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Purpose of Consents and Regulatory Committee meeting 

This committee attends to all matters in relation to resource consents, compliance 
monitoring and pollution incidents, biosecurity monitoring and enforcement. 

 
Responsibilities 

Consider and make decisions on resource consent applications pursuant to the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

Ensure adequate compliance monitoring of resource use consents and receive decisions on 
enforcement actions in the event of non-compliance, pursuant to the Resource Management 
Act 1991.  

Consider and make decisions on monitoring and enforcement matters associated with plant 
and animal pest management. 

Other matters related to the above responsibilities. 
 
Membership of Consents and Regulatory Committee 

Councillor D L Lean (Chairperson) Councillor C S Williamson (Deputy Chairperson) 
Councillor M J Cloke Councillor M G Davey 
Councillor C L Littlewood Councillor D H McIntyre 
Councillor E D Van Der Leden Councillor D N MacLeod (ex officio) 
Councillor M P Joyce (ex officio)  
  
Representative Members  
Ms E Bailey Mr M Ritai 
Mr K Holswich  

 
Health and Safety Message 

Emergency Procedure 
In the event of an emergency, please exit through the emergency door in the 
committee room by the kitchen. 

If you require assistance to exit please see a staff member. 

Once you reach the bottom of the stairs make your way to the assembly point at the 
birdcage. Staff will guide you to an alternative route if necessary. 
 
Earthquake 

If there is an earthquake - drop, cover and hold where possible. 

Please remain where you are until further instruction is given. 
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Whakataka te hau 

Karakia to open and close meetings 

Whakataka te hau ki te uru 

Whakataka te hau ki tonga 

Kia mākinakina ki uta 

Kia mātaratara ki tai 
Kia hī ake ana te atakura 

He tio, he huka, he hauhu 

Tūturu o whiti whakamaua kia 
tina.  

Tina!  

Hui ē! Tāiki ē! 

Cease the winds from the west 

Cease the winds from the south 

Let the breeze blow over the land 

Let the breeze blow over the ocean 

Let the red-tipped dawn come with a sharpened air 

A touch of frost, a promise of glorious day 

Let there be certainty 

Secure it! 

Draw together! Affirm! 
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Date 20 July 2021 

Subject: Confirmation of Minutes - 8 June 2021 

Approved by: AJ Matthews, Director - Environment Quality 

 S J Ruru, Chief Executive 

Document: 2813232 

Recommendations 

That the Consents and Regulatory Committee of the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) takes as read and confirms the minutes and resolutions of the Consents and Regulatory 
Committee of the Taranaki Regional Council held in the Taranaki Regional Council 
chambers, 47 Cloten Road, Stratford on 8 June 2021 at 9.30am 

b) notes the recommendations therein were adopted by the Taranaki Regional Council on 
29 June 2021. 

Matters arising 

Appendices/Attachments 

Document 2791946: Minutes Consents and Regulatory Committee - 8 June 2021 
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Date 8 June 2021, 9.30am 

Venue: Taranaki Regional Council chambers, 47 Cloten Road, Stratford 

Document: 2791946 

 
Members  Councillors D L Lean  Committee Chairperson  

C S Williamson Committee Deputy Chairperson 
     M J Cloke 
     M G Davey 
     C L Littlewood 
     D H McIntyre  
     E D Van Der Leden  
     M P Joyce  ex officio 
     D N MacLeod  ex officio 
 
Representative Mr  K Holswich   Iwi Representative 
Members  Ms  E Bailey  Iwi Representative 
   Mr  M Ritai  Iwi Representative 
 
Attending  Mr  S J Ruru  Chief Executive 

Mr  M J Nield  Director – Corporate Services 
   Ms  A J Matthews  Director - Environment Quality 
   Mr  A D McLay  Director – Resource Management 
   Mr  C McLellan  Consents Manager 
   Mr  B Pope   Compliance Manager 
   Ms  V McKay  Science Manager – Chemistry 
   Ms  K Holland  Communications Adviser 
   Miss  L Davidson  Committee Administrator 
   Mr  S Tamarapa  Iwi Communications Officer 
   One member of the media and one member of the public. 

 
Opening Karakia The meeting opened with a group karakia. 
 

Apologies There were no apologies. 
 
Notification of Ahititi stock truck effluent site closure. 
Late Items 
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1. Confirmation of Minutes – 27 April 2021 

 

Resolved 

That the Consents and Regulatory Committee of the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) takes as read and confirms the minutes and resolutions of the Consents and 
Regulatory Committee meeting of the Taranaki Regional Council held in the 

Taranaki Regional Council chambers, 47 Cloten Road, Stratford on 27 April 2021 

at 9.30am 

b) notes the recommendations therein were adopted by the Taranaki Regional 

Council on 18 May 2021. 

Williamson/Cloke 
 

Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

2. Resource Consents Issued Under Delegated Authority and Applications in Progress 

2.1 Mr C McLellan, Consents Manager, spoke to the memorandum advising the Council 
of consents granted, consents under application and of consent processing actions 
since the last meeting.  

 

Recommended 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives the schedule of resource consents granted and other consent processing 

actions, made under delegated authority. 

Lean/MacLeod 

 

3. Consent Monitoring Annual Reports 

3.1 Ms V McKay, Science Manager – Chemistry, spoke to the memorandum advising of 

six tailored compliance monitoring reports. 

3.2 Councillor D H McIntyre and Councillor M Davey declared an interest in relation to 

Ravensdown.  

 

Recommended 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives the 20-12 New Plymouth District Council Closed and Contingency 
Landfills Monitoring Programme Annual Report 2019-2020 and notes the specific 

recommendations therein 

b) receives the 20-57 Dow AgroSciences Monitoring Programme Annual Report 
2019-2020 and notes the specific recommendations therein 

c) receives the 20-64 Lower Waiwhakaiho Catchment Monitoring Programme 

Annual Report 2019-2020 and notes the specific recommendations therein 

d) receives the 20-77 Mangati Catchment Joint Monitoring Programme Annual 

Report 2019-2020 and notes the specific recommendations therein 
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e) receives the 20-80 Waitaha Catchment Monitoring Programme Annual Report 

2019-2020 and notes the specific recommendations therein 

f) receives the 20-101 South Taranaki District Council Water Supplies Monitoring 

Programme Annual Report 2019-2020 and notes the specific recommendations 

therein. 

Cloke/Holswich 

 

4. Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement Summary – 26 

March 2021 to 12 May 2021 

4.1 Mr B Pope, Compliance Manager, spoke to the memorandum allowing the Committee 

to consider and receive the summary of the incidents, compliance monitoring non-

compliances and enforcement for the period 26 March 2021 to 12 May 2021. 

4.2 Councillors D N MacLeod and C L Littlewood declared an interest in relation to Port 
Taranaki Limited. 

 

Recommended 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives this memorandum Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances 
and Enforcement Summary - 26 March 2021 to 12 May 2021 

b) receives the summary of the Incidents, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances 

and Enforcement for the period from 26 March 2021 to 12 May 2021, notes the 
action taken by staff acting under delegated authority and adopts the 

recommendations therein. 

Joyce/McIntyre 

 

5. Generally Ceasing Discharges of Farm Dairy Effluent to Water on Consent Renewal 

5.1 Mr A D McLay, Director - Resource Management, spoke to the memorandum 

advising the Committee of the intention to accelerate the removal of treated farm 
dairy effluent discharges from waterways, in most cases. On the upper ring plain 

land discharge may not be possible at all times and some discharge of highly 

treated waste water may be required.  A study on the options for dairy shed and 
waste treatment systems in this high rainfall area is being investigated.  The 

requirement to discharge to land, in most cases, addresses cultural and water 

quality concerns. 
 

Recommended 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives this memorandum 

b) agrees that from December 2022 consent holders applying for a consent renewal 

will be required to immediately start discharging to land once their consent has 
been issued 

c) agrees that those consent holders whose consents are about to expire be informed 

of the change to the transition period. 

Holswich/Bailey 
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6. Farm Dairy Discharge Monitoring Programme Review 

6.1 Mr A D McLay, Director – Resource Management, spoke to the memorandum 

presenting to Members the reviewed Farm Dairy Discharge Monitoring Programme 

(2021).  

6.2 Mr K Holswich raised concerns around endorsing the paper as he felt there was a lack 

of consideration of tangata whenua values and the changes occurring through the 

Government’s Freshwater Management programme. 

6.3 Councillor D MacLeod noted the document should not be endorsed at this time 

considering the broad changes that were nationally occurring and operationally the 

Council didn’t need to make any change in policy at this time. He noted the Council 
need to start looking at different processes and methods to what had traditionally been 

undertaken.  

6.3 The matters raised were acknowledged by staff and it was noted the programme 
report could be amended, to address the above matters, if some additional contextual 

information was added.  Recommendation (b) below was amended.  

6.4 A vote was held on the recommendations that was passed with a close contest. There 
were no challenges to the vote. However, after the meeting had closed it was realised 
there was some doubt about the vote.  The motion still stands but the additions to the 
programme report will be distributed to Members and will include acknowledgement 
that when the Councils freshwater policy has been confirmed, the document will be 
reviewed. 

 

Recommended 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives this memorandum Farm Dairy Discharge Monitoring Programme 

b) endorses the Farm Dairy Discharge Monitoring Programme noting the concerns 

raised by the Committee 

c) notes the programme utilises the latest technology and pragmatic approaches 

d) notes the programme delivers cost effective monitoring 

e) notes the programme, when benchmarked against others, could be considered 

best practice 

f) determines that this decision be recognised as not significant in terms of section 76 

of the Local Government Act 2002 

g) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the Local 

Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this decision; and in 

accordance with section 79 of the Act, determines that it does not require further 

information, further assessment of options or further analysis of costs and 
benefits, or advantages and disadvantages prior to making a decision on this 

matter. 

Lean/Cloke 
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7. Hearing Panels Decision on Remediation (NZ) Ltd Discharge Applications 

7.1 Mr A D McLay, Director - Resource Management, spoke to the memorandum formally 
advising of the decision of the Hearing Panel which heard applications by 

Remediation (NZ) Ltd. 

7.2 It was noted that Remediation (NZ) Ltd can continue to operate until the 
Environmental Court appeal process has been completed and the Court would also 

address the matters raised.  

 

Recommended 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives the report and decision of the Hearing Panel that heard applications by 
Remediation (NZ) Ltd to discharge to land, air and water. 

b) notes that the Hearing Panel have, under delegated authority from this Council, 
declined the resource consents sought 

c) notes that the decision can be appealed within 15 working days and in law 
Remediation (NZ) Ltd can continue to operate under their existing consents until 
any appeals are resolved 

Lean/Williamson 

 

8. Stock Effluent Site 

8.1 Mr M J Cloke raised concerns around the closure of the long standing Ahititi stock 

effluent site. 

8.2 It was clarified that Waka Kotahi New Zealand Transport Agency were able to renew 

their consent within 3-6 months of it expiring, however they failed to do so. So the 

system could not legally discharge to the river.   

8.3 The facility could still be used to carefully store effluent, but the effluent would need 
to be pumped out and transported to a licenced facility for discharge.  

8.4 There are serious safety concerns created by having this facility closed including 

effluent overflowing from trucks on to roads and associated environmental impacts. 

8.5 It was agreed that the Chief Executive write a letter to Waka Kotahi New Zealand 
Transport Agency formally notifying the Council’s concerns about the site closure and   
that they are able to carefully continue to use the facility for effluent storage and 
removal.  

 

9. Public Excluded 

In accordance with section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, resolves that the public is excluded from the following part of the 
proceedings of the Consents and Regulatory Committee meeting on Tuesday 8 June 
2021 for the following reasons: 

Item 10 – Confirmation of Public Excluded Minutes – 27 April 2021 

THAT the public conduct of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure of information where the withholding of the 
information is necessary to protect information where the making available of the information 
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would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or 
who is the subject of the information. 

Lean/Williamson 

 

There being no further business the Committee Chairman, Councillor D L Lean, declared the 
public meeting of the Consents and Regulatory Committee closed at 10.36am. 

 

Confirmed 

 

Consents and Regulatory 

Committee Chairperson:______________________________________________________ 

D L Lean 

20 July 2021 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Confirmation of Minutes

11



 

 

Date: 20 July 2021 

Subject: Resource consents issued under delegated 
authority and applications in progress 

Approved by: A D McLay, Director - Resource Management 

 S J Ruru, Chief Executive 

Document: 2819224 

 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to advise the Council of consents granted, consents 
under application and of consent processing actions since the last meeting. This 
information is summarised in attachments at the end of this report.  

 

Executive summary 

2. Memorandum to advise the Council of recent consenting actions made under regional 
plans and the Resource Management Act 1991, in accordance with Council procedures 
and delegations. 

 

Recommendation 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives the schedule of resource consents granted and other consent processing actions, 
made under delegated authority. 

 

Background 

3. The attachments show resource consent applications, certificates of compliance and 
deemed permitted activities that have been investigated and decisions made by officers 
of the Taranaki Regional Council. They are activities having less than minor adverse 
effects on the environment, or having minor effects where affected parties have agreed 
to the activity. In accordance with sections 87BB, 104 to 108 and 139 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991, and pursuant to delegated authority to make these decisions, the 
Chief Executive or the Director—Resource Management has allowed the consents, 
certificates of compliance and deemed permitted activities. 
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4. The exercise of delegations under the Resource Management Act 1991 is reported for 
Members’ information. Under the delegations manual, consent processing actions are to 
be reported to the Consents and Regulatory Committee. 

5. In addition to the details of the activity consented, the information provided identifies 
the Iwi whose rohe (area of interest) the activity is in. If the activity is in an area of 
overlapping rohe both Iwi are shown. If the activity is within, adjacent to, or directly 
affecting a statutory acknowledgement (area of special interest), arising from a Treaty 
settlement process with the Crown, that is also noted. 

6. Also shown, at the request of Iwi members of the Council, is a summary of the 
engagement with Iwi and Hapū, undertaken by the applicant and the Council during 
the application process.  Other engagement with third parties to the consent process is 
also shown. The summary shows the highest level of involvement that occurred with 
each party. For example, a party may have been consulted by the applicant, provided 
with a copy of the application by the Council, served notice as an affected party, lodged 
a submission and ultimately agreed with the consent conditions. In that case the 
summary would show only ‘agreed with consent conditions’, otherwise reporting 
becomes very complicated. 

7. The attachment titled ‘Consent Processing Information’ includes the figure ‘Consent 
Applications in Progress’ which shows the total number of applications in the consent 
processing system over the last twelve months. The number of applications for the 
renewal of resource consents is also shown. The difference between the two is the 
number of new applications, including applications for a change of consent conditions. 
New applications take priority over renewal applications. Renewal applications are 
generally put on hold, with the agreement of the applicant, and processed when staff 
resources allow. A consent holder can continue to operate under a consent that is subject 
to renewal.  The above approach is pragmatic and ensures there are no regulatory 
impediments to new activities requiring authorisation. 

8. The attachment also includes: 

 Applications in progress table - the number of applications in progress at the end of 
each month (broken down into total applications and the number of renewals in 
progress) for this year and the previous two years 

 Potential hearings table outlining the status of applications where a hearing is 
anticipated and the decision maker(s) (e.g. a hearing panel) has been appointed 

 Consents issued table - the number of consents issued at the end of each month for 
this year and the previous two years 

 Breakdown of consents issued.  This is the number of consents issued broken down 
by purpose – new, renewals, changes or review 

 Types of consents issued, further broken down into notification types – non-
notified, limited notified or public notified 

 Number of times that the public and iwi were involved in an application process for 
the year so far 

 Application processing time extensions compared to the previous years 

 Consent type process shows the notification type including applications submitted 
on and the pre-hearing resolution numbers 

 Applications that have been returned because they are incomplete 
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Decision-making considerations 

9. Part 6 (Planning, decision-making and accountability) of the Local Government Act 2002 
has been considered and documented in the preparation of this agenda item.  The 
recommendations made in this item comply with the decision-making obligations of the 
Act. 

 

Financial considerations—LTP/Annual Plan 

10. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s adopted Long-Term Plan and estimates.  Any financial information included 
in this memorandum has been prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting practice. 

 

Policy considerations 

11. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the policy 
documents and positions adopted by this Council under various legislative frameworks 
including, but not restricted to, the Local Government Act 2002, the Resource Management 
Act 1991 and the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987. 

 

Iwi considerations 

12. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s policy for the development of Māori capacity to contribute to decision-making 
processes (schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002) as outlined in the adopted long-
term plan and/or annual plan.  Similarly, iwi involvement in adopted work 
programmes has been recognised in the preparation of this memorandum. 

 

Legal considerations 

13. This memorandum and the associated recommendations comply with the appropriate 
statutory requirements imposed upon the Council. 

 

Appendices/Attachments 

Document 2819234: List of non-notified consents 

Document 2817216: Schedule of non-notified consents 

Document 2816346: Consents processing charts for Agenda 
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Consent Holder Subtype Industry Primary Industry Secondary Purpose Primary Activity Purpose

R2/0434-3.1 Wai-iti Dairy Farm Limited Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Change

R2/1132-4.0 SJ & JL Fevre Trusts Partnership Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/1392-4.0 Robins Dairy Farming Limited Land/Water - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/1484-4.0 Revell Family Partnership Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/1593-4.0 Robins Dairy Farming Limited Land/Water - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/1842-4.0 Catherine Maude Mullin Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/1939-5.1 Green Acres Trust Land - Industry Transport Trucking Truck Wash Replace

R2/2171-3.0 Gilmore Farms Limited Water - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/2252-3.0 HM Langton Family Trust Land/Water - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/2871-3.0 Mea Farms Limited Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/2983-3.0 Estate of MJ Abbott Water - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/3039-3.0 KS & MF Hepburn Trusts Partnership Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/4349-2.2 Ross David & Suzanne Maree Bolton Land/Water - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Change

R2/6060-2.1 CG Fleming Limited Land - Animal Waste Agricultural Services Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Change

R2/6219-2.0 Tegel Foods Limited Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Poultry Effluent disposal Replace

R2/6220-2.0 Tegel Foods Limited Air - Agricultural Agriculture Farming - Poultry Replace

R2/6614-2.0 Heath Park Trusts Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/7095-2.0 Tegel Foods Limited Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Poultry Effluent disposal Replace

R2/7157-2.0 Bentwood Farms Limited Land - Animal Waste Agriculture Farming - Dairy Effluent disposal Replace

R2/7374-1.5 Malandra Downs Limited Land - Industry Waste Management Farming - Dairy Erosion protection Change

R2/10872-1.0 NZ Surveys 2020 Limited Land/Water Industry Energy Energy Services Seismic survey New

R2/10873-1.0 NZ Surveys 2020 Limited Land/Water Industry Energy Energy Services Seismic survey New

Consent Holder Subtype Industry Primary Industry Secondary Purpose Primary Activity Purpose

R2/6352-2.0 Indywell Farms Structure - Culvert Agriculture Farming - Dairy Access Replace

R2/6789-2.0 Donald Hugh & Linda Christina McIntyre Structure - Culvert Agriculture Farming - Dairy Access Replace

R2/10926-1.0 Reiem Farms Limited Bore Install Agriculture Farming - Dairy Stock water New

Consent Holder Subtype Industry Primary Industry Secondary Purpose Primary Activity Purpose

R2/9900-1.1 Kaipi Holdings Limited Take Groundwater Agriculture Farming - Poultry Stock water Change

R2/10907-1.0 Kenneth Lupton & David Alexander Take Groundwater Agriculture Farming - Drystock New

Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council 

between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021

Discharge Permit

Land Use Consent

Water Permit

#2819234
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

   

  

R2/0434-3.1 Commencement Date: 03 Jun 2021 

Wai-iti Dairy Farm Limited Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2039 

51 Moki Road, RD 48, Urenui 4378 Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 600 Pukearuhe Road, Waiiti Application Purpose: Change 

To discharge effluent from a farm dairy onto and into land 
 
Change of conditions so the land discharge includes storage and to change the herd size 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Mutunga  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

#2817216 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

R2/10872-1.0 Commencement Date: 02 Jun 2021 

NZ Surveys 2020 Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2029 

14 Connett Road West, Bell Block, New 
Plymouth 4312 

Review Dates:  
Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: Kaimiro 3D various locations Application Purpose: New 

To discharge contaminants to land where they may enter groundwater, including residues 
from detonation of explosive charges and degradation of unexploded charges, associated 
with undertaking a seismic survey 

  

Rohe:  

Taranaki (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Department of Conservation Consulted by applicant 

New Plymouth District Council Consulted by applicant 

Ngati Te Whiti Hapu Consulted by applicant 

Pukerangiora Hapu Consulted by applicant 

QEII National Trust Consulted by applicant 

Stratford District Council Consulted by applicant 

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Provided with application 

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Consulted by applicant 

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  Application deficient – Inadequate 
engagement with Iwi/hapu 

  General opposition 

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Consulted by applicant 

Te Runanga O Ngāti Ruanui Trust Consulted by applicant 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/10873-1.0 Commencement Date: 02 Jun 2021 

NZ Surveys 2020 Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2029 

14 Connett Road West, Bell Block, New 
Plymouth 4312 

Review Dates:  
Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: Kaimiro 3D various locations Application Purpose: New 

To discharge contaminants into land where they may enter groundwater from use of 
drilling muds associated with undertaking a seismic survey 

  

Rohe:  

Taranaki (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Department of Conservation Consulted by applicant 

New Plymouth District Council Consulted by applicant 

Ngati Te Whiti Hapu Consulted by applicant 

Pukerangiora Hapu Consulted by applicant 

QEII National Trust Consulted by applicant 

Stratford District Council Consulted by applicant 

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Provided with application 

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Consulted by applicant 

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  Application deficient – Inadequate 
engagement with Iwi/hapu 

  General opposition 

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Consulted by applicant 

Te Runanga O Ngāti Ruanui Trust Consulted by applicant 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/10907-1.0 Commencement Date: 21 Jun 2021 

Kenneth Lupton & David Alexander Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2040 

330 Peat Road, Waverley 4591 Review Dates: June 2022, June 2025, June 
2028, June 2031, June 2034, June 2037 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 330 Peat Road, Waverley Application Purpose: New 

To take and use groundwater from a bore for stock water and general farm use 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kaahui o Rauru  Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/10926-1.0 Commencement Date: 31 May 2021 

Reiem Farms Limited Expiry Date:  

443 Cheal Road, RD 23, Stratford 4393 Review Dates: June 2028, June 2034, June 
2040, June 2046 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: Cheal Road, Pukengahu Application Purpose: New 

To drill and construct a bore 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Ruanui  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Runanga O Ngāti Ruanui Trust Comment on application received 

  Application lacks sufficient detail 

  No specific comment about the effects of the 
activity 

 
 

  

 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Resource Consents Issued Under Delegated Authority and Applications in Progress

19



 

Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/1132-4.0 Commencement Date: 10 Jun 2021 

SJ & JL Fevre Trusts Partnership Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2048 

1016 Auroa Road, RD 28, Hawera 4678 Review Dates: June 2024, June 2030, June 
2036, June 2042 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 1016 Auroa Road, Manaia Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaruahine (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Korowai O Ngaruahine Trust Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/1392-4.0 Commencement Date: 15 Jun 2021 

Robins Dairy Farming Limited Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2045 

DL Robins, 377 Otaraoa Road, RD 43, Waitara 
4383 

Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033, June 
2039 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 377 Otaraoa Road, Tikorangi Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land and, until 1 December 2022 after treatment in an 
oxidation pond system, into an unnamed tributary of the Parahaki Stream if the land 
disposal area is unsuitable for effluent disposal 

  

Rohe:  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  Application lacks sufficient detail 

  General opposition 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/1484-4.0 Commencement Date: 01 Jun 2021 

Revell Family Partnership Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2047 

547 Lower Duthie Road, RD 15, Hawera 4675 Review Dates: June 2023, June 2029, June 
2035, June 2041 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 547 Lower Duthie Rd, Hawera Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaruahine (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Korowai O Ngaruahine Trust Comment on application received 

  Do not oppose, subject to the specific 
conditions they request 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/1593-4.0 Commencement Date: 15 Jun 2021 

Robins Dairy Farming Limited Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2045 

DL Robins, 377 Otaraoa Road, RD 43, Waitara 
4383 

Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033, June 
2039 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: Epiha Road, Waitara Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land and, until 1 December 2022 after treatment in an 
oxidation pond system, into an unnamed tributary of the Waihi Stream if the land disposal 
area is unsuitable for effluent disposal 

  

Rohe:  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  Application deficient - No engagement 

with Iwi/hapu 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/1842-4.0 Commencement Date: 29 Jun 2021 

Catherine Maude Mullin Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2048 

60 Ball Road, RD 2, Patea 4598 Review Dates: June 2024, June 2030, June 
2036, June 2042 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 150 Opua Road, Opunake Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Taranaki (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/1939-5.1 Commencement Date: 05 Jul 2021 

Green Acres Trust Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2039 

34 Dudley Road Lower, RD 6, Inglewood 4386 Review Dates: June 2024, June 2027, June 
2030, June 2033, June 2036 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 34 Dudley Road Lower, Inglewood Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge wastewater from a truck wash facility onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Dulwich Land Co Limited Written approval provided 

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  Application lacks sufficient detail 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/2171-3.0 Commencement Date: 17 Jun 2021 

Gilmore Farms Limited Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2046 

178 Upper Okotuku Road, RD 2, Waverley 
4592 

Review Dates: June 2022, June 2028, June 
2034, June 2040 

Activity Class: Non-complying 

Location: White Road & Moumahaki Road, 
Waitotara 

Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land, and until 1 December 2022 after treatment in an 
oxidation pond system and constructed drain, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Moumahaki Stream 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kaahui o Rauru  Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/2252-3.0 Commencement Date: 10 Jun 2021 

HM Langton Family Trust Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2026 

204 Kirihau Road, RD 4, New Plymouth 4374 Review Dates: June 2022, June 2024 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 204 Kirihau Road, Koru Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land and after treatment in an oxidation pond system 
and wetland into an unnamed tributary of the Oakura River if the land disposal area is 
unsuitable for effluent disposal 

  

Rohe:  

Taranaki (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Provided with application 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/2871-3.0 Commencement Date: 16 Jun 2021 

Mea Farms Limited Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2044 

PO Box, Beverley 6304, AUSTRALIA Review Dates: June 2026, June 2032, June 
2038 

Activity Class: Non-complying 

Location: 461 Hurford Road, Omata Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Taranaki (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/2983-3.0 Commencement Date: 16 Jun 2021 

Estate of MJ Abbott Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2026 

C/- A Abbott, 334 Lower Duthie Road, RD 15, 
Hawera 4675 

Review Dates: June 2022, June 2024 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 1352 Eltham Road, Kaponga Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent after treatment in an oxidation pond system and 
constructed drain, into an unnamed tributary of Dunns Creek 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaruahine (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Korowai O Ngaruahine Trust Comment on application received 

  General opposition 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/3039-3.0 Commencement Date: 09 Jun 2021 

KS & MF Hepburn Trusts Partnership Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2047 

273 Dalziell Road, RD 18, Eltham 4398 Review Dates: June 2023, June 2029, June 
2035, June 2041 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 273 Dalziell Road, Eltham Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaruahine (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

Ngati Ruanui  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Korowai O Ngaruahine Trust Provided with application 

Te Runanga O Ngāti Ruanui Trust Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/4349-2.2 Commencement Date: 03 Jun 2021 

Ross David & Suzanne Maree Bolton Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2026 

202 Kaipi Road, RD 2, New Plymouth 4372 Review Dates: June 2023 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: Kaipi Road, Egmont Village Application Purpose: Change 

To discharge treated farm dairy effluent and treated effluent from a dairy factory training 
facility from an oxidation pond treatment system into the Waiwhakaiho River and/or to 
discharge untreated farm dairy effluent and effluent from a dairy factory training facility 
by holding pond and spray irrigation onto and into land 
 
Change of consent to include discharge from a dairy factory training facility 

  

Rohe:  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  No specific comment about the effects of the 
activity 

  Application lacks sufficient detail 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/6060-2.1 Commencement Date: 05 Jul 2021 

CG Fleming Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2029 

21 King Street, Opunake 4616 Review Dates: June 2023, June 2026 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: Various locations throughout the 
Taranaki region 

Application Purpose: Change 

To discharge stock effluent from dairy treatment ponds, dairy storage ponds, feed pads, 
stock yards and herd homes to land throughout the Taranaki region 
 
Change of consent conditions to remove specific methods of effluent discharge 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi  

Ngaruahine (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

Ngati Maru  

Ngati Mutunga  

Ngati Ruanui  

Ngati Tama  

Taranaki (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kaahui o Rauru  Provided with application 

Te Kahui o Taranaki Trust Provided with application 

Te Korowai O Ngaruahine Trust Provided with application 

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  General opposition 

  Application lacks sufficient detail 

Te Runanga o Ngati Maru (Taranaki) Trust Provided with application 

Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga Provided with application 

Te Runanga O Ngāti Ruanui Trust Provided with application 

Te Runanga O Ngati Tama Provided with application 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/6219-2.0 Commencement Date: 01 Jun 2021 

Tegel Foods Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2039 

Private Bag 2015, New Plymouth 4340 Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 133 Stockman Road, Tikorangi Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge washdown water from the cleaning of poultry rearing sheds onto and into 
land 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Mutunga  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  No specific comment about the effects of the 
activity 

  Application deficient – no engagement with 
Iwi/hapu 

Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga Comment on application received 

  No specific comment about the proposal 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/6220-2.0 Commencement Date: 01 Jun 2021 

Tegel Foods Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2039 

Private Bag 2015, New Plymouth 4340 Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033 

Activity Class: Restricted discretionary 

Location: 133 Stockman Road, Tikorangi Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge emissions into the air from a poultry farming operation and associated 
practices including waste management activities 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Mutunga  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Comment on application received 

  No specific comment about the effects of the 
activity 

  Application deficient – no engagement with 
Iwi/hapu 

Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga Comment on application received 

  No specific comment about the proposal 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/6352-2.0 Commencement Date: 03 Jun 2021 

Indywell Farms Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2039 

A & S Cudmore & S Brooks, 63 Kaka Road, RD 
45, Urenui 4375 

Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 199 Kaka Road, Okoki Application Purpose: Replace 

To use a culvert in the Mangamatou Stream for farm access purposes 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Mutunga  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/6614-2.0 Commencement Date: 14 Jun 2021 

Heath Park Trusts Expiry Date: 01 Dec 2044 

MS & JA Beck, 479 Wortley Road, RD 9, 
Inglewood 4389 

Review Dates: June 2026, June 2032, June 
2038 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 479 Wortley Road, Waiongana Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Provided with application 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/6789-2.0 Commencement Date: 01 Jun 2021 

Donald Hugh & Linda Christina McIntyre Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2039 

137 Ratapiko Road, RD 10, Inglewood 4390 Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 137 Ratapiko Road, Lake Ratapiko Application Purpose: Replace 

To use a culvert in an unnamed tributary of Lake Ratapiko for farm access purposes 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Maru  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Runanga o Ngati Maru (Taranaki) Trust Provided with application 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/7095-2.0 Commencement Date: 28 May 2021 

Tegel Foods Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2039 

Private Bag 2015, New Plymouth 4340 Review Dates: June 2027, June 2033 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 37 Waiau Road, Onaero Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge poultry washdown water and stormwater onto and into land 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Mutunga  

Te Atiawa  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Provided with application 

Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga Provided with application 

Vinegar Hill Partnership Written approval provided 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/7157-2.0 Commencement Date: 28 May 2021 

Bentwood Farms Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2046 

PO Box 21, Waverley 4544 Review Dates: June 2022, June 2028, June 
2034, June 2040 

Activity Class: Controlled 

Location: 1010 South Road, Waverley Application Purpose: Replace 

To discharge farm dairy effluent onto land 

  

Rohe:  

Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi  

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kaahui o Rauru  Provided with application 
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Non-notified authorisations issued by the Taranaki Regional Council  
between 28 May 2021 and 06 Jul 2021 

 

 

   

 

R2/7374-1.5 Commencement Date: 10 Jun 2021 

Malandra Downs Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2028 

63 Livingstone Lane, RD 2, Patea 4598 Review Dates: June 2022, June 2025 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 23 Albany Street, Patea Application Purpose: Change 

To discharge contaminants, and the associated stormwater and leachate, onto and into land 
for land stabilisation purposes 
 
Change of consent conditions to allow activated carbon and diatomaceous earth to be 
discharged on site 

  

Rohe:  

Ngati Ruanui (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Department of Conservation Written approval provided 

Te Runanga O Ngāti Ruanui Trust Comment on application received 

  Application lacks sufficient detail 

 
 

  

 

 

R2/9900-1.1 Commencement Date: 08 Jun 2021 

Kaipi Holdings Limited Expiry Date: 01 Jun 2032 

202 Kaipi Road, RD 2, New Plymouth 4372  Review Dates: June 2024, June 2027, June 
2030 

Activity Class: Discretionary 

Location: 202 Kaipi Road, Egmont Village Application Purpose: Change 

To take and use groundwater for a dairy training facility, general dairy farm use and 
poultry farming operations 
 
Change of consent to include the use of water in a dairy factory training facility 

  

Rohe:  

Te Atiawa (Statutory Acknowledgement) 

  

Engagement or consultation:  

Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa Trust Provided with application 
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Doc# 2816346-v1 

Consent Processing Information 
 
 
1) Applications in progress 
 

 
 
 

 
2) Month Ending 
 

 
 

  
3) Potential Hearings 
 

 Nil 

  

Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R Total R

2020/2021 196 157 187 157 221 182 221 180 263 219 257 216 262 217 300 229 297 259 293 258 271 238 312 271

2019/2020 136 107 126 101 136 103 129 101 130 101 136 103 135 100 152 130 139 119 142 119 165 136 205 160

2018/2019 144 53 124 44 127 43 143 43 142 45 91 58 94 61 98 73 107 70 105 69 105 67 129 92

R = Renewals

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Apr May JunFeb Mar
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4) Consents Processed (running totals) 
 

 
 
 

5) Breakdown of consents processed 
 

 
 

 

6) Types of consents issued - year to date comparison 
 

 
 

7) Involvement with third parties for applications processed year to date 
 

 
  

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May June

2020-2021 20 38 53 75 94 116 131 154 178 209 247 269

2019-2020 26 51 72 102 148 162 188 218 239 245 248 263

2018-2019 32 55 66 84 109 186 195 211 225 242 265 286

New Renewal Change Review Totals

2020-2021 Total 71 148 39 11 269

2019-2020 Total 81 138 44 0 263

2018-2019 Total 148 93 45 0 286
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% % %

July 2018 to June 2019 0 57 0 0 0 19.9% 57 6 2 0 0 1 3.1% 9 103 32 41 10 34 76.9% 220 286

July 2019 to June 2020 0 1 0 0 0 0.4% 1 1 4 0 0 2 2.7% 7 147 30 28 8 42 97.0% 255 263

0 0 0 0 2 0.7% 2 0 1 0 0 0 0.4% 1 146 20 44 6 50 98.9% 266 269July 2020 to 30 June 2021

Total 

publically 

notified

Total Limited 

Notified

Total Non-

notified

Publically Notified Limited Non Notified

Consultation/  

Involved (number of 

parties)

Number of Affected 

Party Approvals 

(written) Totals

District Councils 17 4 21

DOC 9 4 13

Environmental/Recreational Groups 6 0 6

Fish & Game 3 0 3

Individuals/Neighbours/Landowners 19 14 33

Network Utilities 0 0 0

Non Govt Organisations 29 2 31

Other Govt Departments 3 0 3

Iwi/hapu 418 6 424

Totals - July 2020 - June 2021 504 30 534
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8) Application processing time extensions used 2019-2020 versus 2020-2021 
 

 

 
 

 
9) Consent type process 
 

 
 

  

Last 10 year 

average 2011 - 

2020

July 2019 

to June 

2020

July 2020 

to June 

2021

Total consents granted 371 263 269

Publically Notified 9 1 2

Limited-notified 12 7 1

Non-notified 352 255 266

Applications submitted on (in 

opposition and to be heard)
14 5 3

8 5 1

82% 100% 33%

Hearings (no. of applications) 1 (6) 0 (0) 2 (2)

Appeals (no. of applications) 1 (6) 0 (0) 2 (2)

Total current consents 4708 4622 4503

Application Pre-hearing resolution (%)
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10) Applications returned incomplete under Section 88 

 

For the 2020-2021 year, 16 applications have been returned incomplete under S88 of 
the RMA for insufficient information. Seven of those applications have since been 
resubmitted by the applicant. 
 
 

11) Deemed Permitted Activities issued 
 

Date 
Issued 

DPA No Holder Activity  Plan Rule 

1/06/2021 6909-2.0 Alpine Farms Limited To erect, place and maintain two bridges, 
one over the Ngatoro Stream and the 
other over the Ngatoroiti Stream, both 
tributaries of the Manganui River in the 
Waitara catchment for farm access 
purposes... DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 10930-1.0 Francis & Christine Proffit To maintain a dam in an unnamed 
tributary - DPA 

RFWP 18 

1/06/2021 10930-1.0 Francis & Christine Proffit To maintain a dam in an unnamed 
tributary - DPA 

RFWP 59 

1/06/2021 6039-2.0 Clifton Rowing Club Incorporated To erect, place, use and maintain a 
concrete stepped ramp structure on the 
true right bank and bed of the Waitara 
River for access purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6075-2.0 Fabish Brothers To erect, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Mangamawhete Stream a 
tributary of the Manganui River in the 
Waitara catchment for farm access 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6022-2.0 Gralyn Family Trust Partnership To erect, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Maketawa Stream a tributary of 
the Ngatoro Stream a tributary of the 
Manganui River in the Waitara catchment 
for farm access purposes..>DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6053-2.0 Keith Herbert To erect, place and maintain a bridge 
and a culvert in the Ngatoronui Stream a 
tributary of the Ngatoro Stream a 
tributary of the Manganui River in the 
Waitara catchment for farm access 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 3960-3.0 Methanex Motunui Limited To construct and maintain a rock groyne 
in the Waitara River to control against 
further river bed degradation...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 4009-3.0 New Plymouth District Council To construct, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Urenui River...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 4010-3.0 New Plymouth District Council To construct, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Mohakatino River...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 5966-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain bank 
protection measures on the true right 
bank of the Uruti Stream in the Mimi 
catchment for Uruti Road protection 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6415-2.0 Todd Petroleum Mining Company 
Limited 

To erect, place and maintain a 
stormwater outlet structure in the bed of 
the Mangaone Stream in the Waitara 
catchment...DPA 

RFWP 52 
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1/06/2021 6571-2.0 Tony G & Vicky M Rawlinson To erect, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Waitepuke Stream a tributary of 
the Manganui River in the Waitara 
catchment for farm access 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 3922-3.0 Transit New Zealand To divert the Uruti Stream in the Mimi 
catchment and construct rock rip rap 
across the streambed to protect the State 
Highway bridge over the Uruti 
Stream...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 4233-3.0 Transit New Zealand To place rip rap on two bends of the Mimi 
River adjacent to State Highway 3 
approximately 3 kilometres north of Uruti 
to prevent undermining of highway 
embankment and to stabilise the stream 
bank...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6151-2.0 Westech Energy New Zealand To disturb the beds of the 
Mangamawhete Stream, the 
Mangatengehu Stream and two unnamed 
tributaries of the Mangatengehu Stream 
in the Waitara catchment for pipeline 
installation purposes 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6371-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain boulder rock 
rip rap on the true left bank of the 
Tongaporutu River for bridge abutment 
protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6510-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock rip rap 
in the Maketawa Stream a tributary of the 
Manganui River in the Waitara catchment 
for bridge pier protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6512-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock rip rap 
in the Mangapoua Stream in the Onaero 
catchment for bridge abutment protection 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6984-2.0 Seed & Long To erect, place and maintain a timber 
wall on the left bank of the Onaero River 
for erosion control purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6482-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To remove the existing bridge and to 
erect, place and maintain a bridge over 
the Mangahia Stream in the Mimi 
catchment for roading purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6607-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To construct replace, repair and maintain 
the Bertrand Road suspension bridge 
over the Waitara River for access 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6821-2.0 Ngatahi Trust To erect, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Ngatoronui Stream in the 
Waitara catchment for farm access 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6289-2.0 R & J Vanner Limited To erect, place and maintain a bridge 
over the Ngatoronui Stream a tributary of 
the Ngatoro Stream a tributary of the 
Manganui River in the Waitara catchment 
for farm access purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 7097-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain access 
steps and boulder rip-rap, on the left 
bank of the Waitara River, immediately 
downstream of the Bertrand Road 
Bridge...DPA 

RFWP 52 
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1/06/2021 6514-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock rip rap 
on the right bank of the Waikiri Stream in 
the Mohakatino catchment for bridge 
abutment protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 6897-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock riprap 
protection in the Urenui River for erosion 
protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 7066-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock riprap 
protection in the Tongaporutu River for 
erosion protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 7085-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain Gabion 
baskets and Reno mattress protection in 
the Tongaporutu River for erosion 
protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 7086-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock rip rap 
in the Hutiwai Stream in the Tongaporutu 
catchment for erosion protection 
purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 

1/06/2021 7087-2.0 New Plymouth District Council To erect, place and maintain rock rip rap 
in the Tongaporutu River for bridge 
abutment protection purposes...DPA 

RFWP 52 
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Date 20 July 2021                            

Subject: Consent Monitoring Annual Reports  

Approved by: AJ Matthews, Director - Environment Quality 

 S J Ruru, Chief Executive 

Document: 2815469 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to advise the Council of one tailored compliance 
monitoring report that has been prepared since the last meeting. 

Executive summary 

2. The Council considers the regular reporting of comprehensive and well-considered 
compliance monitoring is vital to undergird: 

 Community standing and reputation enhancement for companies that consistently 
attain good or high levels of environmental performance. Informed feedback is 
appropriate and valuable, and assists a proactive alignment of industry’s interests 
with community and Resource Management Act 1991 expectations. Reporting 
describes the effective value of investment in environmental systems 

 A respectful and responsible regard for the Taranaki region’s environment and our 
management of its natural resources. Reporting allows evaluation and 
demonstration of the overall rate of compliance by sector and by consent holders as 
a whole, and of trends in the improvement of our environment 

 The Council’s accountability and transparency. Reporting gives validity to 
investment in monitoring and to assessments of effective intervention 

3. These Council reports have been submitted to the consent holder for comment and 
confirmation of accuracy prior to publication. All reports provide environmental 
performance and administrative compliance ratings for each consent holder in relation 
to their activities over the period being reported, and provide recommendations for the 
following monitoring year. 

4. There is one tailored compliance monitoring report. Within the report one poor was 
assigned (Table 2).  

5. For reference, in the 2019-2020 year, consent holders were found to achieve a high level 
of environmental performance and compliance for 81% of the consents monitored 
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through the Taranaki tailored monitoring programmes, while for another 17% of the 
consents, a good level of environmental performance and compliance was achieved. 

6. In 2018 the Ministry for the Environment published Best Practice Guidelines for 
Compliance, Monitoring and Enforcement under the Resource Management Act 1991. 
These guidelines include the following recommendation: “It is good practice for councils 
to provide regular (e.g. annual) reports to the public on Compliance Monitoring and 
Enforcement (CME) activities. Council public reporting on CME gives assurance to the 
public that rules/policies are being enforced, and educates the public on how the council 
responds to non-compliance.” (MfE, 2018). The Council has been providing annual 
compliance reports to consent holders and the public for over three decades. 

7. Recommendations pertaining to each site or programme are set out in the relevant 
report. Recommendations pertain generally to the continuation of existing monitoring 
programmes in the case of acceptable environmental performance, or alternatively 
amendments as appropriate.  Where there is an option for a review of conditions on a 
consent, officers make a further recommendation as to whether a review is justified. The 
attention of Committee members is directed to the Executive Summary at the front of 
each report. 

8. In the past, memoranda presenting the compliance annual reports have also included a 
section outlining the stakeholder and iwi engagement within the consenting assessment 
process for the existing consents covered by the reports. With the completion of a full 
annual reporting cycle, this material on existing consents will no longer be included, as 
the Committee have now been fully appraised of this historical information and its 
inclusion would simply be repetitive. Information on iwi and stakeholder engagement in 
new consents will be presented separately to the Committee, within the agenda report 
on consenting activity. 

Table 1 Historical environmental and compliance performance ratings 

Year High Good 

2012-2013 59% 35% 

2013-2014 60% 29% 

2014-2015 75% 22% 

2015-2016 71% 24% 

2016-2017 74% 21% 

2017-2018 76% 20% 

2018-2019 83% 13% 

2019-2020 81% 17% 

2020-2021 86% 11% 
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Table 2 List of annual reports with overall environmental performance rating 

Report Name 
Overall 

environmental 
performance 

20-84 Remediation New Zealand Ltd Monitoring Programme Annual Report 2019-2020  Poor 

Recommendations 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives the 20-84 Remediation New Zealand Ltd Monitoring Programme Annual 
Report 2019-2020 and notes the specific recommendations therein.  

20-84 Remediation New Zealand Ltd Monitoring Programme Annual Report 
2019-2020  

9. Remediation New Zealand Ltd (the Company) operates two worm farms which produce 
vermicast at two locations. One is located in Brixton, in the Waitara catchment, while the 
other is located on the Mokau Road, Uruti, Taranaki, in the Mimitangiatua catchment. 
The Uruti facility also undertakes remediation through composting and quarrying 
operations, as well as their vermiculture operation.  

10. This report for the period July 2019 to June 2020 describes the monitoring programme 
implemented by the Taranaki Regional Council (the Council) to assess the Company’s 
environmental and consent compliance performance during the period under review. 
The report also details the results of the monitoring undertaken and assesses the 
environmental effects of the Company’s activities. 

11. The Company holds eight resource consents, which include a total of 114 conditions 
setting out the requirements that the Company must satisfy. The Company holds one 
consent to allow for discharges to air, two consents to allow discharge to land and water, 
four land use consents and one consent for discharge to water.  

12. During the monitoring period, the Company demonstrated an overall poor level of 
environmental performance. 

13. The rationale for this overall grading was related to the Company receiving three 
infringement notices in this monitoring period.  

14. The Council’s monitoring programme for the year under review included 16 inspections, 
120 water samples and nine soil samples collected for physicochemical analysis and one 
biomonitoring survey of receiving waters. 

15. Monitoring of surface water quality shows that most analytes comply with criteria set 
out within the relevant consent conditions.  

16. No total petroleum hydrocarbons were detected in any of the surface water monitoring 
rounds. However, elevated bacteria levels, measured as Escherichia coli (E. coli), were 
recorded on two occasions during summer low flows.  

17. Monitoring of surface waters also indicated an increasing trend in chloride and 
ammonia down-catchment of the Haehanga Stream. A comparison of surface water 
monitoring site HHG000150 to the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management (NPS-FM August 2020) for ammonia was undertaken. The resultant 
analysis for ammonia recorded an annual median above the national bottom line(>0.24 
g/m3) for ammonia toxicity, as defined by the NPS-FM. Noting in the data set this year, 
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the annual maximum of 0.40 g/m3 at HHG000150 was exceeded on three occasions of 
seven.  

18. Estimated nitrogen and chloride loadings were significantly elevated across the long-
term irrigation areas. During this monitoring period two new irrigation areas were 
constructed and one existing area was extended. The two new areas were not utilised for 
fluid applications this monitoring period. The total irrigation area now measures 13.18 
ha.  

19. Groundwater monitoring indicated elevated chloride in one monitoring well, GND2190, 
and a reduction in contaminants in another well, GND3009. Nitrate/nitrite nitrogen 
(NNN) concentration was elevated in GND3008 during the final monitoring round.  

20. Soil analysis indicated the long-term irrigation areas held elevated chloride, barium and 
soluble salts, as a result of long term irrigation in these locations. The baseline soil 
samples of the new irrigation area L4 are indicative of true baseline conditions, pre-
irrigation or compost addition, which should serve as a marker against all other 
irrigation areas in future.  

21. In terms of odour, two incidents recorded objectionable odour beyond the site 
boundary, which resulted in two infringement notices being issued.  

22. A review of the Company’s incoming goods list identified that materials had been 
accepted which had no prior authorisation under the consent. The Company was issued 
an infringement notice for this undertaking.  

23. The macroinvertebrate survey results show that the macroinvertebrate community is 
consistent across sites within the main-stem stream, but are slightly lower than what is 
expected for lowland, hill country streams. There are many biotic and abiotic factors, 
including various consented activities of the Company that can affect macroinvertebrate 
community health in this stream.  

24. It is recommended that the Company undertake actions to improve the habitat quality of 
the stream to match that of the upstream site T2 and T3. This could involve better 
maintenance of the riparian margin, through stock exclusion from all parts of the 
Haehanga Stream within the property, and additional riparian planting. These actions 
will help reduce the temperature of the stream to a reasonable level of seasonal variation 
to better support aquatic ecosystems. This may also help to reduce the amount of 
sedimentation that occurs at the lower sites and potentially reduce proliferation of 
periphyton.  

25. Areas up-catchment are considerably stressed, as evidenced by a lack of any fencing 
around the water course and stock access. The fish survey has been postponed for a 
period of three years to enable the Company to improve the habitat and riparian 
margins across the site as well as up-catchment.  

26. There were three unauthorised incidents recording non-compliance in respect of this 
consent holder during the period under review. 

27. During the year, the Company’s Uruti facility demonstrated a poor level of 
environmental and administrative performance with the resource consents.  

28. During the year, the Company’s Waitara Road facility demonstrated a high level of 
environmental and administrative performance with its resource consent.  

29. For reference, in the 2019-2020 year, consent holders were found to achieve a high level 
of environmental performance and compliance for 81% of the consents monitored 
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through the Taranaki tailored monitoring programmes, while for another 17% of the 
consents, a good level of environmental performance and compliance was achieved. 

30. In terms of overall environmental and compliance performance by the consent holder 
over the last several years, this report shows that the consent holder’s performance at the 
Uruti facility remains at a level that requires improvement. 

31. This report includes recommendations for the 2020-2021 year. 

32. Recommendations 

32.1. THAT in the first instance, monitoring of consented activities at Uruti site in the 
2020-2021 year continue at the same level as in 2019-2020, with the inclusion of 
the following: 

32.1.1. THAT in the first instance, monitoring of consented activities at Uruti site in 
the 2020-2021 year continue at the same level as in 2019-2020, with the 
inclusion of the following: 

32.1.2. THAT the implementation of a telemetered in-situ water quality probe be 
installed, at the consent holder’s expense, as soon as practicable.  

32.1.3. Increased focus on ammonia and dissolved reactive phosphorous monitoring 
within the surface waters.  

32.1.4. Consideration of increasing the frequency of surface water monitoring to 
monthly.   

32.1.5. Bacteriological monitoring (E. coli) of the Haehanga Stream and the above and 
below the confluence with the Mimtangitua River.  

32.1.6. Consideration of targeted odour surveys in order to access for objectionable 
odour.  

32.1.7. It is proposed that for 2020-2021 monitoring period that the monitoring of the 
consented activities at the blending facility located on the Waitara Road, 
Brixton, continue at the same level as that undertaken in the 2019-2020 
monitoring period. 

32.1.8. THAT should there be issues with environmental or administrative 
performance in 2020-2021, monitoring may be adjusted to reflect any 
additional investigation or intervention as found necessary. 

Financial considerations—LTP/Annual Plan 

33. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s adopted Long-Term Plan and estimates. Any financial information included in 
this memorandum has been prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
practice. 

Policy considerations 

34. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the policy 
documents and positions adopted by this Council under various legislative frameworks 
including, but not restricted to, the Local Government Act 2002, the Resource Management 
Act 1991 and the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987. 
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Iwi considerations 

35. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s policy for the development of Māori capacity to contribute to decision-making 
processes (schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002) as outlined in the adopted long-
term plan and/or annual plan.  Similarly, iwi involvement in adopted work 
programmes has been recognised in the preparation of this memorandum. 

Community considerations 

36. This memorandum and the associated recommendations have considered the views of 
the community, interested and affected parties and those views have been recognised in 
the preparation of this memorandum. 

Legal considerations 

37. This memorandum and the associated recommendations comply with the appropriate 
statutory requirements imposed upon the Council. 

Appendices/Attachments 

Report Name 
PDF 

Number 
Reporting 

period 

20-84 Remediation New Zealand Ltd Monitoring Programme Annual Report 2019-2020 2618686 2019-2020 
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Executive summary 
Remediation New Zealand Ltd (the Company) operates two worm farms which produce vermicast at two 
locations. One is located in Brixton, in the Waitara catchment, while the other is located on the Mokau Road, 
Uruti, Taranaki, in the Mimitangiatua catchment. The Uruti facility also undertakes remediation through 
composting and quarrying operations, as well as their vermiculture operation.  

This report for the period July 2019 to June 2020 describes the monitoring programme implemented by the 
Taranaki Regional Council (the Council) to assess the Company’s environmental and consent compliance 
performance during the period under review. The report also details the results of the monitoring 
undertaken and assesses the environmental effects of the Company’s activities. 

The Company holds eight resource consents, which include a total of 114 conditions setting out the 
requirements that the Company must satisfy. The Company holds one consent to allow for discharges to air, 
two consents to allow discharge to land and water, four land use consents and one consent for discharge to 
water.  

During the monitoring period, the Company demonstrated an overall poor level of environmental 
performance. 

The rationale for this overall grading was related to the Company receiving three infringement notices in 
this monitoring period.  

The Council’s monitoring programme for the year under review included 16 inspections, 120 water samples 
and nine soil samples collected for physicochemical analysis and one biomonitoring survey of receiving 
waters. 

Monitoring of surface water quality shows that most analytes comply with criteria set out within the relevant 
consent conditions.  

No total petroleum hydrocarbons were detected in any of the surface water monitoring rounds. However, 
elevated bacteria levels, measured as Escherichia coli (E. coli), were recorded on two occasions during 
summer low flows.  

Monitoring of surface waters also indicated an increasing trend in chloride and ammonia down-catchment 
of the Haehanga Stream. A comparison of surface water monitoring site HHG000150 to the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM August 2020) for ammonia was undertaken. The resultant 
analysis for ammonia recorded an annual median above the national bottom line(>0.24 g/m3) for ammonia 
toxicity, as defined by the NPS-FM. Noting in the data set this year, the annual maximum of 0.40 g/m3 at 
HHG000150 was exceeded on three occasions of seven.  

Estimated nitrogen and chloride loadings were significantly elevated across the long-term irrigation areas. 
During this monitoring period two new irrigation areas were constructed and one existing area was 
extended. The two new areas were not utilised for fluid applications this monitoring period. The total 
irrigation area now measures 13.18 ha.  

Groundwater monitoring indicated elevated chloride in one monitoring well, GND2190, and a reduction in 
contaminants in another well, GND3009. Nitrate/nitrite nitrogen (NNN) concentration was elevated in 
GND3008 during the final monitoring round.  

Soil analysis indicated the long-term irrigation areas held elevated chloride, barium and soluble salts, as a 
result of long term irrigation in these locations. The baseline soil samples of the new irrigation area L4 are 
indicative of true baseline conditions, pre-irrigation or compost addition, which should serve as a marker 
against all other irrigation areas in future.  

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Consent Monitoring Annual Reports

49



 

 
 

In terms of odour, two incidents recorded objectionable odour beyond the site boundary, which resulted in 
two infringement notices being issued.  

A review of the Company’s incoming goods list identified that materials had been accepted which had no 
prior authorisation under the consent. The Company was issued an infringement notice for this undertaking.  

The macroinvertebrate survey results show that the macroinvertebrate community is consistent across sites 
within the main-stem stream, but are slightly lower than what is expected for lowland, hill country streams. 
There are many biotic and abiotic factors, including various consented activities of the Company that can 
affect macroinvertebrate community health in this stream.  

It is recommended that the Company undertake actions to improve the habitat quality of the stream to 
match that of the upstream site T2 and T3. This could involve better maintenance of the riparian margin, 
through stock exclusion from all parts of the Haehanga Stream within the property, and additional riparian 
planting. These actions will help reduce the temperature of the stream to a reasonable level of seasonal 
variation to better support aquatic ecosystems. This may also help to reduce the amount of sedimentation 
that occurs at the lower sites and potentially reduce proliferation of periphyton.  

Areas up-catchment are considerably stressed, as evidenced by a lack of any fencing around the water 
course and stock access. The fish survey has been postponed for a period of three years to enable the 
Company to improve the habitat and riparian margins across the site as well as up-catchment.  

There were three unauthorised incidents recording non-compliance in respect of this consent holder during 
the period under review. 

During the year, the Company’s Uruti facility demonstrated a poor level of environmental and administrative 
performance with the resource consents.  

During the year, the Company’s Waitara Road facility demonstrated a high level of environmental and 
administrative performance with its resource consent.  

For reference, in the 2019-2020 year, consent holders were found to achieve a high level of environmental 
performance and compliance for 81% of the consents monitored through the Taranaki tailored monitoring 
programmes, while for another 17% of the consents, a good level of environmental performance and 
compliance was achieved. 

In terms of overall environmental and compliance performance by the consent holder over the last several 
years, this report shows that the consent holder’s performance at the Uruti facility remains at a level that 
requires improvement. 

This report includes recommendations for the 2020-2021 year. 
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1 Introduction 
1.1 Compliance monitoring programme reports and the Resource 

Management Act 1991 

1.1.1 Introduction 
This report is for the period July 2019 to June 2020 by the Taranaki Regional Council (the Council) on the 
monitoring programme associated with resource consents held by Remediation NZ Ltd (the Company). The 
Company operates a worm farm situated on the Waitara Road in the Waitara catchment. The Company also 
operate a composting, quarrying and vermiculture facility on the Mokau Road, Uruti, in the Mimitangiatua 
catchment.  

The report includes the results and findings of the monitoring programme implemented by the Council in 
respect of the consents held by the Company that relate to discharges to land and water within the 
Mimitangiatua and Waitara catchments, and the air discharge permit held by the Company to cover 
emissions to air from the site at Uruti. 

An intent of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) is that environmental management should be 
integrated across all domains, so that a consent holder’s use of water, air, and land should be considered 
from a single comprehensive environmental perspective. Accordingly, the Council generally implements 
integrated environmental monitoring programmes and reports the results of these programmes jointly. This 
report discusses the environmental effects of the Company’s use of water, land and air, and is the 19th 
combined annual report published by the Council in relation to the Company’s activities. 

1.1.2 Structure of this report 
Section 1 of this report is a background section. It sets out general information about: 

• consent compliance monitoring under the RMA and the Council’s obligations; 
• the Council’s approach to monitoring sites though annual programmes;  
• the resource consents held by the Company in the Waitara and Mimitangiatua catchments; 
• the nature of the monitoring programme in place for the period under review; and  
• a description of the activities and operations conducted in the Company’s site/catchment. 

Section 2 presents the results of monitoring during the period under review, including scientific and 
technical data. 

Section 3 discusses the results, their interpretations, and their significance for the environment. 

Section 4 presents recommendations to be implemented in the 2020-2021 monitoring year. 

A glossary of common abbreviations and scientific terms, and a bibliography, are presented at the end of 
the report. 

1.1.3 The Resource Management Act 1991 and monitoring 
The RMA primarily addresses environmental ‘effects’ which are defined as positive or adverse, temporary or 
permanent, past, present or future, or cumulative. Effects may arise in relation to: 

a. the neighbourhood or the wider community around an activity, and may include cultural and social-
economic effects; 

b. physical effects on the locality, including landscape, amenity and visual effects; 
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c. ecosystems, including effects on plants, animals, or habitats, whether aquatic or terrestrial; 
d. natural and physical resources having special significance (for example recreational, cultural, or 

aesthetic); and 
e. risks to the neighbourhood or environment. 

In drafting and reviewing conditions on discharge permits, and in implementing monitoring programmes, 
the Council recognises the comprehensive meaning of ‘effects’ commensurate with each activity. Monitoring 
programmes are not only based on existing permit conditions, but also on the obligations of the RMA to 
assess the effects of the exercise of consents. In accordance with Section 35 of the RMA, the Council 
undertakes compliance monitoring for consents and rules in regional plans, and maintains an overview of 
the performance of resource users and consent holders. Compliance monitoring, including both activity and 
impact monitoring, enables the Council to continually re-evaluate its approach and that of consent holders 
to resource management and, ultimately, through the refinement of methods and considered responsible 
resource utilisation, to move closer to achieving sustainable development of the region’s resources. 

1.1.4 Evaluation of environmental and administrative performance 
Besides discussing the various details of the performance and extent of compliance by the Company, this 
report also assigns them a rating for their environmental and administrative performance during the period 
under review.  

Environmental performance is concerned with actual or likely effects on the receiving environment from the 
activities during the monitoring year. Administrative performance is concerned with the Company’s 
approach to demonstrating consent compliance in site operations and management including the timely 
provision of information to Council (such as contingency plans and water take data) in accordance with 
consent conditions. 

Events that were beyond the control of the consent holder and unforeseeable (that is a defence under the 
provisions of the RMA can be established) may be excluded with regard to the performance rating applied. 
For example loss of data due to a flood destroying deployed field equipment. 

The categories used by the Council for this monitoring period, and their interpretation, are as follows: 

Environmental Performance 

High:  No or inconsequential (short-term duration, less than minor in severity) breaches of consent or 
regional plan parameters resulting from the activity; no adverse effects of significance noted or likely 
in the receiving environment. The Council did not record any verified unauthorised incidents 
involving environmental impacts and was not obliged to issue any abatement notices or infringement 
notices in relation to such impacts.  

Good: Likely or actual adverse effects of activities on the receiving environment were negligible or minor at 
most. There were some such issues noted during monitoring, from self-reports, or during 
investigations of incidents reported to the Council by a third party but these items were not critical, 
and follow-up inspections showed they have been dealt with. These minor issues were resolved 
positively, co-operatively, and quickly. The Council was not obliged to issue any abatement notices or 
infringement notices in relation to the minor non-compliant effects; however abatement notices may 
have been issued to mitigate an identified potential for an environmental effect to occur. 
For example:  

- High suspended solid values recorded in discharge samples, however the discharge was to land 
or to receiving waters that were in high flow at the time;  

- Strong odour beyond boundary but no residential properties or other recipient nearby. 
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Improvement required: Likely or actual adverse effects of activities on the receiving environment were 
more than minor, but not substantial. There were some issues noted during monitoring, from self-
reports, or during investigations of incidents reported to the Council by a third party. Cumulative 
adverse effects of a persistent minor non-compliant activity could elevate a minor issue to this level. 
Abatement notices and infringement notices may have been issued in respect of effects. 

Poor:  Likely or actual adverse effects of activities on the receiving environment were significant. There were 
some items noted during monitoring, from self-reports, or during investigations of incidents reported 
to the Council by a third party. Cumulative adverse effects of a persistent moderate non-compliant 
activity could elevate an ‘improvement required’ issue to this level. Typically there were grounds for 
either a prosecution or an infringement notice in respect of effects.  

Administrative performance  

High: The administrative requirements of the resource consents were met, or any failure to do this had 
trivial consequences and were addressed promptly and co-operatively. 

Good: Perhaps some administrative requirements of the resource consents were not met at a particular 
time, however this was addressed without repeated interventions from the Council staff. Alternatively 
adequate reason was provided for matters such as the no or late provision of information, 
interpretation of ‘best practical option’ for avoiding potential effects, etc.  

Improvement required: Repeated interventions to meet the administrative requirements of the resource 
consents were made by Council staff. These matters took some time to resolve, or remained 
unresolved at the end of the period under review. The Council may have issued an abatement notice 
to attain compliance.  

Poor: Material failings to meet the administrative requirements of the resource consents. Significant 
intervention by the Council was required. Typically there were grounds for an infringement notice.  

For reference, in the 2019-2020 year, consent holders were found to achieve a high level of environmental 
performance and compliance for 81% of the consents monitored through the Taranaki tailored monitoring 
programmes, while for another 17% of the consents, a good level of environmental performance and 
compliance was achieved. 1 

1.2 Process description 
The Company’s operation consists of a remediation, composting, quarrying and vermiculture operation at 
Mokau Road, Uruti, and vermiculture operations at Waitara Road. The Waitara Road site also has a 
processing facility which blends and refines the finished products. 

The Mokau Road, Uruti composting site was established in late 2001, following removal of composting 
operations from the old Winstone Aggregates quarry site, Manutahi Road, Bell Block (the Company no 
longer operates at this site). The closure of the composting operations was due to the incompatible nature 
of the activity with the surrounding land use (nearby residential houses), which resulted in odour incidents. 
The vermiculture production facilities have been operating at Waitara Road since 1998. 

A range of waste streams are processed and converted, via vermiculture and composting, into a marketable 
biological product that can be used as a fertiliser and or soil conditioner. 

                                                        

1 The Council has used these compliance grading criteria for almost two decades. They align closely with the 4 compliance 
grades in the MfE Best Practice Guidelines for Compliance, Monitoring and Enforcement, 2018 
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The current site at Uruti accepts a range of waste streams which include paunch grass, poultry waste, poultry 
mortalities, greenwaste, sheep skin and drilling waste (though noted by the consent holder is the eventual 
phase out of drilling waste by 31 December 2020). The acceptable material list is provided in appendix I, 
consent 5838-2.2.  

Further materials have been added to the acceptable material list over time and these materials have been 
agreed between the Company and the Council prior to acceptance. In certain cases, trials have taken place, 
to add confidence to the treatment of the proposed composting waste stream.  

 
Figure 1 Regional locations of the RNZ assets of Waitara Road, Brixton and Mokau Road,Uruti 

The composting operation at the Uruti site generates a significant amount of leachate and contaminated 
stormwater from three main processing areas. These are the greenwaste pad (Pad 1), the paunch pad (pad 
2) and drilling waste pad (pad 3).  

Pad 3, holds drilling muds, fluids and cuttings which are mixed with sawdust and/or other organic material 
such as poultry waste. This is then composted in one very large pile which is turned to stimulate the 
composting process in the initial phase.  

Any rainfall runoff and leachate that is generated, drains into a series of ponds for treatment referred to as 
the pond treatment system (PTS). Between each pond is a baffle that skims off any floating hydrocarbons as 
the leachate passes through. These ponds also treat the leachate and stormwater from pad 1 where 
greenwaste and sheep skin is routinely composted. The treated liquid from PTS is then irrigated to cut and 
carry pasture on a number of irrigation areas. The cut pasture is then taken offsite for sale.  

Pad 2, the paunch pad, is where paunch from suppliers is delivered. This is one large pond, where the 
leachate generated from the paunch is pumped up to the top of a seven-tier constructed wetland. This 
wetland is planted out with the bulrush raupō which is intended to function as a nitrogen sink for the 
ammonia-rich paunch leachate. Under dry conditions the water from the bottom pond of the wetland is 
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reticulated back to the top tier of the wetland. Under high flow conditions the wetland discharges the 
treated stormwater/leachate to a tributary of the Haehanga Stream.  

The Company are also developing a pea gravel quarry at the Uruti site. 

1.3 Resource consents 
The Company holds eight resource consents, the details of which are summarised in the table below. 
Summaries of the conditions attached to each permit are set out in Section 3.2 of this report. 

A summary of the various consent types issued by the Council is included in Appendix I, as are copies of all 
permits held by the Company during the period under review. 

Table 1 Resource consents held by the Company  

Consent 
number Purpose Granted Review Expires 

Air discharge permit 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and 
dust, from composting operations May 2010 June 2017  

June 2018 
S.124  

Protection  

Discharges of waste to land and water  

5838-2.2 

To discharge: 
a) waste material to land for composting; and 
b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting 
operations onto and into land in circumstances where 
contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga 
Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed 
tributary of the Haehanga Stream  

August 
2015  June 2017 

June 2018  
S.124 

Protection  

5892-2 
To discharge stormwater from worm farming 
operations onto and into land and into an unnamed 
tributary of the Waiongana Stream  

September 
2006 June 2014 

June 2020 
S.124  

Protection  

Land use permits 

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for 
vehicle access purposes  

September 
2015  June 2021  June 2033 

6211-1 
To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the 
Mimitangiatua catchment for land improvement 
purposes  

September 
2003  June 2015 June 2021 

6212-1 

To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and 
associated structure (s) in the bed of the Haehanga 
Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access 
purposes  

September 
2003 June 2015 June 2021 

10547-1 
To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary 
of the Haehanga Stream, including the associated 
disturbance of the stream bed  

March 2018 June 2021 June 2033 

Discharge to water  

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, 
into an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream  March 2015 June 2021 June 2027  
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1.3.1 Introduction 
Section 35 of the RMA sets obligations upon the Council to gather information, monitor and conduct 
research on the exercise of resource consents within the Taranaki region. The Council is also required to 
assess the effects arising from the exercising of these consents and report upon them. 

The Council may therefore make and record measurements of physical and chemical parameters, take 
samples for analysis, carry out surveys and inspections, conduct investigations and seek information from 
consent holders. 

The monitoring programme for the Company sites consisted of four primary components. 

1.3.2 Programme liaison and management 
There is generally a significant investment of time and resources by the Council in: 

• ongoing liaison with resource consent holders over consent conditions and their interpretation and 
application; 

• discussion over monitoring requirements; 
• preparation for any consent reviews, renewals or new consent applications;  
• advice on the Council's environmental management strategies and content of regional plans; and 
• consultation on associated matters. 

1.3.3 Site inspections 
The Company facility at Uruti was inspected on 14 occasions during the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020, 
and the Company facility on Waitara Road was inspected on two occasions. Additional inspections were also 
undertaken in respect to incidents or non-compliances. The main points of interest were plant processes 
with potential or actual discharges to receiving watercourses, including contaminated stormwater and 
process wastewater.  

Air inspections focused on plant processes with associated actual and potential emission sources and 
characteristics, including potential odour, dust, noxious or offensive emissions. Sources of data being 
collected by the Company were identified and accessed, so that performance in respect of operation, 
internal monitoring, and supervision could be reviewed by the Council. The neighbourhood was surveyed 
for environmental effects. 

1.3.4 Chemical sampling 
The Council undertook compliance sampling across the Company operations, primarily related to the Uruti 
facility in the 2019-2020 monitoring period. As the Company holds resource consents specifically related to 
discharges to land and water, the Council monitors the surface water, groundwater and soil at the Uruti site. 
There is also facility to undertake surface water sampling at their Waitara Road facility.  

The analytes specifically related to the mediums of surface, groundwater and soil are provided in the 
following Table 2.  

Surface water analysis  

Surface water samples were collected from 15 specific monitoring locations on the unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream and the main stem (Figure 2 and 3) which bisects the Uruti site. The samples collected 
from these 15 locations were tested for a range of analytes which are detailed in Table 2. The Council 
assessed these 15 surface water locations five times during the monitoring period, two mini surveys were 
also conducted to target summer low flows. Spot field parameters were also collected for field screening 
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purposes. These were collected via Yellow Springs Instrument (YSi) multi-parameter probe and assessed for 
the following: pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, temperature and oxidation and reduction potential.  

Groundwater analysis  

The Uruti site contains an active groundwater monitoring network, an obligation of resource consent 5838-
2.2. The monitoring well network is comprised of seven wells (Figure 4). The network was monitored 
quarterly this period and was assessed for the analytes provided in Table 2.  

Prior to sample collection, Council field staff undertook a well stabilisation procedure. This requires that field 
parameters (which are assessed through the use of a YSi multiple parameter probe) have stabilised within 
8% over a five minute period, or within three well volumes, prior to the sample being collected.  

Table 2 Monitoring analytes by medium 

Surface Water Analytes 

Calcium 
Chloride 
pH 
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) 
Benzene 
Toluene 
Ethylene 
Xylene 
Temperature 
Suspended Solids 

Conductivity 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) C7-C36 
C7-C9 
C10-C14 
C15-C36 
Potassium 
Magnesium 
Un-ionised ammonia 
Ammoniacal Nitrogen 
Nitrite-Nitrate Nitrogen 

Discharge Analytes (Irrigation pond and WTS discharge)  

Un-ionised Ammonia  
pH 
Conductivity  
Total suspended solids 
Temperature 
Ammoniacal nitrogen  
Nitrite-Nitrate Nitrogen  
Total Calcium 
Total Magnesium 
Total Potassium  
Sodium Absorption Ratio 
Total Sodium  
Chloride  
Total Nitrogen  
Dissolved Arsenic  
Dissolved Barium 
Dissolved Cadmium  

Dissolved Chromium  
Dissolved Copper 
Dissolved Lead  
Acid Soluble Lead 
Dissolved Mercury  
Dissolved Nickel  
Dissolved Zinc  
Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) 
Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand  
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) C7-C36  
Benzene 
Toluene 
Ethylene 
Xylene (BTEX) 
Acid soluble barium  
Total Barium  
 

Groundwater Analytes 

Benzene 
Toluene 
Ethylene 
Xylene 

Un-ionised ammonia 
Ammoniacal Nitrogen 
Nitrite-Nitrate Nitrogen 
Total Dissolved Salts 
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Chloride 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon (TPH) 
Total Calcium  
Total Magnesium  
Total Sodium  

Temperature
Level 
Dissolved Barium  
Acid Soluble barium  
 

Soil Analytes 

Calcium 
Chloride 
Conductivity 
Potassium 
Moisture factor 
Sodium Absorption Ratio (SAR) 
Arsenic  
Cadmium 
Chromium 
Copper 
Lead 

Mercury 
Nickel 
Zinc 
Magnesium 
Sodium 
Ammoniacal Nitrogen 
Nitrite-Nitrate Nitrogen 
pH 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) 
Poly-cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) 
BTEX 

Soil analysis  

Representative soil sampling was undertaken on the site specific irrigation areas to identify any emerging 
issues that might arise as a direct result of irrigation to these areas.. Originally 5.2 ha were available for 
irrigation, this was expanded to 7.0 ha in the 2018-2019 monitoring period. Further land has been 
developed in the monitoring period covered by this report with the Company now able to irrigate to  
13.18 ha.  

Soil sampling was undertaken with a soil corer which was inserted to a depth of 350 mm+/- below ground 
level (BGL), whereby ten soil cores are collected across an irrigated area. The ten cores are then composted 
to gain one representative sample. The analysis undertaken by the Council in respect of the soil is provided 
in Table 2. 

1.3.5 Biomonitoring survey  
A biological survey was performed on one occasion in the Haehanga Stream and associated unnamed 
tributary, at seven locations this monitoring period. This was undertaken in order to determine whether or 
not the discharge of treated effluent to land and water, as a process of the exercise of consent, had a 
detrimental effect on macroinvertebrate and fish communities in the stream. A summary of this survey is 
provided later in this report in Section 2.2.7.   
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Figure 2 RNZ Uruti site map 
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Figure 3 RNZ Uruti groundwater monitoring well locations 
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Figure 4 RNZ Uruti surface water monitoring locations 
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Figure 5 RNZ Uruti irrigation areas and consented culvert locations 
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2 Results 
2.1 Inspections 
30 July 2019  

An inspection was undertaken under consent 5838-2.2 (this is the discharge to land consent) as part of 
routine compliance monitoring. The inspection was carried out in fine weather conditions following rain 
within the previous 24 hours. The surface water bodies across the site were elevated, swift and turbid.  

An inspection of the site found that the irrigation areas were wet with standing water observed on the 
uppermost irrigation area. Irrigation activities were being carried out on the site at the time of inspection, to 
ensure that freeboard was maintained within the irrigation pond, so it can contain any further stormwater 
during rainfall events over the following days.  

At the time irrigation was being carried out by way of slurry wagon application, on to the two lowermost 
irrigation areas. These were observed to be the driest of the irrigation areas and so utilising these areas to 
apply leachate/stormwater was a good management decision. An inspection of these irrigation areas was 
undertaken following the application of liquid waste and no signs of overland flow were observed. 

The upper irrigation area had the travelling irrigator set up, however this was not being used at the time of 
the inspection. An inspection of the upper irrigation area noted that a small slip had come down at the rear 
of the irrigation area and as a result had blocked the drainage channel between the irrigation area and the 
adjacent hill. A conversation was held with the site manager and it was decided that as the stormwater was 
still managing to get around the slip and discharge via the channel, leaving the material in place and 
monitoring was the most practical decision. Monitoring would make sure that it does not get worse and 
result in stormwater discharging over the irrigation area.  

If this were to occur then immediate remedial action would be required. If not, then the matter will be 
addressed during fine weather conditions when the soil has dried out and access to the site with a digger 
can be undertaken safely with minimal damage to the irrigation field. 

Pad one was inspected and found to be well-bunded with all stormwater directed to the treatment ponds 
and irrigation pond. The drilling mud pad was inspected and the drain around the rear of the solid 
composting pile (adjacent to the stream) was open and flowing freely.  

The drop-off pit at the top end of the drilling mud pad was approximately half full. (An inspection of the pit 
found no evidence of unauthorised materials, with the majority of the solid waste appearing to be chicken 
carcasses and sawdust.) It was communicated that the composting pile at the top end of the drilling mud 
pad must remain well contained and does not encroach on the bund or lay down pad. The material will 
need to be pulled back from the upper edges to make sure that any leachate is captured within the 
treatment system.  

An inspection of the lower drilling mud pad area found that approximately 300 mm freeboard was present 
within the irrigation pond. The treatment ponds above the irrigation pond appeared to have solids within 
them and may require further de-silting. A pipe had been placed between the leachate collection area 
below the solid waste pile on the drilling mud pad and the irrigation pond. This allows leachate/stormwater, 
which collects within the bund, about the solids pile, to drain freely back into the irrigation pond, to prevent 
accidental overflows. It was noted however that this pipe was set rather high, meaning that there was no 
contingency storage should the pipe block.  

It was communicated to the site manager that they could consider lowering the height of the pipe or 
building up the bund slightly. This could create a spillway adjacent to the pipe, should a blockage within the 
pipe occur, and then any leachate will be stored and if required, discharged into the irrigation pond via a 
designated overland flow path.  
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An inspection of the worm beds found that they were all covered with no issues identified. An inspection of 
the paunch pond found that there was approximately 400 mm freeboard remaining within the pond. 
Although no pumping was occurring at the time of the inspection the wetlands were observed to be 
discharging into the receiving environment. A large flow volume was observed discharging from the final 
pond, approximately half the pipe diameter. This was found to be reasonably clear with no foaming or 
discolouration noted within the receiving environment.  

No issues were noted about the paunch pond / wetland treatment area at the time of the inspection.  

The inspection of the single culvert consent (6212-1) found that the streams on the property were flowing at 
moderate to high levels and turbid. Due to the flow conditions of the stream at the time of the inspection, 
fish passage was difficult to assess. An inspection of the culvert however found that it was free flowing with 
no signs of obstructions or blockages. The headwalls were stable with no signs of erosion of the headwall or 
stream bank, within the vicinity of the culvert.  

In relation to the air discharge consent (5839-2) the inspection was undertaken during overcast conditions, 
with light showers upon arrival which quickly cleared. The weather was best described as still conditions with 
no detectable breeze upon arrival at the site and approximately five eighth cloud cover.  

An odour survey at the site entrance found that no odour was detectable. A very slight odour was noted at 
the site office. This odour was a result of irrigation activities taking place in the lower most irrigation 
paddock adjacent to the site office. The odour was noted within approximately 50 m of the irrigation 
activities but no further.  

A slight odour was noted about the drilling mud pad, however at the time of the odour assessment in this 
area a slight breeze had developed carrying any odour up the valley and away from the receptors at the 
state highway.  

No odours were detected about the paunch pond or the worm beds. No issues were identified on site with 
regards to discharges to air as a result of the inspection. 

An inspection of the quarrying operations (10063-1) at the site found that no material had been extracted 
from the quarry during the winter months. Some material remained stockpiled adjacent to the top end of 
the worm beds to be exported off site in due course.  

An inspection of the access track to the quarry site found that the bunds across the track remained in place 
and were working well diverting stormwater off the track and through the adjacent vegetated paddocks. 
Rilling of the access track was minimised and as the stormwater was filtered by the adjacent vegetated 
paddocks. There were no signs of stormwater to have discharged off the bottom of the access track, 
however the continued monitoring of the associated bunds which prevent this from occurring is required.  

In relation to the twin culvert consent (5938-2), due to the flow conditions of the stream at the time of the 
inspection, fish passage was difficult to assess. An inspection of the culverts however found that they were 
free flowing, with no signs of obstructions or blockages.  

The headwalls were stable with no signs of erosion of the headwall or stream banks within the vicinity of the 
culvert. The rock riffles in place upon the stream bed at two separate locations downstream of the twin 
culverts remained stable with no signs of mobilisation as a result of the high flows.  
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23-August 2019  

In terms of discharges of waste to land under consent 5838-2.2, the RNZ Uruti composting facility was 
inspected as part of routine compliance monitoring. The inspection was undertaken during wet weather 
conditions. At the time of the inspection it was found that normal site operations were being conducted.  

An inspection of the drilling mud pad found that product (chicken carcasses and carbon) was being 
accepted onto site. An inspection of the drilling mud pad found that the ring drain was in place collecting 
and directing stormwater and leachate to the irrigation pond.  

A pipe that had previously been placed between the ring drain and the irrigation pond was to be replaced 
with a 300 mm pipe and set at a lower level to minimise the volume of leachate sitting in the lower end of 
the ring drain. An inspection of the irrigation pond found that there was approximately 300-400 mm of 
freeboard remaining, which is appropriate considering the period of wet weather experienced at the facility 
in the days prior to the inspection.  

The ‘duck pond’ was full but not overflowing. A measure of the water in the pond found that the 
conductivity was still elevated and a conversation was held that the pond level needs to be managed to 
prevent overflows. This required the water contents to be irrigated to land via the irrigation paddocks when 
required.  

Pad 1 was found to be well-bunded with the ring drains working well to ensure that all contaminated 
stormwater and leachate was being captured and directed through to the treatment and irrigation ponds. 
Work had been undertaken to desilt the treatment ponds, however the work was ongoing at the time of 
inspection. Access issues meant that a long reach digger was required to complete the rest of the works.  

A long reach digger arm had been acquired and was planned to be fitted to a digger on site in the coming 
weeks. This would allow further work to be undertaken to desilt the treatment ponds to ensure compliance 
with the site management plan. The same digger is intended to be used to address fish passage at the site.  

No irrigation was taking place at the time of the inspection due to the wet weather. A shed was currently 
being constructed adjacent to the irrigation pond. This will house the irrigation pipes and a series of taps 
which manage the contents and irrigation location of the irrigation pond. 

Steel pipe had been placed from the twin culverts adjacent to the lower irrigation fields. This pipe will carry 
effluent pumped down from the irrigation pond. A series of nine irrigation pods (uni-sprinklers) have been 
ordered and will be set out across the lower irrigation area. Due to the shape of this area, the pods are 
considered a better method of application than the travelling irrigator.  

Following the installation of the irrigation pods, the facility will be able to apply wastewater to pasture via 
pods, travelling irrigator or slurry wagon. Further, riparian planting had been undertaken on the lower 
reaches to the stream leading up to the twin culverts. Some further planting had also taken place about the 
upper irrigation area. 

The worm beds were all covered with no issues identified. The paunch pond was inspected and found to 
have approximately 300 mm of freeboard. The wetland system was discharging into the receiving 
environment at the time of the inspection. No foaming or discolouration was found within the mixing zone 
as a result of the discharge.  

The lay-flat hose which transports leachate from the paunch pond to the top of the wetland had been 
replaced with a more appropriate / fit for purpose steel pipe. The Company are also planning to clean out 
and reset the upper pond within the wetland treatment system as part of their ongoing maintenance 
requirements.  

Discussions were held with the site manager about the installation of further downstream sampling points 
(post the final irrigation pond) to assess compliance with resource consent conditions. A discussion was held 
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regarding the plans to potentially open up further irrigation areas at the facility. This would involve some 
earthworks in the valley floor adjacent to the ‘duck pond’.  

Further advice will be provided on this with regards to earthwork limits and Council requirements prior to 
the area becoming operational.  

An inspection of the twin culverts (5938-2) on site found them to be free of obstructions and/or blockages 
with the stream flowing rather evenly through both culverts. The stream was in a moderate to low flow at 
the time of the inspection and the culverts were found to be sitting below the static water level with no 
obstructions to fish passage observed.  

The riffles placed on the stream bed below the culverts appeared to be stable and functioning well to 
increase the static water level. This is to prevent the culverts from being perched and preventing fish 
passage. The headwall at the upper side of the culvert had been repaired, large concrete blocks had been 
placed in the headwall to prevent erosion during high flows. Some large rock had also been placed on the 
downstream batter to minimise erosion during high flow incidents. These result in the stream overtopping 
the culverts. Further work is planned about the culverts to widen the access track and provide a more 
stabilised pathway for stream flow during overtopping events. No issues identified at the time of inspection.  

In terms of the realignment consent (6211-1). The inspection found that the diverted section of the 
Haehanga Stream was stable with well vegetated banks. No signs of accelerated erosion of the banks or the 
bed of the stream were observed at the time of the inspection.  

The stream was of a moderate to low flow at the time of the inspection and no obstructions to fish passage 
were noted throughout the length of the realignment. 

The culverts (6212-1) about the access track to the worm beds (and adjacent culvert) were also inspected. 
The culvert that runs adjacent to the access track was found to be flowing freely with no blockages or 
obstructions. The rock work placed on the bed of the stream on the downstream side of the culvert 
appeared to be working well in lifting the static water level to allow for fish passage through the culvert. No 
issues were identified with this culvert.  

The larger culvert (6212-1) which runs beneath the access track to the worm beds was also inspected with 
the site manager. While the culvert is large and free of blockages and/or obstructions, there is a fine, 
smooth shoot below the exit point of the culvert. This results in the stream quickly dropping in level before 
working through some boulders and then finding a new stabilised level downstream of the culvert.  

The speed of the stream flow through the smooth culvert and the drop immediately below the culvert may 
result in a barrier to some fish species. This was discussed with site manager and possible fixes of building 
up the static water level below the culvert, in a stepped manner, to lift the water level through the culvert. 
This would make sure that there was a reasonable water depth throughout the culvert and as a process, 
reduced flow velocity, to allow fish to easily pass through.  

This work was proposed to be carried out in the coming months once a long reach digger was operational 
on site, to allow access to the stream. 

In relation to discharges to the air (5839-2), an odour survey was undertaken at the road side and also at the 
site office. No odours were detected at either locations. The odour about the drilling mud pad, although 
present, was less intense than noted on other inspections. This may be due to the wet weather that was 
experienced during the inspection. No unauthorised waste streams were noted on site at the time of the 
inspection. No odours were detected about the worm beds or paunch pond.  

An inspection of the quarry (10063-1) and associated access track found that the cut-off drains were 
working as designed, ensuring that all stormwater collected on the access track was quickly directed off the 
track into the heavily grassed paddocks adjacent to the access track. No stormwater was exiting the base off 
the access track, with the final two cut-off drains ensuring that all stormwater was directed away from the 
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stream crossing at the base of the access track. No issues with the quarry were identified at the time of the 
inspection.  

24 September 2019 

During analysis of the inwards goods data submitted in accordance with Special Condition 5 of resource 
consent 5839-2, it was found that a number different products had been received onsite in contravention of 
special condition 3 of resource consent 5839-2 and special condition 2 of resource consent 5838-2.2.  

These included material such as molasses, palm kernel, contaminated mud, contaminated soil, silicate 
washings from metal cutting tank clean and a dead cow. The analysis of the inwards goods register also 
found that the product descriptions were vague and of insufficient detail to determine the exact nature of 
the product being received. It has now been requested that more accurate descriptions be recorded against 
each of the inwards goods items contained within the register and that the register is submitted to TRC for 
review by the 5th day of each calendar month.  

1 October 2019 

An inspection of the discharge to land consent (5838-2.2) was undertaken in overcast conditions following 
recent heavy rain. The inspection found that the streams on the property were all in fresh as was the 
Mimitangiatua River. The twin culverts on the property were nearly at capacity with the flood flow. The 
inspection found that four new irrigation pods had been purchased and were in operation, briefly, in the 
lower most irrigation area.  

The pods are more appropriate for the lower irrigation area than the travelling irrigator due to the 
narrowness of the field. The pods allow an even application of wastewater onto the pasture and can be 
adjusted to control the application rate. It is envisaged that further pods will be purchased in the near 
future.  

An inspection of the irrigation pond found that there was approximately 300-400 mm of freeboard. 
Stormwater was flowing freely from the ring drain about the composting pile into the irrigation pond via the 
recently installed pipe.  

An inspection about the irrigation pond found no signs of overflows as a result of the recent heavy rainfall 
event. The drop-off pit at the top of the ponds was full of product and work was beginning to remove the 
material and place it upon the composting pile. 

It was communicated to move the dry composting material away from the upper most bund on the drilling 
mud pad to make sure that there was sufficient protection of the unnamed tributary above the pad.  

All worm beds on site were covered with no issues identified. Material from pad one, which had previously 
been tested by Regional Council Officers2 was being removed from the pad. Some material was being 
stockpiled adjacent to the upper worm bed area while other material was being placed on a fill area 
adjacent to the access track to the quarry.  

Records are being kept about the volume of material being removed from pad one and the location of 
where that material is being stored and ultimately utilised on site. In the interim the Company was 
requested to make that the material is kept away from water bodies on site to prevent any risk of it 
discharging into surface water. 

An inspection of the paunch pond found that there was sufficient freeboard within the pond. The wetland 
was discharging at a reasonably high rate, (although no pumping from the paunch pond was occurring) 

                                                        
2 For further information in respect of tested material please refer to Technical Report 2019-50, referenced at the end of this 
report. 
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likely to be a result of the recent heavy rain. A visual inspection of the discharge from the wetland found 
that it was reasonably clear with a slight tannin colour. No adverse effects were observed upon a visual 
inspection of the receiving environment within or below the mixing zone. 

An odour survey in relation to the discharge to air consent (5839-2) was undertaken along the property 
boundary adjacent with the State Highway. No odour was detectable about the property boundary. A 
further odour assessment was undertaken about the site offices, with the irrigation pods in operation in the 
lower-most irrigation area. No odour was detected at the site offices.  

A slight ‘sulphur’ odour was noted about the irrigation pond, however the strength, although consistent was 
lesser than noted on other previous inspections. No odour was detected about the paunch pond or worm 
beds. No odour issues was noted onsite during the inspection.  

The twin culverts (5983-2) on the property were nearly at capacity with the flood flow. An inspection of the 
other culverts (6212-1 and 10547-1) on the property found that all streams were in fresh and the streams 
were flowing swiftly through all culverts. No culverts were over topping and all appeared to be free of any 
obstructions that would negatively affect the ability of the culverts to cope with flood flows.  

Due to the river conditions at the time of the inspection, it was not possible to assess fish passage. Some 
works were being planned by the site manager on site, with material being delivered to address fish passage 
through the large culvert beneath the access track leading to the worm beds. This planned work involves 
raising the level of the water on the downs stream side of the culvert in a controlled and incremental 
manner to achieve fish passage. 

6 November 2019  

In relation to the discharge to air consent (5839-2), an inspection was carried out in fine weather conditions 
following a period of dry, warm weather. At the time of inspection the weather was warm and still with no 
detectable breeze. Later on in the inspection a slight breeze heading up the valley developed. 
Approximately seven eighth high cloud cover was observed at the time of the odour inspection. An odour 
inspection was undertaken adjacent to State Highway 3 at the property boundary. No odours were detected 
at or beyond the boundary. A further odour survey was undertaken at the site office. A 'hay type odour' was 
detected associated with the harvesting of grass of all irrigation areas below the 'duck pond'.  

A slight sulphur odour was detected about the irrigation pond, however this dissipated and could not be 
detected below the 'duck pond'. No odour was detected about the worm beds or paunch pond areas. The 
composting pit consisted largely of chicken carcasses and sawdust.  

Worm beds were being fed at the time of the inspection with only one bed not covered. No irrigation was 
taking place during the inspection, however some aeration activities of the irrigation pond were taking place 
during the later portion of the inspection. Work was also being undertaken to ensure compliance with the 
Abatement Notice EAC-226323. Final inspection to assess compliance with the Abatement Notice will occur 
in the coming two weeks.  

An inspection of the stream re-alignment (6211-1) was undertaken during low flow conditions. The 
inspection found that the banks of the realignment were fully grassed and stable with no signs of bank or 
headward erosion.  

No blockages or obstructions were noted and the stream was found to be flowing freely throughout the 
length of the realignment. No barriers to fish passage were observed and no issues identified.  

                                                        
3 The consent holder was observed to not be adhering to site specific management plans which was a failure to abide by best 
practice. 
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An inspection of the culvert (6212-1) on the main stem of the Haehanga Stream (and adjacent culvert) 
found them both to be free of any obstructions and/or blockages. Water was flowing freely through both 
culverts. The work recently undertaken to ensure fish passage through the culvert adjacent to the access 
track to the worm beds was found to be stable and working well in lifting the static water level to create a 
deep gentle flow through the culvert.  

Some work had been undertaken to place smaller gabion sized rocks between the larger rocks at the outlet 
of the larger culvert, beneath the access track to the worm beds. This is the first stage to lift the static water 
level through the culvert to ensure fish passage to the upper catchment.  

Further work is required downstream to lift the static water level incrementally to ensure an appropriate 
depth of water can be maintained throughout the length of the culvert. The recently acquired long reach 
digger arm will be used to achieve this work. The site manager is aware of the requirements to complete 
this work and has added it to his work schedule.  

An inspection of the quarry (10063-1) found that the ground was dry and beginning to become rather 
hardened from the dry spell. The quarry had not been in operation over the winter months and at this stage 
there was no plan to begin extraction of metal in the immediate future.  

An inspection of the access track found that the bund created at the base of the track to divert stormwater 
away from the flats and adjacent stream was in place, however had decreased in height due to heavy traffic 
on site.  

This bund is required to be monitored and re-established at the end of the product movement, or prior to a 
rainfall event. All other cut-off drains on the access track were open and working well. The area of 
excavation is stabilising naturally due to not being operational for an extended period of time. No issues 
identified at time of inspection.  

An inspection of the twin culverts on site (5938-2) found that they were free flowing and clear of 
obstructions or other debris. Some work had been undertaken to the headwall and site access track, across 
the culvert, to stabilise the area during high flow events, when over-topping of the culverts can occur.  

The rock work (riffles) created at two downstream locations were in place and appeared to have settled into 
the stream bed. These remain effective and stable following the wet winter months. This indicates that the 
riffles are able to withstand high flow events.  

It was noted that during low flow conditions there is a slight change in water height in the centre of the 
culverts. This is due to the join of the concrete pipes. Although this is only minor in nature it was pointed 
out to the site manager and a discussion was had to rectify this issue.  

Some further rock will be placed upon the uppermost riffle to lift the static water level slightly to ensure fish 
passage. This work will be undertaken in the coming weeks. No other issues were identified at the time of 
inspection.  

31 January 2020 

An inspection of the discharge to land consent (5838-2.2) was carried out during dry weather conditions 
while the streams within the catchment were in low flow conditions. The inspection found that two new 
irrigation areas had been established on site. These irrigation areas had been completed and grass seed 
spread on the areas. The seed was beginning to take and was being watered at the time to ensure a good 
strike was achieved. Sediment controls were in place, however these will need to be managed during the 
first wet weather event to ensure that all sediment laden run-off was treated to the required standard.  

The inspection found that the drilling mud pad and associated leachate treatment ponds were in good 
order. Some work was planned on the bund about the stream side of the drilling mud pad as part of routine 
maintenance. This involved building up some areas of the bund.  
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The upper leachate ponds require to be cleaned out of solids on a regular basis to ensure compliance with 
the site management plan. The irrigation pond was low with approximately 1 m freeboard within the pond. 
The drop-off pit was being cleaned out at the time of inspection.  

Plans are in place for a concrete pad to be installed at the top of the drilling mud pad for the chicken 
carcasses to be dropped off onto, rather than into the pit with the liquid waste, as is the current practice4.  

Pad 1 is well defined with a good ring drain to collect and direct any contaminated stormwater to the 
leachate ponds. With the extended dry period, limited irrigation activities were taking place on the site. The 
worm beds had been recently fed and given a general clean up.  

The paunch pond had good freeboard with all reasonable stormwater removed and disposed of via 
pumping into the wetland treatment system. The upper pond within the wetland treatment system had 
been cleaned out and had now revegetated. Although leachate was being pumped from time to time into 
the wetland treatment system, it did not appear that the system has discharged for an extended period of 
time, with any liquid being taken up by the wetland or subject to evaporation.  

A general inspection throughout the site found no visual effects within the receiving environment as a result 
of the site activities. The quarry on site is not in operation and there are no plans to begin extraction of 
metal any time soon. No issues identified at the time of inspection.  

The inspection found that the stream realignment (6211-1) was stable with well vegetated banks throughout 
the realigned section of the stream. An inspection of the area found no signs of bank or headward erosion. 
No adverse effects were noted within the realigned section or within the wider environment.  

In terms of the single culvert (6212-1) on the Haehanga Stream, the inspection found that the stream was in 
low flow through the culvert. The culvert was free of any obstructions or blockages. No erosion was 
observed about the culvert, with the headwall being solid and secure.  

Some works had been undertaken to lift the static water level through the culvert to ensure fish passage. 
Further works were discussed with site manager on site and these will be carried out in the coming weeks.  

In terms of the air discharge consent (5839-2) an inspection and odour assessment was undertaken in dry 
weather conditions, four eighths cloud cover, approximately 20°C, with a slight north-west wind. An odour 
survey was undertaken at both the site boundary and at the site offices. No odour was detected at either 
survey site.  

An inspection of the drilling mud pad and associated leachate pond found that only minimal odour was 
being emitted from the area which quickly dissipated.  

An inspection of the twin culvert (5938-2) found that the riffle below the culvert had been lifted slightly to 
ensure that the static water level was sufficient throughout the culvert. No issues were identified at the time 
of inspection.  

27 Feb 2020 

An inspection was undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring and also to assess for any odour 
(5839-2) generated from a trial of sheep skins composting5. The inspection was undertaken in hot/dry 
weather conditions with zero cloud cover. It was approximately 24°C with a very light northerly wind.  

                                                        
4 The Council has since been notified by the Company this will not occur.  

5 Please note additional compliance inspections were undertaken in relation to the consent holder request to accept a new 
compositing waste stream, sheep skins.  
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The inspection found that no odour was detectable at the state highway (noted that the wind was 
northerly). The irrigation pond and paunch ponds were both well down with the paunch pond free of any 
liquid that would be reasonable to be removed by the pump.  

Approximately one meter freeboard was observed within the irrigation pond. A very slight odour was 
detected about the irrigation pond, however regular aeration of this pond may be beginning to reduce the 
sulphur type odour that is often emitted.  

A slight odour was also detectable about the top of the drilling mud pad, however this quickly dissipated 
and was not detectable downwind at the rear of pad 1. At approximately 1350 hrs 30 ton of sheep skins 
arrived on site. The skins had been kept in a chiller at the plant in Whanganui and were still reasonably cool 
upon arrival at site.  

An inspection of the skins found that they were clean and free of any obvious contaminants such as bones 
or meat residue. The skins were deposited onto a bed of sawdust to capture any liquid waste before being 
transported to their composting location further down pad 1. Upon depositing the skins onto the sawdust 
approximately 10 – 20 L of liquid was observed per truck load. The skins were layered on a bed of 
greenwaste and built up with corresponding layers of skins and greenwaste and finally covered with 
greenwaste to ensure that no skins were exposed to the open. No odour was detectable from the skins 
being deposited or layered with greenwaste at the site.  

An inspection was undertaken very close (within 30 cm of the product) and no odour was detected. A slight 
odour immediately downwind could be detected when the digger was moving the greenwaste to cover the 
skins. This was a light odour which is generally associated with greenwaste composting activities. The trial of 
composting sheep skins at the facility did not result in any offensive or objectionable odours either within 
the immediate vicinity of the activity nor further afield. No issues identified at the time of the inspection. 

In terms of the single culvert (6212-1) on the main stem of the Haehanga Stream, the inspection found that 
work were still being undertaken on site to lift the static water level through the culvert which runs under 
the access track to the worm beds. Rock to be used for this process were on site, however this needs to be 
lifted into place with a long reach digger. This is aimed at increasing the static water level of the stream, 
downstream of the culvert, to ensure that fish passage is maintained.  

It was communicated to continue with this work so that it is completed in a timely fashion. All other culverts 
(5938-2 and 10547-1) within the Haehanga Stream were inspected and found to be free of blockages or 
obstructions with water flowing freely through them.  

The inspection found that the quarry (10063-1) was not operational. The cut-off drains on the access track 
remained in place, however the lowermost cut-off bund was required to be reshaped to make sure that it 
intercepts all the stormwater during a rainfall event.  

An inspection of the discharge to land consent (5838-2.2) found that the two new irrigation areas were 
more stabilised with good grass growth across both areas than in the previous inspection. The surface water 
cut-off drains and bunds however, were not yet stabilised and will require careful management to ensure 
that sediment is not mobilised from these areas.  

It is expected, however, that these areas will stabilise quickly as grass growing conditions improve over the 
coming weeks. At the time, the irrigation pond was well down with approximately one meter freeboard 
throughout the pond. The pond is also being aerated in an attempt to reduce nitrogen loading within the 
irrigation liquid. Irrigation was taking place on the upper most irrigation field.  

Some works were planned to lift the bund on the stream side of the drilling mud pad. Works were also 
undertaken to lift areas of the irrigation paddock immediately below the irrigation pond in order to 
minimise ponding and make it a more appropriate surface to irrigate on. Further riparian plants have been 
ordered for upcoming winter planting season.  
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The worm beds had recently been fed and a general clean-up had occurred about the beds to allow further 
operational space about the beds. The paunch pond had been pumped down and the wetlands were well 
below the point of discharge. The water from the final wetland pond was being recycled back through the 
wetland treatment system to keep the wetlands damp. It was planned to get a digger into the paunch pond 
and re-organise the area allowing for better drainage of stormwater through the pond to the pump 
location.  

A commercial goat culler had been on site to reduce the number of feral goats on the property. A bird 
scarer had also been purchased and was in operation about the drilling mud pad in an attempt to reduce 
the seagull population at the facility.  

An inspection of the twin culverts (5938-2) found that the twin culverts on site were free of blockages and or 
obstructions. With such a low flow, the majority of the water was flowing through only one of the culverts 
due to them being at slightly different levels. The rock riffles downstream of the works appear to be keeping 
the static water levels at an appropriate level in preventing the bottom end of the culverts from being 
perched. The upper most riffle would likely benefit from some further rocks being placed on it, to lift the 
static water level of approximately 200 ml throughout the length of the culverts. This current situation is 
compliant with the resource consent requirements, however the suggestion is to improve fish passage 
during low flow conditions.  

2 March 2020 

An inspection in respect to the air discharge consent (5839-2) was undertaken at the Company’s Uruti 
composting facility as part of the trial regarding the composting of sheep skins at the facility (this was the 
second inspection with regards to this trial).  

The inspection was undertaken in dry, warm conditions with a slight west/north-west wind. Temperature 
checks of the composting sheep skins and associated greenwaste had been undertaken on 28 February, 1 
March and 3 March 2020.  

Prior to turning the piles the temperatures within the composting heap were taken, as well as oxygen levels. 
The temperatures recorded by the consent holder on the day of inspection were found to be sitting 
between 50-60 degrees.  

An odour survey was undertaken in a 360 degree manner about the composting heap. No odour was 
detectable at this time. Further greenwaste had been added to the pile to cover any exposed areas of 
product to enhance the composting process. The product was not turned during this inspection and it was 
agreed that the first turn would occur on 6 March 2020. No issues identified as a result of this inspection.  

6 March 2020 

An inspection was undertaken at the Company’s facility with regards to a trial being undertaken at the site 
for the composting of clean, uncontaminated sheep skins. The inspection was undertaken during fine 
weather conditions with a very light north/north-west breeze. There was no cloud cover and approximately 
12°C air temperature.  

No odour (5839-2) was being emitted from the composting pile during a 360 degree odour survey around 
the perimeter of pad 1, prior to the pile being turned. It was observed during the turning/aeration process 
that the sheep skins (which were originally whole) had broken down considerably. The majority of the skins 
were broken down into portions no bigger than a standard dinner plate.  

Some of the skins which were in the centre of the layers of skins, within the pile, appeared to of had little 
contact with the greenwaste. These were observed to be whole and in similar condition to when they were 
originally placed into the pile. These un-composted skins were a limited number and were well mixed with 
the greenwaste during the turning process. The degraded skins had broken up to a degree that the 
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operator of the digger found it a lot easier to manipulate the product than when dealing with the whole 
skins in the initial layering process.  

A downwind odour survey during the turning process found that a strong sulphur type odour was detected 
immediately downwind of the heap, however this quickly dissipated and no odour was noted within the 
paddock downwind of pad 1.  

The odour quickly reduced in intensity at the completion of the turning process. No odour was detected in 
any form beyond the boundary of the property. No issues identified at the time of the inspection.  

12 March 2020 

An inspection was undertaken to assess the odour (5839-2) generated from the sheep skin composing trial. 
30 ton of sheep skins were delivered on 27 February 2020. The compost was being turned after two weeks. 
The wind at the time was very light to nil. Odorous steam was emitted when the compost was turned and an 
earthy sulphur type odour was noted.  

The odour was largely rising straight up. The odour was only detected in the immediate vicinity of the 
compost and was not detected anywhere else on the property or at the road side boundary. The skins had 
decomposed considerably since arriving on site and were to be covered with greenwaste to reduce any 
odour. No issues to note during the inspection.  

20 March 2020 

An inspection with regards to odour (5839-2) was undertaken as part of the trial for composting clean and 
uncontaminated sheep skins at the Company’s Uruti facility. This is the forth inspection undertaken during 
the trial process. The COVID-19 lock down commencing on 26 March 2020 means that it is likely that this is 
the last inspection with specific regards to the sheep skin composting trail. Normal site inspections will 
commence when able.  

The inspection was undertaken in initially still conditions with a very slight north-east breeze developing 
during the turning process. Zero cloud cover and approximately 13°C air temperature. No odour was 
detected about the composting pile prior to the commencement of the turning/aeration process.  

During the turning process it was found that the sheep skins had nearly completely broken down with only 
small pieces remaining visible. These small pieces appeared to be small clumps of wool with no hide visible 
within the clumps. During the turning process heat and moisture was observed being discharged into the 
air. A sulphur/cooking type odour was emitted during the turning process. This was detectable on the outer 
edge of the metal track that surrounds pad 1, however it quickly dissipated beyond that point and was not 
detectable 50-100 m from the pile.  

No odour was noted at or beyond the property boundary. No further greenwaste was added to the pile with 
the large majority of greenwaste included at the time of initial delivery on 27 February and a slight top up 
off greenwaste to cover exposed product on 2 March. The inspections found that no odour was being 
emitted from the product at initial delivery or while it was allowed to sit undisturbed.  

Odour was emitted for a short time during the turning process, however this was not to an extent that it 
approached the site boundary. The odour was largely confined to the immediate vicinity of pad 1, where the 
product was stored.  

Consideration should be given to weather conditions while undertaking turning operations to reduce the 
risk of odour discharges toward sensitive receptors.  

8 May 2020 

An inspection in relation to the discharge to land (5838-2.2) consent was undertaken at the Company’s Uruti 
facility. The inspection was carried out in fine weather conditions following a period of heavy rain and high 
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stream flows. At the time of inspection the stream was in a moderate to low flow condition for the current 
time of year. A surface water sampling run was also undertaken during the inspection.  

The inspection found that the irrigation pond was full, as expected, following recent heavy rain. The 
irrigation pond was being aerated at the time of inspection in preparation for irrigating onto pasture in the 
coming days. There was an extended period of dry weather in the forecast, so the pond should be pumped 
well down to put it in good position for the winter period.  

The irrigation areas were looking good with no signs of ponding/ pooling or overland flow. The irrigation 
paddock below the duck pond has re-grassed well after further earth was added over the summer period to 
lift portions of the paddock.  

The two new irrigation areas were well grassed and were in a suitable state for irrigation fluid to be applied. 
It was advised that the irrigation fluid be applied lightly and monitored frequently to ensure that there are 
no overland flows. This was suggested to understand the behaviour of those new areas with regards to the 
application of irrigation waste.  

The large solids compost pile on pad 3 (drilling mud pad) had been turned and seeded. At the time of 
inspection, the bund between pad 3 and the stream was being worked on in order to increase the bund 
height in places. The ring drain along this bund will also be cleaned out and redefined at the same time to 
ensure that all stormwater and leachate from pad 3 is collected and directed for storage into the irrigation 
pond. The area around the drop-off pit was tidy with the litter largely cleaned out of solid material. Ponds 2 
and 3 within the leachate treatment system will need to have the solids removed again soon as part of 
ongoing maintenance.  

Pad 1 was inspected and found to contain well defined windrows. Sheep skins and whole chicken carcasses 
are being dropped off at the bottom end of pad 1 where they are mixed with greenwaste, placed into 
windrows and covered with a layer of greenwaste. As the windrows begin to compost, they are turned and 
slowly migrate up pad 1 until they are completely composted and can be removed from the pad.  

The worm beds were well covered with no odour. New worm beds have been placed on a pad area adjacent 
to the final pond in the wetland treatment system. The paunch pond was found to have plenty of freeboard 
with no pumping taking place at the time of inspection. The wetland was full and discharging into the 
receiving environment. The discharge had a very slight tannin colour. There was no odour, foaming or other 
adverse effects within the receiving environment as it was likely that the discharge was largely stormwater 
from the recent heavy rains.  

Overall it was found that the site was in a tidy condition with ongoing maintenance being carried out at 
various locations about the site. A discussion was held with regards to testing further product on both pads 
1 and 3 in due course to assess its suitability for being removed from the pads and applied to land as a soil 
conditioner.  

An inspection of the twin culverts (5938-2) found that the stream was flowing evenly through both culverts. 
The culverts were free of any blockages or obstructions. No signs of erosion were noted about the head 
walls or banks within the immediate vicinity of the culvert.  

At the time of inspection the stream was in moderate to lower flow conditions for this time of year. It was 
noted that the join in the pipes mid-way through the culverts are creating a slight drop in water levels. This 
should be addressed in due course by slightly building up the two downstream riffles. This in not urgent 
work but should be planned to address in due course.  

In terms of odour (5839-2), at the time of the inspection the weather was warm and calm with no detectable 
wind. Zero cloud cover was observed. An odour inspection was undertaken along the property boundary 
with Mokau Road and a further survey was undertaken at the site office and weigh station area. No odours 
were detected at either location. No odour was noted at the twin culverts.  
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A sulphur type odour was detected about the irrigation pond which was full (from recent heavy rain) and 
was being aerated at the time of the inspection. The slight increase in odour in this location was likely to be 
a result of aeration of the irrigation pond. A slight odour was also detected about the drop-off pad, however 
the pit at this location was largely empty.  

No significant odours were detected around pad 1 where chicken carcasses and sheep skins were 
composted. No composting piles were being turned at the time of inspection. The sheep skin product is 
now being delivered to site on a regular basis and mixed with chicken carcasses before being mixed and 
covered with greenwaste on pad 1 for composting.  

The most recent wind row of sheep skins had some exposed skins on the right hand side (when looking up 
the valley towards the pile) and it was advised that this area should be covered with greenwaste.  

No odours were detected about the worm beds, with a very slight odour noted about the drop-off point at 
the top end of the paunch pond. Further worm beds had been placed on the flat area adjacent to the lower 
most wetland pond and the paunch pond. No odours were noted about this area. No issues were noted at 
the time of inspection.  

An inspection of the quarry facilities (10063-1) were undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. 
The inspection was undertaken in fine weather following some heavy rain and high stream levels in the 
recent seven days. The inspection of the quarry access track found that the bunds across the track to direct 
stormwater off the track were still in place. However, the larger bund at the base of the access track will 
need to be rebuilt and redefined. It had been flattened due to heavy traffic driving over the bund to access 
the lower adjacent track to the soil disposal area.  

No excavation of material had occurred at the quarry itself for an extended period and therefore no 
inspection was undertaken upon the quarry ridgeline. The stockpiling area adjacent to the worm beds had 
also not been operational for a similar extended period. A small pile of material remained in this area, 
however there are no signs of sediment discharge/runoff to surface area about the pile.  

An inspection of the single culvert (6212-1) on the Haehanga Stream found the culvert free of any blockages 
and/or obstructions. No signs of accelerated erosion were noted within the vicinity of the culvert. The riffles 
placed in the tributary immediately adjacent to the larger culvert appeared to have settled well, providing a 
good level of water throughout the culvert within the side tributary which leads up to the paunch pond.  

Some works have been undertaken to improve the fish passage through the larger culvert by lifting the 
static water level, however further works are required to achieve the desired result, and this work should be 
planned for in the coming months.  

An inspection of the re-aligned section (6211-1) of stream found that it continues to be well vegetated and 
stable with no significant signs of bank or head ward erosion. No obstructions to fish passage were noted 
nor were any blockages within the re-aligned section observed. The water flowing through this section was 
found to be clear and free of any significant sediment loads. No issues were identified as a result of the 
inspection.  

3 June 2020 

In relation to the discharge to land consent (5838-2.2), an inspection was undertaken as part of routine 
compliance monitoring. The inspection was undertaken during fine weather conditions following periods of 
heavy rain. A surface water sampling run was undertaken at the facility during the inspection.  

At the time of sampling the pasture was saturated and the streams on the property were in fresh. No 
activities were being undertaken at the site during the sampling run. No irrigation had occurred at the site 
immediately prior to the sampling run.  
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The inspection found that the irrigation pond was reasonably full at the site, however this was expected due 
to the recent rainfall. There was sufficient free-board within the irrigation pond to retain further stormwater. 
The treatment ponds above the irrigation pond were due to be cleaned out again and have the solid 
material removed to increase the storage and treatment capacity of the ponds. The drilling mud drop-off pit 
was approx. one third to one half full.  

The majority of the whole chicken carcasses are deposited on pad 1 and composted into windrows with the 
sheep skin material. This removes the need to hold the birds in the drilling mud drop-off pit. The bunds 
about pads 1 and 3 were in place and working well with no issues identified.  

The area about the drop-off point was clean and tidy with the solid pile of pad 3 pulled away from the 
upper bund at the drop-off area. No further sheep skins are being taken to site until the commencement of 
the next killing season, which is in spring. The volume of paunch being taken to site has also reduced for the 
same reasons.  

An inspection of the worm beds found them all to be covered. It was not anticipated that they will be 
worked over during the colder winter months.  

An inspection of the irrigation areas found that no irrigation was taking place at the time of inspection. All 
irrigation areas were now able to be used as irrigation fields with good grass cover on the two newly 
developed areas. Over the winter periods it is important that effluent is applied thinly and evenly across all 
areas available, to reduce the risk of run-off to surface water during the winter months, when the ability of 
the areas to up-take the liquid is greatly reduced.  

An inspection of the wetland treatment system, found that there was a reasonable quantity of discharge 
entering the receiving environment from the final pond. No foaming or discolouration was noted within the 
receiving environment (within the allowable mixing zone) and it is likely that a majority of the discharge 
from the wetland treatment system is stormwater (samples were taken). A full surface water sampling run 
was carried out with samples collected at all designated locations. No issues were identified at the time of 
inspection.  

Inspection undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. An Inspection of the stream found that it 
had a good base flow with water flowing reasonably evenly through both culverts (5938-2 and 6212-1). The 
solid base-flow meant that the change of height within the culvert was not an obstruction for fish passage. 
No blockages were noted about the culverts. The headwall was in good condition with no signs of 
accelerated erosion within the vicinity of the culverts. The two riffles installed downstream of the culverts are 
in place and stable.  

In respect to the odour (5839-2) consent, an inspection was undertaken at the facility in accordance with 
routine compliance monitoring. This was in fine weather conditions with four eighths cloud cover, 16°C in 
temperature, dry with a light northerly breeze. An odour survey was undertaken at the property boundary 
with Mokau Road. Due to the wind direction no odour from the facility was noted and in general terms with 
wind was blowing up the valley. An inspection about the lower irrigation area while liquid waste from the 
leachate pond was being applied to pasture via spray irrigation found that no odours were detected.  

A slight sulphur type odour was detected around the leachate pond which was being aerated at the time of 
inspection. No odours were detected about the lower portion of the solids composting pile upon the drilling 
mud pad. Some odour was detected about the upper ends of the drilling mud pad, however the main odour 
detected about the upper drilling mud pad and pad 1 was that of the greenwaste compost which had 
recently been brought to site to mix with the sheep skins for the composting process.  

Only a very light odour was detected around the sheep skin composting wind rows. It is anticipated that 
further loads of sheep skins will be delivered to site over the following week or so. The deliveries will cease 
for a period over winter, as the sheep processing plant based in Whanganui stops killing until the new 
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season. All worm beds were found to be covered with no odours being emitted. No issues were identified at 
the site with regards to emissions of odours beyond the site boundary.  

The inspection found that the quarry (10063-1) was not in operation at the site and had not been used this 
summer. The access track is not in use also. The cut-off drains on the access track are in place and the bund 
at the base of the track is also in place, however this will need to be built up again as it decreased in size 
due to vehicle movements over it to access an area below the quarry access track. No issues were identified 
at the time of inspection.  

An inspection of the culvert (6212-1) within the stream adjacent to the worm beds which leads up towards 
the paunch pond found that the culvert was full of slow moving water and provided good fish passage. The 
culvert was free of any blockages and obstructions and the rock work put into the stream bed below the 
culvert to lift the static water level within the stream was working well creating good fish passage. The large 
culvert below the access track to the worm beds was flowing freely and free of any blockages or 
obstructions. No signs of erosion about the culverts were observed. Further work is still required to be 
undertaken to ensure fish passage is provided for especially during the summer months when the stream is 
in low flow conditions.  

Inspection of the stream realignment (6211-1) found that the stream had a reasonable base flow through 
the realignment. Banks of the realignment were well grassed with no signs of bank and/or headward 
erosion. No issues identified at the time of inspection.  

30 June 2020 

In terms of the discharge of waste to land (5838-2.2) an inspection was undertaken in fine weather 
conditions, with a light Northerly wind. The inspection found that the irrigation pond was full with reduced 
free-board than that observed in recent inspections (approximately 30 cm freeboard).  

At the time of the inspection with pond was being aerated and the leachate was being applied to the 
lowermost irrigation area via stationary irrigators. The upper most irrigation area had been in operation, 
with leachate applied to land via the travelling irrigator on the morning of the inspection.  

An inspection of the lowermost irrigation area found that it had good grass cover and although it was noted 
to be damp underfoot, the leachate was being applied lightly and there were no signs of pooling and/or 
runoff.  

The newly constructed irrigation areas, adjacent to the duck pond and adjacent to the lowermost irrigation 
area, both had good grass cover but were not yet in operation. These areas are being lightly grazed by 
cattle in an effort to chew the grass shorter and assist it to thicken up. Stationary irrigators had been 
purchased for both areas and are on site. It was planned to have these areas operational for the winter 
months.  

An inspection of the drilling mud drop-off pit and the solids composting pile at the upper end of the drilling 
mud pad found that the pond was reasonably empty and the solid material was pulled back from the edges, 
allowing stormwater to be collected in a ring drain and directed to the leachate pond. A lay down area was 
being developed adjacent to pad 1 to allow the storage of equipment and to provide a turnaround for 
heavy vehicles at the site.  

At the time of inspection some greenwaste had recently been delivered to site and was piled adjacent to 
pad 1. The greenwaste was to be blended with sheep skins for the composting process. It was advised that 
best practice is to store this material within the confines of pad 1 to ensure that any run-off is directed to 
the leachate pond rather than the stream. This will reduce to risk of nitrogen and other contaminants being 
carried into the stream during rainfall events.  

The site manager was receptive to this feedback and the greenwaste was largely moved prior to the 
conclusion of the inspection. Pad 1 was tidy with well-defined windrows across the pad. The lower windrows 
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were greenwaste and sheep skins and the upper two windrows were material from the drilling mud pad that 
had been further processed since it was previously sampled by TRC staff. The wetland treatment system 
appeared to be working well with a clear discharge exiting the final pond into the receiving environment. On 
visual inspection, no adverse effects were noted within the receiving environment. Although the level of 
stormwater within the paunch pond was low, with decent freeboard.  

It was noted that a further defined ring drain was needed to be dug around the paunch drop-off point onto 
the paunch pond. This was due to the fact that the paunch is a rather saturated product that settles flat 
around the drop-off point, it can prevent stormwater from flowing freely into the pond and towards the 
wetland pump. The site manager was advised of this and undertook appropriate action.  

An inspection of the upper most irrigation area found that it was wet underfoot with a small amount of 
ponding around the area that had been recently irrigated. Riparian plants had been ordered and will be 
planted about the stream over the winter period to continue the good efforts made over the previous 
couple of winters. Going into the wetter winter months a conscious effort needs to be made to manage with 
leachate pond and irrigation areas to ensure that the leachate is applied evenly across all the areas at a rate 
that the areas can be manage. This may require a frequent but low rate of application of leachate at short 
bursts across all fields when conditions allow. Bringing the two new areas into operation should assist with 
managing this aspect of the operation.  

An inspection of the re-alignment (6211-1) found no issues of erosion or fish barriers. No issues identified at 
the time of inspection.  

An inspection of the culvert (6212-1) found that it was free of blockages and or obstructions and was 
allowing water to flow through it freely. The elevated water level provided good fish passage, however it is 
acknowledged that further works are scheduled for the culvert to ensure fish passage is maintained during 
low flow conditions. This works will be undertaken during those aforementioned conditions.  

In terms of odour discharges from the facility (5839-2), at the time of inspection, no work was being 
undertaken at the site and therefore the likelihood of odours to discharge from the facility was greatly 
reduced. The inspection was undertaken in calm conditions.  

Wet surfaces and no traffic movements meant no dust was being generated on the property. No odours 
were detected at the site boundary (Mokau Road) or and the site office. A slight odour was detected around 
the irrigation pond, however this was to a lesser extent than previous inspections have noted. No odours 
were detected about the worm beds or pad 1.  

Odour complaints had been received for the facility over recent days. These complaints were received in the 
evening during cold air drainage conditions. The odours are often effected by not only wind conditions at 
the site but also site activities that are being undertaken, to manage product at the facility such as irrigating, 
processing of worm beds or turning compost windrows. For this reason it is important to consider weather 
conditions when undertaken certain activities at the site, a practice that the site operators are aware of.  

In terms of quarrying operations (10063-1), the cut-off drains and bunds appeared to be working well on 
the site access track. No issues were identified at the time of inspection.  

An inspection of the twin culverts (5938-2) found that the stream was in fresh. Water was flowing evenly 
through both culverts with no blockages or obstructions observed. The head walls were in place with no 
signs of erosion or slumping in the immediate vicinity.  

The riffles installed downstream of the culverts, to ensure a water level is maintained during low flow 
conditions to enable fish passage, appeared in be in place and withstanding the high flow event. No issues 
were identified at the time of inspection.  
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Inspections of Waitara Road worm farm facility, Brixton 

17 July 2019  

An inspection was undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. The inspection was undertaken 
following periods of intermittent rain over the previous days. At the time of the inspection a strong to 
moderate westerly wind was blowing across the site. Although odour was detected about the site, the 
strength of the wind caused it to quickly dissipate.  

The stormwater system was inspected and was found to be discharging. The subsurface drainage pipe has 
been dug up and removed. An open drain had been installed in its place. This allowed the stormwater to 
discharge through the open drain to the rear of the property, where it enters a small sediment pond before 
discharging into the receiving environment.  

It was communicated that vegetation needs to be encouraged to grow within the open drain to assist in 
treating the stormwater by filtering out sediment and uptake of nutrients. The installation of check dams 
within the open drain would also assist with stormwater retention and treatment.  

Samples of stormwater discharge were collected to assess compliance with resource consent conditions. It 
was communicated that a small area at the back of the main storage shed needs to be cleaned up. This area 
is used for drum storage and some hydrocarbon staining was observed as a result of accidental discharges 
from the storage drums. The site manager agreed to arrange a general clean-up of this area. 

12 March 2020 

An inspection was undertaken to assess compliance with resource consent held by the facility. At the time of 
inspection there was no odour on site. All worm beds were covered. No discharge was occurring from the 
stormwater system. The site was relatively clean and tidy. No issues to note. The site was found to be 
compliant with its consent at the time of inspection. 
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2.2 Results of discharge monitoring 

2.2.1 Surface water monitoring – Wetland treatment system discharge  
The Company holds consent 5838-2.2; to discharge waste material to land for composting and treated 
stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land, in circumstances where 
contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed tributary of 
the Haehanga Stream.  

In this section of the report, the direct discharge monitoring to the unnamed tributary of the Haehanga 
Stream is reported (Table 3).  

The Wetland Treatment System (WTS) (Figure 2) functions by pumping primarily ammonia-enriched fluid 
from the paunch mixing pond, to the top of a multi-tiered wetland treatment system which has been 
planted with the bulrush raupō. This effectively treats the ammonia-enriched water though assimilation, 
while the dense planting of the raupō enables it to act as a filter. Downstream of the tiered raupō wetland is 
sample location IND003008.  

Table 3 IND003008 wetland treatment system discharge monitoring 2019-2020 

Site: IND003008 
Wetland treatment system discharge 
to un-named tributary of Haehanga 
Stream  

Consent limit 
5838-2.2 

condition 24  
IND003008 IND003008 IND003008 IND003008 IND003008

  Collected 

  

30 Aug 
2019 06 Nov 2019 06 Mar 2020 08 May 2020 30 Jun 2020

Parameter Time 10:43 No DS  No DS  11:46 09:59 
Chloride g/m3 19.8 - - 27 28 
Electrical Conductivity 
(EC) 

µS/cm 539  -  - 394 580 
mS/m 53.9  -  - 39.4 58 

Free Ammonia as N g/m3  0.23  -  - 0.0183 0.083 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 4.7  -  - 1.75 2.5 
pH pH Units 6-9 pH 7.7  -  - 7.3 7.4 
Sample Temperature °C   11.6  -  - 15 10.5 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 21  -  - 3.3 15.6 
Total Suspended Solids g/m3 ≤ 100 g/m3 9  -  - 16 10 

• The monitoring results were complaint with consent 5838-2.2, condition 24, on three of five 
sampling rounds undertaken on the WTS.  

• On two occasions the WTS was not discharging.  

2.2.2 Surface water monitoring – HHG000103 post mixing zone  
The WTS (IND003008) discharges into the unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream. It is then monitored 
by consent 58383-2.2, condition 25, at surface water monitoring location HHG000103 (Figure 4), which is 40 
metres downstream from the discharge.  

Condition 25 states:  

Discharges from the Wetland Treatment System shall not give rise to any of the following effects in the 

unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, after a mixing zone of 40 m, at established monitoring site 

HHG000103. 

a. A rise in filtered carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand of more than 2.00 g/m3 

b. A level of un-ionised ammonia greater than 0.025 g/m3  
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c. The production of any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams or floatable or suspended 

materials; 

d. Any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; 

e. Any emission of objectionable odour; 

f. The rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; and 

g. Any significant adverse effects on aquatic life. 

Table 4 Surface water monitoring post WTS HHG000103 

 
Site 5838-2.2 

condition 
25  

HHG000103 HHG000103 HHG000103 HHG000103 HHG000103
Collected 30 Aug 2019 06 Nov 2019 06 Mar 2020 08 May 2020 30 Jun 2020

Parameter Time 10:56 13:18 08:52 11:38 10:08 
Electrical 
Conductivity (EC) 

µS/cm 

 

237 224 257 227 209 
mS/m 23.7 22.4 25.7 22.7 20.9 

Sample Temperature °C 9.8 15.5 15.3 11.3 10.4 

pH pH Units 7.4 7.3 7.1 7 7.2 

Dissolved C-
Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand (CBOD5) 

g O2/m3 ≤ 2.0 < 1.0 < 1.0 < 1.0 < 1.0 < 1.0 

Chloride g/m3 
 

13.7 11.1 13.1 17.3 15.5 
Total Suspended 
Solids g/m3 7 5 8 7 30 

Free Ammonia as N g/m3  ≤ 0.025 0.0156 0.00035 0.0003 0.00109 0.0028 

Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3  3.3 0.057 0.088 0.51 0.84 

• All five rounds were compliant with condition 25 of consent 5838-2.2.  
• This is the third year the WTS has been compliant during sampling rounds.  

2.2.3 Surface water monitoring of the Haehanga Stream and associated unnamed 
tributaries  

The Haehanga Stream and associated unnamed tributaries were monitored on five occasions (SW1- SW5) 
this monitoring period. Two reduced surveys of four sites (reduced SW 1 and SW 2) on the Haehanga 
Stream and the duck pond (URUTIDP) (Figure 2) were also conducted during the peak summer months. The 
surface water monitoring locations are provided in Figure 4.  

Please note that total petroleum hydrocarbons (C7-C9, C10-C14, C15-C36 and C7-C36), as well as benzene, 
toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes (m, p and o), (BTEX), were tested for on five sampling rounds at nine 
monitoring sites. No results were recorded above the laboratory defined limit of detection (LOD) across 
these five rounds. These results have not been tabulated in this report.  
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Table 5 Surface water monitoring round 1 30/08/2019 

SW 1 
30/08/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Electrical 
Conductivity 

(EC) 
Temperature pH 

Dissolved C-
Biochemical Oxygen 

Demand (CBOD5) 
Chloride 

Site Time µS/cm °C pH Units g O2/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >2.0 >150 

HHG000090 10:05 154 9.4 7.3 < 1.0 10.3 
HHG000093 10:18 165 10.3 7.3 < 1.0 11.6 
HHG000097 11:03 186 8.7 7.4 < 1.0 12 
HHG000098 10:54 181 9.2 7.3 < 1.0 12.3 
HHG000099 10:27 260 9.7 7.6 < 1.0 13.2 
HHG000100 10:32 204 10.1 7.3 < 1.0 13.7 
HHG000103 10:56 237 9.8 7.4 < 1.0 13.7 
HHG000106 11:10 263 12.4 7.3 < 1.0 18.6 
HHG000109 11:22 222 10.5 7.4 < 1.0 15.4 
HHG000115 11:28 225 10.6 7.5 < 1.0 16.3 
HHG000150 11:46 251 9.8 7.2 < 1.0 25 
HHG000160 12:16 246 10.9 7.3 < 1.0 24 
HHG000165 11:58 200 11 7.2 < 1.0 19.9 
HHG000168 12:04 242 10.5 7.3 < 1.0 24 
HHG000190 12:25 239 10.8 7.3 < 1.0* 23 

30/08/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Total Sodium 
Total 

Suspended 
Solids 

Free 
Ammonia 

as N 
Total Ammoniacal-N Nitrate-N 

+ Nitrite-N 

Site Time g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >0.025   

HHG000090 10:05 9.6 6 0.00004 0.011 0.095 
HHG000093 10:18 10 6 0.00028 0.08 0.104 
HHG000097 11:03  NR 21 0.00031 0.075 0.083 
HHG000098 10:54  NR 6 0.00053 0.149  NR 
HHG000099 10:27  NR 67 0.00096 0.139  NR 
HHG000100 10:32 10.5 27 0.00055 0.142 0.098 
HHG000103 10:56  NR 7 0.0156 3.3  NR 
HHG000106 11:10  NR  NR 0.0023 0.55  NR 
HHG000109 11:22  NR  NR 0.0034 0.63  NR 
HHG000115 11:28 12.2  NR 0.0035 0.62 0.34 
HHG000150 11:46 14.1 15 0.0024 0.8 0.42 
HHG000160 12:16 14 17 0.0031 0.75 0.44 
HHG000165 11:58 12.7 9 0.00062 0.195 0.198 
HHG000168 12:04 13.9 18 0.0026 0.7 0.43 
HHG000190 12:25  NR  NR 0.0025 0.6  NR 

NR= now results  *= non filtered carbonaceous oxygen demand  

On consent 5838-2.2, condition 11, exceedance was recorded in surface water monitoring round 1 (Table 5). 
The monitoring indicated an increase in minerality from top to bottom of catchment, demonstrated by 
increasing conductivity and chloride concentrations. Notable ammonia was recorded post the WTS at 
monitoring location HHG000103. Note this is a consented discharge which was discussed in the previous 
section.  
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Table 6 Surface water monitoring round 2 06/11/2019 

SW2 06/11/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Electrical 
Conductivity 

(EC) 

Sample 
Temperature pH 

Dissolved C-
Biochemical 

Oxygen Demand 
(CBOD5) 

Chloride 

Site Time µS/cm °C pH Units g O2/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >2.0 >150 

HHG000090 12:54 179 17.7 7.3 < 1.0 9.5 
HHG000093 12:46 195 19.6 7.3 < 1.0 13 
HHG000097 13:26 203 12.9 7.2 < 1.0 10.7 
HHG000098 13:07 223 16.3 7.3 < 1.0 11.1 
HHG000099 12:37 289 17.5 7.5 < 1.0 16.2 
HHG000100 12:32 294 18.2 7.4 < 1.0 26 
HHG000103 13:18 224 15.5 7.3 < 1.0 11.1 
HHG000106 12:26 399 18.8 7.2 < 1.0 48 
HHG000109 12:02 256 17.9 7.3 < 1.0 25 
HHG000115 09:05 323 14.9 7.3 < 1.0 33 
HHG000150 08:53 408 18.3 7 < 1.0 62 
HHG000160 8:43 388 17.7 7 < 1.0 58 
HHG000165 8:30 234 14.6 6.9 < 1.0 22 
HHG000168 8:37 365 17.3 7 < 1.0 52 
HHG000190 08:15 338 16.5 7.2 1.38* 47 

06/11/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Total Sodium Total Suspended 
Solids 

Free 
Ammonia as 

N 

Total 
Ammoniacal-N 

Nitrate-N 
+ Nitrite-N 

Site Time g/m3 g/m3 g/m3  g/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >0.025   

HHG000090 12:54 12.6 11 < 0.00007 < 0.010 < 0.002 
HHG000093 12:46 13.3 5 0.0026 0.35 0.137 
HHG000097 13:26  NR 4 0.00044 0.125 0.182 
HHG000098 13:07  NR 6 0.00036 0.067  NR  
HHG000099 12:37  NR 7 0.0024 0.24  NR 
HHG000100 12:32 16.3 8 0.0119 1.49 0.3 
HHG000103 13:18  NR 5 0.00035 0.057  NR 
HHG000106 12:26  NR NR 0.0094 1.75  NR 
HHG000109 12:02  NR NR 0.0037 0.55  NR 
HHG000115 09:05 20 NR 0.0057 0.98 0.77 
HHG000150 08:53 28 14 0.0035 0.99 0.93 
HHG000160 8:43 26 8 0.00197 0.59 1.01 
HHG000165 8:30 17.5 4 0.00028 0.125 0.41 
HHG000168 8:37 25 79 0.00184 0.51 1.08 
HHG000190 08:15  NR NR 0.00144 0.31  NR 

NR= no result  *= non filtered carbonaceous oxygen demand 

The results of surface water monitoring round 2 (Table 6) did not record a non-compliance with consent 
5838-2.2, condition 11. Of note is the increasing conductivity recorded down the catchment which doubles 
from the top to bottom site. Chloride values increased four-fold across the same area however, it remained 
below the consent maximum of 150 g/m3. Un-ionised ammonia values remained below the consent value of 
0.025 g/m3 across all sites.  

Two reduced surface water monitoring rounds (Tables 7 and 8) were undertaken in December 2019 and 
January 2020. These were aimed at the low flow conditions and due to the operator accepting a 
considerable volume of chicken carcasses. This product was the result in a mass mortality incident from a 
chicken shed in Auckland. 
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Table 7 Reduced surface water sampling round 1 05/12/2019 

05/12/2020 
Reduced SW 1 

Site Consent 
5838-2.2 
condition 

11 

HHG000090 HHG000106 URUTIDP HHG000150 HHG000190

Collected 05 Dec 2019 05 Dec 2019 05 Dec 
2019 05 Dec 2019 05 Dec 2019

Parameter Time 10:47 11:15 11:40 10:05 12:30 
Electrical Conductivity 
(EC) µS/cm 

  
168 340 927 332 270 

Sample Temperature °C 19.5 18.9 20 18.3 19.2 
pH pH Units 7.3 7.1 7.7 7.1 7.2 
Carbonaceous 
Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand (CBOD5) 

g O2/m3 >2.0 < 1.0 < 1.0 7.1 1.4 1.2 

Chloride g/m3 >150 9.8 33 220 46 27 
Total Sodium g/m3 

  
11.2 17.1 71 19.4 17.8 

Escherichia coli cfu / 
100mL 220 3000 900 2200 4000 

Free Ammonia as N g/m3  >0.025 < 0.00008 0.0052 0.0015 0.0058 0.00125 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3   < 0.010 1.03 0.073 1.3 0.2 

The December 2019 monitoring round did not record an exceedance with condition 11 of consent 5838-2.2. 
It was noted that the duck pond did record a significant value for oxygen demand, chloride and to a lesser 
extent sodium. E. coli was measurable, however ducks frequent this pond, as such marked E. coli 

concentrations would be expected. The specific consent condition is related to effects within the Haehanga 
Stream.  

The stream monitoring did record E. coli at the three lower sites which were significantly elevated when 
compared to the top monitoring site (HHG000090). It is further noted that E. coli concentrations are 
specifically related to human health effects, and recreational water quality. Elevated E. coli levels adversely 
affect human health and limit recreational use of the stream. 

Table 8 Reduced surface water sampling round 2 21/01/2020 

21/01/2020 
Reduced SW 2 

Site Consent 
5838-2.2 
condition 

11 

HHG000090 HHG000106 URUTIDP HHG000150 HHG000190
Collected 21 Jan 2020 21 Jan 2020 21 Jan 2020 21 Jan 2020 21 Jan 2020

Parameter Time 11:20 10:30 10:00 09:35 08:30 
Electrical Conductivity 
(EC) µS/cm 

  
182 327 941 457 331 

Sample Temperature °C 19.5 18.6 19.8 22.4 18.9 
pH pH Units 7.3 7.4 7.9 7.4 7.1 
Carbonaceous 
Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand (cBOD5) 

g O2/m3 >2.0 < 1.0 < 1.0 3.6 2.1 1.3 

Chloride g/m3 >150 9.4 26 210 72 37 
Total Sodium g/m3   11.9 18.8 67 29 20 
Escherichia coli cfu / 100mL 22 1600 500 1200 2500 
Free Ammonia as N g/m3  >0.025 < 0.00008 0.0025 0.0115 < 0.00012 0.00031 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3   < 0.010 0.26 0.39 < 0.010 0.073 

The follow up monitoring round conducted in January 2020 did record a slight exceedance in carbonaceous 
oxygen demand, with a value of 2.1 g O2/m3. This elevation was site specific and did not extend to the lower 
monitoring site, HHG000190. The remaining consent defined contaminants of concern were not exceeded 
within the Haehanga Stream. E. coli remained elevated at the lower sites. This analyte will be added to the 
upcoming monitoring period to further assess the annual variation over time, with a view to assessing how 
this analyte will fit within the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2020 category for 
human contact.    
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Table 9  Surface water monitoring round 3 06/03/2020 

SW3 06/03/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Electrical 
Conductivity 

(EC) 

Sample 
Temperature pH 

Dissolved C-
Biochemical 

Oxygen Demand 
(CBOD5) 

Chloride 

Site Time µS/cm °C pH Units g O2/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >2.0 >150 

HHG000090 08:34 273 18.9 7 < 1.0 15.7 
HHG000093 08:24 268 17.1 6.8 < 1.0 22 
HHG000097 08:58 262 14.4 7 < 1.0 11.9 
HHG000098 08:43 NR  NR  NR  NR  NR  
HHG000099 08:19 277 16.7 7.2 < 1.0 16.2 
HHG000100 08:12 289 16.9 7.3 < 1.0 24 
HHG000103 08:52 257 15.3 7.1 < 1.0 13.1 
HHG000106 08:04 415 15.5 7 < 1.0 44 
HHG000109 07:37 324 16.5 7 < 1.0 29 
HHG000115 07:46 327 16.5 7 < 1.0 32 
HHG000150 07:20 344 18.9 6.9 < 1.0 37 
HHG000160 07:04 325 18.3 6.9 < 1.0 34 
HHG000165 07:13 218 16.6 7 < 1.0 17.1 
HHG000168 07:18 314 18.3 7.2 < 1.0 32 
HHG000190 06:54 322 18.5 7.1 < 1.0* 30 

06/03/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Total Sodium 
Total 

Suspended 
Solids 

Free 
Ammonia as 

N 

Total 
Ammoniacal-N 

Nitrate-N 
+ Nitrite-N 

Site Time g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >0.025   

HHG000090 08:34 13.3 8 0.0001 0.027 0.011 
HHG000093 08:24 13.8 3 0.000132 0.07 0.195 
HHG000097 08:58 NR < 3 0.00019 0.074 0.178 
HHG000098 08:43 NR NR NR  NR  NR  
HHG000099 08:19 NR 14 0.0003 0.067 NR  
HHG000100 08:12 14.5 6 0.0007 0.102 0.22 
HHG000103 08:52 NR 8 0.0003 0.088 NR  
HHG000106 08:04 NR NR 0.005 1.74 NR  
HHG000109 07:37 NR NR 0.00077 0.23  NR 
HHG000115 07:46 18.4 NR 0.00099 0.33 0.34 
HHG000150 07:20 18.8 12 0.00055 0.189 0.36 
HHG000160 07:04 18 18 0.00044 0.169 0.35 
HHG000165 07:13 15.4 < 3 0.00027 0.084 0.2 
HHG000168 07:18 17.7 13 0.00066 0.133 0.35 
HHG000190 06:54 NR NR 0.00044 0.107 NR  

NR= now result *= non filtered carbonaceous oxygen demand 

Condition 11 of consent 5838-2.2 was not exceeded during the third surface water monitoring round (Table 
9). Though noted was the slight elevation of ammonia (NH4) at site HHG000106. Conductivity, chloride and 
ammonia concentrations increased down the length of the Haehanga Stream.  
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Table 10 Surface water monitoring round 4 08/05/2020 

SW4 
08/05/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Electrical 
Conductivity 

(EC) 

Sample 
Temperature pH 

Dissolved C-
Biochemical 

Oxygen Demand 
(CBOD5) 

Chloride 

Site Time µS/cm °C pH Units g O2/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >2.0 >150 

HHG000090 11:35 186 11.3 7 < 1.0 13.5 
HHG000093 11:27 192 11.6 6.9 < 1.0 14.8 
HHG000097 12:05 209 11.2 7 < 1.0 14.3 
HHG000098 11:51 177 11.6 7.4 < 1.0 15.5 
HHG000099 11:21 297 11.7 7.2 < 1.0 17.6 
HHG000100 11:17 229 11.7 7 < 1.0 17.5 
HHG000103 11:38 227 11.3 7 < 1.0 17.3 
HHG000106 11:13 286 14 7.2 < 1.0 20 
HHG000109 10:53 264 11.3 7.1 < 1.0 23 
HHG000115 11:05 271 11.6 6.9 < 1.0 23 
HHG000150 10:40 285 11.6 6.9 < 1.0 32 
HHG000160 10:27 288 11.6 7.1 < 1.0 33 
HHG000165 10:10 214 12 6.9 < 1.0 23 
HHG000168 10:15 282 11.3 6.9 < 1.0 32 
HHG000190 09:28 289 11.6 6.9 < 1.0* 33 

08/05/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Total Sodium 
Total 

Suspended 
Solids 

Free 
Ammonia as 

N 

Total 
Ammoniacal-N 

Nitrate-N 
+ Nitrite-N 

Site Time g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-
2.2 condition 11     >0.025   

HHG000090 11:35 11.1 4 0.0001 0.046 0.171 
HHG000093 11:27 11.7 4 0.000148 0.083 0.199 
HHG000097 12:05  NR 5 0.00009 0.047 0.09 
HHG000098 11:51  NR 15 0.00026 0.054 NR 
HHG000099 11:21  NR 5 0.00043 0.141 NR 
HHG000100 11:17 11.8 7 0.00043 0.21 0.21 
HHG000103 11:38  NR 7 0.00109 0.51 NR 
HHG000106 11:13  NR NR 0.00195 0.47 NR 
HHG000109 10:53  NR NR 0.00175 0.75 NR 
HHG000115 11:05 15 NR 0.00116 0.7 0.37 
HHG000150 10:40 16.6 6 0.00125 0.71 0.48 
HHG000160 10:27 16.4 9 0.00171 0.72 0.54 
HHG000165 10:10 13.7 4 0.00024 0.135 0.198 
HHG000168 10:15 16.8 8 0.00113 0.7 0.52 
HHG000190 09:28 NR  NR 0.002 1.08 NR 

NR= now result *= non filtered carbonaceous oxygen demand 

Surface water monitoring round four (Table 10) did not record any significantly elevated contaminants or 
consent exceedance when compared to condition 11 of consent 58383-2.2. In similarity to the previous 
monitoring rounds, an increasing trend in conductivity, chloride and ammonia concentrations was recorded 
down the length of the Haehanga Stream.  
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Table 11 Surface water monitoring round 5 30/06/2020 

SW5 30/06/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Electrical 
Conductivity 

(EC) 

Sample 
Temperature pH 

Dissolved C-
Biochemical 

Oxygen Demand 
(CBOD5) 

Chloride 

Site Time µS/cm °C pH Units g O2/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-2.2 
condition 11     >2.0 >150 

HHG000090 09:53 188 10.3 7.2 < 1.0 10.8 
HHG000093 09:41 194 10.3 7.3 < 1.0 13 
HHG000097 10:18 227 10.4 7.7 < 1.0 13.5 
HHG000098 10:03 174 10.4 7.3 < 1.0 13.9 
HHG000099 09:36 205 10.2 7.2 < 1.0 12.8 
HHG000100 09:30 201 10.2 7.2 < 1.0 13.6 
HHG000103 10:08 209 10.4 7.2 < 1.0 15.5 
HHG000106 09:23 221 10.4 7.2 < 1.0 13.3 
HHG000109 09:06 215 10.2 7.2 < 1.0 15.6 
HHG000115 09:01 213 10.2 7 < 1.0 15.9 
HHG000150 08:52 230 10.3 7.1 < 1.0 18.9 
HHG000160 08:45 252 10.3 7.3 < 1.0 21 
HHG000165 08:40 202 10.8 7.1 < 1.0 16.9 
HHG000168 08:35 250 10.3 7.1 < 1.0 21 
HHG000190 08:26 252 10.3 7.2 1.1* 21 

30/06/2020 

Pa
ra

m
et

er
 

Total Sodium 
Total 

Suspended 
Solids 

Free 
Ammonia as 

N 

Total 
Ammoniacal-N 

Nitrate-N 
+ Nitrite-N 

Site Time g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 g/m3 
Consent 5838-2.2 
condition 11     >0.025   

HHG000090 09:53 10 28 0.00009 0.033 0.129 
HHG000093 09:41 10.7 33 0.00124 0.33 0.147 
HHG000097 10:18 NR 51 0.00021 0.02 0.041 
HHG000098 10:03 NR 32 0.00017 0.043 NR 
HHG000099 09:36 NR 126 0.00019 0.064 NR 
HHG000100 09:30 10.5 78 0.00077 0.29 0.151 
HHG000103 10:08 NR 30 0.0028 0.84 NR 
HHG000106 09:23 NR NR 0.00045 0.144 NR 
HHG000109 09:06 NR NR 0.00193 0.61 NR 
HHG000115 09:01 11.2 NR 0.00109 0.59 0.22 
HHG000150 08:52 12.2 181 0.0021 0.95 0.3 
HHG000160 08:45 13 220 0.0048 1.21 0.35 
HHG000165 08:40 11.9 17 0.00014 0.054 0.13 
HHG000168 08:35 13.2 200 0.0028 1.14 0.34 
HHG000190 08:26 NR NR 0.0029 1.07 NR 

NR= now result *= non filtered carbonaceous oxygen demand 

No consent exceedances were recorded during the final surface water monitoring round (surface water five) 
(Table 11). Observed in the results is an increase in ammonia concentration in the final monitoring sites, 
noting that HHG000165 is a tributary joining the Haehanga Stream while HHG000160, 168 and 190 are on 
the mainstream.  
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Surface water monitoring discussion  

No petroleum related results (total petroleum hydrocarbons (C7-C9, C10-C14, C15-C36, C7-C36), or benzene, 
toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes (BTEX)) were recorded above the laboratory defined limit of detection (LOD), 
across all five surface water monitoring rounds this monitoring period. 

One slight exceedance in oxygen demand was identified during the current monitoring of the Haehanga 
Stream and associated unnamed tributaries. The remaining parameters of concern were found to be below 
the consent defined concentrations. The exceedance was found during the reduced monitoring round 2, 
undertaken in January 2020. The concentration reported 2.1 g O2/m3 was recorded at HHG000150, the limit 
is 2.0 g O2/m3. 

During the previous monitoring period (2018-2019) elevated contaminants (ammonia, sodium, chloride and 
oxygen demand) were recorded in the surface waters of the Haehanga Stream, this was the result of a 
breech in the side of the bund of the drilling mud pad. Post the subsequent repair works, late March 2019, 
there have been no significant exceedances in consent conditions or elevated contaminates of concern 
within the surface waters of the Haehanga Stream.  

Of note, E. coli concentrations were elevated during the reduced summer monitoring rounds of the 
Haehanga Stream. E.coli concentrations within the Mimitangiatua River are not currently quantified. As such 
further quantifying the base loading within both the Mimitangiatua River and the Haehanga Stream for 
E.coli is an area to expand monitoring to in the 2020-2021 monitoring period and beyond. This will seek to 
assess the influence of the Haehanga Stream, if any, on the Mimitangiatua River from an E.coli perspective. 
Noting that E. coli is a human health and recreational water quality related issue, as well as stock watering.  

In terms of the Haehanga Stream and the 2019-2020 monitoring, there were incremental increases in 
chloride and ammonia down through the length of the Haehanga Stream. It is further noted that these 
increases were within consent conditions. Figure 6 demonstrates the increase in conductivity within the 
surface water as a result of the consent holders operations. Similar increases in chloride were also recorded 
(Figure 7).  

  
Figure 6 Conductivity uS/cm by site Haehanga Stream 2019-2020 
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Figure 7 Chloride g/m3 by site Haehanga Stream 2019-2020 

In terms of ammonia throughout the catchment, Figure 8 demonstrates the ammonia concentrations at sites 
throughout the catchment, please note these results have been adjusted to a pH 8 as required by the NPS-
FM 2020 guidelines for comparison with the guidelines. Note that the elevated result at HHG000103, relates 
to monitoring below the WTS. This peak was compliant with the consent condition in regard to un-ionised 
ammonia (Section 2.2.2).  

 
Figure 8 Total ammoniacal nitrogen (adjusted pH 8) g/m3 by site Haehanga Stream 2019-2020 

However, what is apparent is the increase in ammonia concentration down through the catchment. The 
increase is particularly apparent when the influence of HHG000165 is taken into account. Please note that 
HHG00165 is a monitoring location on an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream which flows from an 
undeveloped area of site, located to the east of the main gate.  The corresponding low ammonia 
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concentrations recorded are likely due to no operations occurring in the catchment above HHG000165 and 
would therefore represent an un-impacted catchment.  

The results for ammonia at HHG000165 remained of low concentration throughout the monitoring period. 
In contrast, on the main stem of the Haehanga Stream, the ammonia concentration at the lower sites of 
HHG000160, HHG000168 and HHG000190 demonstrated increasing concentration down through the 
catchment.  

The NPS-FM 2020 determines the attribute state for rivers and lakes for water quality in terms of ammonia 
toxicity (Figure 9). The Council has assessed ammonia at HHG000150 since 2010. The requirement for 
comparison to the NPS-FM attribute state for ammonia is a minimum of 30 sample results over a three year 
period. These sample results must also be adjusted to a pH of 8. The attribute state has two guidelines, an 
annual median and an annual maximum, which are classified into four bands, A, B, C and D (Figure 9).   

Analysis of ammonia at HHG000150 over the past three years recorded a median concentration of 0.30 
g/m3. In the current monitoring period, including the mini surveys, the median concentration was recorded 
at 0.36 g/m3.  This would place HHG000150 and specifically the Haehanga Stream firmly above the national 
bottom line for ammoniacal nitrogen (>0.24 g/m3) annual median (pH 8 adjusted). Noting in the data set 
this year the annual maximum of 0.40 g/m3 at HHG000150 was exceeded on three of seven occasions.  

Owing to this, further work is required by the Company to improve the quality of the water within the 
Haehanga Stream and the monitoring programme will be adjusted to accommodate this. It is further noted 
that the NPS-FM 2020 came into force in September 2020, which is outside of the date of this monitoring 
report (1 July 2019 – 30 June 2020). However, considering this is current legislation it serves as goal setting 
for the consent holder, as this will serve as an assessment tool moving forward.   

  
Figure 9 Ammonia toxicity ecosystem health (rivers and lakes) NPSFM 2020 

*Note 1 mg/l = 1 g/m3 
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2.2.4 Drilling mud pad (pad 3) irrigation pond monitoring  
Leachate generated from both pad 1 (greenwaste pad) and pad 3 (drilling mud pad) flow through a series of 
sediment collection ponds prior to reaching the final pond (Figure 2), termed the irrigation pond. From here, 
the leachate collected in the final pond is irrigated across the irrigation paddocks (Figure 5) which is now a 
total of 13.18 ha. This increased from 7.0 Ha in the last monitoring (2019-2020) period. The analysis of the 
five rounds of monitoring from the irrigation is presented in Table 12.  

Table 12 IND002044 irrigation pond monitoring 2019-2020 
RNZ Uruti irrigation pond  
IND002044 Collected 30 Aug 

2019 
06 Nov 

2019 
06 Mar 
2020 

08 May 
2020 

30 Jun 
2020 

  Time 11:37 12:12 07:58 10:50 09:15 
Sample Temperature °C 12.7 22.5 19.5 13.8 11.4 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 5,520 8,260 11,830 6,900 7,920 
pH pH Units 7.6 7.9 8 7.8 7.8 
Total Sodium g/m3 210 300 540 350 290 
Total Calcium g/m3 177 300 280 220 200 
Total Magnesium g/m3 29 45 56 50 45 
Sodium Absorption Ratio 
(Total)   3.9 4.2 7.7 5.6 4.9 

Total Potassium g/m3 360 790 1,210 560 520 
Chloride g/m3 920 1,450 2,700 1,430 990 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 0.6 0.67 0.48 0.29 0.38 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.41 0.23 0.37 0.3 0.33 
Total Barium g/m3 0.75 0.76 0.77 0.44 0.42 
Acid Soluble Lead g/m3 0.004 0.011 0.007 0.008 0.005 
Dissolved Arsenic g/m3 0.059 0.075 0.075 0.115 0.16 
Dissolved Cadmium g/m3 < 0.00010 < 0.0003 < 0.0003 < 0.0003 < 0.00053 
Dissolved Chromium g/m3 0.052 0.019 0.03 0.024 0.042 
Dissolved Copper g/m3 0.0049 < 0.003 0.005 0.008 0.0092 
Dissolved Lead g/m3 0.0009 < 0.0005 0.0017 0.0017 0.002 
Dissolved Mercury g/m3 < 0.00008 < 0.00008 < 0.00008 < 0.00008 < 0.00008 
Dissolved Nickel g/m3 0.041 0.061 0.093 0.05 0.048 
Dissolved Zinc g/m3 0.005 < 0.005 0.008 0.019 0.016 
Carbonaceous Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand (CBOD5) g O2/m3 570 550 300 660 1340 

Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 320 400 550 360 570 
Free Ammonia as N g/m3  3.1 15.1 22 6.2 6.6 
Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) g/m3 300 410 580 360 570 
Total Nitrogen g/m3 300 410 580 360 570 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 0.015 0.006 0.009 0.025 0.12 
C7 - C9 g/m3 0.28 0.56 0.6 0.34 0.27 
C10 - C14 g/m3 0.5 0.7 < 1.0 < 0.4 < 0.4 
C15 - C36 g/m3 1.7 3 10 1 1.3 
Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 2.5 4.2 11 1.7 1.9 
Benzene g/m3 0.032 0.0142 0.071 0.042 0.139 
Toluene g/m3 0.132 0.57 0.69 0.25 0.29 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 0.01 0.0062 0.0077 0.0122 0.0153 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 0.063 0.041 0.052 0.075 0.096 
o-Xylene g/m3 0.025 0.0139 0.0195 0.029 0.035 

Condition 10 of consent 5838-2.2 requires the irrigation wastewater to not exceed 5% (50,000 mg/l) total 
petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) and a sodium absorption ratio (SAR) not exceeding 18 SAR.  
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The results indicated compliance with condition 20 on the five occasions monitored. The maximum TPH 
content was 11 g/m3 and the maximum SAR content was 7.7.  

Across the five monitoring rounds the constituents concentrations within the irrigation pond were reported 
as follows:  

• The temperature across the five rounds ranged 11.4 – 22.5°C 
• Electrical conductivity ranged 6,900 – 55,520 µS/cm. 
• pH results ranged 7.6 – 8.0 pH.  
• Total sodium ranged 210 - 540 g/m3.  
• Total calcium ranged 177 - 300 g/m3.  
• Total magnesium ranged 29 – 56 g/m3.  
• Total potassium ranged 360- 1,210 g/m3.  
• Chloride ranged 920 – 2,700 g/m3.  
• Acid soluble barium ranged 0.29 – 0.67 g/m3.  
• Dissolved barium ranged 0.23 – 0.41 g/m3.  
• Total barium ranged 0.42 – 0.77 g/m3.  
• Acid soluble lead ranged 0.004 – 0.011 g/m3.  
• Dissolved arsenic ranged 0.059 – 0.16 g/m3.  
• Dissolved cadmium results were below the laboratory defined limit of detection (LOD) on all five 

occasions.  
• Dissolved chromium results ranged 0.019 – 0.052 g/m3.  
• Dissolved copper results ranged from below the LOD through to 0.0092 g/m3.  
• Dissolved lead ranged from below the LOD through to 0.0017 g/m3.  
• Dissolved mercury was below the LOD on all five occasions.  
• Dissolved nickel ranged from 0.041 – 0.093 g/m3.  
• Dissolved zinc ranged from below the LOD through to 0.019 g/m3.  
• Carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand remained significantly elevated within the irrigation 

pond, ranging from 300 – 1,340 g O2/m3.  
• Total ammoniacal nitrogen ranged from 320 – 570 g/m3.  
• Free ammonia ranged from 3.1 – 22 g/m3.  
• Total kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN) and total nitrogen (TN) ranged 300 – 580 g/m3.  
• In terms of petroleum hydrocarbons:  

o C7-C9 ranged 0.27 – 0.6 g/m3.  
o C10-C14 ranged from below the LOD through to 0.7 g/m3.  
o C15-C36 ranged 1 – 10g/m3. 
o C7-C36 ranged from 1.7- 11 g/m3.  

• In terms of benzene, the recorded range was 0.0142 – 0.139 g/m3.  
• Toluene ranged 0.25 – 0.69 g/m3.  
• Ethylbenzene ranged 0.0062 – 0.01 g/m3.  
• M & p xylene ranged from 0.041 – 0.096 g/m3.  
• O- xylene ranged from 0.025 – 0.035 g/m3.  
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2.2.4.1 Applications of irrigation fluid 
The analysis of the irrigation fluid (Table 12) allows an estimate of the likely quantity of the contaminants 
discharged to land within the Uruti site. The irrigation areas are defined in Figure 5. The total irrigation area 
is 13.18 ha. Prior to this development occurring there was 7.0 ha available. Please note that the increased 
irrigation areas were not fully utilised by the consent holder this monitoring period.  

The total volume of fluid discharged to land, by area, is tabulated in the following Figure 10. In the 2019-
2020 monitoring period the Company discharged a total 19,410 m3 of fluid to land. This would average out 
across the total irrigation area as 1,472 m3 per ha. 

However, as the Company did not have the total area size available for irrigation, some irrigation areas 
received more fluid than others.  

In this monitoring period area U3 received the highest application of fluid, with an annual discharge volume 
of 5,715 m3, this was followed by area U2 with 4,575 m3.  

 
Figure 10 2019-2020 irrigation fluid discharge quantity (m3) by area 

The following Figure 11 provides an estimate of the total nitrogen (in kg) per ha by irrigation area.  

 
Figure 11 Estimated total nitrogen in kg per ha by irrigation area 2019-2020 
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The estimated results demonstrate that an exceedingly high concentration of nitrogen has been put to land 
across the irrigation areas in the 2019-2020 monitoring period. Three irrigation areas received equal to or in 
excess of 800 kg/ N/ ha, these were L1, U1, U2 and U3. In the case of L1 and U3, the estimated loading was 
close to (in the case of L1) 1,200 kg N/ha. In the case of U3, in excess of 1,200 kg/N/ha.  

The consent holder proposes to mitigate the elevated nitrogen applications by utilising a baleage cut and 
carry policy. This is proposed to remove between 287-407 kg N/ha6.  

In terms of chloride loading applications (Figure 12), six irrigation areas (L1 – L3 and U1 – U3) received in 
excess of 1,500 kg of chloride per Ha. In the case of L1 (3,700 kg Cl/ha) and U3 (4,000 kg Cl/ha), the 
applications were high.  

Considering the total irrigation area is now 13.18 ha. The estimated average chloride concentrations 
throughout the monitoring year was estimated at 1,498 g/m3. When divided by the total area, the applicant 
could discharge a total of 2,206 kg/ha, which is still high if each area had an equal quantity discharged.  

 
Figure 12 Estimated chloride applications in kg per ha by area 2019-2020 

Drilling mud and produced water is the main source of the elevated chloride within the irrigation fluid. The 
consent holder will cease the acceptance of any drilling waste related material on the 31 December 2020. 
This is proposed to reduce the chloride loading in the long term.  

It should be noted drilling mud remains in significant volumes on the drilling mud pad and this will continue 
to be a source of chloride on the site. Chloride will continue to be monitored within the programme despite 
the site no longer receiving drilling mud.   
  

                                                        
6 Table – 24 Land Pro Ltd 2020- Application to Taranaki Regional Council for Renewal of Resource Consents Revision 17 –Final 
26 June 2020 
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2.2.5 Groundwater monitoring  
Groundwater monitoring was undertaken across the seven monitoring wells on four occasions this 
monitoring period. This was increased from biannual in the 2018-2019 monitoring period. The location of 
the groundwater monitoring wells is provided in Figure 3. The analysis of the four rounds is provided in the 
following Tables 13-19. 

Table 13 Monitoring well GND2188 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND 2188  Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 10:30 09:40 08:20 09:05 
Sample Temperature °C 14.2 15.3 16 14.7 
LEVEL m 1.31 1.58 2.635 0.595 
pH pH Units 6.7 6.8 6.9 5.9 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 744 1,785 1,445 711 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 < 0.11 0.34 0.26 < 0.11 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.102 0.3 0.151 0.112 
Chloride g/m3 111 330 230 116 
Total Sodium g/m3 32 74 62 36 
Total Magnesium g/m3 17.8 41 34 16.1 
Total Calcium g/m3 67 153 148 51 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 470 1,230 1,000 420 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 2.1 17.4 5.2 0.4 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.0031 0.037 0.0149 0.000105 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 0.009 0.025 0.01 18.8 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 0.0093 0.0048 < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 0.0024 0.98 0.131 < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 0.003 < 0.002 < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 0.0013 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 0.71 < 0.10 < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 
Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 

GND2188, the old control bore prior to the company extending the upper irrigation area (U3). The analysis 
indicated an increase in analyte concentrations in the summer months, when the groundwater level has 
decreased due to the summer low flows. This monitoring well recorded a significant degree of variation 
throughout the year. Of note:  

• pH analysis indicated the groundwater was marginally below neutral in three of four monitoring 
rounds (6.7-6.9 pH), prior to decreasing (5.9 pH) in the final monitoring round.  

• Chloride analysis increased three fold during the monitoring year, peaking in October 2019 prior to 
reducing, with a range of 111- 330 g/m3. The high value, 330 g/m3, is the second most elevated 
result in this data set over time.  

• Total dissolved solids ranged 420 -1,230 g/m3. The high value, 1,230 g/m3 is the most elevated 
result recorded at this location, this was recorded during the February 2020 monitoring round.  

• Total ammoniacal nitrogen results followed a similar pattern to TDS, though the elevated result was 
recorded in October 2019, with a value of 17.4 g/m3. Noting this is the most elevated result for 
ammoniacal nitrogen in the data set. The lowest result (0.4 g/m3) was observed in the final 
monitoring round, June 2020.   
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• Nitrate/nitrate nitrogen (NNN) concentrations remained <1.0 g/m3 in three of four monitoring 
rounds. The final monitoring round (June 2020) recorded a value of 18.8 g/m3, which is the most 
elevated result for this analyte at this location.  

• In terms of benzene, trace concentrations were recorded on two occasions (October 2019 and 
February 2020).  

• Trace toluene was recorded on three consecutive occasions August 2019 – through to February 
2020, prior to reducing to below the laboratory limit of detection (LOD).  

• M, P and Oxylene were recorded on one occasion (October 2019) at trace concentrations.  
• In terms of petroleum hydrocarbons, C7-C9 was recorded on one occasion, October 2019.  

Table 14 Monitoring well GND2189 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND2189  Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 11:00 10:30 09:00 09:45 
Sample Temperature °C 12.7 14 15.9 13.7 
LEVEL m 0.35 0.79 1.69 0.26 
pH pH Units 6.2 5.8 6.3 5.8 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 631 942 894 579 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 0.42 0.55 0.48 0.25 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.44 0.52 0.46 0.26 
Chloride g/m3 139 240 154 143 
Total Sodium g/m3 39 64 62 41 
Total Magnesium g/m3 7 16.4 16.8 9.1 
Total Calcium g/m3 33 58 65 33 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 430 710 550 330 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 2.4 1.18 1.29 0.35 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.001 0.00022 0.00097 0.000065 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 0.36 0.003 0.006 0.055 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 0.0022 < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 
Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 

GND2189, located on the north side of area U1. The water level of this monitoring well is the closest to the 
surface (0.26 m, June 2020), of all of the seven monitoring wells in this data set. It also contains the least 
range of water depth (1.69 m). Of note: 

• pH analysis indicated the groundwater remained acidic in the four monitoring rounds (6.3- 5.8 pH).  
• Barium concentrations (both acid soluble and dissolved) ranged from 0.25 to 0.52 g/m3 
• Chloride values recorded a peak concentration of 240 g/m3 in October 2019. This value is the most 

elevated in this data set since January 2015, prior to reducing by the final monitoring round.  
• Total dissolved solids followed similar trend to the chloride, with a value of 710 g/m3, in October 

2019.  
• Ammoniacal nitrogen was recorded at low concentrations, (<2.5 g/m3). 
• One trace value for toluene was recorded 0.0022 g/m3, February 2020.  
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Table 15 Monitoring well GND2190 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND2190  Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 12:15 12:10 10:30 11:05 
Sample Temperature °C 13.2 15 17 14.2 
LEVEL m 0.37 0.985 2.122 0.27 
pH pH Units 5.7 5.7 6 5.4 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 3,150 2,990 3,260 2,990 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 2.1 1.77 1.74 1.46 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 2.1 1.74 1.75 1.73 
Chloride g/m3 900 870 920 880 
Total Sodium g/m3 250 250 260 250 
Total Magnesium g/m3 22 22 23 19 
Total Calcium g/m3 177 166 179 149 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 2,100 2,100 2,300 1,720 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 1.06 0.83 1.13 0.38 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.000149 0.000138 0.00045 0.000032 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 17.9 3.2 0.105 1.59 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 

Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 

GND2190, located on the north eastern edge of irrigation area L2. Historically this has been the most 
impacted well from irrigation applications over time.  

• pH analysis indicated the groundwater remained acidic for the duration of the monitoring period 
(6.0-5.4 pH) the most acidic was recorded in the final monitoring round (5.4 pH).  

• The monitoring recorded the most elevated concentrations of barium (acid soluble and dissolved) 
in the data set (2.1 g/m3, July 2019), prior to reducing slightly by the end of the monitoring period, 
1.46 g/m3, acid soluble and 1.73 g/m3, dissolved.  

• Chloride analysis remained elevated for groundwater, ranging at a stable range of 870-920 g/m3 
across the four rounds.  

• Sodium was also elevated when compared to the other monitoring locations, ranging 250-260 
g/m3.  

• Total dissolved solids ranged 1,720-2,300 g/m3. The second highest result for this analyte across the 
monitoring wells on site.  

• Nitrate/nitrite nitrogen (NNN) ranged 0.105-17.9 g/m3 during the four monitoring rounds.  
• No petroleum hydrocarbon or benzene toluene, ethylbenzene or xylenes (BTEX) were recorded 

across the four monitoring rounds.  
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Table 16 Monitoring well GND3007 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND3007 Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 13:25 13:30 11:55 12:35 
Sample Temperature °C 13 14.4  Dry well 14 
LEVEL m 1.86 2.115   1.53 
pH pH Units 5.9 5.6   6.7 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 141 177   197 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 < 0.11 < 0.11   < 0.11 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.026 0.035   0.039 
Chloride g/m3 19.4 27   8.6 
Total Sodium g/m3 8.6 10.2   18.6 
Total Magnesium g/m3 3 4.1   2.5 
Total Calcium g/m3 9.5 12.6   18.5 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 90 112   124 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 0.135 0.023   0.022 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.000032 < 0.000010   0.000032 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002   0.085 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010   < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010   < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010   < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002   < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010   < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 < 0.10   < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2   < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4   < 0.4 

Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 < 0.7   < 0.7 

GND3007 is located at the base of the Haehanga catchment, close to the state highway. On one occasion 
(February 2020) this monitoring well was not sampled due to insufficient water within the well. Three 
monitoring rounds were undertaken.  

• pH analysis indicated the groundwater remained on the acidic side of neutral across the initial two 
monitoring rounds (5.9-5.6 pH), though the final monitoring recorded an increase in pH (6.7 pH).  

• Acid soluble barium remained below the LOD on the three occasions monitored, this is the fourth 
occasion this analyte has been below the LOD.  

• Dissolved barium observed a slight increase across the three monitoring rounds.  
• Chloride, sodium, ammoniacal, NNN nitrogen and TDS remained of low concentrations across the 

three monitoring rounds.  
• No petroleum hydrocarbons or BTEX were recorded above the LOD across the three rounds.  
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Table 17 Monitoring well GND3008 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND3008 Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 12:50 12:50 11:10 10:45 
Sample Temperature °C 14.5 15.3 16.9 14.7 
LEVEL m 2.48 2.635 3.44 1.33 
pH pH Units 5.8 6.5 6.2 6.2 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 772 674 482 1,658 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 0.27 0.14 < 0.11 0.54 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.27 0.035 0.045 0.59 
Chloride g/m3 174 105 96 340 
Total Sodium g/m3 39 32 30 95 
Total Magnesium g/m3 21 13.9 12.2 29 
Total Calcium g/m3 51 34 31 138 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 580 410 360 1,050 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 0.66 3.4 3.2 0.85 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.000127 0.0041 0.00182 0.00042 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 2.6 0.007 < 0.002 34 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 

Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 

GND3008 is located at the northern end of the lower irrigation area (L1). In this monitoring period L1, by the 
consent holder’s records, received the second highest chloride and nitrogen applications (Tables 14 & 15). 
The following has been noted from the four monitoring rounds.  

• Electrical conductivity (EC) demonstrated a reducing then increasing concentration, with the 
elevated result observed in the final monitoring round, noting this is the most elevated result in this 
data set for this location.  

• Acid soluble barium and dissolved barium followed a similar curve, reducing to below the LOD in 
the February 2020 monitoring round in the case of the acid soluble, prior to increasing in the final 
monitoring round, with a data set high result for this location in both analytes.  

• Chloride and total dissolved solid concentrations recorded a notable increase in the final 
monitoring round. 

• Nitrate/nitrite nitrogen (NNN) concentrations remained low in three of four monitoring rounds 
prior to a significant increase in the June 2020 monitoring round.  

• No petroleum hydrocarbon or BTEX results were recorded above the LOD across the four 
monitoring rounds.  
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Table 18 Monitoring well GND3009 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND3009 Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 11:30 11:25 09:40 10:25 
Sample Temperature °C 14.1 16.1 17.1 14.9 
LEVEL m 1.95 1.85 2.625 1.95 
pH pH Units 6.4 6.5 6.4 6.6 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 3,870 3,580 3,280 1,612 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 1.1 0.89 0.85 < 0.11 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.8 0.59 0.55 0.08 
Chloride g/m3 980 910 900 114 
Total Sodium g/m3 380 340 310 59 
Total Magnesium g/m3 36 35 29 44 
Total Calcium g/m3 157 150 132 240 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 2,700 2,400 2,200 1,320 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 26 24 21 0.87 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.0179 0.028 0.022 0.00119 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 0.004 < 0.002 0.004 0.031 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 
Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 

GND3009 is located to the north of the duckpond. The result indicated the following: 

• pH remained slightly acidic, with all results below 7 pH, ranging 6.4-6.6 pH.  
• Electrical conductivity recorded reducing concentrations across the four rounds, reducing 

considerably in the final monitoring round.  
• Acid soluble barium and dissolved barium also recorded a reduction in concentrations throughout 

the monitoring period.  
• Chloride, total dissolved solids and ammoniacal nitrogen concentrations recorded a significant 

reduction, specifically in the final monitoring round.  
• No petroleum hydrocarbons or BTEX were recorded above the LOD.  
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Table 19 Monitoring well GND3010 (2019-2020) 

Site: GND3010 Collected 30 Jul 2019 31 Oct 2019 20 Feb 2020 05 Jun 2020 
Parameter Time 10:00 08:55 07:35 08:25 
Sample Temperature °C 13.6 14.3 15.4 14.3 
LEVEL m 2.12 1.989 2.88 1.645 
pH pH Units 6 5.8 6.3 5.7 
Electrical Conductivity (EC) µS/cm 223 200 387 204 
Acid Soluble Barium g/m3 < 0.11 < 0.11 < 0.11 < 0.11 
Dissolved Barium g/m3 0.04 0.042 0.006 0.05 
Chloride g/m3 21 24 10.2 24 
Total Sodium g/m3 12 13.2 20 14 
Total Magnesium g/m3 5 5.7 9.1 5.4 
Total Calcium g/m3 11.3 12.4 20 14.8 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) g/m3 123 117 250 134 
Total Ammoniacal-N g/m3 2.1 0.51 8.1 0.18 
Free Ammonia g/m3  0.0007 0.000103 0.0052 0.00003 
Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N g/m3 0.2 0.002 0.007 0.118 
Benzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Toluene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
Ethylbenzene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
m&p-Xylene g/m3 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 < 0.002 
o-Xylene g/m3 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 < 0.0010 
C7 - C9 g/m3 < 0.06 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 
C10 - C14 g/m3 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 
C15 - C36 g/m3 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 

Total hydrocarbons (C7 - C36) g/m3 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 < 0.7 

GND3010 is located above the upper irrigation area, U3. This monitoring well is proposed to be the new 
control bore, as the extension of the upper irrigation area have now impacted the previous control bore, 
GND2188.  

However, the results from the previous monitoring period (2018-2019) indicated that this well location may 
well be monitoring the upper monitoring area rather than background concentrations, as ammonia was 
recorded (9.1 g/m3, June 2019). 

The analysis recorded this monitoring period indicated the following;  

• pH remained acidic throughout the monitoring period, it fluctuated either side of pH 6, prior to 
reducing to 5.7 pH, in the final monitoring round. 

• Acid soluble barium remained below the LOD in the four monitoring rounds, while dissolved 
barium was recorded at trace concentrations.  

• Chloride and total dissolved solids fluctuated slightly, though remained at low concentrations.  
• Ammonia recorded a degree of variation across the four monitoring rounds, ranging 0.18 – 8.1 

g/m3, with the final monitoring round recording the lower value of the range.  
• No petroleum hydrocarbon or BTEX was recorded above the LOD this monitoring period.  

Groundwater discussion 

For the majority of the monitoring wells, the impacts to groundwater in terms of chloride, ammonia, total 
dissolved solids and barium appeared to be short term, and follow an annual cycle, most likely attributed to 
the hydrological cycle. Where by elevated stream flows and rainfall in the autumn and winter months appear 
to reduce the relative concentration of these target contaminants, specifically chloride.  
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The reduction in ammonia concentrations may also be in part due to the Company under taking baleage 
operations on the irrigation areas, to remove excess nitrogen, in a cut and carry manner. This method of 
nitrogen removal had been submitted in the most recent assessment of effects associated with the 
Company’s on-going consent renewal.  

Loading applications, as detailed in the Company’s irrigation records, have been significant in some areas, 
no major daylighting of nitrogen (acute elevations) has been recorded in the Haehanga Stream or 
associated unnamed tributaries during monitoring rounds, other than the consented WTS discharge. 
Though noted is the low concentration, chronic, ammonia concentrations at the lower surface water 
monitoring sites.   

Petroleum hydrocarbons and BTEX results were found also to be sporadic and of low (trace concentrations) 
with no recorded long term impacts from these parameters recorded in the groundwater.  

In the previous monitoring period GND2190 and GND3009, recorded elevated TDS, chloride and ammonia. 
In this monitoring period the ammonia impacts observed in GND3009 rapidly reduced to near trace (0.84 
g/m3, Table 21, June 2020) concentration in final monitoring round. Chloride impacts in GND2190 remain 
elevated at, or close to the 900 g/m3, with TDS also in excess of 1,500 g/m3.  

2.2.6 Irrigation area soil monitoring  
The Company irrigates fluid leachate from the irrigation pond (Section 2.2.4) to eight irrigation areas. The 
irrigation areas now total 13.18 ha (Figure 5). The Company extended an existing area (U3) and created two 
new areas (L4 and L5). The volume of fluid irrigated to these areas have been discussed in Section 2.2.4. 

In this monitoring period nine soil samples were collected, this included two baseline samples (Transects A 
and B) collected from new irrigation area L4. The baseline samples were collected prior to the irrigation area 
construction and should serve as baseline soil conditions for the majority of the site irrigation areas. The 
baseline samples had not been influenced by construction of the irrigation area, compost application, or 
long term irrigation. Area L5, transect F was collected from a newly constructed irrigation area which had yet 
to be irrigated upon, though did contain some compost application.  

Table 20 RNZ Uruti irrigation area soil sample results 2019-2020 

 Location Location 
L4 

Location 
L4 

Location
 L5 

Location 
U3 

Location 
U2 

Location 
U1 

Location  
L3 

Location 
L2 

Location 
L1 

  Description Baseline Baseline 
Disturbed 

but not 
irrigated 

Light to 
medium 
irrigation 

Medium 
irrigation

Significant 
long term 
irrigation 

Significant 
long term 
irrigation 

Significant 
long term 
irrigation 

Medium 
irrigation 

  Date 11 Nov 
2019 

11 Nov 
2019 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun  
2020 

26 Jun  
2020 

26 Jun  
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

Parameter  Unit/Time 10:38 10:56 11:30 09:50 10:20 10:50 12:00 12:30 13:00 
Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons  

Benzo[b]fluoranthene + 
Benzo[j]fluoranthene 

mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.015 < 0.013 < 0.015 < 0.014 < 0.014 < 0.014 0.013 < 0.015 < 0.014 

Perylene mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.015 < 0.013 < 0.015 0.084 < 0.014 < 0.014 < 0.013 0.048 < 0.014 

Total of Reported PAHs 
in Soil 

mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 < 0.4 

Mono aromatic hydrocarbons  

Benzene mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.07 

Toluene mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.07 

Ethylbenzene mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.07 

m&p-Xylene mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.14 < 0.11 < 0.13 < 0.12 < 0.12 < 0.13 < 0.12 < 0.13 < 0.13 
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 Location Location 
L4 

Location 
L4 

Location
 L5 

Location 
U3 

Location 
U2 

Location 
U1 

Location  
L3 

Location 
L2 

Location 
L1 

  Description Baseline Baseline 
Disturbed 

but not 
irrigated 

Light to 
medium 
irrigation 

Medium 
irrigation

Significant 
long term 
irrigation 

Significant 
long term 
irrigation 

Significant 
long term 
irrigation 

Medium 
irrigation 

  Date 11 Nov 
2019 

11 Nov 
2019 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun  
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

26 Jun 
2020 

o-Xylene mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.06 < 0.07 < 0.07 

C7 - C9 mg/kg dry 
wt < 9 < 8 < 9 < 9 < 9 < 9 < 8 < 9 < 9 

C10 - C14 mg/kg dry 
wt < 20 < 20 < 20 < 20 < 20 < 20 40 22 < 20 

C15 - C36 mg/kg dry 
wt < 40 < 40 < 40 42 < 40 < 40 260 167 47 

Total hydrocarbons (C7 - 
C36) 

mg/kg dry 
wt < 70 < 70 < 70 < 70 < 70 < 70 300 189 < 70 

Cation/Anion/pH  
Calcium (Sat Paste) mg/L < 8 < 8 26 380 139 48 319 126 183 

Chloride mg/kg dry 
wt 10 6 81 290 125 240 680 440 450 

Conductivity from 
soluble salts mS/cm < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2 0.5 0.2 < 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 

Dry Matter (Env) g/100g as 
rcvd 68 77 68 74 71 69 74 68 71 

Magnesium (Sat Paste) mg/L < 3 < 3 9 101 51 8 60 19 27 

pH pH Units 5.6 5.8 6.1 6.4 5.5 5.6 7.1 7.2 7.3 

Sodium (Sat Paste) mg/L 9 10 21 141 88 56 156 161 102 
Total Recoverable 
Magnesium 

mg/kg dry 
wt 5,100 5,100 6,400 6,800 5,700 6,000 6,000 5,200 5,500 

Total Recoverable 
Calcium 

mg/kg dry 
wt 2,800 3,000 4,400 6,200 3,700 3,700 9,800 8,500 7,100 

Total Recoverable 
Potassium 

mg/kg dry 
wt 880 910 1,320 1,660 1,280 1,300 1,800 2,300 1,500 

Total Recoverable 
Sodium 

mg/kg dry 
wt 80 90 137 230 143 199 400 370 320 

Sodium Absorption 
Ratio (SAR)   0.8 0.9 0.9 1.7 1.6 2 2.1 3.5 1.9 

Total Recoverable 
Barium 

mg/kg dry 
wt 36 39 67 360 186 570 2,300 490 1,280 

Soluble Salts g/100g dry 
wt < 0.05 < 0.05 < 0.05 0.17 0.09 < 0.05 0.13 0.08 0.08 

Heavy metals  
Total Recoverable 
Arsenic 

mg/kg dry 
wt 4 3 5 5 5 4 5 4 5 

Total Recoverable 
Cadmium 

mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.10 < 0.10 0.11 < 0.10 < 0.10 0.12 0.12 0.18 0.18 

Total Recoverable 
Chromium 

mg/kg dry 
wt 18 16 22 21 19 21 20 19 19 

Total Recoverable 
Copper 

mg/kg dry 
wt 9 9 11 15 11 11 18 13 21 

Total Recoverable Lead mg/kg dry 
wt 10.8 10.4 13.9 16.4 13.2 13 20 14.5 18.8 

Total Recoverable 
Mercury 

mg/kg dry 
wt < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 < 0.10 

Total Recoverable Nickel mg/kg dry 
wt 14 14 17 19 16 14 16 13 13 

Total Recoverable Zinc mg/kg dry 
wt 54 54 68 68 57 61 84 68 76 
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The analysis of the nine soil transect resulted in the following: 

• Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) recorded three compounds, benzo{b}fluoranthene 
+benzo{j} fluoranthene on one transect (transect G, 0.013 mg/kg) and perylene on two transects 
(transect C, 0.084 mg/kg and transect H, 0.048 mg/kg) at low concentrations. The remaining PAHs 
were below the LOD and have not been tabulated.  

• No benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene or xylenes (BTEX) results were recorded above the LOD across all 
nine soil samples.  

• Total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) results were as follows: 
o C7-C9 did not record any results above the LOD.  
o C10-C14 recorded two results at low concentrations, transect G (40 mg/kg) and transect H (22 

mg/kg). Transect G is situated in area L3 and transect H in area L2. Both are long term 
irrigation areas.  

o C15-C36 recoded four results, transect C/ area U3 (42 mg/kg), transect G/area L3 (260 mg/kg), 
transect H/area L2 (167 mg/kg) and transect I/area L1 (47 mg/kg).  

o In terms of C7-C36, two transects recorded results, transect G/area L3 (300 mg/kg) and transect 
H/area L2 (189 mg/kg).  

• In terms of soil chloride concentrations (Figure 13), significant variation existed across the irrigation 
areas. Area L3 held the most elevated result with a high concentration of 680 mg/kg, followed by 
area L1 (450 mg/kg) and area L2 (440 mg/kg).  

o The remaining areas held concentrations below 300 mg/kg. Of note is the impact from the 
irrigation in this figure, as the baseline soil transects of area L4, which have yet to be 
utilised for irrigation, recorded trace values (very low concentrations) 6-10 mg/kg.  

 
Figure 13 Irrigation area soil chloride results (mg/kg) 

  

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

TA/ Area
L4

TB/ Area
L4

TF/ Area
L5

TC/ Area
U3

TD/ Area
U2

TE/ Area
U1

TG/Area
L3

TH/ Area
L2

TI/ Area L1

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Consent Monitoring Annual Reports

108



55 

 
 

• Soil pH results ranged 5.5-7.3 pH. The majority of the soil pH results were slightly acidic however, the 
irrigation areas (L1-L3) to the north of the duckpond all held pH results above 7 pH, Figure 14.  

 
Figure 14 Soil pH results by irrigation area 

• Soil sodium results were found to be elevated within the high application rate (U1-U3 inclusive) and 
long-term irrigation areas (L1-L3 inclusive), Figure 15.  

 
Figure 15 Soil sodium results by irrigation area 

• Sodium absorption ratio (SAR) results were of low concentration, the most elevated result of the data 
set was at area U2 with a value of 3.5 SAR.  

• Total recoverable barium results demonstrate the result of irrigating drilling mud constituents to land 
(Figure 16). In this monitoring period the elevated result was recorded at area L3, with a 
concentration of 2,300 mg/kg. Please note that area L3 is one of the long term irrigation areas.  
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Figure 16 Soil barium results by irrigation area 

• Soluble salt concentrations ranged from below the LOD in the cases of areas L4, L5 and U1. These 
three locations received the least quantity of irrigation fluid when compared to the other irrigation 
areas of L1, L2, L3, U2, and U3. Area U3 held the highest value for this analyte, 1,700 mg/kg. This 
corresponds with Figure 12, which is the estimated chloride loading by ha per area, whereby area U3 
received the highest concentration of chloride in the monitoring period, as well the highest quantity 
of fluid, Figure 10. 

• In term of heavy metal analysis: 
o Total recoverable (TR) arsenic results remained stable across the nine soil samples, ranging 

from 3-5 mg/kg.  
o TR cadmium results ranged from below the LOD in four samples of nine, (areas L4, U3 and U2). 

The range of the recordable results was 0.11 mg/kg in L5 through to 0.18 mg/kg, both L1 and 
L2. Notably, the long term use areas on site held the highest results for this analyte.  

o TR chromium results remained quite stable across the nine transects, ranging 16-22 mg/kg.  
o TR copper also remained quite stable, ranging 9-21 mg/kg.  
o TR lead remained relatively stable, ranging 10.4-20 mg/kg. 
o TR mercury results were all below the LOD. 
o TR nickel remained stable across the nine transects, ranging 13-19 mg/kg.  
o TR zinc did contain some variation, the range 54-84 mg/kg, with the higher result, 84 mg/kg, 

associated with long term irrigation area L3.  

All heavy metal results comply with current grade A biosolids guidelines7.  

Specifically the results recorded in area L4 represent true soil baseline conditions, these parameters are 
important to assess the degree of impact observed in other irrigation areas, both the long term areas of L2-
3 and U1, as well as the more recent area of L1, over time. These results will also serve to compare any site 
rehabilitation that may be undertaken in the future, for soil conditions.  

 

 

                                                        
7 NZWWA Guidelines for the safe application of biosolids to land in New Zealand, 2003 
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Figure 17 RNZ Uruti soil sample transect locations 
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2.2.7 Biological monitoring of the Haehanga Stream and associated unnamed 
tributaries  

2.2.7.1 Annual macroinvertebrate survey  
The Council’s standard ‘streambed kick’ and ‘vegetation sweep’ techniques were used at six established sites 
(Table 21) to collect streambed macroinvertebrates from the Haehanga Stream catchment in order to assess 
whether the Company’s composting areas had any adverse effects on the macroinvertebrate communities 
of these streams. Samples were processed to provide number of taxa (richness), MCI, and SQMCI scores for 
each site.  

Low flows at the time of the survey resulted in limited sampling habitat at some sites, and consequently, 
sampling methodology changed from that typically performed at these sites. It should be noted that where 
community health is discussed below, it is done so with reference to what would be expected in such low 
flow, habitat restricted conditions.  

Table 21 Biomonitoring sites in the Haehanga catchment 

Site Site Code GPS coordinates (Easting- 
Northing) Location 

1 HHG000090 1732685-5684577 Upstream of extended irrigation area  

2 HHG000100 1732272-5684972 Downstream of extended irrigation area 

T2 HHG000098 1732747-5685043 Upstream of wetland discharge point 

T3 HHG000103 1732692-5685042 Downstream of wetland discharge point 

5 HHG000115 1732124-5685478 25 m downstream of last pond and swale collection area 

6 HHG000150 1731673-5685796 30 m downstream of lower irrigation area 

7 HHG000190 1731611-5686514 50 m upstream of State Highway 3 bridge  

The macroinvertebrate survey conducted on January 2020 observed flows in the Haehanga catchment to be 
very low, with no discernible flow at some sites. The water had a yellow tannin colouration at the head of 
the catchment, deteriorating to brown and cloudy at the most downstream site. The habitat limitation 
caused by the low flows resulted in reduced community richness at all sites.  

Overall, this survey found that macroinvertebrate communities of the main stem sites were slightly below 
average health. Undesirable heterotrophic growths were not recorded at any of the seven sites in this 
survey. 
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Figure 18 Map of lower biomonitoring sites on the Haehanga Stream 

 
Figure 19 Map of upper biomonitoring sites on the Haehanga Stream and associated unnamed tributaries 
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Site 1 (Figure 19) had exhibited consistently low macroinvertebrate health scores, as predicted, due to the 
poor habitat quality in the upper reach of the stream. This section of the stream is not fenced off from 
livestock and has been poorly managed. It is worth noting that the control site has been compromised 
multiple times in the past by major earthworks, new consented activities, and livestock damage. Because of 
this, the control site had been moved upstream to a highly variable site with poor macroinvertebrate habitat 
quality.  

The habitat at site 1 supports more ‘tolerant’ taxa, which is expected given this area is marshland habitat 
with pools and no discernible flow. It has a soft bottom, often grass with no cobble or boulder, very little 
wood debris, and no bed shading, which is largely unrepresentative of downstream sites in many regards.  

Therefore, there is little value in comparing site 1, which is expected to have low community health scores, 
to the downstream sites, which have higher quality habitat (more gravel, cobble, wood debris, riffles, and 
bed shading) and would be expected to have higher macroinvertebrate health scores.  

Therefore, it is recommended that another site is established in a similar catchment arising from the hill 
county that would be representative of the downstream sites for comparison. In the meantime, site T2 or T3 
are more representative of the downstream sites despite being potentially affected by land irrigation. It is 
recommended that site T2 or T3 should be used to assess the health of downstream macroinvertebrate 
communities when possible until another site can be established in a similar, unaffected stream. In the 
current survey, the flow conditions present at site T2 prevented accurate sampling and therefore was not 
sampled. In such a case, site T3 should be used to compare all other downstream sites. 

In general, the communities in the Haehanga Stream sites had relatively low proportions of sensitive taxa, 
which is expected in small, soft-bottomed streams such as the Haehanga Stream; however, the numbers of 
taxa recorded were lower than other lowland, hill country streams surveyed at similar altitude. MCI values 
recorded in the Haehanga Stream were fairly consistent in a downstream direction indicating some 
improvement when compared to the previous survey. The lowest MCI score in the current survey was 
recorded at site 6 (66 units) and the highest at site T3 (82 units). With the exception of site 1, all sites 
recorded MCI scores below their respective medians.  

The site sampled in the unnamed tributary (T3) had the highest MCI and SQMCI scores of all the sites. While 
the amount of habitat available covered a small area, the quality of the habitat was better than any of the 
other sites that were sampled. Site T3 in the unnamed tributary comprised large and small cobble with some 
gravel as well as wood debris with riffle habitat throughout. Additionally, the tributary was mostly shaded 
due to channelisation as well as overhanging vegetation on the northeast side, which deters the growth of 
periphyton and ‘undesirable’ heterotrophic growths as well as maintains a lower water temperature. The 
quality of water in this tributary is likely higher than the other sites sampled, given that the tributary is fed 
by water runoff from mostly unaltered hill country bush.  

All sites in the main stem Haehanga lack bed shading during most of the day. This causes water 
temperature to rise up to 28°C in the summer, which is outside the thermal preference and, in some cases, 
tolerance of many stream dwelling species. Unshaded streambeds also promote algal and periphyton 
growths which were reported as abundant in the previous survey. Site T2 in the unnamed tributary 
historically has the highest macroinvertebrate health scores and has a mostly shaded bed with much lower 
temperatures in the Spring, Summer, and Autumn months compared to site 1 (Figure 19). The increased 
temperature and increased algal growth reported in previous reports is likely contributing to the negative 
trend in the macroinvertebrate community over the past few surveys. 
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Figure 20  Seasonal temperature comparison between site 1 and site T2 (2010-2019) 

During previous surveys, Chironomus bloodworms have been recorded as abundant at various sites. 
Abundance of this taxon is usually an indication of an organic discharge, although low dissolved oxygen in 
the stream can also allow this taxon to dominate the community, especially when this is associated with low 
flows.  

It may be then that the sporadic appearance of Chironomus in abundance is at least in part related to the 
dissolved oxygen concentrations. Dissolved oxygen concentrations in the Haehanga have been found to be 
depressed at times, and during the warmer months, when there is more aquatic weed growth, dissolved 
oxygen may be significantly depleted at night.  

This is a natural occurrence in some streams that are slow flowing and weedy. Any macroinvertebrate 
surveys undertaken when such conditions exist could potentially record a community with fewer sensitive 
species, and a more abundant population of Chironomus. During the current survey, Chironomus was 
absent at sites 1 and T3, recorded as very abundant at site 2, and common at sites 5, 6, and 7. This possibly 
suggests a slight, progressive increase in the organic enrichment of the stream. Any on-going works to the 
leachate and stormwater treatment system would need to regard this progressive enrichment and seek to 
mitigate it, which would also include improved management of the riparian margin. Any works that improve 
water quality are also likely to lead to an improvement in freshwater macroinvertebrate communities below 
the discharge, and should continue to be encouraged. 

Overall, current results show that the macroinvertebrate community is consistent across sites within the 
main-stem stream, but are slightly lower than what is expected for lowland, hill country streams. There are 
many biotic and abiotic factors, including various consented activities of the Company that can affect 
macroinvertebrate community health in this stream.  

It is recommended that the Company undertake actions to increase the habitat quality of the stream to 
match that of the upstream site T2 and T3 by better maintenance of the riparian margin and maintaining 
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stock exclusion from all parts of the Haehanga Stream within the property and riparian planting. These 
actions will reduce reduce the temperature of the stream to a reasonable level of seasonal variation to 
better support aquatic ecosystems. This may also help to reduce the amount of sedimentation that occurs at 
the lower sites and potentially reduce proliferation of periphyton. 

Please note the above is extracted from the full biomonitoring report which can be requested in full from 
the Council. Document number 2481285, report number KB016. It is also referenced at the rear of this 
report.  

2.2.7.2 Fish survey of the Haehanga and associated unnamed tributaries  
No fish survey was undertaken this monitoring period. The rational for this was outlined in the previous 
monitoring period, Technical Report 2019-50, it is also outlined below.  

The following as extracted from Technical report 2019-50  

In summary, the results of the current survey are not sufficient to identify the potential effects of composting 

activities and wastewater irrigation undertaken by the Company. There are many activities that may adversely 

affect the fish community within the Haehanga Stream that take place in conjunction with wastewater 

discharge, making it difficult to determine if any detrimental effects on the fish community are directly 

associated with the wastewater discharge.  

Most other activities on the site are not directly related to the processing of materials (and therefore production 

of wastewater), but are the result of historical and ongoing farming or other site activities. These include the 

placement of access culverts (impeding fish passage), drystock farming where stock have direct access to the 

tributaries and the upper stream (pugging, bank erosion, suppression of riparian vegetation growth), and the 

loss of riparian margins (this would include a multitude of effects such as temperature and sedimentation 

increases). 

Owing to this, the fish survey has been suspended for a period of three years. In the three year hiatus from 
the fish survey the following has been proposed to the Company: 

Mitigation activities which have been suggested are as follows: 

• Intensive riparian planting and fencing in the catchments waterways; 
• The cessation of any instream works; 
• The continued implementation of stringent sediment controls,  
• The cessation of any eeling; 
• Ensuring that fish passage is strictly achieved under the majority of flows.  

Any benefits from such works would take several years to eventuate, hence the three year delay between 
surveys.  
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2.3 Incidents, investigations, and interventions 
The monitoring programme for the year was based on what was considered to be an appropriate level of 
monitoring, review of data, and liaison with the Company. During the year matters may arise which require 
additional activity by the Council, for example provision of advice and information, or investigation of 
potential or actual causes of non-compliance or failure to maintain good practices. A pro-active approach, 
that in the first instance avoids issues occurring, is favoured. 

For all significant compliance issues, as well as complaints from the public, the Council maintains a database 
record. The record includes events where the individual/organisation concerned has itself notified the 
Council. Details of any investigation and corrective action taken are recorded for non-compliant events. 

Complaints may be alleged to be associated with a particular site. If there is potentially an issue of legal 
liability, the Council must be able to prove by investigation that the identified individual/organisation is 
indeed the source of the incident (or that the allegation cannot be proven). 

Table 22 below sets out details of any incidents recorded, additional investigations, or interventions required 
by the Council in relation to the Company activities during the 2019-2020 period. This table presents details 
of all events that required further investigation or intervention regardless of whether these were found to be 
compliant or not. 

Table 22 Incidents, investigations, and interventions summary table  

Date Details Compliant
(Y/N) 

Enforcement Action 
Taken? Outcome 

04 December 
2019  

Acceptance of unauthorised 
material to site at Uruti  N Yes Infringement notice 

issued 

22 June 2020 

Complaint advised 
unpleasant odour coming 
from Worm farm, Mokau Rd, 
Uruti Valley. 

N Yes 

Infringement notice 
issued on finding of 
objectionable odour 
beyond the site 
boundary 

23 June 2020 

A complaint was received 
concerning a 'horrible' odour 
discharging from the 
composting site at Mokau 
Road, Uruti. 

N Yes 

Infringement notice 
issued on finding of 
objectionable odour 
beyond the site 
boundary 
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3 Discussion 
3.1 Discussion of site performance 
Site performance will be discussed by consent: 

5838-2.2 discharge to land  

No significant non-compliances were identified during inspections this monitoring period. However, a 
review of the incoming goods list from the previous monitoring period and in to the beginning of this 
monitoring period, identified a number of materials which had been accepted without prior authorisation. 
The Company were issued an infringement notice for this.  

In order to make sure this did not occur again, a specific list of materials were agreed between the Company 
and the Council. This included updating existing definitions of received goods. This also comprised the term 
‘dirty water’ which was not seen as in fitting with the consent. Greater detail was provided by the Company 
post this non-compliance.  

The Company were also under an abatement notice due to the long term non-compliance with not 
supplying drilling mud analysis, as required by consent. The compliance date for this was the 30 June 2020. 
Post this date the Company have been compliant with this item.  

Inspections noted that the irrigation pond held reasonable freeboard throughout the monitoring period, 
with no visual evidence of over flow. Ponds had been desilted as required by the management plan. Though 
additional work is required within the drilling mud pad 3, to remove excess leachate build up which occurs 
at the Northern end of the pad. It is also noted that this area has been prone to overflowing in previous 
monitoring periods and the facility remains under an abatement notice from the 2018-2019 monitoring 
period, specifically related to this pond overflowing into the duck pond.  

Two new irrigation areas (areas L4 and L5) were constructed this monitoring period, an existing area was 
also extended (U2). All three areas were assessed by the Council’s River’s Engineer and Land Management 
Officer prior to breaking ground, to make sure that no wetland areas were being impacted by this activity. 
The new irrigation area opposite the duck pond, termed L5, likely contains a wetland up gradient from it. 
The Company have discussed the possibility of further enhancing this area and have proposed to engage 
the local Iwi (Ngāti Mutunga) to aid them in protecting and enhancing this area.  

In terms of the irrigation areas overall, a significant extension of irrigation areas were undertaken by the 
consent holder this monitoring year. For reference, in the 2018-2019 monitoring period, the irrigation areas 
were extended from 5.3 ha to 7.0 ha. In this reporting period they were further extended to 13.18 ha. The 
rationale for extending these areas was due to total nitrogen and chloride loading requirements from the 
irrigation pond.  

Both these analytes were put to land in excessive amounts in the previous monitoring period (Technical 
report 2019-50).  

It should be noted that the new irrigation areas were only brought on line at the end of the monitoring 
period. This meant that the older established areas, plus the extended areas were subjected to higher 
applications (Section 2.2.4.1) then would be proposed had the full 13.18 ha been available.  

Vectors in the form of seagulls, cats, goats and wild pigs have been numerous at times. The Company 
brought in a goat culler and a bird scarer. Though further work is required in this area, as they have been 
frequently observed during inspections. 
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5839-2.0 air discharge 

Odour surveys were conducted frequently by the Council’s Investigating Officer. These were administered at 
the State Highway, weighbridge, irrigation pond, drilling mud pad 3 drop-off, pad 1, pad 2, worm beds and 
upper irrigation areas. Further surveys were also conducted during complaints and these will be discussed in 
the effects section. During normal compliance inspections, which were conducted monthly, no significant 
objectionable odour was noted on the site or offsite, throughout the year.  

The applicant applied for a new waste stream in the form of lamb pelts/ skins mid-way through the 
monitoring period. In order to add confidence to the new composting stream, a trial was discussed and 
agreed upon between the Council and the Company. This eventuated in the Company accepting 30 ton of 
material (one truck load) on a one off basis. This was monitored by the Company and the Council at regular 
intervals throughout the trial. This included significant monitoring of key compost parameters by the 
Company throughout the trial.  

The trial was successful, with no significant odour noted on site and no odour noted off site throughout the 
three week period. Post the trial, sheep skin was added to the acceptable goods list.  

A change, which was communicated at the end of the previous monitoring period and continued 
throughout the current, was the staged aeration of irrigation pond. This was proposed to reduce the 
nitrogen concentrations within the final pond. This process does lead to notable odour in close proximity to 
the irrigation pond when in operation.    

5938-2.0, 6212-1.0, 10547-1.0 culverts  

During inspections the ability for fish to move up and down the catchment has been given much 
consideration throughout the past few monitoring periods. Given the dynamics of the Haehanga catchment, 
a considerable range of weather conditions are observed throughout a calendar year. The Company has 
been able to satisfy fish passage throughout the monitoring period, specifically through the twin culverts 
(5938-2.0) which have in the past been considerably perched.  

Maintenance of the downstream riffle has enabled the Stream to maintain flow through the twin culverts 
across all flows. This is a significant undertaking, as during the summer low flows the stream does become 
disjointed and pools in areas.  

The single culvert (6212-1.0) on the Haehanga Stream has proved more of difficult task to satisfy fish 
passage across all flows. This had been discussed frequently during inspections and the site manager has 
been working on this aspect, with further works planned to be undertaken this summer. The plan is to 
maintain the riffle downstream of the single culvert, which will in turn, raise the static water level below the 
culvert and reduce any potential velocity barrier. The riffle can be frequently washed away during higher 
flows. The site manager is aware of this and is committed to continually monitoring this, as well as the twin 
culverts.   

Both these culverts have been found to have stable headwalls which are routinely assessed for any signs of 
erosion.  

The replaced existing culvert (10547-1.0), which is located in close proximity to the drilling mud pad has 
proved difficult to assess for fish passage. It is very long, 25 m, and leads from a rocky hill gully. Neither the 
inspector nor the biologist are encouraged to enter this area from a safety stand point as it constitutes a 
confined space. The head wall is routinely checked for any erosion, as is the downstream extent.  

10063-1.0 quarrying operations  

The quarry has been non-operational this monitoring period. The inspections focussed on the access track 
which in previous monitoring period had been prone to erosion. To mitigate this, the Company have been 
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regularly reminded to pay close attention to cut-off drains, which prevent significant rainfall from flowing 
from the base of the track and affecting site operations and stream clarity.  

The inspections remarked that the cut-off drains were functioning as planned with no non-compliances 
noted.  

5839-2.2 stormwater discharge Waitara Road  

Inspections found the facility at Waitara Road to be well managed, with housekeeping prevalent 
throughout. The Company had removed the previous subsurface drainage pipe and replaced it with an open 
drain. This is a proposed improvement to the stormwater system, as it will allow stormwater to discharge 
from the property, into a sediment collection pond, prior to the unnamed tributary of the Waiongana 
Stream.   

Further enhancements to the stormwater system had been discussed, and how well these develop over the 
coming monitoring period will be assessed during inspections.  

It was noted that some older storage containers at the rear of the facility required some further 
housekeeping.  

The facility was found to be compliant with its resource consent during inspections this monitoring period.  

3.2 Environmental effects of exercise of consents 
5838-2.2  

The wetland treatment system (WTS) functionality has been widely discussed in previous monitoring reports. 
In this monitoring period the monitoring of the discharge and the associated instream monitoring location 
(Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2) were found to be compliant on all sampling occasions. This includes for un-ionised 
ammonia at HHG000103, which has been found to be compliant for the past three monitoring years.  

Irrigation pond constituents and irrigation area soil 

The irrigation areas have been extended as previously discussed in the performance section. The discharged 
quantities of nitrogen and chloride put land in this monitoring period remained significantly elevated.  

Given the increased irrigation area, the Company now has the ability to balance the nitrogen load to land in 
the upcoming monitoring period. This coupled with the planned cut and carry baleage policy is proposed to 
mitigate the elevated nitrogen.  

While this may well reduce the nitrogenous impacts, the chloride remains significantly elevated. This is a 
direct result of accepting drilling waste. To counter this, the Company will cease all acceptance of drilling 
waste related material on the 31 December 2020.  

While this may negate an increasing source of chloride, the Company have a significant legacy issue to deal 
with, in the form of the drilling mud compost. Noting that this material has been in-situ for longer than 
eight years and will remain a consistent source of chloride until it is fully processed.  

In the previous monitoring period a portion of the drilling mud pad compost was assessed and was found 
to be elevated in target contaminants. This results meant it could not be used around the site under the 
permitted activity rule 29. Reprocessing is continuing.  

Five of eight irrigation areas received over 2,000 kg per ha of chloride in the 2019-2020 monitoring period. 
This is not a sustainable way of disposing of elevated saline fluid. The effect of the irrigation can be 
observed in the soil sampling undertaken this monitoring period.  

The newly developed area of L4, which had not received any irrigation, held a baseline concentration 
ranging between 6 – 10 mg/kg chloride. Area L3 in comparison, which is long term irrigation area held a 
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concentration of 680 mg/kg. Similar ranges are also observed in barium concentrations across the irrigation 
areas. The baseline from area L4 for barium held a range of 36- 39 mg/kg, which when compared to area L3, 
2,300 mg/kg is a significant more elevated. The elevated concentration in L3 is directly related to irrigating 
diluted drilling waste to land.  

The baseline soil samples of the new irrigation area L4 are indicative of true baseline conditions pre 
irrigation, with no compost application. These results should serve as a marker against all other irrigation 
areas in future. They will also serve as the true baseline conditions for measured parameters, should site 
rehabilitation be undertaken in the future.  

Surface water 

Surface water monitoring rounds of the Haehanga Stream and associated unnamed tributaries were 
undertaken on five occasions during the monitoring period. In addition, two mini surveys were also 
completed during summer low flows. The mini surveys were orchestrated as a direct result of the Company 
accepting a substantial amount of perished chicken.  The mini surveys also served to assess for any un-
consented discharge to surface water, as have been recorded in previous monitoring periods.  

The results of the five monitoring rounds and two mini surveys did not record any significant impact to 
surface waters when compared to consent conditions, as a process of operations.  

Of note was the significant bacteriological impact noted during the mini surveys. While bacteriological 
impacts to surface water have no significant baring on in-stream biota, they do carry human health related 
impacts from a recreational bathing perspective. It is proposed for the upcoming monitoring period that 
additional monitoring sites be established on the Mimitangiatua River to assess for bacteriological impacts.  

While there were no significant impacts to surface water, Figure 7 and 8 do provide a reference of the 
stresses affecting this water course, with surface water chloride concentrations increasing down the 
catchment. This is particular apparent in the summer months, when an increase of 50 g/m3 chloride was 
recorded, from the top site (HHG000090) to the bottom site (HHG000190).  

In terms of ammoniacal nitrogen within surface water, analysis of this analyte at HHG000150 over the past 
three years recorded a median concentration of 0.30 g/m3. In the current monitoring period, including the 
mini surveys, the median concentration was recorded at 0.36 g/m3.  This would place HHG000150 and 
specifically the Haehanga Stream firmly above the national bottom line (NPS-FM 2020) for ammoniacal 
nitrogen annual median (>0.24 g/m3) (pH 8 adjusted). Noting in the data set this year the annual maximum 
of 0.40 g/m3 at HHG000150 was exceeded on three of seven occasions.  

This increase in certain contaminants also matches up with the discussion offered by the biologist in 
reference to the macroinvertebrate survey, which stated in reference to the genus Chironomus (blood 
worms).  

During the current survey, Chironomus was absent at sites 1 and T3, recorded as very abundant at site 2, and 

common at sites 5, 6, and 7. This possibly suggests a slight, progressive increase in the organic enrichment of 

the stream.  

It is noted in the biological survey, in the previous technical report and communicated to the Company on 
multiple occasions that further work on the riparian margins is required within the Haehanga catchment. 
The fish survey has been put on hold for a period of three years for the Company to undertake these works.   

To date minimal work has been undertaken up catchment, where the thermal impacts to the head waters of 
the Haehanga Stream occur and the area is frequented by stock, unfenced and exposed, with little to no 
shading.  

Now that the Haehanga Stream has been recorded to be above the national bottom line for ammonia, as 
defined by the NPS-FM, there will be a requirement to improve the water quality of this stream.  
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Bacteriological assessment will be undertaken in the upcoming monitoring period across all surface water 
monitoring locations.   

The requirement to improve the riparian habitat has been communicated and will continue to be reinforced.  

Groundwater monitoring  

This was increased from biannual to quarterly, which provided a better picture of the groundwater 
conditions throughout the monitoring period. Two of the seven wells (GND2190 and GND3009) recorded 
elevated chloride concentrations this monitoring period (>800 g/m3), though the final round for GND3009 
recorded a significant reduction in the groundwater chloride concentration. The remaining five wells remain 
below 350 g/m3.  

In terms of nitrogen, the results varied considerably throughout the monitoring period. GND3009 held an 
elevated concentration of ammonia across three rounds (>20 g/m3) which was reduced in the final 
monitoring round (0.87 g/m3). Nitrate/nitrite nitrogen (NNN) results have remained low in five of seven 
wells. GND3009, which is located in area L1 recorded a considerable increase in NNN concentration in the 
final monitoring round from below the LOD to 34 g/m3. While conversely, GND2190, which is a chloride 
impacted well, recorded a decreasing concentration (NNN) across the monitoring period.  

When the results are compared to the Company’s tiered management plan, all wells remain in tier 1. 
However it should be noted that the tiered system is a methodology construed from landfarm surrender 
conditions. Landfarms are, for the majority, undertaken on a one off application basis, rather than long term 
application of fluid and material. It is recommended that the Company review the tiered system to establish 
whether it remains fit for purpose.   

Compost application 

The Company were intending to put to land under a permitted activity rule, with assessment, composted 
drilling mud. To date no assessed drilling mud has been found to be compliant with the assessment criteria 
and assessed material from the drilling mud pad has not been allowed to be put to land. A review of the 
Rule 29, from the Region Freshwater Plan identified that this material is not generated on site, as it 
comprises wastes which were brought to site. Further, the assessment found the material in its current state 
was likely to have a significant adverse effect on the environment if put to land within the site boundaries.    

It should be noted that composted material contains nitrogen as well as other contaminants and this should 
be factored in by the Company when they reach an ultimate decision with how to deal with this legacy. In its 
current form it will continue to contribute to nitrogen and chloride loading across the site, while the 
Company continue to add to it. It is also further understood that best practice for this material is to have it 
sold/ removed legally and exported off site and in doing so, exporting the nitrogen and other contaminants 
with it.   

Nitrogen loading rates remain elevated and it is not sustainable to overload areas with excessive 
concentrations, irrespective of the source. If nitrogen levels do not decrease the Council will likely consider 
alternative regulatory approaches such as setting a nitrogen cap on individual application areas.. Similar 
caps have been imposed on other land application industries.  

Air consent 5839-2.0 

Complaints related to odour confirmed two odour incidents this monitoring period. Objectionable odour 
was confirmed and the Company were issued an infringement notice on both occasions. Prior to these 
infringements, the previous complaints were received in March and September 2018, and prior to those, 
April 2015.  

Further investigation as to the source of these odours and the likely formulation of the odours is under way 
at the time of writing and will reported in the 2020-2021 annual report. 
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The Company have been asked to engage expert opinion on their odour impacts and how to mitigate or 
prevent them.  

Odour surveys are undertaken monthly by the Council’s Investigation Officer. In this monitoring period, 
odour has been found localised to the drilling mud pad, both at the drop-off area and the irrigation pond. 
The composting material on pad 1 has been found, on occasion, to be odorous during turning events. The 
odour generated can migrate down the valley when cold air drainage occurs and this activity should be 
avoided at such a time.  

Culvert monitoring  

5938-2.0, 6212-1.0 and 10547-1.0 

The main aspect of any culverts situated within the Haehanga Stream is that they must be able to stand up 
to significant erosion issues, associated with various flows throughout a monitoring year. It must also be 
constructed in a manner which does not prevent fish passage. All three culverts have been found to be 
good condition with minimal erosion present.  

Fish passage is continually regarded through inspections and in the case of the twin culverts, this has been 
achieved across all flows.  

The large single culvert however continues to be a work in progress. Work has been undertaken to lift the 
static water level downstream of the culvert. This work will not be fully complete until the Company has had 
the opportunity of assessing the works in the low flow summer months.  

The large single replacement culvert, which leads from the Haehanga Stream to an unnamed tributary, 
situated in a rocky gully has not be able to be assessed for fish passage due to its length (>25 m), it is also a 
confined space.  

6212-1.0 Stream realignment  

No issues with the stream alignment have been found by the Council’s Investigating Officer this monitoring 
period.  

10063-1.0 Quarry operations 

As the quarry has been non-operational during this monitoring period, inspections focused mainly on 
stormwater runoff on the access track. Regular maintenance of the stormwater cut-off drains continued 
during this monitoring period. No elevated suspended solids were recorded during the surface water 
monitoring rounds.  

Biological monitoring 

The biologist concluded that overall, the survey found that macroinvertebrate communities of the main-
stem sites were slightly below average health. However, undesirable heterotrophic growths were not 
recorded at any of the seven sites in this survey. 

The original reference site for this survey had been compromised in the previous monitoring period. The 
new reference site proposed, located at the top of the catchment is not comparable to lower sites. In order 
to mitigate this, the biologist has been tasked with identifying and monitoring a new reference site in a 
similar catchment. This work will be undertaken in the next monitoring period.  

The fish survey has been postponed for a period of three years to enable the Company to undertake 
significant development of the riparian margins, including the up catchment head waters, via fencing, stock 
removal and planting. The next fish survey will be undertaken in the 2022-2023 monitoring period.  
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5839-2 stormwater discharge Waitara Road  

No objectionable odour was recorded during the inspections this monitoring period. A sample was 
collected from the upgraded stormwater drain. The result indicated that the discharge was in compliance 
with consent for pH and suspended solid concentrations. This discharge occurs infrequently, thus the 
degree of revegetation proposed during inspections will be assessed in the upcoming monitoring period.   

All worms beds were found to be covered when not being fed or harvested.  No issues were noted.  

3.3 Evaluation of performance 
A tabular summary of the consent holder’s compliance record for the year under review is set out in  
Tables 23-31. 

Table 23 Summary of performance for consent 5838-2.2 

Purpose 5838-2.2: To discharge of waste material to land for composting; and treated stormwater and leachate 

from composting operations; onto and into land in circumstances where contaminants may enter water in the 

Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

1. Adopt best practical 
option 

Programme management/site 
inspections  

- No 
- A review of the incoming goods 

register identified a number of items 
which had been accepted on site that 
had no prior authorisation 

- Drilling mud pad compost continues 
to increase in size without any 
secondary vermicomposting 
undertaken, which is not as was 
proposed in the original application 

- Compost on drilling mud pad unable 
to be sold as it contains elevated 
contaminants as a result of 
insufficient site management 

2. Only acceptable waste 
accepted onto site 

Site inspections/review of supplied 
records  

- No 
- The review indicated some wastes 

accepted without authorisation.  
- Infringement fine issued  

3. Representative sample of 
each type of drilling 
waste analysed for: 
a. Total petroleum 

hydrocarbons 
b. Benzene, toluene, 

ethylbenzene and 
xylenes 

c. Polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons 

d. Heavy metals 
e. Chloride, nitrogen, pH, 

potassium and sodium  

Records to be provided  
 

- Yes 
- Analysis provided by Company post 

30 June 2019  
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Purpose 5838-2.2: To discharge of waste material to land for composting; and treated stormwater and leachate 

from composting operations; onto and into land in circumstances where contaminants may enter water in the 

Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

4. DAF residue not to be 
accepted 

Site inspections/review of supplied 
records not listed as accepted  

- Yes 
- Records checked  

5. Maintenance of 
stormwater systems 

Inspections  - Maintenance 
ongoing  

- Specific requirement to manage 
leachate on Pad 3 drilling mud pad 

6. Maintenance of 
treatment systems 

Inspections - Yes 
- Maintenance on going  

7. Adequate pond 
construction to prevent 
any leak to surface water 
or groundwater from any 
leachate or stormwater 
holding pond  

Inspections and monitoring 
  

- Yes  
- No significant contaminants identified 

during the surface water monitoring 
rounds 

8. Keep and supply 
irrigation records 

Supply of records - Yes 
- Supplied 24/09/2020 

9. No direct discharges to 
water to occur as a result 
of irrigation to land 

Site inspections /sampling - Yes 

10. Irrigated fluids not to 
exceed 5% hydrocarbon 
content or SAR of 18 

Site inspections and sampling  
 

- Yes 
- Sampling indicated the SAR was 

below the value of 18 on all 
monitored occasions 

- TPH in fluid has been below 5% 

11. Discharges not to cause 
adverse effects at 
downstream of irrigation 
areas  

Surface water sampling and 
inspections 

- No 
- On one occasion (21/01/2020) at 

HHG000150, a minor exceedance in 
oxygen demand was reported (2.1 g 
O2/m3) 

- HHG00150 was the old downstream 
monitoring location applicable to this 
condition 

- HHG000150 above the national 
bottom line (>0.24 g/m3) for 
ammonia toxicity as defined by NPS-
FM 

- However, as the irrigation areas have 
been extended, the new monitoring 
location is HHG000168 

- HHG000168 was recorded above the 
annual maximum (>0.4 g/m3) for 
ammonia toxicity as defined by NPS-
FM on two of five occasions  

-  

12. Soil sampling to be 
undertaken for TPH and 
BTEX 

Soil sampling undertaken by the 
Council  

- Yes 
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Purpose 5838-2.2: To discharge of waste material to land for composting; and treated stormwater and leachate 

from composting operations; onto and into land in circumstances where contaminants may enter water in the 

Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

13. Soil sampling to be 
undertaken for chloride, 
sodium, magnesium, 
calcium, potassium, 
soluble salts and 
conductivity  

Soil sampling undertaken by the 
Council  

- Yes 

14. Adhere to composting 
facility management plan  

 Inspections  - Some portions of the management 
plan have been undertaken, while 
other facets have not 

- Bird scare deployed  
- Goat culling undertaken  
- Some goats observed and significant 

seagulls, thus continued adherence to 
removing these vectors from site is 
required  

- Irrigation areas extended significantly  
- Stormwater improved 
- Setbacks from Haehanga undertaken 
- Storage dam not completed  
- It is noted the dam was proposed in 

2015, the NPS-FM 2020 requires 
adherence to regarding and 
maintaining fish passage. The 
proposed dam does not currently 
have provision for fish passage, this 
aspect will require careful 
consideration if it is to go ahead 

- Monitoring within the tiered system 
as defined by plan 

- More riparian planting required 
(deferred fish survey to allow time to 
plant additional and develop riparian 
margin across the whole site)  

15. Establish groundwater 
monitoring bores 

Site inspections  - Yes  
- Additional monitoring wells have 

been installed 

16. Groundwater monitoring 
wells installed as per 
standard  

Undertaken  - Yes 

17. Consent holder 
monitoring and record 
groundwater in each 
monitoring well each day 
for level, temperature, 
and conductivity  

Not undertaken by consent holder - No 
- Not undertaken every three months 

or supplied as required by consent 
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Purpose 5838-2.2: To discharge of waste material to land for composting; and treated stormwater and leachate 

from composting operations; onto and into land in circumstances where contaminants may enter water in the 

Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

18. Groundwater sampled 
per six month interval: 
a. Total petroleum 

hydrocarbons  
b. BTEX 

 

Undertaken by Council  - Yes 

19. Groundwater samples 
shall be collected from all 
wells for chloride, 
sodium, magnesium, 
calcium, TDS and 
conductivity  

Undertaken by Council  - Yes 

20. Prepare Pond Treatment 
System Management 
Plan  

Plan provided  - Yes  
- Management plan now termed 

leachate and stormwater 
management plan currently included 
in consent renewal 

- Original Pond Treatment System 
management plan issue date July 
2010 issue 1 currently utilised 

21. Adhere to Pond 
Treatment System 
Management Plan  

Inspections  - No  
- No breathable compost covers on 

compost 
- No straw used on the solids collection 

pond to mitigate odour 
- No fogging system is installed around 

the final irrigation pond to neutralise 
odour 

- Inspections indicate cleaning out of 
sediments ponds and traps is not 
cleaned out at a 20% basis, though 
some have been cleaned out, this is 
an on-going requirement 

- Community meetings are not held  

22. Prepare Wetland 
Treatment System 
Management Plan  

Management plan (Wetland 
Treatment Management Plan) 
submitted for consent renewal 

- Yes  

23. Adhere to Wetland 
Treatment System 
Management Plan  

Inspections - Yes 

24. Wetland discharge not to 
exceed certain 
parameters 

Sampling  - Yes  

25. Wetland discharge not to 
cause certain effects at 
site HHG000103 

Sampling - Yes  
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Purpose 5838-2.2: To discharge of waste material to land for composting; and treated stormwater and leachate 

from composting operations; onto and into land in circumstances where contaminants may enter water in the 

Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

26. Maintain riparian 
plantings 

Inspection identified that riparian 
planting is developing. This will be 
on-going 

- Additional riparian planting 
undertaken  

- A significant portion still requires 
planting. The Council biologist 
requires significantly more planting of 
the stream margin. 

- The annual fish survey has been 
postponed for three year to allow the 
Company to further develop the 
riparian margins to enhance the 
habitat for fish 

 

27. Notify the Council of 
significant incidents on 
site 

No notifications received - N/A 

28. Prepare a Site Exit Plan 
prior to site closure 

Not supplied  - Not supplied as yet  

29. Adhere to Site Exit Plan  N/A - N/A 

30. Optional Review  Consent renewal occurring  - N/A 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall assessment of administrative performance in respect of this 
consent  

Improvement required 
 
Poor 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 24 Summary of performance for consent 5839-2.0 

Purpose 5839-2.0: To discharge emissions to air at Mokau Road, Uruti 

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

1. Adopt best practical 
option 

Programme management/site 
inspections 

- No  
- Accepting items without 

authorisation  
- Objectionable odour on two 

occasions  

2. Composting area not to 
exceed certain limits 

Programme management and site 
inspections  

- No 
- Identified significant increase in 

the size of both pads, which have 
effectively doubled in size 

- This to be dealt with via consent 
renewal  

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Consent Monitoring Annual Reports

128



75 

 
 

Purpose 5839-2.0: To discharge emissions to air at Mokau Road, Uruti 

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

3. Only acceptable waste 
brought onto site 

Site inspections and a review of 
records 

- No 
- Review of records indicated that 

some wastes have been accepted 
with no authorisation Infringement 
fine issued  

4. DAF residue not to be 
accepted 

Site inspections/review of supplied 
records 

- Yes 

5. Maintain and supply an 
inwards good register  

Inwards goods records supplied  - Yes 
- Data received and reviewed 

6. Prepare a Site Practices 
Plan 

Plan submitted with AEE - Yes 

7. Adhere to Site Practices 
Plan 

Inspections - No 
- Vectors were uncontrolled. Now a 

bird scarer is in operation and a 
hunter employed to remove feral 
goats 

- Ponds require more regular clean 
outs 

- The drop-off pit is still utilised for 
storage, something which was 
proposed to be discontinued in 
the AEE 

8. Arrange professional 
assessment of Site 
Practices Plan 

Supplied in 2010-2011 year.  - Yes  

9. Submit Proposed 
Implementation Plan 

Plan submitted in the 2011 as 
defined in Technical report 2015-
68 

- Yes  

10. Adhere to Proposed 
Implementation Plan 

 - Not assessed 
- Proposal adopted and 

incorporated into other plans 
- Defined in Technical report 2015-

68 

11. Dust deposition not to 
exceed certain limits 

Not monitored - Not assessed-dust not an issue 
during inspections 

12. PM10 and suspended 
particulate not to exceed 
certain limits 

Not monitored - Not assessed 

13. No offensive or 
objectionable odour 
beyond the boundary 

Inspections - No  
- Two confirmed odour incidents, 

infringement fines issued 

14. Install a weather station 
and provide data 

Inspection and weather updates.  - Recently updated October 2020 

15. Conduct odour surveys Undertaken by the Council during 
inspections and during complaints  

- Yes 
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Purpose 5839-2.0: To discharge emissions to air at Mokau Road, Uruti 

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

16. Hold community meeting Meeting held in 2011  - No community meeting held in 
this monitoring period 

- The Company have decided to 
reinitiate annual community 
meetings in the upcoming 
monitoring period  

17. Notify the Council of 
onsite incidents 

No notification received - N/A 

18. Prepare a Site Exit Plan 
prior to site closure 

Not provided, though included in 
current AEE documentation 

- N/A 

19. Adhere to Site Exit Plan 
upon site closure 

N/A - N/A 

20. Optional review A review was not required - N/A 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall assessment of administrative performance in respect of this 
consent  

Poor 
 
Poor 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 25 Summary of performance for consent 5892-2 

Purpose 5892-2.0: To discharge stormwater from the worm farming operations onto and into land and into 

an unnamed tributary of the Waiongana Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

1. Exercise of consent in 
accordance with 
information provided in 
application 

Site inspections - Yes 

2. Best practicable option as 
described by S2 of RMA 

Site inspections  - Yes 
- Site inspections indicated that 

housekeeping was good and 
limited odour noted 

- All worm beds were covered when 
not being fed 

 

3. Stormwater management 
plan  

Received 14 November 2016  - Yes 

4. Records of source, nature 
and volume of wastes 

Yes  - Yes 
- Provided with main Uruti 

information 

5. No contamination of 
ground or surface water 

Site inspections - Yes 
- One sample of the drain did 

identify elevated BOD, but the 
drains only flows during intense 
rainfall   
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Purpose 5892-2.0: To discharge stormwater from the worm farming operations onto and into land and into 

an unnamed tributary of the Waiongana Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review 

Compliance achieved? 

6. Maintenance of 
stormwater treatment 
system and concentration 
limits  

Site inspections  
 

- Yes 
- Concentrations within range for pH 

and suspended solids  

7. Post mixing zone 
stormwater effects  

Sampling  - Not assessed 
- Samples were not collected during 

the period under review as there 
was no water in the tributary 

8. Windrows covered except 
when discharging  

Inspections  - Yes 
- Inspection indicated that windrows 

were covered, except during 
feeding or harvesting 

9. Alterations to processes 
and operations 

Inspections  - Sheep skin composting trial 
undertaken successfully  

- Allowable goods list developed and 
agreed  

10. Reinstatement of site Not required currently  - Not assessed  

11. Optional review of 
consent 

No review due this period - Consent under renewal process  

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall administrative compliance with this consent  

High 
 
High 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 26 Summary of performance for consent 5938-2.0 

Purpose 5938-2.0: To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review Compliance achieved? 

1. Ensure stream bed 
downstream is adequately 
constructed and does not 
prevent fish passage 

Site inspections  

- Yes 
- Bed is adequately constructed and 

does not prevent fish passage. 
- Regular check undertaken during 

inspections 

2. Maintains the structure so:  
a. It does not become 

blocked and is free 
flowing  

b. Any erosion or 
instability of the 
stream bank is 
remedied by the 
consent holder  

Site inspections 

- Yes 
- Site inspections indicated the Site 

Manager is continually working on 
improving this aspect and regularly 
checks the culvert 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Consent Monitoring Annual Reports

131



78 

 
 

Purpose 5938-2.0: To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review Compliance achieved? 

3. Review condition  No review pursued  N/A 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall administrative performance with respect to this consent  

High 
 
High 

N/A = not applicable 

 

Table 27 Summary of performance for consent 6211-1 

Purpose 6211-1.0: To realign a stream at Mokau Road, Uruti 

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review Compliance achieved? 

1. Notification prior to 
commencement of works 

Works undertaken and assessed 
by investigating officer Yes 

2. Realignment in 
accordance with 
application 

Site inspections Yes 

3. Best practicable option Site inspections Yes 

4. Minimisation of discharge Site inspections Yes 

5. Minimisation of riverbed 
disturbance Site inspections Yes 

6. Optional review of 
consent No review due this period N/A 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall administrative performance with respect to this consent  

High 
 
High 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 28 Summary of performance for consent 6212-1 

Purpose 6212-1.0: To establish and maintain a culvert at Mokau Road, Uruti 

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review Compliance achieved? 

1. Notification prior to 
commencement of works 

Inspections  - Yes 
- Works undertaken this period and 

inspectorate were informed, some 
additional rocks were added to the 
downstream side of the culvert 
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Purpose 6212-1.0: To establish and maintain a culvert at Mokau Road, Uruti 

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during 
period under review Compliance achieved? 

which lifted the static water level 
within the stream 

- Additional work is planned for this 
summer  

- The works will be assessed over 
time to make sure that adequate 
fish passage is maintained 

2. Replacement of 
temporary culvert 

N/A - Yes 

3. Construction in 
accordance with 
application 

Site inspections - Yes 

4. Best practicable option Inspections  - Yes 

5. Minimisation of riverbed 
disturbance  

Site inspections - Yes 

6. Provision of fish passage Inspections - Yes 
- Site inspections indicated that 

recent works are aiding with fish 
passage, additional works planned 
for this summer 

- Continual monitoring of this will be 
undertaken  

7. Reinstatement of site N/A - N/A 

8. Optional review of 
consent 

No review due this period - N/A 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall administrative performance with respect to this consent  

Good 
 
High 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 29 Summary of performance for consent 10063-1.0 

Purpose 10063-1.0: To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 

Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

1. Authorises the discharge of 
treated stormwater into 
unnamed tributary of 
Haehanga Stream in line 
with the original application  

Inspection-Quarry was not operated 
this monitoring period, all stormwater 
directed to grassland off access track 
via cut-off drain  

- Yes  

2. Notification of quarry works  Consent exercised  - Yes  
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Purpose 10063-1.0: To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 

Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

3. Adopt best practicable 
option  

Inspection identified the quarry was 
not operated this monitoring period  

- Yes 
- Cut-off drains inspected and 

found to be working well. 
Continually checked by site 
manager  

4. Shall operate and 
progressively reinstate the 
quarry site in a manner 
which ensures exposed 
areas are kept to a 
minimum at all times  

Not assessed as quarry not 
operational  

- NA 

5. Ensure no area greater than 
1 ha is exposed at any one 
time  

Online assessment  - Yes 
- Inspection and online review 

indicated the current quarry 
area is 6,000 m2 

- The access track is 4,000 m2 

6. The stormwater discharged 
shall not exceed 4 ha 

Not assessed this period  - NA 

7. Stormwater treatment 
system shall be installed 
before any site works 
commence  

Inspections - Yes 
- Inspection indicated the 

stormwater cut-off drains and 
sediment traps are on the 
access track 

- Continual maintenance is 
required  

8. Stormwater treatment 
system shall be maintained 
for the life of the quarry 
operation  

Inspection indicated that this is on-
going 

- Yes 

9. All stormwater to be 
directed to stormwater 
treatment system prior to 
discharge to Haehanga 
Stream tributary  

Inspection  - Yes 

10. Constituents of the 
discharge shall meet the 
following standards: 
a. pH: 6.0-9.0 
b. suspended solids: 

<100g/m3  
c. total hydrocarbons: 

<15 g/m3 

Sampling - Surface water monitoring at 
HHG000100 indicated 
compliance with this condition.  
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Purpose 10063-1.0: To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 

Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

11. The pH may exceed 9.0 if 
the exceedance is the result 
of photosynthetic activity, 
however the discharge shall 
not alter the receiving 
waters by more than 0.5 pH 
after a mixing zone of 25 m 

Sampling  - NA 

12. After mixing the discharge 
shall not give rise to any of 
the following effects: 
a. Production of scums, 

films or foams  
b. Any conspicuous 

change in the colour or 
visual clarity  

c. Any emission of 
objectionable odour  

d. Rendering of fresh 
water unsuitable for 
farm animal  

e. Any significant adverse 
effects on aquatic life 

Inspection and sampling - Yes 
- Inspections and sampling did 

not indicate any of the 
following effects as process of 
the quarry operations 

13. The discharge shall not give 
rise to any of the following 
effects: 
a. A change in turbidity 

measurements 
upstream of the 
discharge point and 
below the discharge 
point of more than 
5NTU 

b. A change in turbidity 
measurements of 
greater than 5 NTU as a 
result of the discharge 

No turbidity monitoring undertaken 
this period 

- NA 

14. Maintain and update 
Contingency plan  

Notification and supply of records  - No 
- Not supplied  
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Purpose 10063-1.0: To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 

Haehanga Stream  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

15. Site shall be operated in a 
management plan which 
will contain the following:  
a. The loading and 

unloading of materials 
b. Maintenance of 

conveyance systems  
c. General housekeeping  
d. Management of the 

interceptor system 

Supply of management plan-Not 
received  

- No 
- Not received  

16. Notification pertaining to 
the change of nature of 
discharge  

Notification   - No 
- None received  

17. Consent lapse  Consent in effect  - NA 

18. Review condition  No review required quarry non-
operational this monitoring period  

- NA 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall administrative performance with respect to this consent  

Good 
 
Improvement required 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 30 Summary of performance for consent 10547-1.0 

Purpose 10547-1.0: To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, 

including the associated disturbance of the stream bed  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

1. The culvert pipe shall be a 
smooth bore plastic pipe 
and have an internal 
diameter of no less than 1 
metre and be no longer 
than 40 m 

Inspections  - Yes 

2. The fill over the top of the 
culvert pipe shall be 
comprised of suitable soils 
free of wood, humus and 
other organic matter. The 
embankment shall be well 
compacted in uniform 
layers not exceeding 300 
mm loose depth to achieve 
a compaction of at least 95 
% of maximum dry density 

Inspections  - Yes 

3. The fill over the top of the 
culvert pipe shall be 2.3 m 

Inspections  - Yes 
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Purpose 10547-1.0: To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, 

including the associated disturbance of the stream bed  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

above the invert of the 
culvert 

4. The consent holder shall 
notify the Chief Executive, 
Taranaki Regional Council, 
in writing at least 2 working 
days prior to the 
commencement of work 

Notification received via inspectorate  - Yes 

5. Between 1 May and 31 
October no work shall be 
undertaken on any part of 
the stream bed that is 
covered by water  

 - NA 

The consent holder shall 
take all practicable steps to 
minimise stream bed 
disturbance, sedimentation 
and increased turbidity 
during installation of the 
culvert, including by: 
e. completing all works in 

the minimum time 
practicable; 

f. avoiding placement of 
excavated material in the 
flowing channel;  

g. keeping machinery out 
of the actively flowing 
channel, as far as 
practicable; and 

h. reinstating any disturbed 
areas as far as 
practicable 

Inspections  - Yes 

6. A reinforced concrete 
headwall shall be installed 
at the inlet to the culvert 

Inspections  - Yes 

7. A layer of rock riprap 1000 
mm thick shall be installed 
in the stream bed. The 
riprap shall extend 5 metres 
downstream of the culvert 
outlet and 1 metre up the 
banks on both sides of the 
stream. The rock shall have 
the following grading: 
- 100% less than 800 mm 

diameter; 

Inspections  - Yes 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Consent Monitoring Annual Reports

137



84 

 
 

Purpose 10547-1.0: To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, 

including the associated disturbance of the stream bed  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

- 50% greater than 600 
mm diameter; 

- 90% greater than 350 
mm diameter 

 

8. The culvert shall not restrict 
fish passage 

Not assessed  - Not assessed by the Council 
biologist 

- This culvert is very large and 
long. The biologist did not feel 
safe to enter as it is a confined 
space  

9. The invert of the culvert 
shall be set below the 
existing stream bed by 200 
mm so that it fills with bed 
material and simulates the 
natural bed 
 

To be assessed  - NA 

10. The gradient of the culvert 
shall be no steeper than the 
natural gradient of the 
stream bed at the site 

 - Yes 
- On observation this appears to 

be in line with the gradient 

11. On completion of works, 
the banks of the channel 
upstream and downstream 
of the culvert shall be no 
steeper than the existing 
natural banks. Where the 
bank consists of fill, the fill 
must be well compacted 
with batter slopes no 
steeper than 2 horizontal to 
1 vertical 

Inspections  - Yes 

12. The culvert shall remain the 
responsibility of the consent 
holder and be maintained 
so that: 
a. it does not become 

blocked, and at all 
times allows the free 
flow of water through 
it; and 

b. the consent holder 
repairs any erosion, 
scour or instability of 
the stream bed or 
banks that the culvert 
causes 

Inspections  - Yes 
- Maintenance undertaken when 

required 
- Regularly inspected 
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Purpose 10547-1.0: To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, 

including the associated disturbance of the stream bed  

Condition requirement Means of monitoring during period 
under review Compliance achieved? 

13. In the event that any 
archaeological remains are 
discovered as a result of 
works authorised by this 
consent, the works shall 
cease immediately at the 
affected site and tangata 
whenua and the Chief 
Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council, shall be notified 
within one working day. 
Works may recommence at 
the affected area when 
advised to do so by the 
Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council 

 - None reported.  
- Note this was a replacement 

culvert 

14. This consent shall lapse on 
31 March 2023, unless the 
consent is given effect to 
before the end of that 
period or the Taranaki 
Regional Council fixes a 
longer period pursuant to 
section 125(1)(b) of the 
Resource Management Act 
1991 

 - Exercised  

15. Review condition  Not required currently.  - NA 

Overall assessment of consent compliance and environmental 
performance in respect of this consent 
Overall administrative performance with respect to this consent  

High 
 

High 

N/A = not applicable 

Table 31 RNZ resource consent compliance 2019-2020 monitoring period 

Consent  Environmental Performance  Administrative performance  

5838-2.2 (Discharge waste to land and 
water, Uruti)  Improvement required Poor 

5839-2 (Discharge emissions to air, Uruti) Poor Poor 

5892-2 (Stormwater Waitara Road)  High  High 

5938-2.0 (Twin culvert Uruti)  High  High 

6211-1 (Haehanga realignment Uruti)  High High 

6212-1 (Culvert, Uruti)  Good Good 

10063-1.0 Quarry discharge Good Improvement required 

10547-1.0 Culvert unnamed tributary High High 
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Table 32 Evaluation of environmental performance over time 

Year Consent no High Good Improvement req Poor 

2013-2014 

5838-2    1 

5839-2  1   

5892-2 1    

5893-2 1    

5938-1 1    

6211-1 1    

6212-1  1   

2014-2015 

5838-2   1  

5839-2  1   

5892-2 1    

5893-2 1    

5938-1 1    

6211-1 1    

6212-1   1  

2015-2016 

5838-2.2   1  

5839-2 1    

5893-2 1    

5892-2 1    

5938-2.2   1  

6211-1 1    

6212-1   1  

10063-1.0     

2016-2017 

5838-2.2  1   

5839-2 1    

5893-2 1    

5892-2 1    

5938-2.2   1  

6211-1 1    

6212-1   1  

10063-1.0     

2017-2018 
 

5838-2.2   1  

5839-2  1   

5893-2 1    

5892-2   1  

5938-2.0 1    
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Year Consent no High Good Improvement req Poor 

6211-1 1    

6212-1 1    

10063-1.0 Not assessed as quarry operations suspended 

2018-2019 

5838-2.2    1 

5839-2   1  

5892-2 1    

5938-2  1   

6211-1 1    

6212-1  1   

10063-1.0  1   

10547-1.0 1    

Totals  23 8 10 2 

During the year, the Company demonstrated a poor environmental and administrative performance with the 
resource consents as defined in Section 1.1.4.  

3.4 Recommendations from the 2018-2019 Annual Report 
In the 2018-2019 Annual Report, it was recommended: 

1. THAT in the first instance, monitoring of consented activities at Company facility of Uruti in the 2019-
2020 year be amended from that undertaken in 2018-2019, by the following:  

a. THAT the groundwater analysis be expanded to quarterly to account for further seasonal 
variation.  

b. THAT the soil sampling be expanded to account for a sample from each of the irrigation areas 
in order to assess change across the irrigation areas annually.  

2. The establishment of new surface water monitoring locations (three) below the new lower irrigation 
areas.  

3. Surface water monitoring to target summer low flows specifically.  
4. Inspections at the Waitara Road facility to be conducted at certain times in order to collect 

stormwater discharge samples.  
5. The implementation of in-situ multi-parameter probe/sonde be considered for installation in the 

lower reaches of the Haehanga Stream, below the irrigation areas to assess water quality 
continuously.  

6. The annual fish survey is proposed to be undertaken on a tri-annual basis. The rationale for this 
change in timing is to allow the Company to undertake enhanced riparian margin development 
across the whole catchment. This also includes the upper catchment of the Haehanga Stream which is 
particularly vulnerable to thermal impacts. In addition, the Company must complete all works and 
remedial items with regard to fish passage. These two areas are seen as key facets to aid the fish 
populations which are impacted by naturally occurring low flows in the summer months. Further, the 
Company must undertake operations which do not result in elevated contaminates entering the 
Haehanga Stream, as the last two monitoring periods have identified contaminant concentrations 
which could impact the biology of the Stream. These were identified during the low flow months, 
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where the biology of the stream is already stressed due to natural climatic forcing which is further 
exacerbated due to the above outlined facets.  

7. The proposed tri-annual fish survey will have an updated methodology to further align it with New 
Zealand Freshwater Fish Sampling Protocols which reflect best practice undertaken throughout the 
country.  

8. The annual macro-invertebrate survey will continue on an annual basis. In addition to this annual 
survey, specific regard will be given to assessing the degree of fish barrier and the degree of riparian 
development over the three year period.  

9. THAT should there be issues with environmental or administrative performance in 2019-2020, 
monitoring may be adjusted to reflect any additional investigation or intervention as found 
necessary. 

All of the above recommendations, apart from points 5 and 7, were implemented this monitoring period. 
Point 5 remains under consideration and may be included as a condition in the on-going consent renewal. 

3.5 Alterations to monitoring programmes for 2020-2021 
In designing and implementing the monitoring programmes for air/water discharges in the region, the 
Council has taken into account: 

• the extent of information already made available through monitoring or other means to date;  
• its relevance under the RMA; 
• the Council’s obligations to monitor consented activities and their effects under the RMA;  
• the record of administrative and environmental performances of the consent holder; and 
• reporting to the regional community.  

The Council also takes into account the scope of assessments required at the time of renewal of permits, 
and the need to maintain a sound understanding of industrial processes within Taranaki exercising resource 
consents. 

It is proposed that for 2020-2021 monitoring period that the monitoring of the consented activities at the 
Uruti facility on the Mokau Road continue at the same level as that undertaken in the 2019-2020 monitoring 
period, with the inclusion of bacteriological samples at all sites of the Haehanga Stream.  

That the implementation of an in-situ water quality probe remain a consideration and should a decline 
water quality results be recorded, then it should be installed, at the consent holder’s expense.   

It is proposed that for 2020-2021 monitoring period that the monitoring of the consented activities at the 
blending facility located on the Waitara Road, Brixton, continue at the same level as that undertaken in the 
2019-2020 monitoring period. 

It should be noted that the proposed programme represents a reasonable and risk-based level of 
monitoring for the site(s) in question. The Council reserves the right to subsequently adjust the programme 
from that initially prepared, should the need arise if potential or actual non-compliance is determined at any 
time during 2020-2021. 
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4 Recommendations 
1. THAT in the first instance, monitoring of consented activities at Uruti site in the 2020-2021 year 

continue at the same level as in 2019-2020, with the inclusion of the following: 
2. THAT the implementation of a telemetered in-situ water quality probe be installed, at the consent 

holder’s expense, as soon as practicable.  
3. Increased focus on ammonia and dissolved reactive phosphorous monitoring within the surface 

waters. 
4. Consideration of increasing the frequency of surface water monitoring round frequency to monthly.   
5. Bacteriological monitoring (E-coli) of the Haehanga Stream and the above and below the confluence 

with the Mimtangitua River.  
6. Consideration of targeted odour surveys in order to access for objectionable odour.  
7. It is proposed that for 2020-2021 monitoring period that the monitoring of the consented activities 

at the blending facility located on the Waitara Road, Brixton, continue at the same level as that 
undertaken in the 2019-2020 monitoring period. 

8. THAT should there be issues with environmental or administrative performance in 2020-2021, 
monitoring may be adjusted to reflect any additional investigation or intervention as found 
necessary. 
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Glossary of common terms and abbreviations 
The following abbreviations and terms may be used within this report:  

As* Arsenic. 
Biomonitoring Assessing the health of the environment using aquatic organisms. 
BOD Biochemical oxygen demand. A measure of the presence of degradable organic 

matter, taking into account the biological conversion of ammonia to nitrate. 
BODF Biochemical oxygen demand of a filtered sample. 
Bund A wall around a tank to contain its contents in the case of a leak. 
CBOD Carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand. A measure of the presence of 

degradable organic matter, excluding the biological conversion of ammonia to 
nitrate.  

cfu Colony forming units. A measure of the concentration of bacteria usually expressed 
as per 100 millilitre sample. 

COD Chemical oxygen demand. A measure of the oxygen required to oxidise all matter in 
a sample by chemical reaction. 

Conductivity Conductivity, an indication of the level of dissolved salts in a sample, usually 
measured at 25°C and expressed in µS/cm. 

Cu* Copper. 
Cumec A volumetric measure of flow- 1 cubic metre per second (1 m3s-1). 
DO Dissolved oxygen. 
DRP Dissolved reactive phosphorus. 
E.coli Escherichia coli, an indicator of the possible presence of faecal material and 

pathological micro-organisms. Usually expressed as colony forming units per 100 
millilitre sample. 

Ent Enterococci, an indicator of the possible presence of faecal material and 
pathological micro-organisms. Usually expressed as colony forming units per 100 
millilitre of sample. 

F Fluoride. 
FC Faecal coliforms, an indicator of the possible presence of faecal material and 

pathological micro-organisms. Usually expressed as colony forming units per 100 
millilitre sample. 

Fresh Elevated flow in a stream, such as after heavy rainfall. 
g/m2/day grams/metre2/day. 
g/m3 Grams per cubic metre, and equivalent to milligrams per litre (mg/L). In water, this is 

also equivalent to parts per million (ppm), but the same does not apply to gaseous 
mixtures. 

Incident  An event that is alleged or is found to have occurred that may have actual or 
potential environmental consequences or may involve non-compliance with a 
consent or rule in a regional plan. Registration of an incident by the Council does 
not automatically mean such an outcome had actually occurred. 

Intervention  Action/s taken by Council to instruct or direct actions be taken to avoid or reduce 
the likelihood of an incident occurring. 
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Investigation  Action taken by Council to establish what were the circumstances/events 
surrounding an incident including any allegations of an incident. 

Incident register The incident register contains a list of events recorded by the Council on the basis 
that they may have the potential or actual environmental consequences that may 
represent a breach of a consent or provision in a Regional Plan. 

L/s Litres per second. 
m2 Square Metres.. 
MCI Macroinvertebrate community index; a numerical indication of the state of biological 

life in a stream that takes into account the sensitivity of the taxa present to organic 
pollution in stony habitats. 

Mixing zone The zone below a discharge point where the discharge is not fully mixed with the 
receiving environment. For a stream, conventionally taken as a length equivalent to 
7 times the width of the stream at the discharge point. 

MPN Most Probable Number. A method used to estimate the concentration of viable 
microorganisms in a sample. 

µS/cm Microsiemens per centimetre. 
NH4 Ammonium, normally expressed in terms of the mass of nitrogen (N). 
NH3 Unionised ammonia, normally expressed in terms of the mass of nitrogen (N). 
NO3 Nitrate, normally expressed in terms of the mass of nitrogen (N). 
NTU Nephelometric Turbidity Unit, a measure of the turbidity of water. 
O&G Oil and grease, defined as anything that will dissolve into a particular organic 

solvent (e.g. hexane). May include both animal material (fats) and mineral matter 
(hydrocarbons).  

Pb* Lead. 
pH A numerical system for measuring acidity in solutions, with 7 as neutral. Numbers 

lower than 7 are increasingly acidic and higher than 7 are increasingly alkaline. The 
scale is logarithmic i.e. a change of 1 represents a ten-fold change in strength. For 
example, a pH of 4 is ten times more acidic than a pH of 5. 

Physicochemical Measurement of both physical properties (e.g. temperature, clarity, density) and 
chemical determinants (e.g. metals and nutrients) to characterise the state of an 
environment. 

PM10, PM2.5, PM1.0 Relatively fine airborne particles (less than 10 or 2.5 or 1.0 micrometre diameter, 
respectively). 

Resource consent  Refer Section 87 of the RMA. Resource consents include land use consents (refer 
Sections 9 and 13 of the RMA), coastal permits (Sections 12, 14 and 15), water 
permits (Section 14) and discharge permits (Section 15). 

RMA  Resource Management Act 1991 and including all subsequent amendments. 
SS Suspended solids. 
SQMCI Semi quantitative macroinvertebrate community index. 
Temp Temperature, measured in °C (degrees Celsius). 
Turb Turbidity, expressed in NTU. 

Zn* Zinc. 

*an abbreviation for a metal or other analyte may be followed by the letters 'As', to denote the amount of 
metal recoverable in acidic conditions. This is taken as indicating the total amount of metal that might be 
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solubilised under extreme environmental conditions. The abbreviation may alternatively be followed by the 
letter 'D', denoting the amount of the metal present in dissolved form rather than in particulate or solid 
form.  

For further information on analytical methods, contact a Science Services Manager. 
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Appendix I 
 

Resource consents held by 
Remediation New Zealand Ltd 

 
(For a copy of the signed resource consent 

please contact the TRC Consents department) 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Consent Monitoring Annual Reports

149



  

 

Water abstraction permits 

Section 14 of the RMA stipulates that no person may take, use, dam or divert any water, unless the activity is 
expressly allowed for by a resource consent or a rule in a regional plan, or it falls within some particular 
categories set out in Section 14. Permits authorising the abstraction of water are issued by the Council 
under Section 87(d) of the RMA.  

Water discharge permits 

Section 15(1)(a) of the RMA stipulates that no person may discharge any contaminant into water, unless the 
activity is expressly allowed for by a resource consent or a rule in a regional plan, or by national regulations. 
Permits authorising discharges to water are issued by the Council under Section 87(e) of the RMA.  

Air discharge permits 

Section 15(1)(c) of the RMA stipulates that no person may discharge any contaminant from any industrial or 
trade premises into air, unless the activity is expressly allowed for by a resource consent, a rule in a regional 
plan, or by national regulations. Permits authorising discharges to air are issued by the Council under 
Section 87(e) of the RMA.  

Discharges of wastes to land 

Sections 15(1)(b) and (d) of the RMA stipulate that no person may discharge any contaminant onto land if it 
may then enter water, or from any industrial or trade premises onto land under any circumstances, unless 
the activity is expressly allowed for by a resource consent, a rule in a regional plan, or by national 
regulations. Permits authorising the discharge of wastes to land are issued by the Council under Section 
87(e) of the RMA.  

Land use permits 

Section 13(1)(a) of the RMA stipulates that no person may in relation to the bed of any lake or river use, 
erect, reconstruct, place, alter, extend, remove, or demolish any structure or part of any structure in, on, 
under, or over the bed, unless the activity is expressly allowed for by a resource consent, a rule in a regional 
plan, or by national regulations. Land use permits are issued by the Council under Section 87(a) of the RMA.  

Coastal permits 

Section 12(1)(b) of the RMA stipulates that no person may erect, reconstruct, place, alter, extend, remove, or 
demolish any structure that is fixed in, on, under, or over any foreshore or seabed, unless the activity is 
expressly allowed for by a resource consent, a rule in a regional plan, or by national regulations. Coastal 
permits are issued by the Council under Section 87(c) of the RMA.  
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Consent 5838-2.2 

For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

Page 1 of 9 

Doc# 1558541-v1

Discharge Permit 
Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 

a resource consent is hereby granted by the 
Taranaki Regional Council 

 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
PO Box 8045 
New Plymouth 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date 
(Change): 

20 August 2015 

  
Commencement Date 
(Change): 

20 August 2015 (Granted Date: 27 May 2010) 

 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To discharge:   

a) waste material to land for composting; and  
b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations;  
onto and into land in circumstances where contaminants may 
enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into 
an unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2018 
  
Review Date(s): June 2016, June 2017 
  
Site Location: 1450 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Legal Description: Sec 34 Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD (Discharge site) 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) Between 1731656E-5686190N, 1733127E-5684809N,  

1732277E-5685101N, 1732658E-5684545N &  
1732056E-5684927N 

  
Catchment: Mimi 
  
Tributary: Haehanga  
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
 
 
Special conditions 
 
1. The consent holder shall at all times adopt the best practicable option, as defined in 

section 2 of the Resource Management Act 1991, to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment from the exercise of this consent. 

Acceptable wastes 
2. The raw materials accepted onsite shall be limited to the following: 

• Paunch grass; 

• Animal manure from meat processing plant stock yards and dairy farm oxidation 
pond solids;  

• Green vegetative wastes; 

• Biosolids wastes including, but not limited to, pellets from wastewater treatment 
plants; 

• Mechanical pulping pulp and paper residue (excluding any pulping wastes that 
have been subject to chemical pulping or treated or mixed with any substance or 
material containing chlorine or chlorinated compounds); 

• Solid drilling cuttings from hydrocarbon exploration provided they are blended 
down to a maximum hydrocarbon content of 5.0% total petroleum hydrocarbon 
within 3 days of being received onsite; 

• Water based and synthetic based drilling fluids from hydrocarbon exploration 
provided they are blended down to a maximum hydrocarbon content of 5.0% total 
petroleum hydrocarbon content within 3 days of being brought onto the site; 

• Produced water from hydrocarbon exploration; 

• Vegetable waste solids (being processing by-products); 

• Grease trap waste (from food service industries); 

• Fish skeletal and muscle residue post filleting (free from offal); and 

• Poultry industry waste (eggshells, yolks, macerated chicks and chicken 
mortalities).   

 
The acceptance of any other materials shall only occur if the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council advises in writing that he is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the 
other materials will have minimal effects beyond those materials listed above.  
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3. Before bringing waste to the site the consent holder shall take a representative sample of 
each type of drilling waste permitted under condition two from each individual source, 
and have it analysed for the following: 

a. total petroleum hydrocarbons (C6-C9, C10-C14, C15-C36); 
b. benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes; 
c. polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons screening; 
d. heavy metals screening; and 
e. chloride, nitrogen, pH, potassium, and sodium. 

 
The results of the analysis require by this condition shall be forwarded to the Chief 
Executive, Taranaki Regional Council every three months or upon request. 
 

4. Material produced as a result of a dissolved air flotation process shall not be accepted on 
site. 

Maintenance of measures 
5. All sediment ponds and silt traps on site, that are located upstream of the pond 

treatment system or wetland treatment system, shall be managed so that they are no 
more than 20% full of solids at any one time.  

 
Note:  For the purposes of this condition, the location of the pond treatment system and 
wetland treatment system are shown on Figure 1, attached as Appendix 1 of this 
consent. 

 
6. All treatment measures on site shall be implemented and maintained so that: 

• clearwater runoff is prevented from entering Pad 1, Pad 2 and the Drill Mud Pad; 
and 

• all stormwater and/or leachate from Pad 1, Pad 2, the Drill Mud Pad and any 
other exposed areas within the composting site is directed for treatment through 
the Pond or Wetland Treatment System. 

 
Note:  For the purposes of this condition, the location and extent of Pad 1, Pad 2 and the 
Drill Mud Pad are shown on Figure 1, attached as Appendix 1 of this consent. 

 
7. Any pond(s) used on site for the purposes of stormwater and leachate treatment shall be 

constructed and maintained in a manner which prevents the seepage of wastewater 
through the pond liners entering surface water or groundwater. 

Irrigation  
8. The consent holder shall record the following information in association with irrigating 

wastewater to land: 
 

a) the date, time and hours of irrigation; 
b) the volume of wastewater irrigated to land; 
c) the conductivity of the irrigation fluid (measured in mS/m); 
d) the source of the wastewater (e.g. Pond or Wetland Treatment System); and 
e) the location and extent where the wastewater was irrigated. 

The above records shall be made available to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council, on request. 
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9. There shall be no direct discharge to water as a result of irrigating wastewater to land.  
This includes, but is not necessarily limited to, ensuring the following: 

• No irrigation shall occur closer than 25 metres to any surface water body; 

• The discharge does not result in surface ponding; 

• No spray drift enters surface water; 

• The discharge does not occur at a rate at which it cannot be assimilated by the 
soil/pasture system; and 

• The pasture cover within irrigation areas is maintained at all times. 
 
10. Treated wastewater discharged by irrigation to land shall not have a hydrocarbon 

content exceeding 5% total petroleum hydrocarbon or a sodium adsorption ratio 
exceeding 18. 
 

11. Discharges irrigated to land shall not give rise to any of the following adverse effects in 
the Haehanga Stream, after a mixing zone extending 30 metres from the downstream 
extent of the irrigation areas; 

 

a) a rise in filtered carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand of more than 2.00 gm-3; 
b) a level of unionised ammonia greater than 0.025 gm-3; 
c) an increase in total recoverable hydrocarbons; 
d) chloride levels greater than 150 g/m3; 
e) the production of any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or floatable 

or suspended materials; 
f) any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; 
g) any emission of objectionable odour; 
h) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; and 
i) any significant adverse effects on aquatic life. 

Soil quality  
12. Representative soil samples shall, be taken from each irrigation area at intervals not 

exceeding 6 months and analysed for total petroleum hydrocarbons, benzene, toluene, 
ethylbenzene, and xylene. 

 
13. Representative soil samples shall be taken from each irrigation area at intervals not 

exceeding 3 months and analysed for chloride, sodium, magnesium, calcium, potassium, 
total, soluble salts, and conductivity. 

 
14. Before 30 November 2015 the holder shall review and update the Uruti Composting 

Facility Management Plan supplied in support of application 5838-2.2 and any changes 
shall be submitted for approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, 
acting in a certification capacity The plan shall be adhered to and reviewed on an annual 
basis (or as required) and any changes shall be submitted for approval to the Chief 
Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, acting in a certification capacity. The shall plan  
include but not limited to: 

 

a) Trigger limits for the three tier management system tiers set out in section 3.1 of the 
Uruti Composting Facility Management Plan; 

b) Monitoring frequencies of soil and groundwater in Tiers one, two, and three; 
c) Remediation options for Tier three irrigation areas; 
d) Riparian planting of irrigation areas; 
e) Stormwater improvements at the site ; 
f) Water storage for dilution and remediation; and 
g) Soil and groundwater data analysis. 
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Groundwater quality  
15. The consent holder shall establish and maintain at least one groundwater monitoring 

well at each of the following locations for the purpose of monitoring the effect of the 
wastewater discharges on groundwater quality: 

 
a. up gradient of the irrigation areas in an un-impacted area; 
b. down gradient of the extent of the irrigation of each area; 
c. down gradient of the duck pond and drill mud pits and up gradient of irrigation 

area H for the purpose of assessing integrity clay liners of drilling waste treatment 
ponds, and 

d. at NZTM 1731518N-5686536E (approximately 40 metres south of SH3) for the 
purpose of assess groundwater near the northern boundary. 

 
For the purposes of clarification this condition requires four new bores to be installed for 
the purposes of establishing irrigation areas F & E and in accordance with the Uruti 
Composting Facility Management Plan 2015 supplied with application 5838-2.2. 

 
16. Any new groundwater monitoring wells required by condition 15 shall be installed to 

the following standards; 
 

a) Prior to installation of any new wells, confirmed NZTM GPS locations shall be 
provided to the Taranaki Regional Council for approval; 

b) All new wells shall be at least 25 metres from any water way (unless otherwise 
authorised by a separate consent) and be accessible by vehicle; 

c) All new wells shall be installed by a qualified driller and designed to encounter 
groundwater and accommodate expected annual fluctuations in water level -i.e. 
screened sections and filter packs to be located next to the water bearing horizons; 

d) Soils encountered during installation shall be logged by a suitably qualified and 
graphic logs of the soils and well construction are to be supplied to the Taranaki 
Regional Council;  

e) All new wells shall be surveyed for topographical elevation by a suitably qualified 
person; 

f) All wells shall completed with an appropriate riser, riser cap, toby and be fenced to 
prevent stock access; 

g) Prior to any irrigation occurring in any new irrigation area, a groundwater sample 
shall be collected from the down gradient well by a suitably qualified person, using 
a method approved by the Chief Executive of the Taranaki Regional Council and 
analysed and analysed for sodium, calcium, magnesium, nitrate, ammoniacal 
nitrogen, pH, chloride, and conductivity. 

 
Adherence to New Zealand Standard 4477:2001 will ensure compliance with this 
condition. 

 
17. The consent holder shall undertake weekly groundwater level, temperature, and 

conductivity readings from each well within a single eight hour period using a method 
approved by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council.  Results shall be 
recorded in a cumulative spread sheet, a copy of which shall be forwarded to the 
Taranaki Regional Council every three months, or upon request. 
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18. Groundwater samples shall be collected from all monitoring wells required under 
condition 15 at intervals not exceeding 6 months by a suitably qualified person using a 
method approved by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council and analysed for; 
total petroleum hydrocarbons, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene, lead and arsenic. 

 
19. Groundwater samples shall be collected from all monitoring wells required under 

condition 15 at intervals not exceeding 3 months by a suitably qualified person using a 
method approved by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council and analysed for; 
chloride, sodium, magnesium, calcium, total soluble salts, and conductivity. 

Pond Treatment System  
20. The consent holder shall prepare a Pond Treatment System Management Plan which 

details management practices undertaken to maximise treatment capabilities of the 
system.  The plan shall be submitted for approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council, acting in a certification capacity, within one month of the 
commencement date of this consent. 

 
The Management Plan shall address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following 
matters: 

 
a) how the build up of sediment and/or sludge will be managed within the entire 

system, how the level of build-up will be monitored including factors that will 
trigger management, and the frequency of undertaking the identified measures or 
procedures; 

b) how overloading of the system will be prevented; and 
c) how any offensive or objectionable odours at or beyond the site boundary will be 

avoided in accordance with condition 13 of consent 5839-2. 
 

21. Operations on site shall be undertaken in accordance with the Pond Treatment System 
Management Plan, approved under condition 20 above, except in circumstances when 
the Proposed Implementation Plan, approved under condition 9 of consent 5839-2, 
specifies otherwise. 

Wetland Treatment System 
22. The consent holder shall prepare a Wetland Treatment System Management Plan that 

details management practices undertaken to maximise treatment capabilities of the 
system.  The plan shall be submitted for approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council, acting in a certification capacity, within one month of the 
commencement date of this consent. 

 
The Management Plan shall address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following 
matters: 

 
a) how the build up of sediment and/or sludge will be managed within the entire 

system, how the level of build-up will be monitored including factors which will 
trigger management, and the frequency of undertaking the identified measures or 
procedures; and 

b) how plant die-off within the system will be managed, and the frequency and/or 
timing of undertaking the identified measures or procedures. 
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23. Operations on site shall be undertaken in accordance with the Wetland Treatment 
System Management Plan, approved under condition 22 above. 

 
24. The discharge from the Wetland Treatment System shall meet the following standards 

(at monitoring site IND003008): 
 

a) the suspended solids concentration shall not exceed 100 g/m³; and 
b) the pH shall be between 6.0 and 9.0. 

 
25. Discharges from the Wetland Treatment System shall not give rise to any of the 

following effects in the unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, after a mixing zone 
of 40 metres, at established monitoring site HHG000103 (at or about grid reference 
1732695E-5685050N): 

 
a) a rise in filtered carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand of more than 2.00 gm-3; 
b) a level of unionised ammonia greater than 0.025 gm-3; 
c) the production of any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or floatable 

or suspended materials; 
d) any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; 
e) any emission of objectionable odour; 
f) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; and 
g) any significant adverse effects on aquatic life. 

Riparian planting  
26. The consent holder shall maintain the areas of riparian planting, undertaken in 

accordance with option 1 of riparian management plan RMP383, by ensuring the 
ongoing replacement of plants which do not survive, the eradication of weeds until the 
plants are well established, and the exclusion of stock from the planted areas. 

Incident notification 
27. The consent holder shall keep a permanent record of any incident related to this consent 

that results, or could result, in an adverse effect on the environment.  The consent holder 
shall make the incident register available to the Taranaki Regional Council on request.  

 
Details of any incident shall be forwarded to the Taranaki Regional Council 
immediately.  At the grant date of this consent, the Taranaki Regional Council’s phone 
number is 0800 736 222 (24 hour service). 

Site reinstatement  
28. The consent holder shall prepare a Site Exit Plan which details how the site is going to be 

reinstated prior to the consent expiring or being surrendered.  The Plan shall be 
submitted for approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, acting in a 
certification capacity, at least 6 months prior to this consent expiring or being 
surrendered.  

 
The Site Exit Plan shall address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following matters: 

a) How the site will be reinstated so that no raw materials listed or approved under 
condition 2 of this consent remain on site; 

b) How the site will be reinstated so that no partially decomposed material remains on 
site; 
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c) How any remaining leachate or sludge, resulting from the operation, will be either 
removed from the site, buried, treated or otherwise to avoid any adverse effects on 
groundwater or surface water;  

d) The remediation of irrigated soils and groundwater; and 

e) Timeframes for undertaking the activities identified in association with a) to c) 
above. 

Note:  The requirement of this condition shall not apply if the consent holder applies for 
a new consent to replace this consent when it expires.  

 
29. The consent holder shall reinstate the site in accordance with the plan approved under 

condition 28 above prior to this consent expiring or being surrendered.  

Review 
30. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 

the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, delete 
or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review within one 
month of approving the plan required under condition 9 of consent 5839-2 and/or 
during the month of June in any year for any of the following purposes: 

a) Ensuring that the conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the 
environment arising from the exercise of this resource consent, and in particular to 
address any more than minor adverse effects relating to odour discharges from the 
site and/or water quality issues; 

b) To incorporate into the consent any modification to the operation and maintenance 
procedures or monitoring that may be necessary to deal with any adverse effects on 
the environment arising from changes in association with condition 9 of consent 
5839-2; and 

c) To determine any measures that may be appropriate to comply with condition 1 of 
this consent, and which are necessary to address any adverse effects relating to the 
wastewater discharges and/or odour from the site.  

 
 
Signed at Stratford on 20 August 2015 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     A D McLay 
  Director - Resource Management 
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Appendix 1 of consent 5838 

 
Figure 1 The location and extent of the Pond Treatment System, Wetland Treatment System, Pads 1 and 2, 

and the Drill Mud Pad. 
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Consent 5839-2 

For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

 

 
 
 

Discharge Permit 
Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 

a resource consent is hereby granted by the 
Taranaki Regional Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
P O Box 8045 
NEW PLYMOUTH 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date: 27 May 2010       
  

Commencement 
Date: 

18 June 2010 

 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and 

dust, from composting operations between (NZTM) 
1731704E-5685796N, 1733127E-5684809N, 1732277E-
5685101N, 1732451E-5684624N and 1732056E-
5684927N  

  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2018         
  
Review Date(s): June 2011, June 2012, June 2013, June 2014, June 2015, 

June 2016, June 2017 
  
Site Location: 1450 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Legal Description: Sec 34 Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD 
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Consent 5839-2 

 

General condition 

a.      The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council [the Council] all the 
administration, monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance 
to section 36 of the Resource Management Act. 

 
 
General  
 
1. The consent holder shall at all times adopt the best practicable option, as defined in 

section 2 of the Resource Management Act 1991, to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment from the exercise of this consent. 

2. The surface areas of Pad 1 and Pad 2 shall not exceed 3,500 m² and 4,000 m², 
respectively. 

Note:  For the purposes of this condition, the location and extent of Pad 1 and Pad 2 are 
shown on Figure 1, attached as Appendix 1 of this consent. 

 
Incoming material  
 
3. The raw materials accepted onsite shall be limited to the following: 
  

• Paunch grass; 

• Animal manure from meat processing plant stock yards and dairy farm oxidation 
pond solids;  

• Green vegetative wastes; 

• Biosolids wastes including, but not limited to, pellets from wastewater treatment 
plants; 

• Mechanical pulping pulp and paper residue [excluding any pulping wastes that 
have been subject to chemical pulping or treated or mixed with any substance or 
material containing chlorine or chlorinated compounds]; 

• Solid drilling cuttings from hydrocarbon exploration provided they are blended 
down to a maximum hydrocarbon content of 5.0 % total petroleum hydrocarbon 
within 3 days of being received onsite; 

• Water based and synthetic based drilling fluids from hydrocarbon exploration 
provided they are blended down to a maximum hydrocarbon content of 5.0 % total 
petroleum hydrocarbon content within 3 days of being brought onto the site; 

• Produced water from hydrocarbon exploration; 

• Vegetable waste solids [being processing by-products]; 

• Grease trap waste [from food service industries]; 

• Fish skeletal and muscle residue post filleting [free from offal]; and 

• Poultry industry waste [eggshells, yolks, macerated chicks and chicken 
mortalities].   

 
The acceptance of any other materials shall only occur if the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council advises in writing that he is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the 
other materials will have minimal effects beyond those materials listed above.  

4. Material produced as a result of a dissolved air flotation process shall not be accepted 
on site. 
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5. The consent holder shall record the following information in association with 
accepting all incoming material on site: 

 
 a) the date and time that the material is accepted; 
 b) description of the material; and 
 c) the approximate volumes of material. 

The above records shall be made available to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council, on request. 

 
Management practices  
 
6. The consent holder shall prepare a Site Practices Management Plan which details 

management practices undertaken to ensure that offensive or objectionable odours at 
or beyond the site boundary will be avoided in accordance with condition 13 of this 
consent.  The plan shall be submitted for approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council, acting in a certification capacity, within one month of the 
commencement date of this consent. 

 
 The Management Plan shall address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following 

matters: 
 

a) identification of all activities on site which have the potential to generate odour 
[e.g. turning compost piles, removing sludge from ponds]; 

b) the conditions and/or time of day when activities identified under a) above 
should be undertaken [e.g. during favourable weather conditions and the 
identification of those conditions] and/or measures that shall be implemented 
to avoid odours arising [e.g. containment measures]; 

c) measures undertaken to minimise odours during receiving and storing 
material on Pad 1 and Pad 2 and throughout the composting and vermiculture 
processes [e.g. method[s] used to cover material once received, how anaerobic 
conditions are maintained];  

d) measures undertaken to minimise odours arising in the Wetland Treatment 
System, and identification of the time of year and/or frequency when 
undertaken;  

e) measures undertaken to minimise odours arising in the Pond Treatment 
System and associated treatment measures [e.g. silt traps located upstream], 
and identification of the time of year and/or frequency when undertaken; and 

f) details of how a complaint investigation procedure shall operate, including 
what data shall be collected and what feedback is to be provided to the 
complaint.  

 

7. Operations on site shall be undertaken in accordance with the Site Practices 
Management Plan, approved under condition 6 above, except in circumstances when 
the Proposed Implementation Plan, approved under condition 9 of this consent, 
specifies otherwise. 
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Site audit and implementation  
 
8. The consent holder shall engage a suitably qualified and experienced professional to 

prepare and submit an Odour Assessment Report for approval to the Chief Executive, 
Taranaki Regional Council, acting in a certification capacity, within three months of 
the commencement date of this consent.  The professional that the consent holder 
engages shall be to the reasonable approval of the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council. 

 
 The report shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: 
 

a) The appropriateness of the management practices and control measures 
undertaken in avoiding offensive and/or objectionable odours arising beyond 
the property boundary in association with the composting processes on Pad 1; 

 b) Recommendations in association with a) above; 
c) The appropriateness of the design and management of the Pond Treatment 

System and associated pre-treatment devices (e.g. silt ponds) in effectively 
managing odours arising from treating leachate derived from Pad 1 and 
avoiding offensive and/or objectionable odours arising beyond the property 
boundary; and 

d) Recommendations in association with c) above. 
 

For assisting with the above assessment, the consent holder shall provide a copy of the 
documents listed below to the engaged and approved professional: 

 

• The Taranaki Regional Council final officers report and hearing decision report for 
applications 5276 and 5277; 

• Consent certificates [including conditions] for consents 5838-2 and 5839-2; 

• The Pond Treatment System Management Plan approved under condition 18 of 
consent 5838-2; and 

• The Site Practices Management Plan approved under condition 6 of this consent. 
 
9. The consent holder shall prepare and submit a Proposed Implementation Plan for 

approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, acting in a certification 
capacity, within one month of the Odour Assessment Report being approved under 
condition 8 above.   

 
 The Plan shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: 
 

a) Management practices and/or control measures proposed to be implemented 
in association with the composting processes on Pad 1, of which are from the 
recommendations of the Odour Assessment Report, approved in accordance 
with condition 8; 

b) Management practices and/or control measures proposed to be implemented 
in association with the Pond Treatment System, of which are from the 
recommendations of the Odour Assessment Report, approved in accordance 
with condition 8; 

c) The reasons for the chosen practices and/or measures identified in accordance 
with a) and b) above 

d) A timeframe by when each of the practices and/or measures identified in 
accordance with a) and b) above will be implemented 
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e) Identification of appropriate management practices to ensure the on-going 
functionality of any chosen control measures identified in accordance with a) 
and b) above 

 
10. Operations and activities on site shall be undertaken in accordance with the Proposed 

Implementation Plan, approved under condition 9 above.  
 
Dust 
 
11. The dust deposition rate beyond the boundary of the consent holder’s site arising from 

the discharge shall be less than 4.0 g/m2/30 days.  

 Note:  For the purposes of this condition, the consent holder’s site is defined as Sec 34 
Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD. 

12. Any discharge to air from the site shall not give rise to any offensive, objectionable, 
noxious or toxic levels of dust at or beyond the boundary of the consent holder’s site, 
and in any case, total suspended particulate matter shall not exceed 120 µg/m3 as a 24 
hour average [measured under ambient conditions] beyond the boundary of the 
consent holder’s site.  

 Note:  For the purposes of this condition, the consent holder’s site is defined as Sec 34 
Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD. 

 
Odour 
 
13. The discharges authorised by this consent shall not give rise to an odour at or beyond 

the boundary of the consent holder’s site that is offensive or objectionable.    
 

Note:  For the purposes of this condition:  

• The consent holder’s site is defined as Sec 34 Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD; and 

• Assessment under this condition shall be in accordance with the Good Practice 
Guide for Assessing and Managing Odour in New Zealand, Air Quality Report 36, 
Ministry for the Environment, 2003. 

 
Monitoring  

14. The consent holder shall install a monitoring device that continuously records wind 
speed and direction in the area of the composting activity.  The device shall be capable 
of logging collected data for at least six months and shall be installed and be 
operational within three months of the commencement date of this consent. 

The data shall be provided telemetrically to the Taranaki Regional Council.  If this 
method is not technically feasible, the data shall be provided to the Taranaki Regional 
Council at a frequency and a form advised by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council until such a time it is technically feasible to telemetric the data.  
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Odour surveys 

15. The consent holder shall undertake an odour survey within six months of the Plan 
approved under condition 9 of this consent being implemented and thereafter at 
yearly intervals during periods when metrological conditions are most likely to result 
in offsite odour.  The methodology for the survey shall be consistent with German 
Standard VDI 3940 “Determination of Odorants in Ambient Air by Field Inspection”, 
or similar.  Prior to the survey being carried out, the methodology shall be approved 
by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, acting in a certification capacity. 

The results of the survey shall be provided to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council, within three months of the survey being completed.  

 
Community liaison  
 
16. The consent holder and the Director – Resource Management, Taranaki Regional 

Council, or his delegate, shall meet locally as appropriate, six monthly or at such other 
frequency as the parties may agree, with submitters to the application of this consent 
and any other interested party at the discretion of the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council, to discuss any matter relating to the exercise of this consent, in order 
to facilitate ongoing community consultation. 

 
Incident notification 
 
17. The consent holder shall keep a permanent record of any incident related to this 

consent that results, or could result, in an adverse effect on the environment.  The 
consent holder shall make the incident register available to the Taranaki Regional 
Council on request.  

 
 Details of any incident shall be forwarded to the Taranaki Regional Council 

immediately.  At the grant date of this consent, the Council’s phone number is 0800 736 
222 [24 hour service]. 

 
Site reinstatement  

18. The consent holder shall prepare a Site Exit Plan which details how the site is going to 
be reinstated prior to the consent expiring or being surrendered.  The Plan shall be 
submitted for approval to the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, acting in a 
certification capacity, at least 3 months prior to this consent expiring or being 
surrendered.  

 The Site Exit Plan shall address, but not necessarily be limited to, the following 
matters: 

a) How the site will be reinstated so that no raw materials listed or approved under 
condition 3 of this consent remain on site; 

b) How the site will be reinstated so that no partially decomposed material remains 
on site; 

c) How any remaining leachate or sludge, resulting from the operation, will be 
either removed from the site, buried, treated or otherwise to avoid any adverse 
effects on groundwater or surface water; and 
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d) Timeframes for undertaking the activities identified in association with a) to c) 
above. 

 Note:  The requirement of this condition shall not apply if the consent holder applies 
for a new consent to replace this consent when it expires.  

19. The consent holder shall reinstate the site in accordance with the Plan approved under 
condition 18 above prior to this consent expiring or being surrendered.  

 
Review 
 
20. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 

the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, 
delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review 
within one month of approving the plan required under condition 9 of this consent 
and/or during the month of June in any year for any of the following purposes: 

a) Ensuring that the conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on 
the environment arising from the exercise of this resource consent, and in 
particular to address any more than minor adverse effects relating to odour 
discharges from the site; 

b) To incorporate into the consent any modification to the operation and 
maintenance procedures or monitoring that may be necessary to deal with any 
adverse effects on the environment arising from changes in association with 
condition 9 of this consent; and 

c) To determine any measures that may be appropriate to comply with condition 
1 of this consent, and which are necessary to address any adverse effects of 
odour from the site.  

 
Signed at Stratford on 27 May 2010 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     Director-Resource Management 
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Appendix 1 of consent 5839-2 
 
 

 
Figure 1 The location and extent of the composting operation including Pads 1 and 2. 
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Consent 5892-2 

For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

 Doc# 515006-v1

 
 
 

Discharge Permit 
Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 

a resource consent is hereby granted by the 
Taranaki Regional Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
P O Box 8045 
NEW PLYMOUTH 4342 

 
 

 

Consent Granted 
Date: 

7 September 2006       

 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To discharge stormwater from worm farming operations 

onto and into land and into an unnamed tributary of the 
Waiongana Stream at or about (NZTM)  
1705949E-5679907N 

  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2020         
  
Review Date(s): June 2008, June 2014 
  
Site Location: 96 Waitara Road, Brixton, Waitara 
  
Legal Description: Lot 1 DP 19670 Blk III Paritutu SD 
  
Catchment: Waiongana 
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General conditions 
 
a) On receipt of a requirement from the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council the 

consent holder shall, within the time specified in the requirement, supply the 
information required relating to the exercise of this consent. 

 
b) Unless it is otherwise specified in the conditions of this consent, compliance with any 

monitoring requirement imposed by this consent must be at the consent holder's 
own expense. 

 
c) The consent holder shall pay to the Council all required administrative charges fixed 

by the Council pursuant to section 36 in relation to: 
 

i) the administration, monitoring and supervision of this consent; and     
ii) charges authorised by regulations. 

 
 
Special conditions 

 
1. This consent shall be exercised generally in accordance with the information 

submitted in support of applications 1559 and 4037.  In the case of any contradiction 
between the documentation submitted in support of applications 1559 and 4037 and 
the conditions of this consent, the conditions of this consent shall prevail.  

 
2. At all times the consent holder shall adopt the best practicable option, as defined in 

section 2 of the Act, to prevent or minimise any actual or likely adverse effect on the 
environment associated with worm farming activities and the discharge of 
stormwater onto and into land. 

 

3. Within three months of granting of this consent the consent holder shall prepare and 
maintain a stormwater management plan to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive, 
Taranaki Regional Council. This plan shall be updated as required by any significant 
changes to plant processes. 

 
4. The consent holder shall keep and make available to the Chief Executive, Taranaki 

Regional Council, upon request, records of the nature and volume of all wastes 
received at the site; such records to be kept for at least 12 months. 

 
5. The exercise of this consent shall not result in any contamination of groundwater or 

surface water, other than as provided for in special condition 6 of this consent.  
 
6. The stormwater treatment system shall be maintained to the satisfaction of the Chief 

Executive, Taranaki Regional Council. 
 
  The following concentrations shall not be exceeded within the discharge effluent: 

 
Component Concentration 

pH (range) 6.5-8.5 
suspended solids 100 gm-3 
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This condition shall apply prior to any stormwater prior to leaving the site into the 
neighbouring drain, at a designated sampling point approved by the Chief Executive, 
Taranaki Regional Council. 

 
7. After allowing for reasonable mixing, with a mixing zone extending seven times the 

width of the receiving waters downstream of the discharge point, the discharge shall 
not give rise to any of the following effects in the receiving waters of the unnamed 
tributary: 
 
a) the production of any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or 

floatable or suspended materials; 
b) any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; 
c) any emission or objectionable odour; 
d) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; 
e) any significant adverse effects on aquatic life. 
 

8. The consent holder shall ensure that except when discharging, windrows shall be 
covered at all times.   
 

9. Prior to undertaking any alterations to the processes or operations which 
significantly change the nature or quantity of contaminants emitted from the site, the 
consent holder shall consult with the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, 
and shall obtain any necessary approvals under the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
10. The Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, shall be advised in writing at least 

48 hours prior to the reinstatement of the site and the reinstatement shall be carried 
out so as to minimise effects on stormwater quality, and to meet the criteria of Tables 
4.11, 4.14 & 4.20 of the Ministry for the Environment (1999) document ‘Guidelines for 
Assessing & Managing Petroleum Hydrocarbon Contaminated sites in N.Z.’. 

 
11. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 

1991, the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, 
amend, delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of 
review during the month of June 2008 and/or June 2014, for the purpose of ensuring 
that the conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment 
arising from the exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at 
the time the application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at 
the time. 

 
 
Transferred at Stratford on 22 September 2008 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     Director-Resource Management 
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For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

Page 1 of 2 

Doc# 1563616-v1

 
Land Use Consent 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 
a resource consent is hereby granted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
PO Box 8045 
New Plymouth 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date: 01 September 2015 
  
Commencement Date: 01 September 2015 
 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle 

access purposes 
  
Expiry Date: 01 June 2033 
  
Review Date(s): June 2021 and June 2027 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Legal Description: Sec 34 Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara  (site of structure) 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) 1731706E - 5685779N 
  
Catchment: Mimi 
  
Tributary: Haehanga 
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
 
Special conditions 
  
1. The consent holder shall ensure that the stream bed downstream from the structure is 

built up with appropriate material before 31 March 2016 to allow for fish passage and 
from this date forward the structure shall not prevent the passage of fish. 

2. The consent holder shall maintain the structure so that: 
 

(a) it does not become blocked and at all times allows the free flow of water through 
it; 

(b) any erosion, scour or instability of the stream bed or banks is remedied by the 
consent holder. 

 
3. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, the 

Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, delete or add to 
the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review during the month of June 
2021 and/or June 2027, for the purpose of ensuring that the conditions are adequate to deal 
with any adverse effects on the environment arising from the exercise of this resource 
consent, which were either not foreseen at the time the application was considered or which it 
was not appropriate to deal with at the time. 

 
Signed at Stratford on 01 September 2015 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
  A D McLay 
 Director - Resource Management 
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For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

 Doc# 515053-v1

 
 
 

Land Use Consent 
Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 

a resource consent is hereby granted by the 
Taranaki Regional Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
P O Box 8045 
NEW PLYMOUTH 4342 

 
 

 

Consent Granted 
Date: 

26 September 2003       

 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimi 

catchment for land improvement purposes at or about 
(NZTM) 1732402E-5684777N 

  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2021         
  
Review Date(s): June 2009, June 2015 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Legal Description: Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD 
  
Catchment: Mimi 
  
Tributary: Haehanga 
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General conditions 
 

a) On receipt of a requirement from the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council the 
consent holder shall, within the time specified in the requirement, supply the 
information required relating to the exercise of this consent. 

 

b) Unless it is otherwise specified in the conditions of this consent, compliance with any 
monitoring requirement imposed by this consent must be at the consent holder's 
own expense. 

 

c) The consent holder shall pay to the Council all required administrative charges fixed 
by the Council pursuant to section 36 in relation to: 

 

i) the administration, monitoring and supervision of this consent; and     
ii) charges authorised by regulations. 

 
 
 
 
 
Special conditions 
 

1. The consent holder shall notify the Taranaki Regional Council at least 48 hours prior to 
and upon completion of any subsequent maintenance works that would involve 
disturbance of or deposition to the riverbed or discharges to water.  

 

2. The realignment authorised by this consent shall be undertaken generally in accordance 
with the documentation submitted in support of the application and shall be maintained 
to ensure the conditions of this consent are met. 

 

3. The consent holder shall adopt the best practicable option, as defined in section 2 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, to avoid or minimise erosion and scouring as a result 
of channel realignment. 

 

4. The consent holder shall adopt the best practicable option, as defined in section 2 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, to avoid or minimise the discharge of silt or other 
contaminants into water or onto the riverbed and to avoid or minimise the disturbance 
of the riverbed and any adverse effects on water quality. 

 

5. The consent holder shall ensure that the area and volume of riverbed disturbance shall, 
so far as is practicable, be minimised and any areas which are disturbed shall, so far as is 
practicable, be reinstated. 
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6. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, 
delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review 
during the month of June 2009 and/or June 2015, for the purpose of ensuring that the 
conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising 
from the exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time 
the application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the time. 

 
 
Transferred at Stratford on 22 September 2008 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     Director-Resource Management 
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For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

 Doc# 515026-v1

 
 
 

Land Use Consent 
Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 

a resource consent is hereby granted by the 
Taranaki Regional Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
P O Box 8045 
NEW PLYMOUTH 4342 

 
 

 

Consent Granted 
Date: 

26 September 2003       

 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated 

structure[s] in the bed of the Haehanga Stream in the Mimi 
catchment for access purposes at or about (NZTM) 
1732402E-5684777N 

  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2021         
  
Review Date(s): June 2009, June 2015 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Legal Description: Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD 
  
Catchment: Mimi 
  
Tributary: Haehanga 
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General conditions 
 
a) On receipt of a requirement from the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council the 

consent holder shall, within the time specified in the requirement, supply the 
information required relating to the exercise of this consent. 

 
b) Unless it is otherwise specified in the conditions of this consent, compliance with any 

monitoring requirement imposed by this consent must be at the consent holder's 
own expense. 

 
c) The consent holder shall pay to the Council all required administrative charges fixed 

by the Council pursuant to section 36 in relation to: 
 

i) the administration, monitoring and supervision of this consent; and     
ii) charges authorised by regulations. 

 
 
Special conditions 
 
1. The consent holder shall notify the Taranaki Regional Council in writing at least 48 

hours prior to the commencement and upon completion of removal of the temporary 
culvert [being the 800mm diameter culvert] and installation of the permanent culvert 
and associated structures, and again at least 48 hours prior to and upon completion of 
any subsequent maintenance works which would involve disturbance of or deposition 
to the riverbed or discharges to water. 

 
2. The consent holder shall replace the existing temporary culvert with a permanent 

culvert and associated structure[s] by 1 April 2004. Prior to the installation of the 
permanent culvert and associated structure[s] the consent holder shall forward designs 
of the proposed culvert and associated structure[s] for the written approval of the Chief 
Executive. 

 
3. The structures authorised by this consent shall be constructed generally in accordance 

with the documentation submitted in support of the application and shall be maintained 
to ensure the conditions of this consent are met. 

 
4. The consent holder shall adopt the best practicable option to avoid or minimise the 

discharge of silt or other contaminants into water or onto the riverbed and to avoid or 
minimise the disturbance of the riverbed and any adverse effects on water quality. 

 
5. The consent holder shall ensure that the area and volume of riverbed disturbance shall, 

so far as is practicable, be minimised and any areas which are disturbed shall, so far as is 
practicable, be reinstated. 

 
6. The structures, which are the subject of this consent, shall not obstruct fish passage. 

 
7. The structures authorised by this consent shall be removed and the area reinstated if and 

when the structures are no longer required. The consent holder shall notify the Taranaki 
Regional Council at least 48 hours prior to structures removal and reinstatement. 
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8. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, delete 
or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review during the 
month of June 2009 and/or June 2015, for the purpose of ensuring that the conditions 
are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising from the 
exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time the 
application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the time. 

 
 
Transferred at Stratford on 22 September 2008 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     Director-Resource Management 
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For General, Standard and Special conditions  
pertaining to this consent please see reverse side of this document 

Page 1 of 4 

Doc# 1480369-v1

 
Discharge Permit 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 
a resource consent is hereby granted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation New Zealand 
107 Corbett Road 
Bell Block 4373 

 
 

 

Decision Date: 09 March 2015 
  
Commencement Date: 09 March 2015 
 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an 

unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 
  
Expiry Date: 01 June 2033 
  
Review Date(s): June 2021 and/or June 2027 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Legal Description: Sec 34 Pt Sec 4 Blk II Upper Waitara SD (Discharge source 

& site) 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) 1732059E-5684796N 
  
Catchment: Mimi  
  
Tributary: Haehanga 
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
Special conditions 

1. This consent authorises the discharge of treated stormwater into an unnamed tributary 
of the Haehanga Stream, as described in the information provided with the application, 
and specifically: 

 
a) The Assessment of Environmental Effects prepared by BTW Company Limited 

dated 9 January 2015; and 
b) Additional Information prepared by BTW Company Limited dated 16 February 

2015. 

In the case of any contradiction between the details of information provided and the 
conditions of this consent, the conditions of this consent shall prevail. 

2. The consent holder shall notify the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, in 
writing, at least 48 hours prior to the exercise of this consent (including vegetation 
removal). Notification shall include: 

 
a) the consent number;  
b) a brief description of the activity consented; and 
c) the extent or stage of the activity to be commenced. 

Notification shall be emailed to worknotification@trc.govt.nz. 

3. The consent holder shall at all times adopt the best practicable option, as defined in 
section 2 of the Resource Management Act 1991, to prevent or minimise any adverse 
effects on the environment from the exercise of this consent. 

4. The consent holder shall operate and progressively reinstate the quarry site in a manner 
which ensures that the area of exposed, un-vegetated earth, within the quarry’s 
stormwater catchment is kept to a minimum at all times. 

5. The consent holder shall ensure that no area greater than 1 ha is exposed at any one 
time. 

6. The stormwater discharged shall be from a catchment area not exceeding 4 ha. 

7. This stormwater treatment system shall be installed before any site works commences. 

8. The stormwater treatment system shall be maintained for the life of the quarry 
operation. 

9. All stormwater shall be directed for treatment through the stormwater treatment system 
prior to discharge into the Haehanga Stream tributary. 
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10. Constituents of the discharge shall meet the standards shown in the following table. 
 

Constituent Standard 

pH Within the range 6.0 to 9.0

suspended solids Concentration not greater than 100 gm-3

total hydrocarbons Concentration not greater than 15 gm-3 

This condition shall apply before entry of the treated stormwater into the receiving 
waters at a designated sampling point approved by the Chief Executive, Taranaki 
Regional Council. 

11. The pH may exceed 9.0 if the exceedance is a result photosynthetic activity within the 
detention ponds, but in any case the discharge shall not result in the pH of the receiving 
water increasing by more than 0.5 pH units after allowing for a mixing zone of 25 
metres. 

12. After allowing for reasonable mixing, within a mixing zone extending 500 metres 
downstream of any discharge point, the discharge shall not give rise to any of the 
following effects in the receiving waters: 

a) the production of any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or floatable or 
suspended materials; 

b) any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; 
c) any emission of objectionable odour; 
d) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; 
e) any significant adverse effects on aquatic life. 

13. After allowing for reasonable mixing, within a mixing zone extending 500 metres 
downstream of any discharge point, the discharge shall not give rise to any of the 
following effects in the receiving waters: 

a) an increase in the suspended solids concentration within the unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream in excess of 10 grams per cubic metres when the turbidity as measured 
immediately upstream of the discharge point is equal to or less than 5 NTU 
(nephelometric turbidity units); or 

 
b) an increase in the turbidity within the unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream of more 

than 50%, where the stream turbidity measured  upstream if the discharge is greater than 
5 NTU, as determined using NTU (nephelometric turbidity units).  

14. The consent holder shall maintain and regularly update a ‘Contingency Plan’ that details 
measures and procedures that will be undertaken to prevent, and to avoid 
environmental effects from, a spillage or any discharge of contaminants not authorised 
by this consent. The plan shall be approved by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional 
Council, acting in a certification capacity. 
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15. The site shall be operated in accordance with a ‘Management Plan’ prepared by the 
consent holder and approved by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, acting 
in a certification capacity. The plan shall detail how the site is to be managed to 
minimise the contaminants that become entrained in the stormwater and shall include 
as minimum: 

a) the loading and unloading of materials; 
b) maintenance of conveyance systems; 
c) general housekeeping; and 
d) management of the interceptor system. 

 
A Stormwater Management Plan template is available in the Environment section of the 
Taranaki Regional Council’s web site www.trc.govt.nz.  

16. The consent holder shall notify the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, prior to 
making any changes to the processes or operations undertaken at the site, or the 
chemicals used or stored on site that could alter the nature of the discharge. Any such 
change shall then only occur following receipt of any necessary approval under the 
Resource Management Act. Notification shall include the consent number, a brief 
description of the activity consented and an assessment of the environmental effects of 
any changes, and be emailed to consents@trc.govt.nz.  

17. This consent shall lapse on 31 March 2020, unless the consent is given effect to before the 
end of that period or the Taranaki Regional Council fixes a longer period pursuant to 
section 125(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

18. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, delete 
or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review during the 
month of June 2021 and/or June 2027, for the purpose of ensuring that the conditions 
are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising from the 
exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time the 
application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the time. 

 
Signed at Stratford on 09 March 2015 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 

    A D McLay 
 Director - Resource Management 
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Land Use Consent 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 
a resource consent is hereby granted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
PO Box 8045 
New Plymouth 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date: 02 March 2018 
  
Commencement Date: 02 March 2018 
 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary of the 

Haehanga Stream, including the associated disturbance of 
the stream bed 

  
Expiry Date: 01 June 2033 
  
Review Date(s): June 2021 and or June 2027 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) 1732180E-5685096N 
  
Catchment: Mimi  
  
Tributary Haehanga 
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
Special conditions 

1. The culvert pipe shall be a smooth bore plastic pipe and have an internal diameter of 
no less than 1 metre and be no longer than 40 metres.  

2. The fill over the top of the culvert pipe shall be comprised of suitable soils free of 
wood, humus and other organic matter. The embankment shall be well compacted in 
uniform layers not exceeding 300 mm loose depth to achieve a compaction of at least 
95 % of maximum dry density. 

3. The fill over the top of the culvert pipe shall be 2.3 m above the invert of the culvert.  

4. The consent holder shall notify the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, in 
writing at least 2 working days prior to the commencement of work.  Notification shall 
include the consent number and a brief description of the activity consented and be 
emailed to worknotification@trc.govt.nz. 

5. Between 1 May and 31 October no work shall be undertaken on any part of the stream 
bed that is covered by water.   

6. The consent holder shall take all practicable steps to minimise stream bed disturbance, 
sedimentation and increased turbidity during installation of the culvert, including by: 
a) completing all works in the minimum time practicable; 
b) avoiding placement of excavated material in the flowing channel;  
c) keeping machinery out of the actively flowing channel, as far as practicable; and 
d) reinstating any disturbed areas as far as practicable. 

7. A reinforced concrete headwall shall be installed at the inlet to the culvert. 

8. A layer of rock riprap 1000 mm thick shall be installed in the stream bed. The riprap 
shall extend 5 metres downstream of the culvert outlet and 1 metre up the banks on 
both sides of the stream. The rock shall have the following grading: 

• 100% less than 800 mm diameter; 

• 50% greater than 600 mm diameter; 

• 90% greater than 350 mm diameter. 

9. The culvert shall not restrict fish passage.  

10. The invert of the culvert shall be set below the existing stream bed by 200 mm so that it 
fills with bed material and simulates the natural bed.    

11. The gradient of the culvert shall be no steeper than the natural gradient of the stream 
bed at the site.  
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12. On completion of works, the banks of the channel upstream and downstream of the 
culvert shall be no steeper than the existing natural banks. Where the bank consists of 
fill, the fill must be well compacted with batter slopes no steeper than 2 horizontal to 1 
vertical. 

13. The culvert shall remain the responsibility of the consent holder and be maintained so 
that: 
a) it does not become blocked, and at all times allows the free flow of water 

through it; and 
b) the consent holder repairs any erosion, scour or instability of the stream bed or 

banks that the culvert causes.  

14. In the event that any archaeological remains are discovered as a result of works 
authorised by this consent, the works shall cease immediately at the affected site and 
tangata whenua and the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, shall be notified 
within one working day. Works may recommence at the affected area when advised to 
do so by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council. Such advice shall be given 
after the Chief Executive has considered: tangata whenua interest and values, the 
consent holder’s interests, the interests of the public generally, and any archaeological 
or scientific evidence. The New Zealand Police, Coroner, and Historic Places Trust 
shall also be contacted as appropriate, and the work shall not recommence in the 
affected area until any necessary statutory authorisations or consents have been 
obtained. 

15. This consent shall lapse on 31 March 2023, unless the consent is given effect to before 
the end of that period or the Taranaki Regional Council fixes a longer period pursuant 
to section 125(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

16. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, 
delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review 
during the month of June 2021 and/or June 2027, for the purpose of ensuring that the 
conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising 
from the exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time 
the application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the 
time. 

 
Signed at Stratford on 02 March 2018 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
  Director – Resource Management 
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Date 29 July 2021 

Subject: Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-
compliances and Enforcement Summary -          
13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021 

Approved by: A D McLay, Director - Resource Management 

 S J Ruru, Chief Executive 

Document: 2817820 

 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to allow the Council to consider and receive the 
summary of the incidents, compliance monitoring non-compliances and enforcement for 
the period 13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021. 

2. The annual inspection for farm dairy effluent monitoring programme commences in 
September each year and usually finishes around March, however follow up inspections 
and winter milking inspections are also carried out during the rest of the year. 

 

Executive summary 

Incidents 

3. There are eighty eight (88) incidents reported. 

4. Forty five (45) of the incidents were found to be compliant and twenty seven (27) were 
found to be non-compliant. Sixteen (16) of the incidents reported relate to non-
compliances from previous periods (updates). The action taken on the incidents is set 
out for Members information. 

5. For the fifth reporting period in row there continues to be a high number of incidents 
found to be compliant. 

6. There were a total of five hundred and ninety (590) incidents in the 2020-2021 year, 
compared to five hundred and twenty nine (529) in the 2019-2020 year. 

Compliance monitoring non-compliances 

7. There are thirty (30) compliance monitoring non-compliances reported. Eighteen (18) of 
the compliance monitoring non-compliances reported are updates from previous 
periods. 

8. Nine (9) of the non-compliances reported are as a result of the annual dairy inspection 
round. The annual inspections have now been completed for the annual dairy inspection 
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round. There were a total of 1,614 annual inspections undertaken. The overall non-
compliance rate was 8.6%, including a significant non-compliance rate of 2.7%, for 
adverse environmental effects in contravention of resource consent conditions or 
abatement notice. There were no prosecutions initiated in relation to farm dairy effluent. 

9. There were a total of two hundred and one (201) compliance monitoring non-
compliances found in the 2020-2021 year, compared to one hundred and eighty three 
(183) in the 2019-2020 year. 

 

Recommendations 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives this memorandum Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and 
Enforcement Summary - 13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021 

b) receives the summary of the incidents, compliance monitoring non-compliances and 
enforcement for the period from 13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021, notes the action taken by 
staff acting under delegated authority and adopts the recommendations therein. 

 

Background 

10. The Council receives and responds to pollution events and public complaints 
throughout the year. Consent compliance monitoring undertaken can also identify non-
compliance. This information is recorded in the IRIS database together with the results 
of investigations and any follow-up actions.  Such incidents and non-compliances are 
publicly reported to the Council through the Consents and Regulatory Committee via 
the Incidents, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement Report or the 
Annual Compliance Monitoring Reports. 

11. Attached is the summary of the Incidents, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances 
and Enforcement for the period from 13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021. 

12. Staff have been delegated by the Council to undertake enforcement actions. The 
enforcement policy and procedures are approved by the Council and then consistently 
implemented and reported on by staff. 

 

Disclosure Restrictions 

13. The incident register information presentation was reviewed in 2014-2015 to increase 
reader understanding in this complex area. The first section addresses compliant 
incidents and can be publically discussed. The second section provides an update on 
non-compliant incidents from previous meetings and where an incident has been 
resolved it can be publically discussed.  The third and fourth sections provide 
information on non-compliant incidents and non-compliances found during compliance 
monitoring during the period that are still under investigation and staff are limited in 
terms of public disclosure of information, while the investigation is ongoing and 
enforcement responses have not been determined.  The incident flow chart and 
definition of terms provide further operational detail.   
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Discussion 

14. Council responds to all complaints received with most complaints responded to within 
four hours.  This usually involves a site visit. Responses to complaints and non-
compliances with rules in the Council’s regional plans, resource consents and the 
Resource Management Act 1991 are recorded in the IRIS database. Where necessary, 
appropriate advisory or enforcement actions are undertaken. The latter may include 
issuing an inspection, abatement or infringement notice, or initiating a prosecution. 
Where an infringement notice or prosecution is possible, details of the information in the 
Incidents, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement agenda item and 
staff comment will be restricted for legal disclosure reasons. Further information will be 
provided at a later date to the Council and for prosecutions a detailed report will be 
provided for information purposes, in the confidential section of the agenda. 

15. A summary of Incidents, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement for 
the period 13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021 is attached. The 'compliant' incidents are 
presented first in a table and the 'non-compliant' incidents are presented after in a more 
detailed summary, followed by the compliance monitoring non-compliances. 

16. Generally incidents in the ‘compliant’ table have a recommendation of ‘no further 
action’. However, an incident is considered ‘compliant’ until such time as a non-
compliance is found. Therefore occasionally an incident in the ‘compliant’ table will 
have a recommendation of ‘investigation continuing’, if an ongoing investigation is still 
underway to confirm compliance. 

17. A series of graphs are also attached comparing the number of incidents between 2016-
2017 and 2020-2021, and also showing how the incidents are tracking in 2020-2021 in 
relation to environment type and compliance status. There is a graph showing the non-
compliances found during compliance monitoring. There is also a graph showing 
enforcement action taken to date during 2020-2021. 

18. The data in the graphs for 2020-2021 to date is showing that there are more incidents but 
less compliance monitoring non-compliances. 

 

Decision-making considerations 

19. Part 6 (Planning, decision-making and accountability) of the Local Government Act 2002 
has been considered and documented in the preparation of this agenda item.  The 
recommendations made in this item comply with the decision-making obligations of the 
Act. 

 

Financial considerations—LTP/Annual Plan 

20. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s adopted Long-Term Plan and estimates.  Any financial information included 
in this memorandum has been prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting practice. 

 

Policy considerations 

21. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the policy 
documents and positions adopted by this Council under various legislative frameworks 
including, but not restricted to, the Local Government Act 2002, the Resource Management 
Act 1991 and the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987. 
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Iwi considerations 

22. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s policy for the development of Māori capacity to contribute to decision-making 
processes (schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002) as outlined in the adopted long-
term plan and/or annual plan.  Similarly, iwi involvement in adopted work 
programmes has been recognised in the preparation of this memorandum. 

Community considerations 

23. This memorandum and the associated recommendations have considered the views of 
the community, interested and affected parties and those views have been recognised in 
the preparation of this memorandum. 

 

Legal considerations 

24. This memorandum and the associated recommendations comply with the appropriate 
statutory requirements imposed upon the Council. 

 

Appendices/Attachments 

Document 1081324: Incident flowchart and terms explained 

Document 2817810: Incident and Enforcement Graphs to 30 June 2021 

Document 2817719: Incidents and Enforcement Summary 13 May 2021 to 30 June 2021 
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Doc # 1081324 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Incident flow chart 

Origin/notification 
Complaint 
Self-notification 
Third party notification 
TRC Staff monitoring 
TRC Staff notification 

Investigation: 
Field inspection 
Conversation with consent holder 
Assessment of monitoring data 
Gathering information/evidence 

Non-compliant 

Action(s) taken include: 
Abatement Notice (intervention)  
Consent application 
Consent change required 
Inspection - no inspection notice issued 
Inspection – inspection notice issued 
Meeting with Company 
None 
Not substantiated 
Phone call 
Referral to appropriate authority 
 

Compliant 

Intervention: 
May issue an abatement 
notice for something that is 
likely to have an adverse 
effect (s17 RMA) but is 
currently compliant 

Entered in Incident Register 

Entered in IRIS database 

Recommendations to Council: 
Investigation continuing 
No further action 
No further action at this stage 

Compliant Report to Council 
Summary in a table of: 
Date 
Incident/Job number 
Incident type 
Source/origin 
Alleged responsible party 
Consent Number 
Action taken 
Recommendation  

Non-compliant Report to Council 
Summary in a table of: 
Date 
Incident/Job number 
Incident type 
Source/origin 
Alleged responsible party 
Consent Number 
Action taken 
Recommendation  
Comments/summary paragraph 

Action(s) taken include: 
Abatement Notice  
Consent application 
Consent change required 
Inspection - no inspection notice issued 
Inspection – inspection notice issued 
Infringement Notice 
Interim enforcement order 
Enforcement order 
Meeting with Company 
No enforcement action – statutory defence 
No enforcement action – insufficient evidence 
Phone call 
Referral to appropriate authority 

Recommendations to Council: 
Investigation continuing 
No further action 
No further action/costs recovered 
No further action at this stage 
No further action at this stage/costs recovered 
See separate report 
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Terms explained 

 
Compliance rating 

Compliant After investigation the incident was found to be compliant with 
environmental standards or other regulations, permitted rules in a 
regional plan (e.g. RFWP, RAQP, RCP allowed), a resource consent 
and/or the Resource Management Act 1991. 

Non-compliant After investigation the incident was found to be non-compliant with 
environmental standards or other regulations, rules in a regional 
plan, a resource consent and/or the Resource Management Act 1991 

 

Origin/Notification:   

Complaint Notification of incident received from public. 

Self notification Notification of incident received from the responsible party. 

Third Party 
Notification 

Notification of incident received from third party such as New 
Zealand Fire, District Council etc. 

TRC Staff 
monitoring 

Notification of incident found during routine compliance monitoring. 

TRC Staff 
notification 

Notification of incident found during unrelated monitoring/field 
work. 

 
Action/s Taken:  

14 day Letter A letter was sent requesting an explanation for the non-compliance 
and why enforcement action should not be considered. The 
recipient is given 14 days to reply. 

Abatement Notice  A notice was issued requiring something to be undertaken or 
something to cease to ensure compliance with Rules in the regional 
plans, resource consent or Resource Management Act 1991. Notice 
must be complied with or further enforcement action can be 
considered. 

Consent application A consent application has been received as a result of the 
investigation. 

Consent change 
required 

During the investigation it was found that a consent change was 
required. 

Emergency Works Emergency works was allowed under section 330 of the RMA. 
Often a subsequent resource consent is required. 

Enforcement Order An enforcement order has been issued by the Environment Court 
requiring action to be undertaken or something to cease. Notice 
must be complied with or further enforcement action can be 
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considered. 

Infringement Notice 
($xxx.xx) 

An infringement notice was issued under Section 338(1)(a) of the 
Resource Management Act 1991 and Councils delegated authority. 

Inspection Notice An inspection was undertaken and a notice of advice/instruction 
was issued to landowner/alleged offender. 

Inspection/no notice 
issued 

An inspection was undertaken, however no inspection notice was 
issued as there was no alleged offender/landowner to issue one to 
(natural event, unsourced etc). 

Interim Enforcement 
Order 

An interim enforcement order has been issued by the Environment 
Court requiring action to be undertaken or something to cease. 
Notice must be complied with or further enforcement action can be 
considered. 

Meeting with 
Company 

A meeting was held with the Company to discuss the incident and 
ways to resolve any issues. 

None No action was required. 

Not Substantiated The incident could not be substantiated (i.e. it is not 
likely/possible/probable that the alleged incident could have taken 
place). 

Phone call A phone call was made to the alleged offender/authority. 

Prosecution A prosecution is being initiated for this incident. 

Referral to 
Appropriate 
Authority 

The incident was referred to the appropriate authority (District 
Council, Department of Conservation etc). 

 
Recommendations to Council 

Investigation 
continuing 

Outcome has not been finalised. Investigation is continuing on this 
incident, information/evidence still being gathered. Further action, 
including enforcement are being considered and therefore legally all 
information cannot be reported on this incident at this stage. These 
incidents will continue to be reported as updates in the following 
agendas.  

No Further Action Investigation is completed, any required enforcement action has been 
undertaken and no further action is required. 

No Further Action 
At This Stage 

Investigation is completed, any required enforcement action has been 
undertaken and further action may be required at a later date. 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Investigation is completed, any required enforcement action has been 
undertaken and no further action is required. Costs will be recovered 
from the alleged offender for the investigation. 
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No further Action at 
this Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Investigation is completed, any required enforcement action has been 
undertaken and further action may be required at a later date 
(reinspection of Abatement Notice etc). Costs will be recovered from 
the alleged offender for the investigation. 

 
Defences under Sections 340 and 341 of the Resource Management Act 1991 
 
Sometimes no enforcement action is undertaken against an alleged offender for a non-
compliant incident as they have a defence under Section 340 of the Resource Management 
Act 1991 including reasons such as: 

- the defendant can prove that he or she did not know, and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the offence was to be or was being committed, or 

- that he or she took all reasonable steps to prevent the commission of the offence, or 

- the action or event could not reasonably have been foreseen or been provided against 
by the defendant. 
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Incident and Enforcement Graphs to 30 June 2021 
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Compliant Incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Compliance Status Recommendation 

26 Nov 2020 3301-21-536 

IN/41181 

Alleged stock in stream, South 
Road, Okato 

Complaint Strachan Jason & Kristy 
Family Trust 

 RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

7 May 2021 3301-21-516 

IN/42430 

Alleged stock truck effluent - 
Ihupuku Road, Waverley 

Complaint Peter Mack Transport  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

13 May 2021 3301-21-521 

IN/42492 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

14 May 2021 3301-21-520 

IN/42491 

Alleged paint odour - Devon 
Street West, New Plymouth 

Complaint Pro Paint NZ  Consent Compliance No Further Action 

14 May 2021 3301-21-522 

IN/42497 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

16 May 2021 3301-21-523 

IN/42499 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

19 May 2021 3301-21-529 

IN/42523 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uriti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

19 May 2021 3301-21-545 

IN/42561 

Alleged earthworks - Toko 
Road, Toko 

Complaint Clint and Rebecca Hutchinson  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

19 May 2021 3301-21-548 

IN/42581 

Alleged stream works - York 
Road, Midhurst 

Complaint Karl Bunn Contracting Limited  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

20 May 2021 3301-21-530 

IN/42537 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 
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Compliant Incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Compliance Status Recommendation 

20 May 2021 3301-21-538 

IN/42575 

Alleged dust and stormwater 
discharges - Carrington 
Street, New Plymouth 

Complaint Darcy Keene Earthmoving Ltd 
Naki Development Ltd 

 RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

20 May 2021 3301-21-580 

IN/42819 

Alleged earthworks - South 
Road, Hawera 

Complaint Vernon Farms  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

21 May 2021 3301-21-531 

IN/42577 

Alleged odour - Mountain 
Road, Inglewood 

Complaint Osflo Fertiliser Limited R2/10578-1.0 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

22 May 2021 3301-21-534 

IN/42545 

Alleged odour - Waipapa 
Stream - Otaraoa Road, 
Waitara 

Complaint Natural Event  Not Applicable/Natural 
Event 

No Further Action 

23 May 2021 3301-21-535 

IN/42546 

Alleged dairy effluent - Kaipi 
Road, Egmont Village 

Complaint Ken G Moratti Limited R2/5278-3.0 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

25 May 2021 3301-21-546 

IN/42588 

Alleged stream piping - 
Rowan Road, Kaponga 

Complaint Jayshell Farms  Not Applicable/Natural 
Event 

No Further Action 

26 May 2021 3301-21-540 

IN/42591 

Alleged poultry odour - Kaipi 
Road, Egmont Village 

Complaint Tegel Foods Limited R2/9500-1.1 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

26 May 2021 3301-21-541 

IN/42592 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

27 May 2021 3301-21-542 

IN/42598 

Alleged backyard burning - 
Hawera 

Complaint Unsourced  RAQP Allowed No Further Action 
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Compliant Incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Compliance Status Recommendation 

1 Jun 2021 3301-21-551 

IN/42628 

Alleged digger in stream - 
Upper Durham Road, 
Inglewood 

Complaint Graham Robinson  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

1 Jun 2021 3301-21-557 

IN/42644 

Alleged sewage discharge - 
Wills Road, Bell Block 

Complaint New Plymouth District Council  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

2 Jun 2021 3301-21-555 

IN/42643 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

2 Jun 2021 3301-21-564 

IN/42667 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

2 Jun 2021 3301-21-563 

IN/42668 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

2 Jun 2021 3301-21-554 

IN/42671 

Alleged odour - Kaipi Road, 
Egmont Village 

Complaint Tegel Foods Limited R2/9500-1.1 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

2 Jun 2021 3301-21-556 

IN/42675 

Alleged burning - Stanners 
Street, Eltham 

Third Party 
Notification 

Barry Hodge  RAQP Allowed No Further Action 

3 Jun 2021 3301-21-572 

IN/42657 

Alleged hydrocarbons - 
Tangahoe River mouth - 
Mokoia 

Complaint Natural Event  Not Applicable/Natural 
Event 

No Further Action 

4 Jun 2021 3301-21-582 

IN/42653 

Alleged poultry odour - 
Manutahi Road, Lepperton 

Complaint Shadel Poultry Limited R2/5280-2.0 Consent Compliance No Further Action 
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Compliant Incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Compliance Status Recommendation 

7 Jun 2021 3301-21-565 

IN/42713 

Alleged waste materials - 
Manutahi Road, New 
Plymouth 

Complaint Mark Josephs  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

8 Jun 2021 3301-21-561 

IN/42678 

Alleged odour - SH3, Mimi Complaint Ben Sharp R2/10426-1.0 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

8 Jun 2021 3301-21-562 

IN/42679 

Alleged odour - Kaipi Road, 
Egmont Village 

Complaint Tegel Foods Limited R2/9500-1.1 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

10 Jun 2021 3301-21-569 

IN/42720 

Alleged odour - Powderham 
Street, New Plymouth 

Complaint Pro Paint NZ  RAQP Allowed No Further Action 

12 Jun 2021 3301-21-566 

IN/42714 

Alleged smoke - Manutahi 
Road, New Plymouth 

Complaint Linda Jackson  RAQP Allowed No Further Action 

12 Jun 2021 3301-21-567 

IN/42715 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

14 Jun 2021 3301-21-570 

IN/42738 

Alleged effluent - Pitone 
Stream - Okato 

Complaint Natural Event  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

16 Jun 2021 3301-21-574 

IN/42736 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

17 Jun 2021 3301-21-575 

IN/42746 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

17 Jun 2021 3301-21-585 

IN/42766 

Alleged chemical odour - 
Richmond Street, Patea 

Complaint John Oakes  RAQP Allowed No Further Action 
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Compliant Incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Compliance Status Recommendation 

19 Jun 2021 3301-21-578 

IN/42783 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

23 Jun 2021 3301-21-584 

IN/42803 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

24 Jun 2021 3301-21-581 

IN/42820 

Alleged water overflow - 
Egmont Street, Patea 

Self-Notification South Taranaki District 
Council 

R2/3388-3.1 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

29 Jun 2021 3301-21-586 

IN/42822 

Alleged hydrocarbons in 
stream - Plymouth Road, New 
Plymouth 

Complaint Lex & Jennifer Benton  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

29 Jun 2021 3301-21-589 

IN/42842 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 

30 Jun 2021 3301-21-588 

IN/42831 

Alleged stormwater runoff - 
Dorset Street, Patea 

Complaint Basil Anderson-Junior  RFWP Allowed No Further Action 

30 Jun 2021 3301-21-590 

IN/42843 

Alleged odour - Mokau Road, 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited R2/5839-2 Consent Compliance No Further Action 
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Updates of Non-Compliant incidents from previous agendas 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

2 Nov 2020 
Update 

3301-21-366 

IN/41730 

Stream piping - Kahui Road, 
Rahotu 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Ian Walden (52491)   Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that approximately 120 metres of stream had been piped in contravention of the NES for Freshwater, at a property at Kahui 
Road, Rahotu. Enforcement action is being considered. 

8 Dec 2020 
Update 

3301-21-215 

IN/41182 

Effluent discharge - Arawhata 
Road, Opunake 

Complaint Karl Stanley (72321) 
Noel Stanley (70950) 
Ronald Stanley (55413) 
Stanley Bros Trust (2510) 

R2/10671-1.1 
R2/5251-2.2 

EAC-23752 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23753 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23754 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23756 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23772 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-23773 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-23774 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning an overflowing effluent pond on Arawhata Road, Opunake. Investigation found that there had been cattle grazing in and 
around the effluent ponds causing damage to a wall of the second pond. The level of the pond had become high and discharged over the low point of the wall causing untreated 
effluent to discharge over land and to pond in the adjacent paddock. It was also found that the landowners had cut open and directed the ponded effluent and effluent from the 
pond via existing underground drainage that had discharged into the Arawhata Stream. Samples, photographs and videos were taken. Abatement notices were issued requiring 
the discharge to cease and for works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection the following day found that the abatement notices 
were being complied with at the time of inspection. Letters seeking explanation were sent. Further enforcement action is being considered. 
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Updates of Non-Compliant incidents from previous agendas 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

17 Mar 2021 
Update 

3301-21-398 

IN/41892 

Stream works - Mokau Road, 
Pukearuhe 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Greenmantle Farm Limited 
(54666) 
Peter Sole Transport Ltd 
(14463) 

R2/10426-1.0 EAC-23975 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23976 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24048 - Infringement 
Notice ($500) 

No Further Action 
At This Stage 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that some instream works has taken place at a property on Mokau Road, Pukearuhe, in contravention of Regional Fresh 
Water Plan for Taranaki. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with the Regional Fresh Water Plan for Taranaki. Reinspection 
will be undertaken after 1 October 2021. 

25 Mar 2021 
Update 

3301-21-423 

IN/42022 

Unauthorised burning - 
Opunake Road, Stratford 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Rodney Houghton (69595)  EAC-23977 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24084 - Infringement 
Notice ($300) 

No Further Action 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that burning of unauthorised materials was occurring in a farm dump, which was within 25 metres of surface water. 
Photographs were taken. An abatement notice was issued requiring the materials to be removed and any farm dump to be 25 metres away from any surface waterbody. 
Reinspection found the abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

27 Mar 2021 
Update 

3301-21-436 

IN/42057 

Flaring smoke - Turangi Road, 
Motunui 

Complaint Greymouth Petroleum Limited 
(20755) 

R2/6497-1  Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning black smoke discharging from a well site on Turangi Road, Motonui. Investigation found that flaring was occurring and black 
smoke was being discharged. Staff on site advised that that a low pressure compressor had tripped so flow was diverted to flare for safety protection. The gas stream was not 
stopped due to process gas being required before the low pressure compressor can run. 
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Updates of Non-Compliant incidents from previous agendas 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

30 Mar 2021 
Update 

3301-21-443 

IN/42065 

Green stream/farm dump - 
Palmer Road, Kaponga 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

M Eliason Trust No 1 (50612) 
Mathew Eliason (50613) 

R2/2142-3.0 EAC-24065 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24100 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24101 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During an investigation into another incident it was found that an unauthorised discharge of dairy effluent to water was occurring, at Palmer Road, Kaponga. A non-
compliant farm dump was also located. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with rules in the Regional Fresh Water Plan for 
Taranaki. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

4 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-449 

IN/42076 

Permeate spill - Whareroa 
Road, Hawera 

Complaint Fonterra Co-operative Group 
Limited, Whareroa - Hawera 
(50837) 

R2/4133-3.1 EAC-24006 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: Self-notification was received from Fonterra regarding a spill of permeate into the stormwater system, which discharges into the Tasman sea. Inspection of the outfall 
could find no visual effects from the discharge. A letter requesting explanation has been sent. 

6 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-468 

IN/42120 

Poultry odour - Kaipi Road, 
Egmont Village 

Complaint Tegel Foods Limited (9994) R2/9500-1.1 EAC-24113 - Infringement 
Notice ($1,000) 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: A complaint was received regarding odour from poultry farm on Kaipi Road, Egmont Village. An odour survey was undertaken and an offensive and objectionable 
odour was found beyond the boundary of the site. 
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Updates of Non-Compliant incidents from previous agendas 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

7 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-469 

IN/42188 

Odour - Mokau Road, Uruti Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited 
(30679) 

R2/5839-2 EAC-24114 - Infringement 
Notice ($1,000) 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: A complaint was received regarding odour from a composting facility at Mokau Road, Uruti. An odour survey was undertaken and an offensive and objectionable 
odour was found beyond the boundary of the site. 

8 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-453 

IN/42129 

Earthworks - Rainie Road, 
Okaiawa 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

TPJ Partnership (12834) R2/10209-1.1 EAC-23992 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23995 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that earthworks were being undertaken, on a historically piped stream, at a property on Rainie Road, Okaiawa. There was 
an exposed area of over 2 hectares and inadequate silt and sediment controls were installed. There was silt and sediment present on the bank and within the stream bed, 
adjacent to the works. A juvenile dead eel was found within the area of the old stream bed. An abatement notice was issued requiring the installation and maintenance of silt and 
sediment controls to ensure compliance. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

9 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-454 

IN/42135 

Smoke - Eltham area Complaint David England (53285)  EAC-24115 - Infringement 
Notice ($300) 

No Further Action 

Comments: Several complaints were received concerning thick smoke across the Eltham township. Investigation found several forestry slash fires were burning on a rural 
property on Sole Road. Significant objectionable smoke was discharging beyond the boundary of the site and across the area (including Eltham township) for quite some 
distance. Fire and Emergency NZ arrived during the inspection. Photographs were taken. The forestry slash piles were very large and still green and wet. The farmer admitted to 
lighting the fires that morning and acknowledged that the smoke was excessive. 
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Updates of Non-Compliant incidents from previous agendas 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

12 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-462 

IN/42178 

Sewage discharge - Konini 
Street, Inglewood 

Self-Notification New Plymouth District Council 
(9565) 

R2/10406-1.0 
R2/0882-4.1 

EAC-24119 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: Self-notification was received concerning a sewage overflow at Konini Street, Inglewood. Investigation found that an overflow had occurred from a back-up man 
hole, over land and into a nearby stream. There were no environmental effects found at the time of inspection. The initial report from New Plymouth District Council (NPDC) 
advised that the discharge had occurred as a result of a fatty build up that had blocked the pipe. However the final report clarified that it was as a result of a sewage plug that had 
entered the system, during maintenance works, and old technology had not alerted NPDC to the small discharge. 

28 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-489 

IN/42320 

Odour - Omata Road, New 
Plymouth 

Complaint Dean Redshaw (72884) 
Peter Sole Transport Ltd 
(14463) 

 EAC-24025 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24026 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24123 - Infringement 
Notice ($300) 
EAC-24124 - Infringement 
Notice ($300) 

No Further Action 

Comments: Two complaints were received regarding a strong fertiliser odour in a residential area at Omata Road, New Plymouth. Investigation found that there was an 
objectionable odour present in the residential area. The odour was traced to chicken fertiliser, which had been spread on a school paddock nearby. An explanation was received 
from the contractor. 
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Updates of Non-Compliant incidents from previous agendas 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

29 Apr 2021 
Update 

3301-21-492 

IN/42342 

Discoloured stream - Brown 
Road, Brixton 

Complaint Jones Quarry Limited (30989) R2/6274-1 EAC-24028 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24129 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: A complaint was received regarding a discoloration of the Waiongaga Stream at Brown Road, Brixton. Investigation found that washdown water from a quarry was 
being discharged directly into the Mangaoraka Stream causing significant discolouration. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance 
with resource consent conditions. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

5 May 2021 
Update 

3301-21-504 

IN/42433 

Odour - Ngahere Street, 
Inglewood 

Complaint Popuanui Goats Limited (53006)  EAC-24132 - Infringement 
Notice ($300) 

No Further Action 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning an offensive odour at Ngahere Street, Inglewood. An odour survey was undertaken and it was found that there was an 
offensive odour at the complainant’s address which was traced to a dairy/goat farm at Junction Road. The goat housing shed was in the process of an annual clean and goat 
effluent had been spread to pasture. The odour was deemed to be offensive beyond the site boundary, in contravention of rules in the Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki. 

11 May 2021 
Update 

3301-21-514 

IN/42444 

Sediment discharge - 
Plymouth Road, Koru 

Complaint Andrea McLachlan (72921) 
David Hodges (72920) 

 EAC-24051 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24053 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning sediment discharging from earthworks on Plymouth Road, Koru. Investigation found that earthworks were being undertaken 
which were within rules of the Regional Fresh Water Plan for Taranaki. However inadequate silt and sediment controls had been installed. Abatement notices were issued 
requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with Rule 25 of the Regional Fresh Water Plan for Taranaki. Reinspections found that the abatement notices were being 
complied with at the time of inspection. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

13 May 2021 3301-21-515 

IN/42475 

Dairy effluent - Hunter Road, 
Eltham 

Complaint Gavin & Betty Burke (2826) 
Jayden Morgan (23111) 

 EAC-24055 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24058 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24097 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24098 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning dairy effluent in stream at Hunter Road, Eltham. Investigation found multiple points of effluent discharge from two bridges and 
stock races into an unnamed tributary of the Waingongoro River. It was evident that the discharges had been occurring for some time. Abatement notices were issued requiring 
works to be undertaken to ensure compliance. Reinspection found that that abatement notices were being complied with at the time of inspection. 

13 May 2021 3301-21-558 

IN/42670 

Grey water discharge - 
Gregory Road, Rahotu 

Complaint Cheryl Clark (72985) 
New Zealand Fire Service 
(21365) 
Rahotu Bowling Club 
Incorporated (72986) 

  No Further Action 
At This Stage 

Comments: A complaint was received regarding grey water discharging from a roadside drain into a stream. Investigation found that there was grey water discharging from a 
pipe into a roadside drain. Inspections of several septic tank systems immediately above the discharge were undertaken. The property occupiers were spoken to and all have 
undertaken to check and empty their systems if required. Reinspection will be undertaken to ascertain compliance. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

17 May 2021 3301-21-525 

IN/42500 

Discoloured stream - Hudson 
Road, Bell Block 

TRC Staff 
Compliance 
Monitoring 

Taranaki Pine (68315) R2/2333-4.4 EAC-24059 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During unrelated routine monitoring it was found that the Waitaha Stream was running dark in colour and with a hydrocarbon sheen at Hudson Road, Bell Block. 
Investigation traced the discolouration to a discharge from a stormwater pond at a sawmill site on Hudson Road. The discharge was in contravention of resource consent 
conditions and an abatement notice issued as a result of a previous non-compliance. Samples were taken. A letter of explanation was received. Enforcement action is being 
considered. 

17 May 2021 3301-21-526 

IN/42503 

Sediment discharge - Mustang 
Drive, Bell Block 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Shed Boss (72937) 
Symons Property Developments 
Limited (34584) 

  No Further Action 

Comments: During unrelated routine monitoring, it was found that it was likely that sediment had discharged into the Waitaha Stream, from an earthworks site at Mustang Drive, 
Bell Block. Investigation found that silt controls had been installed, however they were not working effectively and there was evidence of sediment in the discharge area. The 
occupier was spoken to and he advised that they were in the process of undertaking works to ensure that no further unauthorised discharges occur. 

17 May 2021 3301-21-524 

IN/42504 

Sediment discharge - De 
Havilland Drive, Bell Block 

TRC Staff 
Compliance 
Monitoring 

Sole GJ Transport (4330)   No Further Action 
At This Stage 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring, sediment laden stormwater was observed discharging from the driveway of a truck yard into a roadside drain which discharges into a 
stormwater drain. A stormwater management plan is being put in place and works will be undertaken to prevent further unauthorised discharges. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

17 May 2021 3301-21-527 

IN/42563 

Effluent and track washings - 
Otaraoa Road, Tikorangi 

Complaint Craig Rowe (1771)   No Further Action 
At This Stage 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning a ‘green’ stream at Otaraoa Road, Tikorangi. Investigation found the unnamed tributary was running slightly green at the time 
of inspection. Inspection of upstream properties found that it was likely that very heavy rain had washed contaminants from a race on a nearby farm into the stream. The owner of 
the farm was advised of the rules in the Regional Fresh Water Plan for Taranaki and will be undertaking works to ensure compliance. 

18 May 2021 3301-21-529 

IN/42586 

Old farm dump - Hurford 
Road, New Plymouth 

Complaint Blair Wallace & Robyn 
Alexandra Burnett (51757) 

  No Further Action 
At This Stage 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning an old farm dump on a property at Hurford Road, New Plymouth. Investigation found that there was some rubbish on the 
banks of and within a tributary. Discussions were held with the complainant, who has undertaken to work with the land owner to remove the rubbish. 

19 May 2021 3301-21-528 

IN/42528 

Truck accident - SH3 - 
Waitara 

Complaint Unsourced (9768)   No Further Action 

Comments: Notification was received from NZ Police regarding a truck accident on SH3, Waitara. Investigation found that oil from 40 litre drums of waste oil had spilled onto the 
road and into the road side drain. The drain was blocked and the oil was contained. A contractor was engaged to suck up the excess oil from the road and drain. Sorbant booms 
were deployed to prevent any further discharge. 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement Summary

214



Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

19 May 2021 3301-21-544 

IN/42599 

Non-notified forestry activity - 
Makuri Road, Te Popo 

TRC Staff 
Compliance 
Monitoring 

IJ Oliver Contracting Limited 
(72970) 

  No Further Action 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that forestry harvesting activities were being undertaken at Makuri Road, Te Popo. The works had not been notified to this 
Council as required by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017 (NESPF). The forestry harvesting contractor was 
contacted and he did not think he had to notify until the works were over 7.5 hectares, and that he had received this information from this Council several years ago. He was 
advised of the new rules under the NESPF. 

21 May 2021 3301-21-532 

IN/42543 

Backyard burning - Glover 
Road, Hawera 

Complaint Daniel Aholelei (72954)   No Further Action 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning smoke discharging from backyard fire at a residential property on Glover Road, Hawera. Investigation found that a small fire 
was lit within an open spit on the property. Woody vegetation was being burnt, creating smoke in the immediate area. The responsible party was advised of rules in the Regional 
Air Quality Plan for Taranaki. There were no off-site effects at the time of inspection. 

21 May 2021 3301-21-543 

IN/42567 

Blood plasma discharge - 
Tawhiti Road, Hawera 

Self-Notification Silver Fern Farms Management 
Limited (52673) 

R2/5598-2 EAC-24072 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: Self-notification was received concerning a discharge of blood plasma, which had washed down into stormwater and into Tawhiti Stream, at a meat processing plant 
in Hawera. A letter of explanation was received and it was advised that old blood plasma had been disposed of in a trade waste drain, which had overflowed onto land. The 
plasma had been hosed off the area and the washwater had discharged into a stormwater drain which flowed into the Tawhiti Stream. Enforcement action is being considered. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

22 May 2021 3301-21-533 

IN/42544 

Backyard burning - Terou 
Street, Manaia 

Complaint Adam Candy (72771)   Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning smoke discharging from backyard fire at a residential property on Terou Street, Manaia. Investigation found that a fire had 
been lit in a pit at the rear of the property to burn green waste from around the property. The fire was smouldering at the time of inspection generating odorous smoke beyond the 
boundary of the property. The occupier was spoken to and advised of the rules in the Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki. The occupier had previously been warned about this 
activity. Enforcement action is being considered. 

24 May 2021 3301-21-537 

IN/42576 

Burning - State Highway 3, 
Eltham 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Dennis Nolly (27164)   No Further Action 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that unauthorised materials were being burnt at a property on State Highway 3, Eltham. Materials were being burnt in a 
drum, including plastics, metals and domestic rubbish. Black smoke was discharging across the road. The occupier, who was an elderly gentleman, was unaware of the rules in 
the Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki. Advice given around what and where burning is permitted. The fire was extinguished at the time of inspection. 

25 May 2021 3301-21-539 

IN/42574 

Dust - Devon Road, 
Northgate, New Plymouth 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Devon 662 Limited Partnership 
(69345) 
Nikau Group (72602) 

 EAC-24087 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-24088 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that dust was discharging from a demolition site on Devon Road, Northgate, New Plymouth. Investigation found that no 
dust suppression measures were in place during the demolition works. Dust was also discharging as a result of vehicle movements on the site. Works ceased at the time of 
inspection, which stopped the dust from discharging. Abatement notices were issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance. Reinspection found that the 
abatement notices were being complied with at the time of inspection. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

26 May 2021 3301-21-550 

IN/42611 

Wastewater pipe leak - 
Manaia Road, Kapuni 

Self-Notification Fonterra Limited (50606) R2/0923-3.3  No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: Self-notification was received regarding a wastewater pipe leak on the corner of Skeet and Manaia Road, Kapuni. Investigation found evidence of some wastewater 
ponding, which was contained to the immediate area. The wastewater discharge did not enter any surface waterbody. The Fonterra Kapuni site was advised by South Taranaki 
District Council of a potential wastewater line breach the previous evening. The Fonterra shift manager investigated and confirmed it was wastewater from the site and 
immediately shut down the transfer of wastewater from the site to irrigation Farm 3. A letter of explanation was received and accepted. The site is investigating the practicality of 
systemic replacement of site formed bends in the existing pipeline. 

27 May 2021 3301-21-552 

IN/42620 

Unauthorised burning - 
Mountain Road, Inglewood 

Self-Notification David & Raewyn O'Sullivan 
(15603) 

R2/7821-1 
R2/2415-3 

EAC-24096 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring unauthorised items were observed in a fire pit, in contravention of resource consent conditions, at a property at Mountain Road, 
Inglewood. An abatement notice was issued requiring the unauthorised materials to be removed. Reinspection found the abatement notice was being complied with at the time of 
inspection. 

28 May 2021 3301-21-547 

IN/42606 

Uncontrolled burning - Uruti 
Road, Uruti 

Complaint Lynette Rose Stewart (36653) 
Mike Short (72973) 

  No Further Action 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning a thick layer of smoke lingering within Uruti Valley. Investigation found that a small fire had been lit to burn paper and 
magazines. The fire was situated on the edge of a small valley that was being used as a waste pit. The fire had accidentally spread and caught alight decromastic style roofing 
tiles and tyres within the pit below. The fire service was immediately called to help extinguish the fire, however thick black smoke resulted that lingered within the valley due to 
cold overnight temperatures. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

1 Jun 2021 3301-21-560 

IN/42711 

Sewage spill - Conway Road, 
Eltham 

Self-Notification South Taranaki District Council 
(53005) 

  Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: Self-notification was received concerning a sewage overflow from the South Taranaki infrastructure to a waterbody. Investigation found that the discharge was 
caused by human error and there were no obvious instream effects. Enforcement action is being considered. 

8 Jun 2021 3301-21-559 

IN/42730 

Unauthorised burning - Upper 
Weld Road, Oakura 

Complaint John & Fiona Henchman (3879)   Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning burning at a property on Upper Weld Road, Oakura. Investigation found that the burning of unauthorised materials, including 
car wheels, tyres, paint cans, domestic rubbish, roofing iron and galvanized wire. Council staff removed a spa pool cover and 200 litres plastic drum. Enforcement action is being 
considered. 

12 Jun 2021 3301-21-568 

IN/42716 

Smoke/chemical odour - 
Waitara Road, Brixton 

Complaint Unsourced (9768)   No Further Action 

Comments: A complaint was received regarding a chemical type odour at Waitara Road, Brixton. Investigation found there was a strong burning chemical type odour in the area, 
likely to be from the burning of unauthorised materials. However as there was no visible smoke in the area and the odour dissipated during the inspection, the source was unable 
to be traced. 

13 Jun 2021 3301-21-573 

IN/42727 

Unauthoried material in 
cleanfill - Upland Road, 
Egmont Village 

TRC Staff 
Compliance 
Monitoring 

Alex Herd (73028) R2/7089-1.1 EAC-24120 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that unauthorised materials (including an aluminium sink, plastic containers, a steel paint tin, treated timber, glass bottles 
and KFC rubbish) had been discharge into a cleanfill at Upland Road, Egmont Village. Enforcement action is being considered. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

14 Jun 2021 3301-21-571 

IN/42723 

Discoloured stream - Smart 
Road, New Plymouth 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

KiwiRail Limited (9864) R2/3528-3.0 
R2/1735-3 

EAC-24135 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 
At This 
Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that an unnamed tributary discharging into the Mangone Stream was discoloured near Smart Road, New Plymouth. 
Inspection of the nearby railyard, found that three sumps were discharging discoloured stormwater into the stormwater system. Samples were taken. An abatement notice was 
issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure no further unauthorised discharges occur. Reinspection will be undertaken after 30 July 2021. 

14 Jun 2021 3301-21-576 

IN/42757 

Unauthorised burning - South 
Road, Oakura 

Complaint Layne Greensill (69167)  EAC-24126 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: A complaint was received regarding the burning of unauthorised materials on a property on South Road, Oakura. Investigation found unauthorised materials had 
been burnt in a pile at the rear of the farm. A letter requesting explanation was sent. Enforcement action is being considered. 

16 Jun 2021 3301-21-587 

IN/42826 

Unauthorised discharge - 
Mokau Road, Uruti 

TRC Staff 
Notification 

Clelands Timber Products 
Limited (9200) 
Remediation (NZ) Limited 
(30679) 

R2/5838-2 EAC-24145 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During unrelated monitoring it was found that treated sawdust was being accepted at a composting facility on Mokau Road, Uruti, in contravention of resource 
consent conditions. After investigation and sampling, it was found that Light Organic Solvent-borne Preservatives (LOSP) treated sawdust had been received at the composting 
facility. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure that no further treated sawdust is received at the site, and for all treated sawdust to be 
removed from the site. Reinspection to be undertaken after 16 August 2021. 
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Non-compliant incidents for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Incident 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Incident Type Source Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

17 Jun 2021 3301-21-577 

IN/42758 

Odour - Mokau Road, Uruti Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited 
(30679) 

R2/5839-2  Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: Two complaints were received concerning odour discharging from a composting facility on Mokau Road, Uruti. An odour survey was undertaken and an 
objectionable compost odour was found at the roadside beyond the boundary of the property. No odour was detected at the complainant’s properties. Enforcement action is being 
considered. 

20 Jun 2021 3301-21-579 

IN/42786 

Diesel spill - Breakwater 
Road, Moturoa, New Plymouth 

Complaint Unsourced (9768)   Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: Notification was received from New Zealand Police concerning diesel that had been tipped into the roadside gutter at Breakwater Road, Moturoa, New Plymouth. 
Investigation found that some diesel had discharged into stormwater network. Further investigation is being undertaken. 

25 Jun 2021 3301-21-583 

IN/42800 

Foamy Haehanga Stream - 
Uruti 

Complaint Remediation (NZ) Limited 
(30679) 

R2/5838-2.2 EAC-24146 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24147 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: A complaint was received concerning the Haehanga Stream running foamy, near a composting site at Uruti. Investigation found a foamy non-odorous discharge into 
the Mimi Stream beyond the composting site boundary. An inspection was undertaken of the composting site, where the foamy discharge was observed upstream in the 
Haehanga Stream. Samples and photographs were taken. A follow up inspection the following morning found that the irrigation area on the composting site had been over 
irrigated and contaminants had ponded and discharge directly into the Haehanga Stream. Further samples and photographs were taken. A letter requesting explanation was sent. 
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Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

6 Oct 2020 
Update 

332121-105 

ENF-22784 

Annual Inspection Non-compliance Stephen Coomey (50274) R2/1784-3 EAC-24122 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-23883 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During analysis of samples (9 November 2020), taken during the annual dairy inspection round (5 October 2020), it was found that the farm dairy effluent oxidation 
pond disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions at Upper Rowan Road, Kaponga. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken 
to the farm dairy effluent disposal system to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection found that abatement notice was not being complied with at the 
time of inspection. Further reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with. 

20 Jan 2021 
Update 

332121-143 

ENF-22879 

Annual Inspection Significant non-
compliance 

Murray Collins (10620) R2/1533-3 EAC-24078 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24076 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24074 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-23810 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-23803 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions on Patiki 
Road, Te Kiri. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to the farm dairy effluent disposal system to ensure compliance with resource consent 
conditions. A letter of explanation was received. Reinspection found that abatement notice was being complied with. 
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Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

21 Jan 2021 
Update 

332121-144 

ENF-22881 

Annual Inspection Significant non-
compliance 

Rosglo Farms (51898) 
Ross Moffitt (27874) 

R2/0697-3.0 EAC-24110 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-23968 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-23811 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions on Bedford 
Road, Inglewood. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to the farm dairy effluent disposal system to ensure compliance with resource consent 
conditions. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was not being complied with. Further reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with. 

28 Jan 2021 
Update 

332121-159 

ENF-22913 

Instream Structure 
Inspection 

Non-compliance New Plymouth District Council (9565) 
Tonkin & Taylor Limited (10305) 

R2/10502-1.0 EAC-24071 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 
At This 
Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that resource consent conditions were not being complied with for a culvert at a property on Rotokare Road, Eltham. An 
abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure consent compliance. Reinspection will be undertaken after 24 September 2021. 
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Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

18 Feb 2021 
Update 

332121-163 

ENF-22923 

Annual Inspection Non-compliance Philip Nixon (3040) 
TPJ Partnership (12834) 

R2/10202-1.1 EAC-24148 - Explanation 
Requested - Inspection 
Notice 
EAC-24075 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24054 - Explanation 
Requested - Inspection 
Notice 
EAC-23877 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that insufficient notifications and record keeping was occurring, in contravention of resource consent conditions, for a cleanfill 
site at Rainie Road, Hawera. An abatement notice was issued requiring consent conditions to be complied with. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was not being 
complied with. Further reinspection found the abatement notice was still not being complied with. An explanation was requested. 

1 Mar 2021 
Update 

332121-162 

ENF-22919 

Annual Inspection Significant non-
compliance 

Cardiff United Limited (25246) R2/3576-2 EAC-24081 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24079 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-23875 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions on Ronald 
Road, Cardiff. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to the farm dairy effluent disposal system to ensure compliance with resource consent 
conditions. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was not being complied with. Further enforcement action is being considered. 
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Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

29 Mar 2021 
Update 

332121-181 

ENF-23061 

Chemical Sampling 
Survey 

Significant non-
compliance 

Taranaki Sawmills Limited (10015) R2/2333-4.4 EAC-24030 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During analysis of samples taken during routine monitoring it was found that suspended solids in the discharge were above allowable consent limits and in 
contravention of an abatement notice, issued for a previous non-compliance. A letter of explanation was received. Enforcement action is being considered. 

30 Mar 2021 
Update 

332121-168 

ENF-23028 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Taranaki Sawmills Limited (10015) R2/2333-4.4 EAC-23989 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that there was a discharge of kiln condensate, in contravention of resource consent conditions at a sawmill site at Hudson 
Road, Bell Block. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection found that abatement 
notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

30 Mar 2021 
Update 

332121-167 

ENF-23026 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Taranaki Sawmills Limited (10015) R2/4096-2 EAC-23988 - Abatement 
Notice 
EAC-23987 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that unauthorised materials were being burnt in a firepit at a sawmill site on Hudson Road, Bell Block. An abatement notice 
was issued requiring burning of unauthorised materials to cease. Reinspection found that abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

14 Apr 2021 
Update 

332121-186 

ENF-23073 

Chemical Sampling 
Survey 

Non-compliance Intergroup Limited (50186) R2/4776-2.0 EAC-24073 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During analysis of samples taken during routine monitoring it was found that the suspended solids were above allowable limits on resource consent conditions at an 
industrial site on Hudson Road, Bell Block. A letter requesting explanation was sent. Enforcement action is being considered. 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement Summary

224



Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

16 Apr 2021 
Update 

332121-145 

ENF-23035 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Significant non-
compliance 

Tree Awareness Management 
Limited (30257) 

R2/10790-1.0 EAC-24121 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24005 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that silt controls were inadequate to prevent silt from discharging over land an into water at a forestry harvesting site at 
Tangahoe Valley Road, Tangahoe Valley. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. 
Reinspection found that abatement notice was being complied with. 

28 Apr 2021 
Update 

332121-180 

ENF-23056 

Dairy Non-compliant 
Re-inspection 

Significant non-
compliance 

JM Hickey Trust & BA Hickey Trust 
(31385) 
John & Beverley Hickey (3304) 

R2/4371-2 EAC-24128 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24024 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions and 
Abatement Notice EAC-23781, issued as a result of a previous non-compliance, at Kohi Road, Waverley. An explanation was received. Reinspection found that the resource 
consent and abatement notice were being complied with at the time of inspection. 

28 Apr 2021 
Update 

332121-146 

ENF-23055 

Dairy Non-compliant 
Re-inspection 

Significant non-
compliance 

JM Hickey Trust & BA Hickey Trust 
(31385) 
John & Beverley Hickey (3304) 

R2/4517-2 EAC-24127 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24023 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent oxidation pond disposal system was not operating within resource consent 
conditions and Abatement Notice EAC-23780, issued as a result of a previous non-compliance, at Medlicott Road, Kohi, Waverley. An explanation was received. Reinspection 
found that the resource consent and abatement notice were being complied with at the time of inspection. 
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Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

30 Apr 2021 
Update 

332121-182 

ENF-23060 

Annual Inspection Significant non-
compliance 

Lupton Trust (30526) R2/4949-2.1 EAC-24029 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions on Lennonx 
Road, Waverley. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to the farm dairy effluent disposal system to ensure compliance with resource consent 
conditions. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. Further enforcement action is being considered. 

4 May 2021 
Update 

332121-189 

ENF-23077 

Dairy Non-compliant 
Re-inspection 

Significant non-
compliance 

Cardiff United Limited (25246) R2/3576-2 EAC-24082 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round reinspection it was found that the farm dairy disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions on 
Ronald Road, Cardiff.  

5 May 2021 
Update 

332121-185 

ENF-23067 

Annual Inspection Significant non-
compliance 

Alan Larsen (55086) 
Larsen Trusts Partnership (36379) 

R2/4750-2 EAC-24139 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24138 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-24038 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During the annual dairy inspection round it was found that the farm dairy effluent disposal system was not operating within resource consent conditions on Oturi 
Road, Waverley. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to the farm dairy effluent disposal system to ensure compliance with resource consent 
conditions. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was not being complied with at the time of inspection. Further reinspection to be undertaken after 9 July 2021 to 
ascertain compliance. 
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Updates of Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances from previous agendas 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

6 May 2021 
Update 

332121-187 

ENF-23070 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Significant non-
compliance 

Paul O'Rorke (52063) 
William Barker (72905) 

R2/6567-2.0 EAC-24045 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24042 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24041 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that the over application of farm dairy effluent had occurred, by an agricultural contractor, at a property at Ihaia Road, 
Opunake. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection found the abatement notice 
was being complied with at the time of inspection. A letter of explanation was received. Further enforcement action is being considered. 

10 May 2021 
Update 

332121-188 

ENF-23071 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Significant non-
compliance 

NZ Forestry Limited (51862) PA/20321-01 EAC-24049 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that earthworks were not within the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Plantation Forestry) 
Regulations 2017 at a forestry harvesting site at Toko Road, Toko. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance. Reinspection found 
that abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 
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Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

10 Feb 2021 332121-155 

ENF-22898 

Annual Inspection Significant non-
compliance 

Angela Perry (72951) 
Danyon Hicks (72952) 
Hinton Contracting Limited (24122) 
Robert Perry (72950) 

R2/4679-4.0 EAC-24069 - Explanation 
Requested - Inspection 
Notice 
EAC-24068 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24067 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24064 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-23960 - Infringement 
Notice ($750) 
EAC-23855 - Explanation 
Requested - Inspection 
Notice 
EAC-23853 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During annual monitoring it was found that the effluent spreading contractor was not operating within resource consent conditions at a property at Eltham Road, 
Kaponga. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. A letter of explanation was received. 
Reinspection found that the abatement notice was not being complied with. A meeting was held with the contractor. During the meeting the contractor explained the processes 
that had been put in place to ensure that consent conditions are complied with at all times. A further reinspection found the abatement notice was being complied with at the time 
of inspection. 

11 May 2021 332121-191 

ENF-23090 

Other Inspection Non-compliance Sandford Bros Limited (10155) R2/6898-1  No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that a truck wash was not operating within resource consent conditions at a transport yard at Skeet Road, Auroa. This was 
also in contravention of Abatement Notice EAC-22020, issued as a result of a previous non-compliance. The consent holder is in the process of upgrading the system and 
applying for a resource consent to discharge to land only. 
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Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

17 May 2021 332121-192 

ENF-23096 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Remediation (NZ) Limited (30679) R2/5892-2 EAC-24106 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 
At This 
Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that a worm farm was not operating within resource consent conditions at Waitara Road, Waitara. An abatement notice was 
issued requiring works to be undertaken to the stormwater treatment system to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection will be undertaken after 15 July 
2021. 

21 May 2021 332121-190 

ENF-23083 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Schlumberger New Zealand Limited 
(51451) 
Surrey Road Land Farm Limited 
(32728) 

R2/7591-1.2  Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that ponding of semi solid drilling waste was occurring around two of the irrigation pods at a land farm on Surrey Road, 
Inglewood. Around one of the irrigation pods there was significant ponding which was tracking towards the stream in breach of Abatement Notice EAC-23875. Enforcement action 
is being considered. 

24 May 2021 332121-196 

ENF-23098 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance TIL Freighting Limited (51307) R2/7578-1 EAC-24103 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that site operations were not within resource consent conditions at a transport yard at Paraite Road, Bell Block. An abatement 
notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection will be undertaken after 5 July 2021. 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement Summary

229



Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

25 May 2021 332121-194 

ENF-23093 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance KiwiRail Holdings Limited (50168) R2/1735-3 EAC-24090 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found KiwiRail was not operating within resource consent conditions at Smart Road, Waiwhakaiho. An abatement notice was issued 
requiring the stormwater management plan to be updated to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Compliance with the abatement notice will be ascertain after 31 
July 2021. 

27 May 2021 332121-193 

ENF-23088 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Inglewood Timber Processors 
(10124) 

R2/7821-1 EAC-24085 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further 
Action/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that unauthorised materials were within a fire pit in contravention of resource consent conditions at a timber processing site at 
Mountain Road, Inglewood. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection found that 
abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. 

31 May 2021 332121-195 

ENF-23103 

Office Assessment Non-compliance Waste Remediation Services Limited 
(50821) 

R2/7795-1.1 EAC-24109 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During analysis of information from the consent holder, it was found a land farm was not operating within resource consent conditions at Manawapou Road, 
Manutahia. An abatement notice was issued requiring the discharge of unauthorised material to cease. Reinspection found that the abatement notice was being complied with at 
the time of inspection. Enforcement action is being considered. 
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Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

10 Jun 2021 332121-200 

ENF-23104 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Significant non-
compliance 

Sea Breeze Limited (36241) R2/9276-1.1 EAC-24112 - Explanation 
Requested - Letter 
EAC-24111 - Abatement 
Notice 

Investigation 
Continuing 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that farm dairy effluent was not being irrigated within resource consent conditions, by an agricultural contractor, at a property 
at Warea Road, Warea. An abatement notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Reinspection found that the 
abatement notice was being complied with at the time of inspection. An explanation was received. Further enforcement action is being considered. 

10 Jun 2021 332121-201 

ENF-23118 

Instream Structure 
Inspection 

Non-compliance South Taranaki District Council 
(9623) 

R2/10116-1.0 EAC-24142 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 
At This 
Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that a culvert was not within resource consent conditions at a property on Palmer Road, Mahoe. An abatement notice was 
issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure consent compliance. Reinspection will be undertaken after 1 December 2021. 

15 Jun 2021 332121-197 

ENF-23106 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Aaron George (33930) R2/9680-1.1 EAC-24118 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 
At This 
Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that unauthorised materials had been disposed of in a cleanfill at Lower Dudley Road, Inglewood. An abatement notice was 
issued requiring all unauthorised materials to be removed. Reinspection will be undertaken after 31 July 2021. 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Incident, Compliance Monitoring Non-compliances and Enforcement Summary

231



Compliance Monitoring – Non-compliances for the period 13 May 2021 to 30 Jun 2021 

Inspection 
Date 

Job Number 
IRIS ID 

Inspection Type 
Compliance 
Status 

Alleged Responsible Party 
Consent 
Number 

Action Taken Recommendation 

22 Jun 2021 332121-199 

ENF-23115 

Compliance Monitoring 
Insp. 

Non-compliance Westown Agriculture Limited (55300) R2/10849-1.0 EAC-24133 - Abatement 
Notice 

No Further Action 
At This 
Stage/Costs 
Recovered 

Comments: During routine monitoring it was found that notifications and record keeping was not within resource consent conditions, by an agricultural contractor. An abatement 
notice was issued requiring works to be undertaken to ensure compliance with resource consent conditions. Compliance will be ascertained during routine monitoring. 
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Date 20 July 2021 

Subject: Prosecution Sentencing Decision – JT Cottam, 
RT Cottam and MJ Gray 

Approved by: A D McLay, Director - Resource Management 

 S J Ruru, Chief Executive 

Document: 2820041 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to update Members on the prosecution of Jeremy 
Thomas Cottam, Racheal Teresa Cottam and Maxwell John Gray, for breaches of the 
Regional Air Quality Plan for Taranaki and Regional Fresh Water Plan for Taranaki. This 
involved a discharge into air and onto land from the burning and dumping of 
demolition material at an old quarry site. 

Executive summary 

2. The Council responded to a complaint about the discharges, undertook a thorough 
investigation and applied the Council’s Enforcement Policy (2017). 

3. The result is a guilty plea and successful prosecution with a reasonably high fine. The 
sentencing decision provides insight into the rational for the decision. 

Recommendation 

That the Taranaki Regional Council: 

a) receives this report and notes the successful outcome of the prosecution of Jeremy 
Thomas Cottam, Racheal Teresa Cottam and Maxwell John Gray. 

Background 

4. The environmental incident was considered by the Chief Executive, acting under 
delegated authority from the Council, and the decision to prosecute was presented to the 
Committee, for information purposes, on 11 November 2020. 

Incident 

5. In summary, the prosecution relates to the demolition of the old New Plymouth Airport 
Terminal and the subsequent disposal of the demolition material by burning and 
dumping at a rural property on the outskirts of Bell Block, New Plymouth. 

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Prosecution Sentencing Decision - JT Cottam, RT Cottam and MJ Gray

233



6. This resulted in significant adverse effects within the property and to adjacent land and 
measurable effects within a nearby unnamed tributary of the Mangaoraka Stream 2 
(Waiongana catchment).  Also potential likely adverse effects on human health to the 
occupants of nearby residential dwellings from the discharge to air. 

Prosecution update 

7. The parties pleaded guilty. 

8. The charges against the defendant’s resulted in fines totalling $105,000.  

9. Each defendant pleaded guilty to the two charges against them. Sentencing was passed 
on 18 June 2021 and notes of Judge Dwyer on the sentencing are attached. The rationale 
for the decision is set out in the judgement and a number of factors are considered in 
determining the sentence. The high fine reflects the seriousness of the incident. 

10. The Court extensively used Council scientific evidence in its deliberations. There were 
several systematic failures, resulting in the adverse discharges. Further details are set 
out in the decision.  

11. Racheal Teresa Cottam and Jeremy Thomas Cottam were each fined $13,125 for two 
charges ($52,500 total).  

12. Maxwell John Gray was fined $26,250 for two charges ($52,500 total). 

13. Judge Dwyer also noted the defendants had offered to forward formal letters of apology 
to Puketapu and Te Atiawa iwi. 

  

Decision-making considerations 

14. Part 6 (Planning, decision-making and accountability) of the Local Government Act 2002 
has been considered and documented in the preparation of this agenda item.  The 
recommendations made in this item comply with the decision-making obligations of the 
Act. 

Financial considerations—LTP/Annual Plan 

15. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s adopted Long-Term Plan and estimates.  Any financial information included 
in this memorandum has been prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting practice. 

Policy considerations 

16. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the policy 
documents and positions adopted by this Council under various legislative frameworks 
including, but not restricted to, the Local Government Act 2002, the Resource Management 
Act 1991 and the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987. 

Iwi considerations 

17. This memorandum and the associated recommendations are consistent with the 
Council’s policy for the development of Māori capacity to contribute to decision-making 
processes (schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002) as outlined in the adopted long-
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term plan and/or annual plan.  Similarly, iwi involvement in adopted work 
programmes has been recognised in the preparation of this memorandum. 

18. Te Atiawa Iwi and Puketapu Hapu have actively been involved in the prosecution and a 
victim impact statement was provided and referred to by the Court.   

Community considerations 

19. This memorandum and the associated recommendations have considered the views of 
the community, interested and affected parties and those views have been recognised in 
the preparation of this memorandum. 

Legal considerations 

20. This memorandum and the associated recommendations comply with the appropriate 
statutory requirements imposed upon the Council. 

Appendices/Attachments 

Document 2819977: Cottam-Gray - Sentencing Notes of Judge Dwyer 18-06-21 
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TARANAKI REGIONAL COUNCIL v JEREMY THOMAS COTTAM [2021] NZDC 13361 [18 June 2021] 

 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

AT NEW PLYMOUTH 

 

I TE KŌTI-Ā-ROHE 

KI NGĀMOTU 

 CRI-2020-043-002055 

JUDGE VIA AVL 

 [2021] NZDC 13361  
 

 TARANAKI REGIONAL COUNCIL 

Prosecutor 
 

 

v 

 

 

 JEREMY THOMAS COTTAM 

RACHEAL TERESA COTTAM 

MAXWELL JOHN GRAY 

Defendants 

  
 

Hearing: 
 

18 June 2021 

 

Appearances: 
 

K de Silva for the Prosecutor 
P Lang for the Defendants 

 

Judgment: 
 

18 June 2021 

 

 

 NOTES OF JUDGE B P DWYER ON SENTENCING

 

[1] Racheal Teresa Cottam, Jeremy Thomas Cottam and Maxwell John Gray 

(jointly-the Defendants) appear for sentence on two mirror charges brought against 

each of them by Taranaki Regional Council.   

[2] In summary, one set of charges relates to permitting breaches of s 15(1)(b) of 

the Resource Management Act 1991 by discharging contaminants (demolition waste) 

onto and into land in circumstances which may have resulted in those contaminants 

entering water (an unnamed tributary of the Mangaoraka Stream) and groundwater 

when the discharge was not allowed by any of the instruments identified in s 15(1).  
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These charges are contained in charging documents ending 0682 for Mrs Cottam, 0686 

for Mr Cottam and 0691 for Mr Gray.   

[3] The second set of charges relates to permitting contraventions of s 15(2)  

Resource Management Act by discharging contaminants from the outdoor burning of 

demolition waste into the air in contravention of a National Environmental Standard 

when the discharge was not allowed by any of the instruments identified in s 15(2).  

Those charges are contained in charging documents ending 0684 for Mrs Cottam, 

0688 for Mr Cottam and 0689 for Mr Gray.   

[4] Each Defendant has pleaded guilty to the two charges against them.  

Section 24A of the Sentencing Act 2002 is not applicable.   No suggestion has been 

made that any of the Defendants should be discharged without conviction so each is 

hereby convicted of the charges against them.   

[5] The offending occurred between 2 June and 9 June 2020 on a rural property 

(the property) at Lower King Road, Tarurutangi, near New Plymouth.  The property is 

part of a dairy farm owned by the Gray Fox Trust.  Messrs Cottam and Gray are 

trustees of that trust with Mr Gray being responsible for management of the property.   

[6] Messrs Cottam and Gray are also shareholders in a company called 

Offshore Plumbing Services Limited (Offshore).  Mrs Cottam was also a shareholder 

in and the sole director of Offshore.   

[7] At the time of the offending, Offshore was subcontractor for the demolition of 

the old terminal building at New Plymouth Airport as part of the development of a 

new terminal.  Offshore’s contractual obligations required it to demolish part of the 

old building and remove and dispose of the building materials including timber, metal, 

concrete and other elements, including some asbestos.   

[8] At the time it lodged its tender to do the work, Offshore intended to take much 

of the material to the New Plymouth landfill but by the time the offending occurred, 

that facility had ceased taking some of the material Offshore had to dispose of. 

Accordingly, it determined to take some of the demolition material to the property for 
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what it described as containment and sorting.  The part of the property where it 

deposited the material was being used for or was in the vicinity of a farm quarry.   

[9] On 9 June 2020 Council officers undertook an inspection of the property in 

response to a complaint about a smoking fire there. They found that a pit 

approximately 14.8 metres by 10.4 metres with a depth of six metres had been created 

at the quarry site.  The pit was located within close proximity of an unnamed tributary 

of the Mangaoraka Stream.  The pit was full of water. An Offshore truck had just 

deposited a load of waste into the pit.  Some of the waste was buoyant and floating on 

the surface of the water with heavier waste having sunk to the bottom.  Waste material 

was laying on the ground near the pit.  Adjacent to the pit was an area of approximately 

150 square metres where other demolition waste was being burnt.  The Council 

officers formed the view that these activities breached various provisions of the 

Taranaki Fresh Water and Air Quality Plans.   

[10] On 11 June 2020 the Council issued abatement notices requiring the cessation 

of receipt and disposal of demolition material on the property.  On 22 June 2020 

Council officers revisited the property under a search warrant, taking photographs and 

exhibits from the demolition material together with soil samples in the vicinity of the 

burn pile and water samples from the tributary and pit.   

[11] Paragraph [38] of the summary of facts identifies the items contained in the pit 

and burn pile. Items visible in the burn pile in photos taken 9 June 2020 and 22 June 

2020 included (inter alia) straw insulation, electrical cable, steel reinforcing, roofing 

panels, burnt treated timber and painted timber.  Items visible in the pit in photos taken 

9 June 2020 and 22 June 2020 included (inter alia) concrete with reinforcing bar, 

timber framing, straw insulation and flooring materials/ carpet. 

[12] The summary of facts records that discharge of the demolition waste onto or 

into land where it may enter the tributary and groundwater was a contravention of 

s 15(1)(b) of the Act and that the discharge and contaminants from the burning of the 

demolition waste contravened reg (6) of the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Air Quality) Regulations 2004 and hence also s 15(2) of 

the Act. The Defendants’ guilty pleas acknowledge those things.   
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[13] The actual and potential effects of the offending are described in five reports 

appended to the summary of facts.  Although the reports form part of the summary the 

Defendants have attached a caveat to their acceptance of the reports, namely that they 

have no knowledge of their correctness and the Defendants reserved the right to 

comment on their implications and accuracy. Having now had the benefit of 

considering the Defendants’ submissions, I do not understand there to be any 

substantial challenges to the accuracy of the reports and I have accepted them as being 

accurate.   

[14] The severity (or otherwise) of the adverse effects of the discharges together 

with the deliberateness (or otherwise) of the offending are the two significant issues 

in this sentencing.  Differences of view regarding these issues explain a vast gulf 

between suggested penalty starting points advanced by counsel for the Prosecutor and 

counsel for the Defendants.   

[15] Ms de Silva identifies a combined starting point for Mr and Mr Cottam of at 

least $180,000 for the two offences and $70,000 for Mr Gray.  Mr Lang suggests 

figures of around $50,000 for Mr and Mrs Cottam jointly and $20,000 for Mr Gray.  

Resolving those differences requires detailed consideration of the reports contained in 

the summary.   

[16] I commence my discussion in that regard by noting that the unnamed tributary 

near the pit flows to the Mangaoraka Stream which is described as having high natural, 

ecological and amenity values.  However, the confluence of the tributary and stream 

is 1.3 kilometres downstream from the location of the offending and I have no 

information before me as to possible pollution of the primary stream. There is no 

suggestion in the reports that the tributary itself had the values attributed to the stream.  

It is apparent from the reports that contaminants contained in the demolition material  

or generated by the burning process entered surface water in the pit and groundwater 

which flowed through or near the pit.  Additionally, contaminated sediment from 

around the pit and burn site migrated under rainfall through flow paths into the 

tributary and were washed downstream.   
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[17] Turning to the reports, the Council’s biomonitoring report looked at five sites 

surveyed on 22 June 2020.  At site two (which was closest to the pit and burning sites) 

there was a significant decline in macroinvertebrate health, however those effects did 

not extend to monitoring site three 160 metres downstream nor to the other monitoring 

sites.  The report states that the MCI scores for site one which was upstream of the pit 

(being the control site) and sites three, four and five downstream were not significantly 

different.   

[18] SQMCI scores at sites two, three four and five were all reflective of good 

macroinvertebrate health and better than site one.  The report records that these results 

provided no further evidence of adverse effects on macroinvertebrate communities 

downstream of the pit. 

[19] The reference in the Prosecutor’s submissions as to the discharge having 

significant adverse effects on the macroinvertebrate communities of the tributary 

(citing the biomonitoring report) is specifically stated in the report itself as not 

extending past site two.  Any adverse effect was accordingly extremely localised in 

terms of effects on macroinvertebrates.  

[20] The groundwater monitoring report identified a range of contaminants in pit 

water samples taken on 10 and 22 June.  These included arsenic, chromium, copper, 

lead and zinc which were all at levels elevated above background levels in a 

comparative test well and, in some cases, above Standards guidelines.  Contaminant 

concentrations from the 10 June samples were significantly higher than 22 June.   

[21] Further tests were taken in November 2020 after remediation work on the site 

was completed.  At that time groundwater in the pit was found to meet Australia and 

New Zealand guidelines for fresh and marine water quality.  The report stated that any 

contamination remaining in the groundwater system should continue to degrade and 

dilute with distance and time until concentrations return to background levels. 

[22] In short, there was clearly a temporary deterioration of water in the pit and 

groundwater quality beneath the pit but that was substantially recovered within a 

reasonably short period of time.  In saying that, I note that the contaminants identified 
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are ones with real potential to have serious adverse effects on human, marine or water 

life and should not have been discharged into surface and groundwater at all.   

[23] It is apparent from the sediment impact report that contaminated sediment 

entered the groundwater and tributary giving rise to the temporary effects I have 

described above.  This sediment would have been mobilised downstream by flushing 

and dilution and would have made some cumulative but indefinable contribution to 

contaminants in downstream water bodies, the closest of those being the 

Mangaoraka Stream 1.3 kilometres away.   

[24] Two reports, one from the Council’s Director Environment Quality and one 

from the Medical Officer of Health for Taranaki, address adverse effects from the 

burning operation.  They are both hypothetical in that they were not based on 

measurements or analysis of air, smoke or particulate samples taken at the time of the 

burning.   

[25] The reports identified the well-known potential and generic effects of burning 

such materials.  Both reports addressed the potential effects of burning asbestos but I 

do not consider that the information contained in the summary of facts establishes that 

asbestos was burned on site and certainly not in any volumes.   

[26] Counsel for the Defendants advises that asbestos was separated from other 

material at the demolition site at the airport and disposed of in a compliant manner and 

I do not understand the Council to challenge that proposition generally.  Dumping 

records at the Council landfill confirm that asbestos was legally disposed there by the 

Defendants but it must be accepted that some vestiges of asbestos from the demolition 

site may have potentially made their way onto the property.   

[27] Twelve soil samples were taken across the site and what was described as a 

trace level of white asbestos was found in only one sample (these were the June site 

samples I think).  The Medical Officer of Health states that further testing on 

25 August 2020 found brown asbestos, white asbestos and blue asbestos at one site 

close to the fire but I am not given any indication of the quantities.   
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[28] I cannot conclude from that information that any significant volumes of 

asbestos were burnt, whilst acknowledging the possibility that small residual amounts 

or vestiges may have been.  The Defendants receive the benefit of any uncertainties or 

doubts in that regard.    

[29] The Medical Officer of Health noted that people interviewed about the burning 

did not report seeing ash or dust on their properties during the fire and that water from 

roof water samples taken six to eight weeks afterwards were completely normal.  He 

concluded that while exposure to low-level of contaminants was possible as a result 

of the burning, it was short-term and unlikely to cause health effects.   

[30] I conclude from all of this material that the adverse effects caused by the 

discharges to land and to air were limited in terms of severity, duration and spatial 

extent.  I also note that there were cultural effects from the offending detailed in a 

letter from Puketapu and Te Ātiawa iwi.  I record that during the course of the sentence 

hearing the Defendants advised that they would forward formal letters of apology to 

iwi addressing the concerns raised by them.   

[31] The second significant matter at issue relates to the deliberateness of the 

offending.  The Council submits that the offending was deliberate on the part of 

Mr and Mrs Cottam so that their culpability was at the highest level.  The Council 

assesses Mr Gray’s culpability at a lower level.  He was responsible for management 

of the trust farm but had not visited the quarry site or seen the fire.  The Council went 

on to contend that nevertheless, he had a responsibility to check the site to see what 

was being deposited, particularly because he must have been aware of the proximity 

of the tributary and the pit and the possibility of there being water in the pit.   

[32] It is unarguable that the acts of discharging demolition material into the pit and 

surrounding land and the burning of some of that material were done deliberately.  

Mr Gray knew that demolition materials were being taken to the farm but took no steps 

to check and see what was happening to them.  Mr Cottam was actively managing the 

process and believed that burning of material was permitted.  Mrs Cottam was aware 

of the removal of demolition material to the farm but did not know the details of the 

burning or the risk of migration of contaminants into the tributary.   

Consents and Regulatory Committee - Prosecution Sentencing Decision - JT Cottam, RT Cottam and MJ Gray

242



 

 

[33] Mr Lang says that the description of the offending as deliberate is not correct. 

I understand that is because none of the Defendants appreciated that their actions 

constituted offences.  I accept that may be so but that is really not the point in terms 

of culpability.  As I say, the demolition itself and the burning were deliberate.   

[34] The Defendants are in the business of demolition work. They had very 

substantial volumes of material to either process for recycling or dispose of by 

dumping in the pit or burning.  The proximity of the tributary to the pit and the 

presence of groundwater in it should have made the possibility of water contamination 

from material deposited in and around the pit readily apparent had any of the 

Defendants turned their minds to that.   

[35] Similarly, the Defendants did not turn their mind to the need for any sort of 

consent to burn demolition material containing items such as electrical cables, painted 

and treated timber and roofing panels.  Ms de Silva described the Defendants’ failures 

as deliberately flouting the law.  I disagree with that characterisation because I do not 

think, as I have said, that they turned their minds to the consequences of their actions 

or the need for consents.   

[36] However, for the reasons I have given, they should have done so.  Their 

company is in the demolition business and as participants in it they were expected to 

know and comply with their legal obligations.  The failure to make any inquiry with 

the Council or any legal or planning advisor as to what they were undertaking on the 

property can only be described as reckless and the Defendants’ culpability for the 

offending is correspondingly high.   

[37] In deciding the appropriate starting point for penalty considerations, I return to 

my earlier finding that the adverse effects of this offending were limited in severity, 

duration and spatial extent but involved the discharge of contaminants with potential 

to do real harm. 

[38] I have not accepted the proposition that the offending was deliberate in the 

sense that the Defendants intended to commit a breach of the 

Resource Management Act. However, the discharge of demolition material into the pit 
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or its surrounds in circumstances where contaminants might have leached from that 

material into groundwater and the burning of that material was, as I have found, 

deliberate and the Defendants were reckless as to the outcome of the discharges.  

[39] I record that deterrence is a factor of some importance in this case to drive 

home the point that proper disposal of potentially hazardous material from building 

and demolition activities is properly undertaken by those in the industry.  

[40] However when the limited extent of the adverse effects is taken into account, 

I am simply unable to get anywhere near the level of starting points suggested by the 

Prosecutor.   

[41] I have regard to the various other cases cited and note that none are on all fours 

with this case.  I concur with the common position of counsel that one global starting 

point should be adopted for the two offences which occurred on the same site at the 

same time in the course of one demolition disposal operation.   

[42] Having regard to all of those matters I have determined that the appropriate 

starting point for penalty considerations is $75,000 in each case which I note is 

25 per cent of maximum penalty.  I record that figure would have been substantially 

higher had the adverse effects of the offending been more serious, wider spread or 

longer lasting.   

[43] I agree that it is appropriate that a penalty will be imposed on Mr and 

Mrs Cottam on a global basis as a fine against one must come out of the pocket of 

both.  Accordingly I will adopt a single starting point of $75,000 in their case.   

[44] I do not agree with the proposition advanced by Mr Lang that Mrs Cottam 

should be convicted and discharged with the fine being solely against Mr Cottam even 

though he was directly managing the demolition operation.  Mrs Cottam was the sole 

director of the company undertaking the demolition subcontract and had an obligation 

to ensure that was done properly.   
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[45] Turning to Mr Gray, I reject the approach of both the Prosecutor and defence 

counsel that he be fined some lesser amount than the other Defendants on the apparent 

basis that he was unaware of exactly what was happening on the property.  He was 

certainly aware that demolition waste was being deposited there and that the area 

where that was happening was in close proximity to the tributary.  He was a 

shareholder in the company which was undertaking the work.  As the person 

responsible for managing the property, he had an obligation to ensure that the 

deposition of demolition material was properly undertaken and he took no steps or 

inadequate steps to do that.  In my view, he has an equal liability for this offending 

and I adopt a $75,000 starting point in his case also.   

[46] There are no personal aggravating factors warranting any uplift from starting 

point that were advised to me.  The Defendants shall each receive a total 30 per cent 

discount being five per cent for past good character and 25 per cent for prompt guilty 

pleas.  I will apportion the end fines equally between the offences in each case.  

Accordingly, the end penalty outcomes are as follows: 

(a) On each charge (charging documents ending 0682 and 0684) 

Racheal Teresa Cottam is fined the sum of $13,125.   

(b) On each charge (charging documents ending 0686 and 0688) 

Jeremy Thomas Cottam is fined the sum of $13,125. 

(c) A total of $52,500 between them.   

(d) On each charge (charging documents ending 0691 and 0689) 

Maxwell John Gray is fined the sum of $26,250, a total also of $52,500.   

(e) The Defendants will pay solicitor costs in accordance with the Costs in 

Criminal Cases Regulations (to be fixed by the Registrar if need be) 

and Court costs of $130.   
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(f) Pursuant to s 342 of the Resource Management Act, the fines less 

10 per cent Crown deduction are to be paid to Taranaki 

Regional Council.   

(g) Finally, I make an enforcement order generally in the form submitted 

to the Court but subject to the amendments which I discussed with 

counsel.  Counsel are directed to file an enforcement order reflecting 

the Court’s directions within five working days of today.1   

 

 

 

B P Dwyer 
Environment/District Court Judge 

 
1  The Court received and approved the enforcement order prior to the issue of this written record of 

sentencing. 
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In accordance with section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, 

resolves that the public is excluded from the following part of the proceedings of the Consents and 

Regulatory Committee Meeting on Tuesday 20 July 2021 for the following reason/s: 

 

Item 6 - Confirmation of Minutes – 8 June 2021 

THAT the public conduct of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 

would be likely to result in the disclosure of information where the withholding of the 

information is necessary to protect information where the making available of the information 

would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or 

who is the subject of the information. 
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