Rats

Rattus sspp.

Norway rat
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Ship rat (top) is most easily distinguished by its
tail which is longer than its body. Kiore (bottom)
is the smallest of the species (adult hind foot
length to 31mm).
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DESCRIPTION

Rats have a stout body, heavy tail and
relatively small ears.

Rats are omnivores and rather
opportunistic feeders. Most active at night,
they tend to avoid new objects
encountered in otherwise familiar territory.

VALUES AT RISK

Ecological values.
Rats prey on native chicks, eggs, insects
and spiders

STRATEGY RULES

There is no rule requiring you to control
rats. Any control is voluntary.
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HOW TO CONTROL RATS
Poisoning,

Using any rodent bait available from most
supermarkets and local farm stores.

The most important issue when poisoning
rats is to pulse feed. This means to put bait
out and leave for a set time before
applying more bait. Ensure you use bait
stations which prevent the rat from
removing the bait from the station.

Trapping using purpose built rat traps
available from most local farm stores
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