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There were plenty of good reasons for Taranaki to tackle the issue and clean 
its back yard of hazardous wastes. While there continue to be gaps in the 
statutory obligations regarding management of hazardous wastes, Taranaki 
decided it should happen regardless. The good of the public health, protection 
of rural livelihoods from any threat relating to contamination of agricultural 
product, and a simple desire to maintain Taranaki’s international reputation as 
a truly beautiful, green and clean region, were all sound reasons to collect and 
dispose of hazardous wastes.   

As the articles in this booklet will show, Taranaki’s campaign to rid itself of 
unwanted hazardous wastes began in the early 1990s as a result of growing 

This booklet is about a Taranaki environmental success story.

It is about how Taranaki’s regional and local government, with the assistance 
of the Ministry for the Environment, agriculture and industry, and with the 
participation and response of the region’s community, have rid the region of 
problems relating to a legacy of hazardous wastes.

Over the space of little more than a decade, Taranaki has worked hard to 
dispose of these wastes from farms and urban households – since 1991 the 
Taranaki Regional Council has collected and disposed of more than 40 tonnes of 
redundant, unknown or hazardous substances.

The Taranaki Regional Council 
and its predecessors have always 
had the statutory responsibility 
to control discharges of 
contaminants, including hazardous 
wastes, to the environment. 
Taranaki has also put in place 

a management structure designed to provide for the disposal of hazardous 
wastes in the region, and to ensure that any future hazardous waste issues can 
be quickly and efficiently managed.

The region has also achieved major progress in identifying and remedying sites 
that may have been contaminated by past activities such as the operation 
of landfills, timber treatment yards, rail yards, or the storage of agricultural 
chemicals.

The end result of all this activity is a region that has pioneered hazardous 
waste management in New Zealand by putting in place regional and district 
plans and strategies to ensure that the region maintains its position as one of 
the cleanest in the country.

Hazardous wastes 
Addressing the issue in Taranaki

…since 1991 the Taranaki 
Regional Council has collected 
and disposed of more than 40 
tonnes of redundant, unknown 
or hazardous substances.

The Taranaki Regional Council 
has collected and disposed 
of more than 40 tonnes of 
hazardous wastes.
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public anxiety throughout New Zealand over what hazardous wastes were being 
generated, and what was being done with them.

In some other parts of New Zealand, various incidents had heightened this 
concern. In one area, a major flood in a water supply catchment washed 
agricultural chemicals from farm sheds and contaminated the source of the 
municipal water supply. In another area, a fire in a farm barn caused real drama 
because of the mix of hazardous chemicals stored in the barn.

Taranaki reacted quickly to all this concern. In 1990 a Regional Waste 
Management Forum was established, made up of officers from the Taranaki 
Regional Council and the South Taranaki, Stratford and New Plymouth district 
councils. This forum soon began to develop a strategy that, amongst other 
things, recognised that regional waste management issues should best be 
managed jointly, with the Taranaki Regional Council taking a lead role in some 
matters, but with partnership between the four councils.

That soon led to the Taranaki Regional Council asking some important 
questions. How many old and unwanted agricultural chemicals were 
unnecessarily stored on Taranaki farms? What about urban households? Were 
any hazardous wastes seeping out from sites such as old disused rubbish 
dumps?

The Council set about dealing with the issue – with satisfying results. Thanks 
to the community’s support for a series of hazardous waste collections in rural 
and urban areas, the Taranaki Regional Council is now confident that it has 
recovered the majority of unwanted hazardous wastes.

Of course there will always be more discovered – possibly by a widow cleaning 
out her late husband’s shed; or by the next generation taking over the family 
farm; or simply by a farm property changing hands. And there will always be 
material discovered in household cupboards, garages or sheds that haven’t 
been cleaned out for years. 

Quantities of intractable 
hazardous wastes are recorded 
and carefully packaged for 
transport and disposal.

Taranaki’s regional and district councils will continue to work with our 
community to deal with the small amounts of hazardous wastes that are still 
being recovered in the region.

David Walter 
Chairman, Taranaki Regional Council
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Hazardous wastes come in many forms, ranging from sludges from timber 
treatment processes to waste cellphone batteries. They are unwanted or 
unvalued materials with hazardous properties that are discarded or discharged 
by their owners. In many cases hazardous wastes are simply stored in houses, 
sheds, garages, factories and other places.

The Ministry for the Environment has developed a definition of hazardous 
wastes which closely follows the definition of hazardous substances 
in the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1986 (HSNO).  
A hazardous substance is defined as “... any substance with one 
or more of the following intrinsic properties: explosiveness, 
flammability, a capacity to oxidise, corrosivity, toxicity (including 
chronic toxicity) and ecotoxicity with or without bioaccumulation...”

Hazardous wastes 
are not necessarily 
covered by HSNO and 
often consist of mixtures 
of materials or products that 
were manufactured years ago 
and are no longer wanted.  The 

Ministry for the Environment is developing a comprehensive policy framework 
for the future management of hazardous wastes but this still leaves the legacy 
of ‘historical’ hazardous wastes, a legacy that the Taranaki Regional Council is 
successfully addressing.

In fact, that legacy was the reason behind the public disquiet that led to what 
this booklet is all about – the successful collection and safe disposal of tonnes 
of hazardous wastes that were on Taranaki’s farms and in the region’s homes.

The manufacture and use of hazardous substances has been a part of life in 
Taranaki for many years. Agricultural chemicals, paints, batteries, household 

cleaners, animal remedies and take-home oil packs are all examples of items 
that have potential to seriously harm the environment. This is particularly the 
case when stocks become old or outmoded, and end up sitting in farm or 
household sheds for years in containers that may become damaged or leak.

While most of these chemicals break down over time, a small number are 
chemically very stable and can remain potent for a very long time. This is 
particularly true of the group of substances known as organochlorines, also 
referred to as persistent organic pollutants (POPs). These are chemicals in 
which carbon and chlorine are combined, and which have been manufactured 
for a wide range of uses including pesticides, solvents and pharmaceuticals.

What are hazardous wastes? 
Understanding the problem

Large quantities of old 
unusable agrichemicals 
had been stored on 
farms for many years.

…while most of these chemicals 
break down over time, a small 
number are chemically very 
stable and can remain potent for 
a very long time.

Hazardous wastes range 
from household cleaners 
to agrichemicals.
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In Taranaki, organochlorines have been the predominant hazardous waste. 
Those of most concern in Taranaki include:

• DDT, an insecticide that was heavily used for agriculture. In 1970 the use 
of DDT on farmland was prohibited, and its sale for other uses (such as 
household borer bombs) was banned in 1989.

• Dieldrin, which was used as an agricultural insecticide and combined with 
other chemicals for use in the timber processing industry. Its sale for use in 
agriculture was banned in 1968, and its sale for use for other purposes (such 
as spider control) was banned in 1989.

• Lindane, which was used to help control grass grub and cattle lice, and for 
insect control on vegetables and in orchards. Its sale was banned in 1989.

• PCBs (polychlorinated byphenyls), which were used in the electricity industry 
from the 1930s, mainly in transformers and capacitors. PCBs were also used 
as heat exchange fluids, paint additives, in plastics, even in carbonless copy 
paper. The use of PCBs has been illegal since 1994.

Significant amounts of PCBs 
were collected in the earlier 
collections. The use of PCBs 
became illegal in 1994.
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Taranaki is a pastoral region. Of its total land area of 723,610 hectares, 57% is 
used for high intensity pastoral farming – with over 2100 dairy farms and 1150 
sheep and beef farms. Naturally then, agriculture dominates the local economy.

The use of chemicals in agriculture is widespread and long-standing, and is 
regarded by most as integral to high productivity and maintenance of the 
quality of any product.

Herbicides, sanitisers, 
bactericides, fungicides, 
insecticides, defoliants, 
nematocides, rodenticides, 
acaricides, repellents, regulators, 
fumigants, preservatives,  

stabilisers and fertilizers containing these substances have, over the years, 
helped reduce stock and crop losses, improve animal health, and increase 
farmer income.

But in the early 1990s the Taranaki Regional Council became concerned that 
the legacy of this usage may have been an accumulation of residues and 
redundant agricultural chemicals on farms across the countryside.

Dregs left in partially used containers, containers with labels missing, chemicals 
transferred into other containers and left unidentified, stocks forgotten, 
particular chemicals whose usage was outlawed, changes in farm management 
practices rendering some chemicals obsolete, and even farmer dislike of 
unwanted side effects, may have resulted in cocktails of potentially hazardous 
wastes posing risks to the Taranaki community, incomes and livelihoods, and 
the region’s natural environment.

In the early 1990s, an increasing number of farmers were also expressing a 
desire to remove such chemicals from their properties, yet had no means of 
doing so in a practical and safe manner.

So the Taranaki Regional Council stepped in to help.

Because in 1990 there were a number of unknowns associated with any effort 
to collect, store and safely dispose of unwanted and redundant agricultural 
chemicals, the Council decided to run a series of trial collections in four 
different rural areas – an intensively farmed dairying area, inland hill country, 
a coastal hill area, and in a predominantly horticultural area. Each trial was 
designed to cover between 80 and 100 properties.

Staff involved were issued with protective clothing and respirators, and when 
they visited farms they took the necessary equipment and material to deal with 
any spilled chemicals or containers in poor condition. Special storage facilities 
were prepared to house any chemicals removed from farm properties.

Understanding what was out there 
1990/1991

Old garden chemicals 
sometimes contained 
arsenate, mercury or DDT.

…in the early 1990s, an increasing 
number of farmers were 
expressing a desire to remove such 
chemicals from their properties.
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Technical assistance was provided by New Plymouth-based agricultural 
chemicals manufacturing company DowElanco (NZ) Limited, which offered to 
help identify chemicals and advise on the best means of disposal, including 
taking responsibility for any of its own product recovered. 

The four trial collections took place between December 1990 and May 1991, 
during which a total of 362 farms were contacted. Of those, 18 (5%) made use 
of the collection service by either delivering chemicals to the Council or by 
requesting a collection.

Of the chemicals collected, most were found to be immediately reusable and 
were distributed for use by Taranaki’s three district councils and other parties. 
Less than one-quarter had to be passed on to DowElanco.

The average quantity of chemicals collected from each of the farms was 
12 kg. Based on that figure, the Council estimated that a total of about four 
tonnes of redundant agricultural chemicals could be recovered from all 
farms in Taranaki – a worthwhile amount.

Something else very important occurred as a result of the 
trial - the Council began to receive numerous calls from 
farmers in other parts of Taranaki, asking for assistance 
to dispose of their own unwanted chemicals or seeking 
information on when the programme would be run in 
their particular areas. So offering the service had clear 
benefits for strengthening the Council’s reputation in 
the rural community, as it went beyond the recognised 
inspection, regulatory and enforcement roles.

Clearly, there was demand for a collection programme 
to cover the whole of Taranaki. So the Taranaki Regional 
Council immediately set about organising it.

Farm chemicals stored in 
special facilities at the 
Taranaki Regional Council, 
awaiting appropriate disposal.

Unknown hazardous 
wastes were often 
dropped off in unlabelled 
or leaking containers.
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In June 1991 the Taranaki Regional Council sent out an identical letter to 5400 
rural delivery addresses in the region.

The Council asked farmers to check their garden and farm storage sheds to 
establish if there were any chemicals that they either did not want or could not 
identify. If so, the Council offered to remove them.

A total of 845 replies were received, with 84 requests for use of the collection 
service. The regional collection was held in July and August, and the results 
were spectacular – a total of 2100 litres and 6800 kg of agricultural chemicals 
were recovered.

Why was the total higher than had been 
anticipated on the basis of the trial programmes? 
It was because on a small number of farms, 
some large quantities were collected.

Spread over the floor of a storage shed on one farm was 1800 kg of 
superphosphate that had been blended with the now-banned insecticide DDT. 
Seven other properties in South Taranaki had large residual stocks of chemicals 
that had been used some years previously to deal with grass grub infestation. 
Quantities ranged from 150 kg to 1025 kg, and the total quantity for the seven 
was 3400 kg.

If the 2100 litres of chemicals was taken as the equivalent to 2100 kg, the 
average quantity collected per farm was 106 kg – and even if the eight farms 
where large quantities were recovered were excluded from the calculations, the 
average for the remaining farms was still 48 kg, way above that achieved in the 
trial collections.

Much of the recovered material was able to be recycled or returned to its 
manufacturers. The remainder was disposed of by the Council.

The first regional collection 
1991

…many of the items 
recovered were very 
old – 30 years or more

June 1991

Dear Farmers

Hazardous Wastes Collection

There is growing concern within the community over the adverse impacts upon farmland, stock, crops, waterways, and the general environment that could arise if unwanted or unidentified agricultural chemicals are spilt or disposed of in an unwise manner.

Recognising that the proper disposal of such chemicals can be a problem for farmers, the Taranaki Regional Council is taking steps to fund and organise a one-off collection of agricultural pesticides. With your help, this will be of great benefit to you and our region.

Yours faithfully

BG Chamberlain 
Chief Executive

Taranaki Regional Council letter to farmers, 1991
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Many or the recovered 
agrichemicals were 
returned to the 
manufacturer.

A significant point about this collection project was that many of the items 
recovered were very old – 30 years or more. A report on the collection pointed 
out that the Council had, therefore, dealt with the accumulated residues of the 
whole history of chemical usage in the region. With that in mind, there should 
be no need to repeat the programme in the foreseeable future.

But what about the urban areas? The success of the rural collection project led 
the Council to turn its attention to Taranaki’s towns.
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If several thousand kilograms of old and redundant agricultural chemicals could 
be collected from Taranaki’s farms, how much needed to be collected from the 
region’s towns?

That was a question the Taranaki Regional Council asked itself in the mid-
1990s. The Council had been buoyed by the success of the rural collection 
project in 1991 and the fact that it had been regularly recovering old 
agricultural chemicals from farm properties ever since.

So in 1995, building on the experience gathered from that project, the Council 
turned its attention to removing hazardous substances from Taranaki’s urban 
community.

There were many good reasons for doing this. By their very nature urban 
areas have far greater populations than rural areas, so the potential benefits 
from a collection of hazardous wastes included reducing the risk of accidental 
poisonings of residents and animals, and lessening the risk of accidental 
discharges of hazardous substances into sewers and stormwater systems.

Just like it did with the rural collection, the Council decided that a trial urban 
collection should be undertaken first. So it selected the central Taranaki towns 
of Stratford and Eltham for the trial, in what was a New Zealand first.

The collection was held on a Saturday morning in April, and targeted 
households. Industrial, trade or commercial premises were not included 
as those producing problem wastes should already have made their own 
arrangements for disposal through specialist waste management contractors.

Prior to the collection the trial was given plenty of publicity in newspapers 
and on radio, and via letterbox drops, with the Council going to considerable 
lengths to assure residents that this would not be an enforcement-based 
inspection. All the Council wanted to do was rid the two towns of problem 
hazardous wastes. 

Residents were invited to contact the Council prior to collection day to arrange 
collections from their homes, and on the day itself drop-off centres were set 
up in both towns where residents could take their hazardous wastes if they 
wished.

Residents were also advised on what types of wastes would be collected. 
They included garden sprays and chemicals, paints and adhesives, animal 
treatments such as rat poisons and flea shampoos, medicines, batteries, wood 
preservatives, household chemicals, rust removers, fluorescent tube starters, 
automotive fluids, vehicle batteries and smoke alarms.

Urban collection trialled 
1995

Household hazardous wastes 
often include unwanted items 
such as old paint.
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The project proved a major success. At the time of the collection the number 
of households in Stratford was 2145 and 850 in Eltham, and a total of 92 of 
the residents either dropped off hazardous wastes or arranged for them to be 
collected – a total response rate of 3.1%.

Compared to other parts of New Zealand and indeed the world, that rate of 
response was impressively high.

In another region, a district council operated a drop-off centre three times a 
year for residents to dispose of household hazardous wastes - the response 
was about 0.5%. In the United States the Environment Protection Agency 
reported that few such collection programmes were able to boast participation 
of even 1%, and that several had a response rate of less than 0.2%.

The urban waste collection trial saw 
a total of 1606 kg of potentially 
hazardous wastes collected, 
an average of 17.5 kg 
per household that 
participated.

The Council deemed the trial a success. It achieved its 
primary objective of removing dangerous chemicals, 
particularly organochlorines, from Stratford and Eltham 
and therefore reducing the risk of spillages. Not only 
that, but the publicity the collection enjoyed meant that 
residents of other urban areas in Taranaki began to 
inquire if and when similar collections would be held in 
their towns.

Notice to 
householders, 
1995.

Hazardous wastes being 
sorted at the Taranaki 
Regional Council, 1995.

the urban waste collection 
trial saw a total of 1606 kg of 
potentially hazardous wastes 
collected, an average of 17.5 kg 
per household that participated.
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In its Annual Plan for the 1996/97 financial year, the Taranaki Regional Council 
committed to undertaking collections of unwanted hazardous wastes from six 
towns spread over most of the region – Waverley, Patea, Hawera, Inglewood, 
Waitara and Urenui.

But what about New Plymouth, the biggest urban area in Taranaki? 
At the time the Annual Plan was formalised there was 
uncertainty over how the Taranaki Regional Council would 
cope with such a collection in New Plymouth, given that 
it would be more than three times the size of any other 
collection. So the Plan made no mention of anything 
for the city.

The New Plymouth District Council then came to the 
rescue with an offer to assist – and that, combined 
with increasing public demand, prompted the Taranaki 
Regional Council to include New Plymouth in the 
programme, thus completing the regional coverage of 
urban hazardous waste collections.

A tremendous amount of planning was required for a 
collection programme of this magnitude, involving a strict 

schedule of 
publicity followed 
immediately by the 
collections themselves.

The programme began 
in October 1996 with the 
delivery of publicity fliers to 

households in Waitotara, followed by the actual hazardous wastes collection on 
a Saturday two weeks later – and while that collection was going on, publicity 
fliers were delivered to households in Waverley, with that town’s collection 
scheduled for a Saturday two weeks later.

The leap-frogging continued until the end of November that year covering 
Patea and Hawera. Then, after a break for Christmas and New Year, the 

programme started again in March 1997 targeting Inglewood, Waitara and 
finally New Plymouth, ending in mid-May.

So how did it go? The collection was a huge success - overall, a total of 5879 
kg of hazardous wastes was collected during the series of collection days. 

There were differences town by town (see table). The rural towns of South 
Taranaki had a higher volume of wastes brought in per person while the 
number of participants was low. Participation was higher in the more urban 
areas in North Taranaki but the amount of waste brought in per person was 
much less.

Taking the collections to towns 
1996/1997

Urban residents had the 
opportunity to dispose of 
household hazardous wastes.

Known hazardous wastes 
were labelled for sorting 
and appropriate disposal.

…by the end of 1997, through the  
rural and urban operations, the 
taranaki regional council had cleared 
the region of more than 27 tonnes of 
unwanted hazardous wastes.
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Town
Number of 

participants: 
total households

% of 
households

Waste 
collected 

(kg)
Comments

Waitotara 4:218 1.8 661 Mainly agricultural chemicals

Waverley 10:701 1.4 198 Included a large amount 
of engine oils and vehicle 
batteries as well as 
agricultural chemicals

Patea 5:900 0.6 339 Mainly agricultural chemicals

Hawera 36:4,936 0.7 1,400 Mainly agricultural chemicals 
and paints

Inglewood 49:2,129 2.3 758 Mainly agricultural chemicals 
and animal remedies

Waitara 64:3,055 2.1 639 Mainly agricultural chemicals. 
Large number of PCB ballasts 
and capacitors.

New Plymouth 
Bell Block

439:18,884 2.3 1,884 41% of waste related to 
gardening and farming 
activities.

Total 5,879

Further, an additional 1980 kg of waste was gathered from individual collections 
carried out during the 1996/97 year, meaning that the overall collection effort 
netted almost eight tonnes of hazardous waste – an excellent effort.

Of the total, 27% was reused or recycled, 26% could be disposed of to 
landfills, 14% was sent away for specialised treatment and disposal, 12% 
was returned to manufacturers, 2% was disposed of to the sewer, and the 
remaining 19% was held in secure storage until appropriate disposal options 
became available.

The success of the region-wide urban waste collection meant that by the end 
of 1997, through the rural and urban operations, the Taranaki Regional Council 
had cleared the region of more than 27 tonnes of unwanted hazardous wastes.

The collections were 
well covered by the 
Taranaki media.

The Daily News 19 March 1997
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No matter how successful any region-wide collection of hazardous waste is, at 
the end of it all a persistent question will always remain: how much more is 
out there?

As Taranaki entered the new millennium, the Taranaki Regional Council decided 
to answer that. In late 2000 it decided to organise a second region-wide 
collection. Support was gained from the three district councils, and April and 
May of 2001 were confirmed as the dates for the big operation.

Such projects are major undertakings. The 2001 collection required 
39,000 publicity pamphlets to be printed and distributed to 
every household in the region. An advertising campaign was 
arranged for newspapers and radio over four weeks leading up 
to and during the collections. Staff needed to be briefed and 
trained – and the Taranaki Regional Council 
staff involved were required to dedicate a 
total of 76 days to the project.

For the first time rural and urban collections were combined in one 
region-wide project. Collection points were set up at Stratford, Hawera, 
Opunake, Waitara, Inglewood and New Plymouth, with smaller sites at 
Eltham, Patea, Waverley, Okato, and Urenui.

In terms of numbers of households that used the collection, the 
2001 operation proved more successful than the earlier collections. Of the 
38,836 households in the region, 810 participated in the project – more than 
2%. Okato made the most use of the service, with 5.24% of households 
participating, while Hawera made the least use with 0.86% (still higher than 
the 1996 rate).

Total quantities of hazardous wastes were also higher – a total of more than 
13 tonnes of material was recovered. Close to half the total quantity were 
agricultural chemicals and animal remedies, while paint comprised 14%, waste 

oils and solvents 13%, PCBs 7%,  batteries 
6%, and household cleaners and swimming 
pool chemicals 5%.

Some interesting items turned up in the 
collections. These included boxes of detonators, 

half a sack of matchboxes, banned fireworks, some 
medicines that were more than 50 years old that included 

‘Dr Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People’ which claimed to cure almost anything, 
and no less than 100 kg of dry cell torch batteries that had been carefully 
saved by just one family.

Time to clean out the shed 
2001 and 2004

Industry specialists assisted 
with the identification and 
sorting of wastes.

Some unusual or dangerous 
items were dropped off at the 
collections for safe disposal.

Old fly killer collected in 
New Plymouth in 2001
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Making full use of the collections 
Maureen Gatenby

One person who has made full use of hazardous waste collection services is 
Opunake’s Maureen Gatenby. She’s used it from several angles too – as a vet, 
as a farmer, and in more recent years as a householder living in town.

“We used to have a sheep farm at Te Kiri, and like most farms we had old 
stock of various items such as drenches that had been superseded by new 
products,” Mrs Gatenby says. 

“As a vet, I also had stocks of various animal remedies that had also been 
superseded. 

“So as soon as we heard of the hazardous waste collections, we made good 
use of them by getting rid of it all.”

One time, Mrs Gatenby missed the day of a collection. “I’d heard that the 
Taranaki Regional Council had organised for the material from the collection to 
be immediately transported to Auckland, so I e-mailed the Council to find out if 
I could get my material to the Council in time.

“The Council officers said the hazardous waste was leaving at 
9am the next day – so in a mad scramble, we threw the stuff on 
the back of our ute and got it to Stratford in time.”

Maureen Gatenby considers it important that all Taranaki 
residents go to the effort to safely dispose of hazardous wastes.

“It’s much better to dispose of it the correct way, than to dig a 
hole and pour it down there. That sort of thing horrifies me – it’s simply not 
the right thing to do,” she says.

Maureen 
Gatenby

“It’s much better to dispose 
of it the correct way, than 
to dig a hole and pour it 
down there.”
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Obviously the message regarding the benefits of safely disposing of hazardous 
wastes was getting out. More and more people wanted to participate. 

In 2004 a further hazardous waste collection was organised for Taranaki’s 
rural areas. The Ministry for the Environment, concerned about unwanted 
hazardous substances sitting around in properties throughout rural New 
Zealand, provided financial assistance for another Taranaki operation. Once 
again the Taranaki Regional Council and the region’s three district councils 

jointly organised the operation.

And once again, this collection 
was slightly different to the earlier 
versions – it also included a 
strong educational campaign.

“It’s time to clean out the 
shed!” said a pamphlet produced by the Ministry for the Environment 
for the operation. 

The pamphlet was sent to all farmers in Taranaki, pointing out the 
risks of storing hazardous wastes and encouraging them to make 
use of the free collection and disposal service.

The three permanent facilities provided by district councils 
for the safe disposal of hazardous wastes at other times 
were also publicised. 

During one week in April 2004, collection points were set 
up at Kaimata, Douglas, Mahoe, Auroa, Tongaporutu, Urenui, 
Alton, Waitotara, Okato and Rahotu. A specially equipped vehicle dubbed a 
Hazmobile was set up for half a day at each site to take the wastes away for 
safe, environmentally friendly disposal.

The “Hazmobile” at 
Waitotara during the 
2004 rural hazardous 
wastes collection.

One of the more interesting 
items collected in 2001 was a 
quantity of banned fireworks.

interestingly, the amount of 
agricultural chemical waste 
received was well down on 
previous collections – strong 
proof of their success.


