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Doc# 2017112-v1 

 
Land Use Consent 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 
a resource consent is hereby granted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
PO Box 8045 
New Plymouth 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date: 02 March 2018 
  
Commencement Date: 02 March 2018 
 
 

 

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To replace an existing culvert in an unnamed tributary of the 

Haehanga Stream, including the associated disturbance of 
the stream bed 

  
Expiry Date: 01 June 2033 
  
Review Date(s): June 2021 and or June 2027 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) 1732180E-5685096N 
  
Catchment: Mimi  
  
Tributary Haehanga 
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
Special conditions 

1. The culvert pipe shall be a smooth bore plastic pipe and have an internal diameter of 
no less than 1 metre and be no longer than 40 metres.  

2. The fill over the top of the culvert pipe shall be comprised of suitable soils free of 
wood, humus and other organic matter. The embankment shall be well compacted in 
uniform layers not exceeding 300 mm loose depth to achieve a compaction of at least 
95 % of maximum dry density. 

3. The fill over the top of the culvert pipe shall be 2.3 m above the invert of the culvert.  

4. The consent holder shall notify the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, in 
writing at least 2 working days prior to the commencement of work.  Notification shall 
include the consent number and a brief description of the activity consented and be 
emailed to worknotification@trc.govt.nz. 

5. Between 1 May and 31 October no work shall be undertaken on any part of the stream 
bed that is covered by water.   

6. The consent holder shall take all practicable steps to minimise stream bed disturbance, 
sedimentation and increased turbidity during installation of the culvert, including by: 
a) completing all works in the minimum time practicable; 
b) avoiding placement of excavated material in the flowing channel;  
c) keeping machinery out of the actively flowing channel, as far as practicable; and 
d) reinstating any disturbed areas as far as practicable. 

7. A reinforced concrete headwall shall be installed at the inlet to the culvert. 

8. A layer of rock riprap 1000 mm thick shall be installed in the stream bed. The riprap 
shall extend 5 metres downstream of the culvert outlet and 1 metre up the banks on 
both sides of the stream. The rock shall have the following grading: 
• 100% less than 800 mm diameter; 
• 50% greater than 600 mm diameter; 
• 90% greater than 350 mm diameter. 

9. The culvert shall not restrict fish passage.  

10. The invert of the culvert shall be set below the existing stream bed by 200 mm so that it 
fills with bed material and simulates the natural bed.    

11. The gradient of the culvert shall be no steeper than the natural gradient of the stream 
bed at the site.  
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12. On completion of works, the banks of the channel upstream and downstream of the 
culvert shall be no steeper than the existing natural banks. Where the bank consists of 
fill, the fill must be well compacted with batter slopes no steeper than 2 horizontal to 1 
vertical. 

13. The culvert shall remain the responsibility of the consent holder and be maintained so 
that: 
a) it does not become blocked, and at all times allows the free flow of water 

through it; and 
b) the consent holder repairs any erosion, scour or instability of the stream bed or 

banks that the culvert causes.  

14. In the event that any archaeological remains are discovered as a result of works 
authorised by this consent, the works shall cease immediately at the affected site and 
tangata whenua and the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council, shall be notified 
within one working day. Works may recommence at the affected area when advised to 
do so by the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council. Such advice shall be given 
after the Chief Executive has considered: tangata whenua interest and values, the 
consent holder’s interests, the interests of the public generally, and any archaeological 
or scientific evidence. The New Zealand Police, Coroner, and Historic Places Trust 
shall also be contacted as appropriate, and the work shall not recommence in the 
affected area until any necessary statutory authorisations or consents have been 
obtained. 

15. This consent shall lapse on 31 March 2023, unless the consent is given effect to before 
the end of that period or the Taranaki Regional Council fixes a longer period pursuant 
to section 125(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

16. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, 
delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review 
during the month of June 2021 and/or June 2027, for the purpose of ensuring that the 
conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising 
from the exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time 
the application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the 
time. 

 
Signed at Stratford on 02 March 2018 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
  Director – Resource Management 
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Doc# 2528431-v1 

 
Land Use Consent 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 
a resource consent is hereby granted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
PO Box 8045 
New Plymouth 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date  24 June 2020 
  
Commencement Date  24 June 2020  
   

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To realign a section of two unnamed tributaries of the 

Haehanga Stream for land improvement purposes 
  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2039 
  
Review Date(s): June 2027, June 2033 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Urenui 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) Between: 

1731695E-5686147N & 1731840E-5686084N; and 
1732341E-5685496N & 1732422E-5685525N 

  
Catchment: Mimi 
  
Tributary: Haehanga 
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
Special conditions 

1. This consent authorises the permanent diversion of the full stream flow through two 
sections of reconstructed channel on two unnamed tributaries, between grid 
references: 

• (NZTM) 1731695E-5686147N and 1731840E-5686084N; and  
• (NZTM) 1732341E-5685496N and 1732422E-5685525N. 

2. The new stream channels shall have a flow capacity no less than that of the existing 
stream channels. 

3. No less than 2 and no more than 20 working days before commencing work the 
consent holder shall notify the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council (‘the Chief 
Executive’). Notification shall include the consent number, a brief description of the 
work, and the intended commencement date. Unless the Chief Executive advises that 
an alternative method is required this notice shall be served by completing and 
submitting the ‘Notification of work’ form on the Council’s website 
(http://bit.ly/TRCWorkNotificationForm). 

4. The consent holder shall take all practicable steps to minimise sedimentation and 
increased turbidity of the stream during the construction, implementation and 
maintenance of the works, including: 

(a) completing all works in the minimum time practicable; 
(b) avoiding placement of excavated material in the flowing channel; and 
(c) keeping machinery out of the actively flowing channel, as far as practicable. 

5. The channels shall be constructed to include sequences of runs and riffles that simulate 
the natural bed where the original stream bed is no longer present or stable. 

6. Between 1 May and 31 October no work shall be undertaken on any part of the stream 
bed that is covered by water. 

7. The consent holder shall prepare and implement a fish recovery plan that has been 
certified by the Chief Executive of the Taranaki Regional Council. The plan shall detail 
how the impacts on fish during culvert installation are avoided as far as practical, and 
shall include as a minimum how fish will be salvaged, how often fish will be salvaged, 
and recording the number and types of fish salvaged. 

8. The new channel shall not restrict fish passage. 
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9. At all times during the works the consent holder shall ensure that the stream flow 
downstream of the affected reach is not significantly diminished.  

10. On completion of the realignment work:  

(a) the banks of the reconstructed channel shall have a slope no steeper than 1.5 
horizontal to 1 vertical; and 

(b) the bed of the reconstructed channel shall be at an appropriate grade so as to 
provide for upstream fish passage. 

 
11. The consent holder shall ensure that rock riprap in placed in the stream bed at all 

bends in the new channels. The riprap shall be placed within the entire bed width and 
up the banks of the new stream channel. 

 
12. The rock riprap shall be no less than 0.9 metres thick, and of the following grading: 

(a) 100% less than 600 mm diameter; 
(b) 50% greater than 450 mm diameter; 
(c) 90% greater than 200 mm diameter. 

13. The consent holder shall maintain the realigned channel by repairing any erosion, 
scour or instability of the stream bed or banks.  

14. The consent holder shall undertake and maintain riparian fencing and planting on the 
tributaries affected by the realignment, in accordance with the Riparian Management 
Plan for the property. An area of not less than 5 metres shall be planted between the 
stream bed and fence.  

15. The fencing and riparian planting required in condition 14 shall be completed before 
August 2021.  

16. To remedy and mitigate the adverse environmental effects of this consent, the consent 
holder shall establish and maintain riparian planting and a wetland as detailed in the 
‘Wetland Restoration Management Plan’ provided with the application and attached 
as Appendix 1. The works shall be undertaken within the timeframes specified in that 
plan.  

17. All earthwork areas shall be stabilised as soon as is practicable immediately following 
completion of soil disturbance activities. 

Note: For the purpose of this condition “stabilised” in relation to any site or area means 
inherently resistant to erosion or rendered resistant, such as by using indurated rock or by the 
application of basecourse, colluvium, grassing, mulch, or another method to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council and as specified in Guidelines 
for Soil Disturbing Activities- Waikato Regional Council. Where seeding or grassing is used on 
a surface that is not otherwise resistant to erosion, the surface is considered stabilised once, on 
reasonable visual inspection by an Investigating Officer, Taranaki Regional Council, an 80% 
vegetative cover has been established. 
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18. This consent lapses 5 years after its date of commencement, unless the consent is given 
effect to before the end of that period or the Taranaki Regional Council fixes a longer 
period pursuant to section 125(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

19. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, 
delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review 
during the month of June 2027 and/or June 2033, for the purpose of ensuring that the 
conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising 
from the exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time 
the application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the time. 

 

Signed at Stratford on 24 June 2020 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
 A D McLay 
 Director - Resource Management 
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Appendix 1 

Wetland Restoration/Management Plan-Remediation (NZ) Ltd Uruti Site 

13.1 Location 
It is proposed to carry out a wetland restoration project on Remediation (NZ) Ltd land 
situated at 1460 Mokau Road. 
 
The location of the proposed wetland is upstream of the L5 irrigation area. The wetland will 
have an approximate area of 0.588ha.  
 
Diagram 1-Site of proposed wetland 
 

 
 
Regenerative native bush is to the north and east of the proposed wetland. It is proposed to 
plant manuka on the southern hillside.  To the western side of the proposed wetland is 
irrigation area L5. 
 
The proposed wetland area has been grazed in the past and has little or no swamp 
vegetation.  There is Juncus sp. growing in the wetland area. 
 
It has been suggested by Sophie Arnoux (TRC Land Management Officer) that the proposed 
wetland area was likely to have been kahikatea/pukatea swamp forest (email dated 
13/5/2020). 
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13.2 Description of water flow and drainage 
There is a defined tributary of the Haehanga Stream to the west of the wetland.  There is no 
defined stream through the wetland, with water flow either overland in periods of heavy 
rain, and underground during periods of no rain.  Water seeps from the downstream bank 
that the wetlands have created which then forms the over ground tributary that runs 
between the irrigation area and bush margin. 

13.3 Enhancement Proposal 
It is proposed to replant the wetland area so as to re-create a kahikatea/pukatea swamp 
forest that would have been found in this area. Flax, cabbage tree, manuka and carex will 
also be planted.  On the hill sides to the south of the wetland it is planned to plant manuka. 
The wetland and lower irrigation area will be fenced off summer 2020/21. 

13.4 Plant numbers and plant spacing 
The planting area is 5,880 m2. Distance between plants will be 2 m. 5,880 divided by 2, 
divided by 2 again is 1,470 plants required to fill the area. There will be spacing of 1 m 
between sedges on the wetland margin. 
 
Table 1: Planting 

Location Species Spacing Number 
Centre area Kahikatea 3 m 30 (year 3-4) 
Centre area Pukatea 3 m 30 (year 3-4) 
Outer areas Cabbage Tree 2 m 100 
Outer areas Flax 2 m 300 

Outer areas Manuka 2 m 500 
Dispersed  Carex secta 1 m 150 
Dispersed Carex virgate 1 m 150 

 
Plants will be sourced from local native plant nurseries, with planting out being carried out 
by Remediation staff.  Weeding around plants will be carried out on an annual basis.  Any 
regenerating native plants will be encouraged with these filling up the area. 

13.5 Animal Pest Control 
Goats and possums are the two pests that will need to be kept under control. 
Remediation has a contract with a goat culler to ensure the population of goats is kept under 
control. Possum traps will be set around the wetland area. 
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13.6 Timing 
Ideally we would like to start planting this year.  This may be flax and carex around the 
perimeter of the area.  Planting of trees will occur in year 3 and remainder of planting in 
year 4. 
 

Year 1 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Pest Control    x   
Pre planting 
herbicide 

   x   

Planting    x   
Post planting 
release 

   x  

 
Year 2 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Pest Control   x x   
Pre planting 
herbicide 

   X   

Planting    X   
Post planting 
release 

   x  

 
Year 3 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Pest Control   x x   
Pre planting 
herbicide 

   X   

Planting    X   
Post planting 
release 

   x  
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Land Use Consent 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 
a resource consent is hereby granted by the 

Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of 
Consent Holder: 

Remediation (NZ) Limited 
PO Box 8045 
New Plymouth 4342 

 
 

 

Decision Date  24 June 2020 
  
Commencement Date  24 June 2020  
   

Conditions of Consent 
  
Consent Granted: To modify a culvert to provide for fish passage, in an 

unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream, including 
associated disturbance of the stream bed 

  
Expiry Date: 1 June 2039 
  
Review Date(s): June 2027, June 2033 
  
Site Location: 1460 Mokau Road, Uruti 
  
Grid Reference (NZTM) 1731692E-5686143N 
  
Catchment: Mimi 
  
Tributary: Haehanga 
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General condition 
 
a. The consent holder shall pay to the Taranaki Regional Council all the administration, 

monitoring and supervision costs of this consent, fixed in accordance with section 36 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
 
Special conditions 

1. The culvert pipe shall have a diameter no less than 900 mm and be no longer than 10 
metres.  

2. The fill over the top of the culvert pipe shall be comprised of suitable soils free of 
wood, humus and other organic matter. The embankment shall be well compacted in 
uniform layers not exceeding 300 mm loose depth to achieve a compaction of at least 
95% of maximum dry density. 

3. The fill over the top of the culvert pipe shall be no less than 4 metres.  

4. No less than 2 and no more than 20 working days before commencing work the 
consent holder shall notify the Chief Executive, Taranaki Regional Council (‘the Chief 
Executive’). Notification shall include the consent number, a brief description of the 
work, and the intended commencement date. Unless the Chief Executive advises that 
an alternative method is required this notice shall be served by completing and 
submitting the ‘Notification of work’ form on the Council’s website 
(http://bit.ly/TRCWorkNotificationForm). 

5. Between 1 May and 31 October no work shall be undertaken on any part of the stream 
bed that is covered by water.   

6. The consent holder shall take all practicable steps to minimise stream bed disturbance, 
sedimentation and increased turbidity during installation of the culvert, including by: 

(a) completing all works in the minimum time practicable; 
(b) avoiding placement of excavated material in the flowing channel;  
(c) keeping machinery out of the actively flowing channel, as far as practicable; and 
(d) reinstating any disturbed areas as far as practicable. 

7. A layer of rock riprap 900 mm thick shall be installed in the stream bed. The riprap 
shall extend 3 metres upstream of the culvert inlet and 5 metres downstream of the 
culvert outlet and - up the banks on both sides of the stream. The rock shall have the 
following grading: 

(a) 100% less than 600 mm diameter; 
(b) 50% greater than 450 mm diameter; 
(c) 90% greater than 20 mm diameter. 

 
Note: The rock riprap shall be installed so that smaller grade rocks and gravels are placed 
within the larger rock to create a lasting stream bed appropriate for fish passage. 

8. At all times after 1 May 2021 the culvert shall provide for fish passage.  

9. The invert of the culvert shall be set below the existing stream bed by 225 mm that it 
fills with bed material and simulates the natural bed.    



Consent 10843-1.0 

Page 3 of 3 

10. The gradient of the culvert shall be no steeper than the natural gradient of the stream 
bed at the site.  

11. On completion of works, the banks of the channel upstream and downstream of the 
culvert shall be no steeper than the existing natural banks. Where the bank consists of 
fill, the fill must be well compacted with batter slopes no steeper than 2 horizontal to 1 
vertical. 

12. The culvert shall remain the responsibility of the consent holder and be maintained so 
that: 

(a) it does not become blocked, and at all times allows the free flow of water through 
it; and 

(b) the consent holder repairs any erosion, scour or instability of the stream bed or 
banks that the culvert causes.  

13. This consent lapses 5 years after its commencement date (shown on the front of this 
document), unless the consent is given effect to before the end of that period or the 
Taranaki Regional Council fixes a longer period in accordance with section 125(1)(b) of 
the Resource Management Act 1991. 

14. In accordance with section 128 and section 129 of the Resource Management Act 1991, 
the Taranaki Regional Council may serve notice of its intention to review, amend, 
delete or add to the conditions of this resource consent by giving notice of review 
during the month of June 2027 and/or June 2033, for the purpose of ensuring that the 
conditions are adequate to deal with any adverse effects on the environment arising 
from the exercise of this resource consent, which were either not foreseen at the time 
the application was considered or which it was not appropriate to deal with at the time. 

 

Signed at Stratford on 24 June 2020 
 
 
     For and on behalf of 
     Taranaki Regional Council 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
 A D McLay 
 Director - Resource Management 
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04 August 2020  

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. This was conducted in fine 
weather conditions with the Haehanga Stream in moderate to low flow for the time of year. All 
irrigation areas were well grassed and at a standard to be able to be used for the application of 
liquid wastewater. Irrigation wastewater had been applied to land in area L5 on the morning of the 
inspection. Although there was no sign of run-off, it was observed that there was some limited 
ponding on the surface.  

The Site Manager was spoken to about this and advised to speed up the travelling irrigator to make 
sure that the irrigation wastewater was applied at a lighter rate. An inspection of the wetland 
treatment system (WTS) found that the final pond was full and discharging into the unnamed 
tributary of the Haehanga Stream. No foaming was observed at the discharge point and a slight 
discoloration was noted within the mixing zone. The Haehanga Stream however was observed to be 
clear below the lower extent of the paunch pond.  

A concrete pad had been laid between pad 1 and the drilling mud pad. It was conveyed that if 
material was stored or dumped on the pad, all storm water from the pad should be directed to the 
treatment system and not allowed to discharge onto the clean areas on site.  

A small number of riparian plants were noted at the site office. These will be planted in the coming 
weeks to continue the progress of riparian planting up the catchment.  

It was also conveyed that all material deposited at the top end of the drilling mud pad be moved 
quickly onto the pad to make sure that no clean stormwater is contaminated. It was also conveyed 
to check all sediment ponds on site to make sure that they are cleaned to a standard required by 
condition 5 of this consent.  

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

An Inspection of the twin culverts found that they were free of blockages and/or obstructions with 
water flowing freely through both pipes. The riffles downstream of the culverts were in place and 
appeared to be working well to make sure that the static level within the Stream is sufficient to 
maintain fish passage. No signs of erosion were noted about the culvert.  

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

In terms of the air discharge consent, an inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions with 
1/8 cloud cover and a light easterly wind. An odour survey was undertaken along the road boundary 
with no odours detected at any location. No odour was detected at the site office.  

Odour was detected about the treatment ponds. At the time aeration was being undertaken in pond 
three. This was resulting in the minor emissions of odour, however it appeared that the main source 
of odour onsite is the material sitting within the drop off pit of the drilling mud pad.  
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This pit is large and difficult to keep empty. It was suggested that placing material straight into the 
composting process without letting it sit for extended periods within the drop off pit may help to 
control passive odour emissions from the site.  

It may be worth considering whether reducing the size of the drop off pit may negate material 
remaining within the pit for an extended period of time, prior to composting on the drilling mud pad.  

Options could also be explored to minimise passive odour emissions from the composting windrows 
especially those that are in the initial stages of the composting process on Pad 1. No odours were 
detected about the worm beds or paunch pond. 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

The inspection found that the quarry was not in operation and had not been for some time. It was 
found that stormwater on the access track was being controlled via cut off drains, as well as a bund 
located at the base, to prevent sediment laden stormwater from discharging into the stream via 
overland flow from the base of the access track. 

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

The inspection of instream structures at the site found that fish passage was obtained by the 
culverts within the main stream. Further work is required about the culvert adjacent to the lower 
end of the worm beds to make sure that fish passage is maintained year round. Please provide a 
date by which this work will be completed. 

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

The inspection found that the Haehanga Stream was in moderate to low flow through the section of 
realignment. No erosion or other issues were observed at the time of inspection.  

 

6 August 2020 

5939-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

Odour surveys were undertaken at three locations in the vicinity of the composting site, Mokau 
Road, Uruti, in fine weather, with a very light north east breeze. The first odour survey was 
undertaken at 7.30am at the entrance to the Jones Quarry facility, 1320 Mokau Road, no odour was 
detected at this location.  

The next odour survey was undertaken at the entrance to the compost facility on Mokau Road, no 
odours were detected beyond the boundary of the site entrance. . 

The final odour survey was undertaken approximately one kilometre north of the composting site 
and no odour was detected at this location. 

 

14 August 2020  
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6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

An inspection was undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. The inspection was 
undertaken in fine weather conditions. The Haehanga Stream was in moderate to low flow 
conditions for this time of year. Inspection of the realigned section of stream found no signs or 
accelerated bank or headward erosion. A riparian planting plan going forward should include this 
area to be planted to assist with habitat improvement, shading and stabilisation going forward. 

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the culverts onsite found that all were open and free flowing. The culvert adjacent 
to the access track leading to the worm beds was free of blockages with water flowing freely 
through the culvert. The static water level through the culvert was sufficient to enable good fish 
passage.  

As mentioned previously the large culvert beneath the access track leading to the worm beds 
requires remedial work to make sure that fish passage is maintained year round. This requires work 
to be undertaken to make sure that the static water level through the culvert is lifted/culvert 
lowered to make sure that the velocity through the culvert is similar to the stream within which it is 
placed. 

The Regional Council records indicate that fish passage for this culvert has been an issue from time 
to time since 2007. Please advise of a works timetable in which this work will be completed.  

 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

The inspection was undertaken during fine weather conditions, 10 degrees air temperature with 8/8 
high cloud cover. A very slight easterly wind was noted at the site boundary.  

An odour survey was undertaken on Mokau Road. At the time of the survey the traffic on the road 
was moderate with a number of large trucks travelling along it. This resulted in air disturbance about 
the survey locations. The odour survey did not detect any odours.  

Upon entering site, a light 'musty' type odour was detected approximately 50m up the valley from 
the security gate. This was detected in line with the Haehanga Stream. This odour was not 
considered offensive due to its light and infrequent nature.  

A light odour was also noted about the irrigation pond, however the main source of site odours were 
found to be about the drop off pit (associated with the drilling mud pad) which was found to be 
reasonably full and also immediately downwind of the composting wind rows on Pad 1.  

No odours were detected about the worm beds or paunch ponds areas. No dust was noted 
discharging beyond the site boundary. 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

The quarry was not in operation at the time of inspection and had not been used since the previous 
inspection. An inspection of the quarry area was not undertaken during this visit, however the 
access track was inspected to make sure that stormwater controls remained in place. Cut off drains 
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and bunds were in place to make sure that no stormwater discharged off the bottom of the access 
track onto the valley floor.  

Please check the upper quarry site to make sure the exposed area is within resource consent 
conditions and if required please undertake any required re-vegetation activities to make sure this is 
achieved. Thank you 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken during fine weather conditions with the stream in moderate to low 
flow conditions for the time of year. Surface water sampling was undertaken throughout the site. In 
general the stream was found to be slightly turbid at the bottom site HHG000190 and cleared up as 
it progressed up the catchment.  

No issues were observed at the sampling sites with regards to visual observations. No scums, sheens 
or foams were noted.  

In general the inspection found the following; further riparian planting had taken place with plants 
observed leading up to the twin culvert. Plantings were observed immediately downstream and 
upstream of the twin culverts on the true right bank.  

An inspection of the irrigation pond found that there was approximately 1 metre free board. Very 
little HC sheen was observed within the irrigation pond. It was also observed that the level of the 
duck pond had been lowered by approximately 1/2 meter.  

The bund about the drilling mud pad was in place and the ring drain was working well by capturing 
and directing stormwater and leachate towards the irrigation pond. It was noted however that 
leachate was sitting within the ring drain at the lower end.  

It would be beneficial to have this material discharge into the irrigation pond rather than sitting in 
the ring drain. This will move the stormwater into the appropriate area of the irrigation pond and 
not adjacent to the stream.  

Good grass cover was observed across the irrigation fields, however it was noted that the irrigation 
field over the stream from the duck pond had some slips resulting in material blocking the drain on 
the upper side of the irrigation area. This will need to be cleared to make sure that the drain flows 
freely so that there is not a risk of overland flow in a concentrated path that could carry 
contaminants from the irrigation area into the stream.  

It was advised that this work be completed prior to irrigating this area again. The upper irrigation 
area was found to be very damp, and although standing water was limited, the ability of the soil to 
uptake further irrigation liquid would be limited.  

An inspection of pad 1 found no issues. An inspection of the drop off pit at the top of the drilling 
mud pad found that it had been 1/2 cleaned out. Sawdust and compost had been deposited at the 
top of the pad. When this occurs the material needs to be pulled onto the pad to make sure that 
stormwater is collected and directed.  
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At the time of inspection any stormwater from these piles would result in a discharge to surface 
water without appropriate treatment. This is undesirable.  

The concrete pad between the drilling mud pad and pad 1 had been extended. Please note that 
anything stored upon the concrete pad or the wider laydown area should be clean, as it appears that 
the stormwater would not be directed to the irrigation pond from these locations.  

An inspection of the worm beds found them all to be covered. Work is still required with regards to 
the sediment traps as was mentioned in the previous inspection.  

The paunch pond was pumped down with approximately one metre free board. The top end of the 
paunch pond needs to be managed to make sure that a ring drain is maintained and 
stormwater/leachate can get to the pump. An inspection of the wetland found that it appeared to 
be operating well with a discharge rate of approximately one litre every four seconds.  

During the sampling round it was observed that stock were fenced in a small area with open access 
to the upstream sampling sites. This should be discouraged and it was strongly recommended that 
the stock are excluded from the stream opposite the upper irrigation area.  

Please note that the Nation Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2020, Resource 
Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020 and the Resource 
Management (Stock Exclusion) Regulations 2020 are all operative in some part from 3 September 
2020.  

Among other things, these regulations restrict works around streams and wetlands while placing 
restrictions on the placement of weirs and culverts. Please make sure that you are familiar with 
these regulations going forward.  

 

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes   

The inspection of the twin culverts found that the headwalls were in place with no signs of erosion. 
The downstream riffles appeared to be secure and in place. It was noted however that the join 
within the culvert (mid culvert) had created a slight drop in the static water level. It was observed by 
looking up the culvert from the bottom end.  

It was suggested that works will be required to slightly lift the static water level within the culvert, in 
order to remove the drop. This drop in water level may have developed via a slight movement of the 
culvert pipes, or the settling of the riffles which could cause the static water level through the 
culvert to slightly reduce. 

 

 

18 September 2020 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

An inspection was undertaken to assess compliance with resource consent conditions. The 
inspection was undertaken following heavy rain immediately prior to inspection. The Haehanga 
Stream was discoloured (turbid) and slightly elevated upon observation on arrival to the site.  
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However, although the rain had ceased, the stream rose rapidly during the inspection. The Stream 
flow was approximately three quarters capacity flowing through the twin culverts on the property.  

An odour survey was undertaken at the site boundary by State Highway 3. Wind conditions at the 
time of the survey were calm, however the wind began flowing up the valley once on site. No odours 
were detected at or beyond the site boundary. No odours were detected at the site office.  

An inspection of the inwards goods drop-off area found that only acceptable material was observed 
being sawdust, sheep skins and dead chickens. A light sulphur odour was noted about the irrigation 
pond with other odours detected about the drop-off pit and pad one.  

The odour being emitted from pad one appeared to be less that that observed during my previous 
visit to the site. During the inspection a load of compost material from pad one, being the sheep skin 
compost material was loaded into a truck and transported to the companies Cambridge facility to be 
utilised as compost for the market. No odours were detected about the worm beds or paunch pond.  

During the inspection a series of BTEX passive absorption discs were deployed about the site. These 
will be active at the site for three weeks before being collected and analysed. The monitors were 
deployed at the following locations; at state highway 3 in the stock yard, adjacent to site office, 
below the duck pond, the southern end of the drilling mud pad and above the upper irrigation area.  

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken following a period of heavy rain in which the Haehanga Stream was 
rapidly rising during the initial stages of the inspection. An inspection of the site included in 
installation of air BTEX monitoring devices (details which are included in observation for consent 
5839-2).  

An inspection of the irrigation areas found that no irrigation had taken place at the time of 
inspection, it is noted that this is in line with best practice due to the recent rainfall across the site. 
The travelling irrigator had been replaced with irrigation pods on the upper irrigation area. While the 
travelling irrigator is appropriate for the drier summer months, it was found that the application rate 
is too elevated for the wetter months. The irrigation pods allow the fluid to be applied at a lighter 
rate to minimise the chance of overland flow. The travelling irrigator will likely be used again in the 
summer months. Although the irrigation areas were wet underfoot there was no signs of overland 
flow from the previous application of irrigation fluid across these areas.  

An inspection of the paunch pond and associated wetland treatment system found that the paunch 
pond level was at a reasonable level with ample free board to store further stormwater during a wet 
period. The wetland was discharging an high rate, however it is likely that a majority of the liquid 
was stormwater. Very limited foaming was noted at the discharge point. This did not extend into the 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream. 

An inspection of the unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream found that there was no visual 
effects as a result of the discharge within or below the mixing zone. At the time of inspection, a load 
of sheep skins were delivered to Pad 1. A load of greenwaste was also at Pad 1 ready to be mixed 
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with the skins. It was advised that when this blending process is undertaken for the recent delivery, 
that the small pile adjacent to this delivery is also mixed and covered.  

These were also some skins that had recently been received at site, and although they had been 
mixed with greenwaste it was found that some remain exposed and required better blending to 
make sure a good cover is obtained. A load of composted skins were also removed from site, which 
were proposed to be sent to the Cambridge facility for use.  

An inspection of the drilling mud pad found that the drop-off pit contained less product than 
observed on other inspections. The solids pile had been pulled back from the top end of the pad, this 
allowed room about the pile to make sure storm water collected in this area was easily directed into 
the ring drain and irrigation pond.  

The irrigation pond was half full on observation. Some additional work was proposed to make sure 
that the stormwater from the drilling mud pad is directed into the irrigation pond and does not sit 
within the ring drain. This had been discussed with site management, on site.  

It was also discussed on site about removing a top portion of the compost off the drilling mud pad at 
the bottom end. This product will be placed into a windrow and tested, to assess the material 
against the previously agreed surrender criteria. If product is removed from this pad it needs to be 
stored in an appropriate location where all stormwater is collected and directed to the pond system. 
The wind row needs to be clearly identified as material originating from the drilling mud pad to 
make sure that it goes through the appropriate treatment and testing criteria.  

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

An inspection of the re-aligned section of stream found that the stream was in fresh with the lower 
sections of the banks submerged. An inspection during these conditions found that the realignment 
was open with water flowing unobstructed with no obvious signs of accelerated erosion of the banks 
observed. No issues were identified during the inspection, noting that the stream was in fresh at the 
time and therefore a more detailed low flow inspection was not possible. Thank you 

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the culvert under the access track leading to the worm beds found that it was 
approximately flowing at 60% capacity. On visual inspection there were no signs of blockages or 
obstructions with no signs of accelerated erosion about the culvert during these high flow 
conditions. No issues were identified during the inspection, noting that the stream was in fresh at 
the time and therefore a more detailed low flow inspection was not possible.  

 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

An inspection of the quarry site found that it remains unused. The stormwater controls on the access 
track remain in place and no sediment laden storm water was observed discharging from the base of 
the access track.  

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 
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An inspection of the twin culverts found that they were full and flowing near capacity. No blockages 
and or obstructions were observed with the Haehanga Stream flowing reasonably evenly through 
both culverts. No issues were identified during the inspection, noting that the stream was in fresh at 
the time and therefore a more detailed low flow inspection was not possible.  

 

14 October 2020 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. It was conducted in fine 
weather conditions with little wind and no cloud cover. The Haehanga Stream was slightly elevated 
and swift following a fresh earlier in the week. No one was on site at the time of the inspection. A 
full surface water sampling run was undertaken as part of the inspection.  

The inspection found that no irrigation was taking place at the time. The irrigation areas had good 
grass cover and were damp but not sodden, with no signs of overland flow from these areas into 
surface water.  

An inspection of the wetland found that it was discharging into the receiving environment from the 
final pond. The discharge was a tannin colour and no foaming or odour was detected as a result of 
the discharge. It was observed that the receiving environment (unnamed tributary of the Haehanga 
Stream) that flows adjacent to the wetlands and the paunch pond was very turbid.  

This turbidity was traced into the upper catchment where only native vegetation is present. It is 
believed that the source of the sediment is from a slip or other natural occurrence in the upper 
catchment within the dense bush.  

An inspection of the paunch pond found that there was sufficient free-board to contain further 
stormwater. All worm beds were covered on both pads. All stormwater from pad 1 and pad 3 were 
being captured and directed to the treatment ponds and irrigation pond. The irrigation pond had 
approximately 0.5m free board. However, work was still required to better manage the collection of 
stormwater within the ring drain at the lower end of pad 3.  

It was noted during the inspection that greenwaste appeared to be being stored on the concrete pad 
adjacent to pad 1. Leachate was observed tracking across the concrete towards the clean 
stormwater collection area.  

In a meeting at Regional Council with the Council’s Compliance Manager and Remediation New 
Zealand this issue was discussed and it was confirmed that no material would be stored on the 
concrete pad and that all material would be stored on pad 1 or three.  

On leaving the site it was observed that an Intergroup 'sucker truck' was departing the site. This 
truck had delivered a load of sludge and waste oil into the drop-off pit at pad 3. On speaking with 
the Regional Council Environmental Scientist it was confirmed that this was not on the accepted 
goods list and no authorisation was sought to receive this material.  
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In addition, the storage of greenwaste on the concrete pad is in contravention of special condition 6, 
while the acceptance of waste oil into the drop-off pit on site is in contravention of special condition 
2. An explanation of these issues will be sought.  

 

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the culvert under the access track to the lower worm beds and the smaller culvert 
adjacent to this point found that both culverts were open and free of any blockages and/or 
obstructions.  

No erosion was noted about either of the culverts. Fish passage is in place for the culvert running 
adjacent to the track while further work is required on the main culvert. Photographs were taken.  

 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

The inspection undertaken in fine weather conditions, 11 °C with no cloud cover. The weather 
conditions were sunny and dry with very little wind. Wet weather was recorded at the site on the 12 
October 2020.  

An odour inspection was undertaken along the property boundary adjacent to State Highway 3. No 
odour was detected at or beyond the site boundary. No odour was detected about the site office or 
further up at the twin culverts.  

A sulphur odour was detected about the irrigation pond. No odours were noted about pad 3, 
however the usual offal type odour was detected about the drop off pit adjacent to the drilling mud 
pad.  

As recorded in the comments for resource consent 5838-2.2, it was observed that waste oil had 
been dropped off into the drop off pit by Intergroup. This material was not authorised under 
resource consent conditions (special condition 3 of this consent). Please note that the acceptance of 
this product has resulted in a non-compliance with both this consent and consent 5838-2.2. 

 

10063-10 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

An inspection of the quarry at the RNZ facility found that it had not been operational for an 
extended period of time. The exposed surfaces were beginning to naturally grow vegetation 
including the access track.  

The cut off drains and bund at the base of the access track remain in place to prevent stormwater 
flowing down the access track and out onto the lower site track at the stream crossing. No issues 
were identified at the time of the inspection.  
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5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

At the time of the inspection the stream was flowing swiftly and slightly elevated. Inspection of the 
twin culverts found that both culverts were free of blockages and/or obstructions with water flowing 
freely through both culverts.  

The rock riffles installed at two locations downstream appeared to be in place and working well to 
lift the static water level to make sure that fish passage through the culverts was maintained. No 
issues were identified at the time of inspection.  

 

04 November 2020 

5839-2 

During a review of the inwards goods register submitted to Regional Council by the Company at 
08:50 am on 3 November 2020 it was found that a delivery recorded in row 44 of the spreadsheet 
was detailed as; 14/10/2020, 11.10am Intergroup Grease Traps 16451 Intergroup 3.66. 

In accordance with resource consent 5839-2, special condition 3 refers to Grease trap waste 
specifically as 'Grease trap waste [from food service industries]. The related site inspection 
undertaken on 14 October 2020, and the subsequent enquiries recorded that the product deposited 
at the facility, as detailed in weighbridge docket 16451, was described as waste oil/sludge originating 
from a clean out of the waste oil storage facility at the Hawera Transfer Station. 

The recording and subsequent submission of inaccurate data is non-compliant with special condition 
5 of resource consent 5829-2. Further follow-up will enquiries will be undertaken.  

 

18 November 2020 

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

The inspection was carried out during wet weather conditions. An inspection of the realigned section 
of Haehanga Stream found it slightly elevated and flowing reasonably swiftly.  

No signs of blockages or obstructions were observed within the section of stream. No accelerated 
erosion was observed and no obstructions to fish passage was observed detected. No issues 
identified at the time of inspection.  

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the culvert found that the Haehanga Stream was flowing through the culvert, it was 
described as swift and elevated in flow. It was difficult to assess fish passage with the stream being 
so elevated in flow.  

The culvert was free of any blockages and or obstructions. No erosion was noted about the 
structure, the headwalls appeared stable and secure.  
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It was communicated that an inspection will be undertaken in fine weather conditions to make sure 
that fish passage is maintained during low flow conditions. Should it be determined that fish passage 
is not provided for then an abatement notice will be issued.  

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

The inspection was undertaken in overcast weather conditions with 8/8 cloud cover. Upon arrival at 
the site the weather was 18°C and dry with a light swirling breeze. An odour survey was undertaken 
at the property boundary with the Mokau Road/ State Highway 3. The odour survey was undertaken 
during fine weather conditions, however rain quickly set in and the site inspection was undertaken 
during wet weather conditions. 

No odours were detected at the site entrance, site office or twin culverts. A cold air drainage bund 
had been constructed along the rear of the site office between the office and Mokau Road/ State 
Highway 3. This had been planted out and grassed.  

The earth to construct the bund was extracted from the hill adjacent to the bund and access track. 
Although a bund had been created, the location where the earth was extracted created a larger gap 
at the site access track.  

At the time, the bund was limited in height and its effectiveness could not be assessed. Some odours 
were detected about the irrigation ponds, drop off pit and pad 1. Minimal odour was noted from 
pad 1.  

An inspection of the drop off pit found no signs of unauthorised materials deposited at the site. No 
changes to the management of the odour sources were observed, in order to minimise the 
generation of odour at the site. Please be aware that works are required to make sure of compliance 
with the recently issued abatement notice. 

 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

The inspection found that the quarry was not in operation and had not been accessed for some 
time. The access track was beginning to grow grass in places. The cut off drains remained in place 
and the bund at the base of the access track was still in place, to make sure that all stormwater was 
directed through the grass margins and not allowed to discharge out the base of the access track 
and into the stream. It was recommended that the lower bund be reshaped again. It was suggested 
that the bund be compacted to no less the 400 mm in height.  

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

An inspection of the Uruti composting facility was undertaken as part of routine compliance 
monitoring, during wet weather conditions. The Council’s biologist was also onsite, he was joined by 
Ngati Mutunga’s Environmental representative Marlene Benson and Fresh water expert Kate 
McArthur Kelby (TRC) as part of the ongoing resource consent application process. On this day the 
Council’s biologist and Ngati Mutunga were viewing the surface water and biological monitoring 
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locations. They were also to identify a new reference monitoring location for the biological survey, 
which was planned to be undertaken in a couple of months’ time.  

The inspection found that no irrigation had taking place at the time of the inspection. Some 
earthworks had been undertaken to realign a section of stream in the lower valley (as authorised by 
resource consent). These would be followed by earthworks to create a new irrigation area.  

It was advised that there was no resource consent to authorise the earthworks and therefore all 
works, including the volume of material moved, exposed area and discharge parameters (among 
others) must be complied with in accordance with the permitted activity rule of the Regional 
Freshwater Plan for Taranaki. The newly constructed channel would be assessed upon completion, 
to make sure that it meets all conditions of the resource consent before water could be introduced 
into the channel.  

An inspection of the duck pond found that there was sufficient free board to address any increase in 
water level during a wet weather event. This would make sure that there was no overflow into the 
stream, as such, an overflow is not permitted due to the level of contamination within the pond.  

An inspection of the irrigation pond found very minimal sheen on the pond. The pond had 
approximately 0.3 -0.5 meters free board. The ring drain about the drilling mud pad was inspected. 
This ring drain was required to be redefined and cleaned out along its entire length to make sure 
that all stormwater was captured and directed to the irrigation pond for storage before being 
applied to land. While the ring drain was in place and working well it had been gradually silting up 
and therefore the cleanout is a maintenance issue.  

Please note, as had been discussed with David Gibson on site on two occasions, the ring drain should 
capture and direct stormwater to the irrigation pond for holding. Stormwater (under BPO) should 
not be allowed to be held within the ring drain.  

Currently, likely due to previous de silting, the bottom end of the ring drain was holding standing 
stormwater. This was required to be address by either lining the area with an artificial liner, or 
addressing the levels to make sure that there was no pooling and/or ponding within the ring drain.  

The treatment ponds leading to the irrigation pond are also required to be cleaned out again as they 
were beginning to silt up. The area about the drop-off pad appeared to be reasonably clean, 
however attention was required to be given to make sure that this area continued to be kept clean. 
This included the concrete pad, as poor management could quickly result in this area becoming 
contaminated.  

Pad 1 was well defined with a ring drain. Please make sure that as work is undertaken in this area, 
stormwater is not allowed to collect and sit anywhere within the pad, as it is not designed for this 
function. All stormwater must be held within the pond treatment system and associated irrigation 
pond.  

The wormbeds were inspected and all were found to be covered. Please make sure the sediment 
pits are installed and maintained in accordance with special condition 5 of this resource consent. 
This issue was brought to your attention in the inspection notice issued on 04-08-2020 and therefore 
must be given effect to.  

An inspection of the paunch pond found that there was reasonable free board, however the 
management of this area appears to be slipping with a gradual increase in the pond level noted over 
recent inspections. This area and the associated wetland treatment system should be managed to 
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minimise the volume of stormwater sitting within the paunch pond while allowing for the pumped 
stormwater to be treated to a good standard within the wetland treatment system.  

Consideration should be given to reducing the footprint of the paunch pond and therefore reducing 
the catchment area and associated volume of stormwater that is collected and required to be 
treated. Due to the general expansion of the site (wormbeds placed adjacent to the paunch pond 
and the construction of new irrigation areas) a conversation will be held with Nathan Crook as to 
whether further surface water sampling points are required.  

In general the inspection had identified work that was required to be completed to make sure of 
compliance with resource consent conditions. These included the following:  

Make sure fish passage was maintained through the culvert below the access track to the worm 
beds.  

Rebuild the bund at the base of the access track to the quarry.  

Clean out the ring drain about the drilling mud pad and address the pooling issue within the ring 
drain at the base of the pad.  

Clean out sediment ponds within the pond treatment system.  

Redefine the sediment traps to a standard at or better than that stipulated by resource consent 
conditions (information previously provided).  

Make sure that actions are taken to make sure ongoing compliance with Abatement Notice that are 
in place for the site. 

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

The inspection of the twin culverts was undertaken during wet weather conditions. The inspection 
found that the stream was slightly elevated at the time of the inspection. An inspection of the 
culvert and associated riffles found that all structures were in place with the riffles working well to 
increase the static water level throughout the culverts.  

The culverts were free from blockages and obstructions and no barriers to fish passage were 
observed. No accelerated erosion was noted about the culvert and its associated headwalls. No 
issues were identified at the time of inspection.  

 

11 December 2020  

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions following an extended period of heavy 
rain in the preceding days. As a result, the streams throughout the property were elevated and swift, 
however were decreasing in flow from what had occurred over the previous days. 

An inspection of the realignment found that stock are excluded from the stream and the banks 
within the realignment. The banks were well grassed with no signs of erosion of the bed or banks.  

No obstructions were observed or blockages and no fish barriers were noted. No issues identified at 
the time of inspection.  
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6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the culvert found that the water flowing through the culvert was elevated and 
swift. There were no blockages or obstructions within the culvert and the headwalls were in place 
and sound, with no signs of accelerated erosion about either end of the culvert. 

Due to the river conditions it was no possible to determine fish passage through the culvert, 
therefore that specific condition was not assessed at the time of inspection. The concern is that the 
water flowing through the culvert and the shoot on the lower side of the culvert will make it difficult 
for fish to pass through the culvert.  

To follow on from a previous inspection notice, I will arrange for a freshwater biologist to visit the 
site in early 2021 to determine fish passage through this culvert.  

If the freshwater biologist determines that fish passage is not provided for then an abatement notice 
may be issued to make sure that such passage is provided for.  

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

At the time of inspection the air temperature was 18°C with 7/8 cloud cover (high cloud). A very light 
northerly wind was detected at the property boundary with Mokau Road. The ground was dry and a 
reasonable volume of traffic was observed on Mokau Road. 

An odour survey at the site entrance and along the property boundary, accompanied by a Regional 
Council summer student, did not detected any odours emanating from the composting facility. In 
general no odours of any description were noted about the property boundary. 

No odours were detected at the site office or at the twin culverts. A very light sulphur type odour 
was detected about the irrigation pond, which was being aerated at the time of the inspection. No 
odours were detected about pad 1, however the drop-off pit was odorous and the main source of 
odour at the time of the inspection. During the inspection the wind changed and was blowing up the 
valley. Odour could then be detected from the lower end of the upper irrigation area. An inspection 
of the drop off pit found that only authorised material had been deposited at the site. 

 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

An inspection of the quarry found that it was not operational and had not been used for some time. 
The cut-off drains for the access track were in place and were observed to be functioning through 
the diversion of stormwater off the track. The bund at the base of the access track remained in 
place, however it may require additional work so that it continued to function as designed.  
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5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions following an extended period of heavy 
rain in the preceding days. As a result, the streams throughout the property were elevated and swift, 
however were decreasing in flow.  

The inspection found that the drilling mud pad was bunded with material held on the pad. A slip of 
material had occurred during the recent rainfall event. This had resulted in some of the material 
slipping towards one of the treatment ponds within the bunded area. The material remained within 
the bunded area. It was communicated that it would be pulled back on to the pile once it had dried 
out somewhat.  

The irrigation pond was full with the aerator in operation at the time of inspection. It was 
communicated that the irrigation will recommence once with ground is suitable again. The drop off 
pit was approximately half full with no signs of unauthorised material within the pit.  

The worm beds were covered with no signs of discharge from the general area. The paunch pond 
was reasonably full. It was advised that this area needs to be monitored to make sure that all 
stormwater is tracked across the pond towards the upper end where the pump is located. As the 
paunch is wet upon delivery, it can create a wall of material as it settles out and prevents 
leachate/stormwater from accessing the wider pond. This aspect needs to be monitored and 
channels need to be kept open.  

Please also make sure the sediment ponds, as detailed in the Appendix to the resource consent, are 
cleaned out and re-established. No pumping to the wetland treatment system was observed at the 
time of the inspection, however the treatment system was discharging. Samples were taken of the 
wider receiving environment to assess compliance with resource consent conditions.  

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes  

At the time of the inspection, the Haehanga Stream was flowing freely and evenly through the twin 
culverts. The culverts were free of blockages and obstructions. No signs of erosion about the culvert 
and no obstructions to fish passage were observed. No issues were identified at the time of 
inspection. 

 

11 January 2021 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

A site visit/inspection was undertaken as a result of an odour incident in the early hours of 11 
January 2021. It was also to confirm the source of the odour detected that morning. The Officer was 
accompanied by the Company General Manager for the duration.   

The investigation found odour emanating from the composting facility irrigation pond and 
associated ponds. It was deemed similar to the odour detected beyond the site boundary of the 
composting facility. 
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The odour which had been detected beyond the site boundary, was considered to be offensive and 
objectionable. An infringement notice was issued as a result of the non-compliance with special 
condition 13 of resource consent 5839-2 and 15(1)(c) of the resource management act 1991. 

 

2 February 2021 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

A pro-active inspection was undertaken post a complaint received on 01/02/2021 from a member of 
the public regarding an offensive odour emitting from the Company site at Uruti. The inspection 
found there was no objectionable or offensive odour noted at the site entrance or beyond.  

There was a very weak compost odour detected at the site entrance which was not detected beyond 
that point. At the time of inspection the consent holder was compliant with consent conditions. 

 

05 February 2021 

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

An inspection was undertaken in accordance with routine compliance monitoring. The inspection 
found that the realigned section of stream was stable with well grassed banks. No accelerated 
erosion was noted and fish passage was provided for throughout the realignment No issues were 
identified at the time of inspection.  

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection was carried out during a period of fine weather. The Haehanga Stream and associated 
unnamed tributaries on the property were in low flow conditions with little flow passing through the 
culverts on site.  

An inspection of the culvert found that it was open and free of any blockages and/or obstructions. 
The stream was flowing freely through the culvert. Headwalls were inspected with no erosion noted 
about the headwalls or in the general vicinity of the culvert.  

It was noted that work had been undertaken on the downstream side of the culvert to lift the static 
water level through the culvert to better allow for fish passage. This was difficult to assess with the 
current low flow and will be re-assessed once the flows increase. If further works are required, rocks 
are stored on site to allow this work to be undertaken.  

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions. At the time of inspection the air 
temperature was 21°C with 0/8 cloud cover. There had been no rainfall in the days preceding the 
inspection.  

The road surfaces and access tracks were dry and a light to moderate south-east wind was noted at 
the State Highway/ Mokau Road. An odour survey was undertaken along the property boundary 
with Mokau Road. No odours were detectable in this general area. A further survey was undertaken 
about the site office within the boundary of the facility. No odours were noted about this location. 
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The area about the twin culverts was also free of any odour associated with the activities at the 
facility.  

No irrigation was taking place at the time of the odour surveys, however by the conclusion of the 
inspection the irrigation pond was being aerated and irrigation activities were taking place on the 
irrigation field immediately below the duck pond.  

An inspection about the irrigation pond detected a light sulphur odour. An inspection of the drop off 
pit found that the pit had plenty of capacity within it, with small volumes of product within the pit. 
Although odour was noticeable about the drop off pit, this odour was much reduced compared with 
previous inspections.  

A walk over the drilling mud pile found no odour detectable across the majority of the pile, however 
light odours were detected near the operational end of the pile. Note this is where the fresh product 
is placed. This was deemed light in nature.  

The chicken carcasses were being delivered to pad 1 onsite and incorporated with green waste and 
then shaped into wind rows on the pad. This is change, as up until recently the carcasses were 
discharged into the drop off pit and then wedge piled onto the drilling mud pad. 

All worm beds were covered on site with no odours detected about the beds. Some odour was 
detected about the paunch drop off area. Overall, the inspection across the facility found that the 
main sources of odour were emitted from the irrigation pond and associated treatment ponds 
extending up to the drop off pit. No odours were detected at or near the property boundary. 

 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

An inspection of the quarry on site found that it had not been used for an extended period. The cut 
off drains and bunds remained in place on the access track and the vegetation is beginning to grow 
in spots as a result of the site not being operational.  

No issues were noted during the inspection, however some maintenance works would be required if 
the site were to become operational again, as the risk of sediment mobilisation would increase 
should extraction activities recommence. 

 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions. At the time of the inspection the streams 
on the property were running low with some of the tributaries on the property found not to have 
any visible flow. The inspection found that works were being undertaken to establish another 
irrigation area adjacent to the site office. This work involved the realignment of an unnamed 
tributary of the Haehanga Stream and the installation of a culvert (both under resource consent).  
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Earthworks for the establishment of this irrigation area were being carried out under the RFWP - 
permitted activities. It was conveyed to make sure that the terms and conditions of rule 26 are 
complied with. 

An inspection of the wider site found that all irrigation areas were well vegetated and dry underfoot. 
During the inspection irrigation commenced on the irrigation paddock immediately below the duck 
pond. Waste water was being applied to this area via stationary irrigators. During this time the 
irrigation pond was also being aerated. The inspection found that the duck pond was reasonably full.  

An inspection of the drilling mud pad found that the ring drain was open and stormwater was able to 
collect and flow to the irrigation pond for storage before being applied to land. It was noted that 
stormwater was ponding within the ring drain at the lower end, adjacent to the duck pond.  

A conversation was held onsite and it was requested that works be undertaken to make sure that all 
stormwater was directed to the irrigation pond and not held within the ring drain. The Site Manager 
was to look at what options are available to make sure that this occurs.  

At the time of inspection the irrigation pond had approximately 0.5m of free board. No hydrocarbon 
sheen was observed within the irrigation pond. An inspection of the treatment ponds found that 
they were largely free of solids. The drop off pit was low with much less product held within the pit 
than previously observed. Some product was being placed into the pit and subsequently onto the 
drilling mud pad, however at the time of the inspection it was found that the sheep skins, green 
waste and chicken carcasses were all being mixed and wind rowed onto pad 1.  

Work was being undertaken to lift the base of pad 1. This work was aimed at separating the compost 
from the stormwater and to allow the stormwater to flow off the area, into the ring drain and to the 
irrigation pond. This work was ongoing and progressed when the compost rows are moved.  

An inspection about the worm beds found that all the beds were covered. The sediment ponds 
about the lower worm beds have been cleaned out as requested. Works had been undertaken about 
the drop off area of the paunch pond. This involved building up and increasing the turning area 
adjacent to the ponds for the delivery trucks. The bund wall in this area had also been lifted with the 
intention of lifting the pond wall throughout the length of the pond adjacent to the unaamed 
tributary of the Haehanga Stream.  

At the time of the inspection the paunch pond had approximately 0.5 - 0.75m of free board. 
Stormwater was being pumped from the pond and into the top of the wetland treatment system.  

Due to the extended dry period the wetland treatment system was not discharging and was below 
the discharge point. The Company were managing the system by pumping stormwater into the 
treatment system at a rate that allowed the liquid to evaporate and/or be taken up by the plants 
within the system without discharging into the receiving environment. 

 

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

The inspection was carried out during a period of fine weather. The Haehanga Stream on the 
property was in low flow conditions with little flow passing through the culverts on site. An 
inspection of the twin culverts found that they were free of any blockages and/or obstructions with 
water flowing freely through both culverts. The static water level was sufficient through the culverts 
to allow for fish passage (approximately 5cm of water depth with very low velocity).  
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An inspection of the head walls found no signs of erosion or other structural failures. An inspection 
of the two downstream riffles, that were installed to lift the static water level, found that they were 
both in place, secure and working well. There were no signs of erosion about these two structures. 
No issues were identified with the twin culverts as a result of the inspection.  

 

22 February 2021 

5839-2 

A proactive inspection was undertaken following two phone calls received at the call centre 
regarding the deodoriser and odour emitting from the Company site, outside the hours of 6am - 
6pm over the weekend.  

Odour surveys were undertaken at the site entrance, south of the site entrance and 1358 Mokau 
Road, Uruti. No odour was detected at any of these locations.   

 

24 February 2021  

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

A proactive inspection was undertaken to monitor compliance with resource consent conditions. No 
odour was detected at Remediation (NZ) Ltd site entrance or beyond the boundary. At the time of 
inspection all consent conditions assessed were compliant. No further action required. 

 

25 February 2021 

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

An inspection of the realigned section of the Haehanga Stream found that it appeared (on visual 
inspection) to be stable with no signs of erosion about the banks or bed. The stream flowing through 
this section had largely ceased, with only a very small flow through the bed material detected. No 
issues identified at the time of inspection.  

 

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An assessment of the culvert beneath the track leading to the worm beds found that it was free of 
blockages and/or obstructions, allowing the stream to flow unobstructed through the culvert. The 
headwall was stable showing no signs of erosion or failure.  

Works had been undertaken to lift the static water level through the culvert. Although this appears 
to have worked to some degree it is likely further work may be required in the coming months.  

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 
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The inspection was undertaken in dry weather conditions. All surfaces were dry, 23°C air 
temperature with no wind and 1/8 cloud cover. An odour survey was undertaken at the property 
boundary both above and below the State Highway Bridge. No odours were detected off site.  

An inspection about the site office and twin culverts found no odours from site operations. An 
inspection about the irrigation pond found that the usually noted sulphur type odour was not 
detectable.  

This may well be due to a few factors, low levels within the irrigation pond, the aeration of the 
irrigation pond, or the reduction in liquid waste being received at the site.  

An odour was noted about the drop off pit adjacent to the drilling mud pad, and a slight odour was 
detected about the composting windrows, however, both of these odours were light in nature and 
rated below the usual odour intensity that is noted about these areas.  

It is worth considering if the treatment ponds between the irrigation pond and drop off pit are still 
required considering that drilling waste and other liquid waste from the drilling industry is no longer 
being processed at the facility.  

These ponds are considered a source of passive odours emitters on the site and therefore if they are 
not required, they could be filled in. 

 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

The inspection found that the quarry was not in operation and had not been use since a brief stint 
the previous summer. As such all stormwater controls (cut off drains) remained in place with 
vegetation establishing on exposed areas.  

 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions (23 °C air temp, nil wind and 1/8 cloud 
cover). At the time of the inspection, the ground was dry and soil over the irrigation areas was hard. 
The Haehanga Stream was in low flow conditions with some of the tributaries not following.  

The inspection found that works were continuing on site to construct the new lower irrigation area. 
This area needs to be completed and seeded as soon as possible to control potential sediment 
discharges during rainfall events.  

An inspection of the irrigation pond found that it was low in level, with ample free board available to 
store any in-flow stormwater during a wet weather period. The irrigation pond was also being 
aerated at the time of inspection.  

A walk around the solid drilling mud pile found that the ring drain was in place with all stormwater 
from this area being captured and directed to the irrigation pond. This fluid would be applied to land 
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when conditions are appropriate. Most operations appeared at the time to be taking place on the 
composting pad 1 with the use of the drop off pit at the drilling mud pad greatly reduced.  

The composting pad 1 was well defined to make sure that all stormwater is captured, controlled and 
directed to the irrigation pond. Works were being undertaken to lift the height of the composting 
pad to make sure that the windrows were kept elevated and stormwater was quickly removed from 
the area.  

The worm beds were covered and an inspection of the paunch pond found that the water level was 
down compared to previous observations, with regular pumping to the wetland treatment system. 
Regular limited pumping to the wetland treatment system allowed the wetland to absorb the 
stormwater while ensuring that there was no discharge from the system, while the Haehanga 
Stream and associated tributaries were in low flow conditions. No discharge from the wetland 
treatment system was observed during the inspection. Samples were taken of the surface waters to 
assess compliance with resource consent conditions.  

It was suggested to consider cleaning out the truck wash retention pond as it appeared full of solids. 
When this it is cleaned out it is suggested to please make sure that the cleanings are moved to the 
drilling mud pad for composting, due to the likely contamination of the material within the pond. As 
drilling mud was no longer accepted at site it was suggested whether the treatment ponds between 
the drop off pit and the irrigation pond were still required. These ponds are a likely source of passive 
odours and cleaning them out and filling them in may assist in reducing odour generation at the site.  

 

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

At the time of the inspection the stream was in low flow conditions with very limited flow through 
each of the twin culverts. An inspection below the twin culverts found that the two riffles were in 
place and working as designed, to lift the static water flow through the culverts. The flow rate was so 
and appeared to be about 2cm of flow depth through the culverts. The headwall about the entry and 
exit of the culverts were sound and secure with no signs of erosion. No issues identified at the time 
of inspection.  

 

12 March 2021 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

A limited sampling run was undertaken at the Uruti composting facility in response to elevated levels 
of contaminants within the surface water at sampling site HHG000106. Eight samples were collect.  

At the time of the sample collection, work was being undertaken on developing the new irrigation 
area at the site, however no other activities were taking place. The streams were in moderate flow 
conditions following some rain in the days preceding this sampling run. No obvious signs of 
contamination were detected about sampling site HHG000106 or upstream of that point. 
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12 April 2021  

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

An inspection was undertaken at the site to assess compliance with resource consent conditions. 
The inspection found that there had been limited use of the drop off pit adjacent to the drilling mud 
pad with only egg waste being deposited here. Conversations held with staff on site indicated that 
consideration was being given to how they can utilise the main composting pad and what 
enhancements to infrastructure would be required to allow egg waste to be deposited directly onto 
the composting pad. 

The truck wash pit had been cleaned out with all the material deposited back onto the drilling mud 
pad for composting. This was the only appropriate course of action as the wash bay contained 
contaminants from the previous acceptance of drilling mud material to the site.  

Discussion was held about completely cleaning out the drop off pad and the treatment ponds 
leading to the irrigation pond, associated with the drilling mud pad. It was recommended that as 
these pits appeared to be redundant, that they are cleaned out and filled in, as an action to minimise 
diffuse odour discharges. It was conveyed that should the decision be made to fill in the ponds, the 
Company should contact the Regional Council to make sure that correct procedure was followed to 
decontaminate the ponds prior to infilling. Which every decision was made it was strongly 
recommended that the ponds are de-sludged.  

An inspection of the composting pad found that it was well defined with all product held in 
designated wind-rows. An inspection of the paunch pond found that sufficient free board was 
available within the pond. No pumping to the wetland treatment system was occurring at the time 
of the inspection. The wetland treatment system was not discharging.  

An inspection of the drilling mud pad found that it was well contained with all stormwater captured 
and directed to the irrigation pond. Work was required to make sure that stormwater does not pool 
within the ring drain.  

A timeline was requested, as to when this work could be achieved, noting that the irrigation area 
enhancement works were largely complete. It was also requested to undertake an inspection of all 
the cut-off drains at the perimeter of the irrigation areas, to make sure that all surface water was 
intercepted and allowed to travel freely down the drain rather than overtop into the irrigation areas.  

It was suggested that this was required to be completed prior to the onset of winter to make sure 
that no surface water / overland pathways occur, as a result, as well as to allow for applications of 
irrigation.  

Work to establish a new irrigation area were complete, with the area being seeded, good grass strike 
appeared to have occurred. Further growth will be required before the area is able to be used for 
irrigation, however conversations will be held with the Site Manager, as to when the grass growth is 
to a standard that will allow the area to be used for irrigation.   
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At the time of the inspection the irrigation area adjacent to the access track (below the twin 
culverts) was being utilised for spray irrigation. The application rate appeared appropriate with no 
signs of overland flow.  

 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

The inspection found that there was a light wind which was generally blowing up the valley at the 
time of the inspection, therefore no odours were detected at the State Highway.  During the 
inspection a mobile gas detection device to deployed at the property to measure emissions.  

An inspection of the site found that all worm beds were covered with no odours being detected 
about the beds. A light odour was noted about the paunch pad, however this was largely confined to 
that immediate area. The truck wash pad had been cleaned out and as a result the odours being 
emitted from this area had significantly reduced from the previous inspection. Odours were also 
noted about the drop off pit and treatment ponds adjacent to the drilling mud pad.  

As discussed in inspection notice for consent 5838-2 - there are options to be considered by the 
Company to minimise odour from this location. A composting type odour was detected about the 
composting pad / windrows. Consideration should be given to what actions could be taken to reduce 
odours from the windrows, especially during and immediately following the mechanical turning of 
these rows.  

 

30 April 2021 

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

An inspection of the re-aligned section of the Haehanga Stream found that the banks were visibly 
stable with all stock being excluded from the area, thus increasing bank stability. The banks were 
well vegetated and will require to the planted going forward.  

The Haehanga Stream was in moderate flow conditions at the time of inspection. The stream was 
flowing freely with no signs of blockages and / or obstructions. No significant headward erosion was 
noted. No issues identified at the time of inspection.  

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the large culvert beneath the access track leading to the worm beds found that it 
was open and free of any blockages and/or obstructions. There were no signs of erosion about the 
culvert with stable headwalls on either side. Some work had been undertaken to increase the static 
water level through the culvert. However this assessment, being the first reasonable assessment in 
moderate flow conditions, found that some further works were required to lift the static water level. 
To make sure that the culvert was not a barrier to fish passage.  

Further placement of rocks downstream, in a graduated series of riffles (as undertaken further 
downstream at the twin culverts) may assist to allow sufficient static water level throughout the 
length of the culvert.  
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This will be discussed with the General Manager on the next site visit. The culvert adjacent to the 
access track in this same location had a good level of water through the culvert and no issues were 
identified.  

The uppermost culvert beneath the access track, at the entrance to the upper irrigation area was 
found to be very good with a nice static water level (approx. 200mm) throughout the length of the 
culvert. This resulted in a low flow velocity so that fish passage was not obstructed.  

 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions with 9 °C and 7/8 cloud cover. A very 
slight cold air drainage condition was observed at the site entrance with air flow moving slowly 
down the valley the facility is located. Cold air drainage was also observed within the Uruti valley, 
with the general air mass moving down the valley in a south-west direction along the valley floor.  

The mass air movement could be observed by noting the fog as it moved along the northern edge of 
the Uruti valley. It was noted that there had been light rain overnight prior to the inspection and 
therefore the gravel access track was damp.  

An odour survey at the site boundary did not detect any odours associated with the composting 
facility. On arrival at the site office, some odour was noted. It appeared that this odour had moved 
down the valley during my inspection as this was not noted upon first arrival at the site office. In 
response to this odour the deodoriser was activated.  

The odour was low in intensity and strength. In discussions with site operators it was thought that 
this may have been generated from some movement of material that morning. The odour was 
noticeable for approximately 10-15 minutes and after that no further odours were noted about the 
site other than the operational areas further up the valley.  

No irrigation was taking place at the time of the inspection and no aeration of the irrigation pond 
was occurring either. An assessment of the odour about the irrigation pond found only a very slight 
sulphur type odour which one was required to concentrate to be able to detect.  

Composting odour was noted about the composting pad with some further odours noted about the 
truck wash / drop-off pit area. The General Manager advised that some de-sludging of the treatment 
ponds and irrigation pond were proposed to be undertaken in the coming weeks to maintain 
compliance with resource consent conditions.  

A new aerator had been purchased and this will be established within the irrigation pond following 
its de-silting. A second deodoriser had also been purchased and installed at the facility. This device 
had been installed adjacent to the duck pond. This piece of equipment had the ability to disperse a 
water vapour cloud across the valley floor from the duck pond to the eastern side of the valley.  

This deodoriser was still being fine-tuned to make sure that it operated as effectively as possible. An 
inspection of the worm beds found that they were all covered with no odours detected about these 
areas. A slight odour was noted about the paunch pad which was consistent in intensity as per 
previous inspections. This odour quickly dissipated and was only noted within the immediate vicinity 
of the storage area.  
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10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

At the time of the inspection the quarry extracting site and the associated access track were not in 
use and had not been used for an extended period of time. This lack of use had resulted in 
vegetation growing about the extraction area and on sections of the access track. The vegetation 
appeared to assist with stabilisation and reduced the mobility of sediment.  

Cut-off drains remained in place on the access track, to make sure that any stormwater was quickly 
directed off the access track and was not allowed to flow down the track, where riling would quickly 
become an issue. The bund at the base of the track remained in place. 

Please note that should the access track and quarry extraction area become operational again then a 
reasonable amount of sediment control works would need to be carried out prior to the site 
becoming operational again.  

This would include but not be limited to improved stormwater management on the access track and 
sediment treatment devices established on the quarry platform. It was communicated for the 
Company to make contact prior to recommencement of operations at the quarry, to make sure that 
all conditions are satisfied prior to the commencement of extraction activities.  

 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

The inspection was undertaken in fine weather conditions with light rain the previous evening. At 
the time of the inspection the Haehanga Stream was flowing at a moderate (or slightly below) level. 
A full surface water sampling run was undertaken during the inspection.  

The inspection found that the newly constructed irrigation area had been completed and seeded 
with a good grass strike. Some young stock (calves) were grazing on this area (noted no irrigation 
had occurred in this area). The intention here is to allow the young stock to lightly graze the fresh 
pasture to encourage it to thicken up at the base.  

The re-aligned section of the unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream appeared stable with no 
signs of erosion or bank slippage. Riparian planting of the re-aligned section of stream and an 
associated wetland are due to be completed (or commenced with regards to the wetland) this 
winter to make sure of compliance with resource consent conditions.  

The new culvert had been installed below the site access track, to replace the previously perched 
culvert that was draining the stream from the aforementioned catchment. Some further work was 
required to complete the culvert, in accordance with resource consent conditions, and these works 
were being undertaken at the time of the inspection. 

No irrigation was taking place at the time of the inspection, however an inspection of the irrigation 
paddocks found that they all had good grass cover and that they were in a position to receive 
irrigation fluid if required. Please note - there had been some slips and blockages in the surface 
drains about the outsides of some of the irrigation paddocks. These drains are required to be 
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cleaned out as soon as possible, to make sure that no clean surface water is discharged across the 
irrigation paddocks, as a result of the blocked drains. An inspection to confirm the completion of 
these works will be undertaken at the next inspection. An inspection of the 'duck pond' found that it 
was full with approximately 30cm free board remaining.  

Works had been undertaken within the ring drain at the lower end of the drilling mud pad. This work 
had lifted the base of the ring drain to make sure that stormwater had been captured and directed 
to the irrigation pond rather than being allowed to pond or pool within the ring drain. While this 
work had largely been successful, there remained some amount of ponding within the drain running 
adjacent to the Haehanga Stream. This was communicated to site staff.  However, generally 
speaking, this work had resulted in the drain being significantly better than was the case previously.  

An inspection of the irrigation pond found that no aeration or irrigation was taking place from the 
pond. There was about 0.75m freeboard within the pond to cope with any in flows. As mentioned in 
the air discharge consent inspection, a (purportedly) more appropriate aerator had been purchased 
and proposed to be installed within the irrigation pond in the coming weeks.  

All the treatment pond were proposed to be cleaned out via a long reach digger prior to the aerator 
placement in the pond. De-silting of the ponds will also make sure that capacity was maintained and 
potentially reduce the odour emissions from the ponds.  

An inspection of the drilling mud pad found that the drop-off pit was still being used to receive egg 
waste with small volumes of sawdust being added to assist in dealing with the egg waste. Although 
the pit was being used in a limited nature, an inspection found that there was still a reasonable 
volume of aged solid waste material within the length of the pit.  

It was communicated to undertake works to give the pit a complete clean out so that all the solid 
waste material was removed and allowed to compost rather than decompose within a wetted 
environment. This is a source of odours at the property. Cleaning out the pit has the potential to 
alleviate some of the odours and may assist in improving the quality of the irrigation fluid within the 
irrigation pond. 

The top end of the drilling mud pad was well defined with a small drain placed to make sure that all 
stormwater from about the drop off area was collected and directed to the irrigation pond. An 
inspection of the wind rows found that they were well-defined and in a logical order. At the time 
more work was being undertaken on site to make sure that these wind rows were better managed, 
apparently to help in the composting process and mitigation of odour. This included the monitoring 
of temperature and oxygen levels within the rows, the regular turning of the rows and managing the 
size of the rows to make sure that they do not get to big.  

The effectiveness of these measures will be determined by the reduction of odour over time. It was 
also noted that the deposition of product onto pad 1 blocks the ring drain and causes the 
stormwater and leachate to back up within the ring drain, as it is unable to get to the irrigation pond. 
Site staff were advised of this issue and advised to make sure that the ring drain is redefined and 
cleared after the inward product had been deposited at the site.  

An inspection of the worm beds found that they were all covered. No recent activity had occurred 
about the worm beds. The paunch pond was found to have approximately 1.5m free board within 
the pond and the area about the drop -off point to the pond had been redefined. This was proposed 
to make sure that all stormwater was captured, and then able to flow into the wider pond area, to 
be stored, prior to pumping into the wetland treatment system.  
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An inspection of the wetland treatment system found that there was a slight discharge (at 1litre per 
13 seconds) with the discharge described as a tannin colour. It was communicated that prior to the 
next inspection to please make sure that the surface drains about the irrigation paddocks were 
cleaned out. Also the ring drain about the drop off area on Pad 1 around the windrows, is managed 
and defined. The drop-off pit adjacent to the drilling mud pad is cleaned out to make sure the aged 
solid waste material has been removed.  

 

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

An inspection of the twin culverts beneath the site access track found that both culverts were open 
and free of any blockages and or obstructions, with water flowing evenly through both culverts. The 
headwalls appeared stable and secure with no signs of accelerated erosion about the entry or exit 
points to the culverts.  

The rock riffles placed upon the stream bed, downstream of the works, were working well, the static 
water level was sitting above the base of the culvert to allow for fish passage. It was noted that stock 
are excluded from the stream banks, which assists with bank stability. No issues were identified at 
the time of inspection. 

 

 

2 June 2021   

6211-1 To realign and divert the Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for land 
improvement purposes 

The inspection undertaken in fine weather conditions. The Haehanga Stream at the time of the 
inspection was flowing freely through the realigned section of stream. There were no obstructions or 
blockages within the realigned section of stream.  

Minimal bank erosion was observed in the lower section of the alignment. No signs of headward 
erosion. No issues identified at the time of inspection.  

6212-1 To erect, place, use and maintain a culvert and associated structure (s) in the bed of the 
Haehanga Stream in the Mimitangiatua catchment for access purposes 

An inspection of the culvert beneath the track leading to the lower worm beds found that it was free 
of any blockages and/or obstructions and was free flowing. The headwalls were in place and secure, 
with no signs of erosion about the culvert.  

The stream was flowing at a depth of approximately 5-10cm through the culvert. Some works had 
been undertaken, to better enable fish passage through the culvert, by removing the fast flowing 
water discharging over hard rock at the outlet of the culvert. This aspect may require some further 
work, however confirmation of this will be provided at the June inspection after consultation with 
the Council’s freshwater biologist.  

 

 

 



RNZ Uruti 2020-2021 inspections notices compilation for annual report appendix II 

28 
 

5839-2 To discharge emissions into the air, namely odour and dust, from composting operations 

At the time of the inspection the general air temperature was 4°C with 8/8 high cloud cover. A heavy 
dew was noted, however there had been no rain in the period preceding the inspection. Upon arrival 
at the site an odour complaint was received by the Council.  

An odour survey was undertaken at the site boundary upon arrival at the site. The survey found that 
no odours were detected at the site entrance nor at the metal pit to the immediate south of the 
State Highway road bridge. A walk along the roadside did not detect any odours from the facility.  

A further odour survey was undertaken to the north of the site within the Uruti Valley. At this time a 
very light misty rain fell for approximately three to five minutes. The inspection found that the area 
within the Uruti Valley to the north was upwind of the site due to cold air drainage conditions. No 
odours were detected north of the facility.  

A further survey was undertaken at the site office with no odour detected. A slight odour was 
detected about the twin culverts. This odour was faint within the irrigation paddock below the 
culverts on the western bank.  

While the inspection was taking place a second odour complaint was received by Council. The 
complaint related to odours within the Uruti Valley to the south of the site. This complaint related to 
burning tyre and them a chemical type smell.  

Upon receipt of the complaint, a further off-site inspection was undertaken within the Uruti Valley, 
to the south and at the complainants address. No odours of any description were detected beyond 
the site boundary. (Incidents IN/42667 & IN/42668 relate to these two complaints). 

Further site inspections found that the irrigation pond was not being aerated and a very faint odour 
was detected in the general area. An inspection across the top of the solids drilling mud pad found 
that the only odours emitted from the solids pile appeared to be at the top end where the 
composting process was being carried out from the recent addition of material. 

As noted, there were passive odours detected about the drop off pit of the drilling mud pad. The 
proposed filling of these initial receiving pits and treatment pits may well assist to help control 
passive odour emissions from the site.  

Some odour was also detected about the composting windrows, and while these were noticeable, at 
the time of the inspection it was not considered intense. All worm beds were covered on the site. 
The two deodorisers were also established on site, however neither were being operated at the time 
of the inspection.  

 

10063-1 To discharge treated stormwater from a quarry site, into an unnamed tributary of the 
Haehanga Stream 

The inspection found that no works were being undertaken at the quarry site and no works had 
been undertaken at the site for an extended number of months. As a process the site had naturally 
stabilised with vegetation to a large degree. 

It was communicated that if a decision was made to re-access the quarry site and associated quarry 
access track, the Company would need to make contact with the Council prior to the 
commencement of works. Whereby a discussion regarding appropriate sediment controls and 
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associated stormwater management can be held, to make sure it is to a standard to treat 
stormwater from fresh soil/earth disturbance.   

 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 

An inspection of the composting facility was undertaken as part of routine compliance monitoring. 
The inspection was carried out in dry weather conditions. An inspection of the Haehanga Stream 
found that it was flowing freely and reasonably clear. It was estimated that the Haehanga Stream 
flowing below the seasonal average.  

An inspection of the Haehanga Stream was undertaken at several locations throughout the 
catchment, extending to the top of the wetland treatment system and downstream to beneath the 
State Highway Bridge. No plastic contamination was observed at any of the locations and no 
weasand clips were located within the stream or on the stream banks.  

The turbidity of the stream generally decreased up the catchment, however there were no specific 
points of influence that created a sudden change in turbidity. The inspection found that the 
lowermost irrigation area was being grazed with a handful of young stock. A good grass cover had 
established across the irrigation area. The General Manager communicated the intention was to 
remove the stock from the new lower irrigation area, then to install the irrigation lines and 
associated irrigators. Once this had been undertaken, the Company would then commence irrigation 
activities across the area, once the grass cover had reached an appropriate level. 

The inspection of the stream re-alignment, adjacent to the newly constructed lower irrigation area, 
found that it was reasonably stable throughout its length. There was a small slumping event that had 
occurred immediately above the new culvert, however it was recommended that this be left in place 
and monitored. Should it become an issue then it should be cleaned out, however at this stage it is 
not resulting in the mobilisation of sediment and therefore leaving it in place may be more 
appropriate. 

The irrigation areas below the twin culverts, on both sides of the stream were found to be damp 
underfoot but not sodden, with no pooling or ponding observed. The ring drains about the irrigation 
paddock, on the true left bank, below the twin culverts and on true right bank, opposite the duck 
pond, had both been cleaned out. This allowed clean stormwater to be captured and directed away 
from the irrigation areas and not across them.  

Some further work was planned to be undertaken on the upper ring drain, above the uppermost 
irrigation area. This was an ongoing maintenance issue, as the drain was not currently operating as 
designed.  

An inspection of the duck pond found that it was full but not overflowing. Some free-board 
remained within the duck pond, however it was suggested that this should be monitored over the 
winter months to make sure that it did not overflow to land or water. Approximately 1m free-board 
was observed within the irrigation pond. Two aerators had been purchased by the operators and 
were onsite. The intention was to place the larger of the two into the irrigation pond, however at the 
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time, the smaller of the two had been placed within the irrigation pond. This was proposed to suffice 
until some additional maintenance and further equipment was established onsite to enable the 
larger aerator to be operated within the irrigation pond.  

The ring drain about the solid drilling mud pad was open and free flowing. Minimal ponding was 
observed within the ring drain, however a little further work was required to contour the drain to 
prevent the small amount of pooling that remained on the northern side of the ring drain. 

The drop off pit remained full of material and the pit was still used to receive egg waste to site. This 
material was then placed onto the solid drilling mud pile. A discussion was held with the General 
Manager and he was advised that this pit should be cleaned out, with all solid material removed and 
placed on the drilling mud pad, and then filled in.  

It was suggested that the removal of this pit from the facility may well aid in a reduction in the 
passive odours which are neutered frequently in this area of the site. It may also help lower the 
nitrogen concentration within the irrigation fluid. 

An inspection about the composting windrows found that they were all being turned on a regular 
basis. It was suggested to please make sure that a good cover of greenwaste was applied to the 
sheep skins and that they are blended with greenwaste as soon as they arrive at site, in order to 
minimise passive odour emissions. 

The ring drain about the composting pad was well defined, all stormwater was captured and 
directed to the irrigation pond. All worm beds on site were covered. Works had been undertaken 
about the upper end of the paunch pond. This work had increased the bund adjacent to the pump 
location. It had also resulted in a slight decrease in the catchment size of the pond.  

It was recommended that the pond was further decreased in size. This may result in less 
contaminated stormwater collected and therefore less pumping to the wetland will be required.  A 
reduction of contaminated stormwater into the wetland treatment system may result in an 
increased retention time within the treatment system. This may also increase the opportunity to 
circulate the contents of the treatment system more frequently to improve water quality before 
discharging it into the receiving environment.  

The wetland treatment system was discharging at the time of inspection. The discharge was 
observed to be light in colour with no foaming or discolouration noted within the receiving 
environment as a result of the discharge.  

5938-2 To use a twin culvert in the Haehanga Stream for vehicle access purposes 

The inspection found that the Haehanga Stream was flow freely through the twin culverts at a low 
velocity. There was sufficient water depth within the culverts to allow for fish passage. No issues 
were identified at the time of inspection.  

 16 June 2021 

5838-2.2 To discharge: 

a) waste material to land for composting; and 

b) treated stormwater and leachate from composting operations onto and into land in circumstances 
where contaminants may enter water in the Haehanga Stream catchment and directly into an 
unnamed tributary of the Haehanga Stream 
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A site visit was undertaken at the Uruti composting facility in relation to an investigation into the 
nature of the saw-dust accepted to and disposed of at the composting facility. This was due to the 
discovery of Light Organic Solvent Preserved (LOSP) material disposed of at a South Taranaki 
Landfarm. 

Three saw dust samples were collected from the site. One sample of fresh sawdust was collected 
near the drop-off point of the composting windrows, while two further samples were taken from the 
large pile of stockpiled sawdust, at the top end of the composting pad. Note - An odour complaint 
was received during the site visit - details of which are recorded on an incident register (IN/42736 
relates). 


