivers in the Te Atiawa rohe and has several tributaries including the 

Mangaone and Mangorei.  At its mouth today there is a man made waterway, Lake Rotomanu which was created 

in the 1960s to provide a habitat and refuge for wildlife and is also used for recreational purposes.  

The Waiwhakaiho River is the ancient boundary marker between Ngati Te Whiti and Ngati Tawhirikura and is 

embodied in pepeha and korero tawhito.  In former times the Waiwhakaiho River marked the boundary of the 

rohe of Puketapu, Ngati Tawhirikura and Ngati Te Whiti.  

The Waiwahakaiho River was very important because of the abundant resources which sustained the physical 

and metaphysical needs of the papakainga and communities along its banks, papakainga such as Rewa Rewa, 

Waiwhakaiho River, Raiomiti, Te Ngaere, Pukemapo, Te Renega, Pukeotepua and Papamoa.  
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The Waiwhakaiho River mouth, the wetlands and associated water bodies were important because of resources 

such as raupo, water, ferns, berries, birds, fish, flax and kaimoana.  The river fish and whitebait were caught 

from particular purpose built sites called whakaparu and these remain and continue to be used today. 

There were several papakainga on the river from its mouth to further inland.  Rewa Rewa was located on a hill 

above the river mouth and was an ancient paa which, over the generations, housed a large population.  Other 

papakainga along the river were Waiwhakaiho River, Raiomiti, Te Ngaere, Pukemapo, Te Rerenga, Puke O Te 

Pua and Papamoa.  The river was also used as a means of transport to nearby papakainga to trade food and 

taonga and to maintain whanaungatanga.  

The Waiwhakaiho River remains an important river today.  Te Atiawa has a physical, historical and spiritual 

relationship with the Waiwhakaiho River.  All elements of the natural environment possess a life force, or mauri.  

This is a critical element of the spiritual relationship of Te Atiawa to the Waiwhakaiho River which has a spiritual 

force and personality of its own.  

The Waiwhakaiho River has been, and continues to be an integral part of the social, spiritual and physical fabric 

of Te Atiawa and is celebrated in karakia, waiata and pepeha. 

From Herekawe Stream to Onaero River (referred to in clause 5.11.1(rr) of the deed as Te Atiawa Coastal Marine 

Area (as shown on deed plan OTS-043-51) 

This statement describes the Te Atiawa association and values in relation to its coastal marine area.  

The Te Atiawa rohe commences from Te Rau O Te Huia, along the coast westward to the Herekawe, inland to 

Tahuna Tutawa, thence to Whakangeregere, continuing to Taramoukou, thence turning northwards to Te Rau 

O Te Huia.  

The coastal marine area was part of the natural world which encompassed the expanses of Ranginui, the 

immensity of Papatuanuku, and the vastness of Tangaroa.  It was an important part of the tribal rohe and 

included land, outlets, streams, rivers, lagoons, reefs, beaches and sand hills.  Just as hapu exercised mana 

over the whenua, so it exercised mana over the moana.  

The Te Atiawa social, cultural and spiritual relationship with the coastal marine area was very important and is 

one of long-standing which began with the first Te Atiawa tupuna and has continued through the centuries to 

the present day.  Many of the first settlements in the rohe, such as Nga Motu and the Waitara River, were on 

the coast.  The papakainga was the centre of social, cultural, economic and spiritual wellbeing.  Papapakainga 

such as Puke Ariki, Purakau, Rewa Rewa and Mangati were located on the coast close to the valued resources 

of water, mahinga kai and kaimoana.  The resources sustained and nourished the Iwi and were important to 

ensure survival and to maintain the spiritual, cultural and economic prosperity of Te Atiawa.  The spiritual 

relationship was embodied in the ideologies, kawa, karakia and tikanga such as rahui.  Every reef and lagoon 

was named and these names remain and the resources are harvested and customary rights continue to be 

exercised.  Examples of the reefs are Papamoa, Tarawhata, Kawaroa, Arakaitai and Mangati.  The sites also 

include urupa and tauranga waka, such as Autere.  Te Atiawa has and continues to exercise, its kaitiakitanga 

on the coastline from the Herekawe to Te Rau O Te Huia.  

The cultural and spiritual importance of the coastline and marine area continues to be embodied in waiata 

pepeha, traditions and histories and continues to underpin the mana and mauri of the Te Atiawa hapu. These 

ideologies and histories reinforce the connection, tribal identity and continuity between the generations to the 

present.  The statement above illustrates the strong and ongoing Te Atiawa connection and association with 

the coastal marine area from the Herekawe to Te Rau O Te Huia. 

 


