
Welcome to term 3

S c h o o l s i n t h e e n v i r o n m e n t n e w s l e t t e r

This issue of SITE contains some information relating to Civil Defence Emergency Management

which may be new to some people. Unfortunately disasters of various sorts seem to be occurring

more often in recent times and it is vital that our community and schools are well prepared for

when, rather than if, an emergency situation arises. There are some key messages overleaf in

relation to this and I hope that everyone becomes aware of them very soon.

Congratulations to the schools that either have

a waste reduction programme up and running

or are in the process of doing so. There is no

doubt that the benefits of waste reduction are

becoming widely accepted. Last term we

enjoyed working with several schools at BOT,

staff and class levels on a wide range of waste

reduction programmes. I have been pleasantly

surprised at the depth of knowledge many

children have. However I was a little surprised

to hear from one five year old recently who

enlightened me with the comment that

whenever she thinks of rubbish she thinks of

me. I can hear some people saying that the

little girl is obviously extremely perceptive!

Remember we have personnel here who can

offer assistance to you at whatever stage you

are at, so please get in touch if you think we

can help.

A big thank you to the large number of

children who have been involved in riparian

planting activities over the last few months.

Some of this involvement is a result of schools

holding planting sessions in nearby areas,

whilst other children have taken part in

community planting sessions out of school

hours. Whatever the situation the benefits of

having children involved in such programmes

are obvious. It has been most encouraging to

see their enthusiasm and to hear them express

their knowledge of how riparian planting

benefits the environment.

In the last SITE we mentioned that it was our

intention to make our display room more

effective in terms of children being more

involved in activities by using the displays as

key resources. In keeping with this we now

have completed a wide ranging set of

questions which are graded in difficulty from

straight information gathering through to

inferential. If you would like a copy of the

questions and/or wish to use either the display

room or the aquarium please give me a call.

Thank you to all those teachers and schools

who have invited me to be involved in your

programmes. Remember I am available to

offer assistance with a range of Environmental

Education topics at individual, syndicate or full

staff level. Please don’t hesitate to ask.

Once again a big thank you to you all, your

enthusiasm to promote 'Environmental

Education' is greatly appreciated.

Have a great term everyone.
Kevin Archer

For assistance or information on

environmental education contact:

Kevin Archer,

Taranaki Regional Council

Private Bag 713, Stratford

Ph: 06 765 7127 Fax: 06 765 5097

E-mail: education@trc.govt.nz

www.trc.govt.nz

Education Officer
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: Taranaki Regional Council’s

Education Officer (Kevin Archer) has the close

attention of some pupils from ‘Tui’ Class, Midhirst

School. a large spiny star found by the students.

Answers from page 3
Time line:

Jumbled sentences:

Match up:

Brain teaser:

A=1886, B=1931, C=1968,

D=1755, E=65 million years ago, F=1953,

G=1918, H=1995, I=1988.

1=In an earthquake you are

usually safer indoors rather than outdoors. 2=It is

not a good idea to run down to the beach to watch

a tsunami arrive. 3=Emergency Management

Headquarters in our region are located in New

Plymouth. 4=A public health threat is identified

as a significant hazard in New Zealand. 5=The

Egmont Volcanic Centre is one of eight volcanic

areas in the North Island.

1=G, 2=H, 3=I, 4=J, 5=A, 6=K,

7=D, 8=F, 9=C, 10=E, 11=B.

the gentleman was Robyn’s father.
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Many of you will be familiar with the Civil

Defence Resource Kit for Primary Schools. We

are currently reviewing the material contained

therein and will soon have available some

additions to the kit, parts of which we will

discuss at our next professional development

session scheduled for Thursday 25 August at

Civil Defence Emergency Management

Headquarters in New Plymouth. Course

registration forms are included in some SITES

but you will need to register early as numbers

are limited to the first 25 received.

Week beginning 19 September. This very

worthwhile campaign is co-ordinated by the

district council in your area and we at the

Taranaki Regional Council fully support it. I

urge you to register your school if you haven’t

already done so. Should you wish to carry out

a stream clean up please contact Kevin Archer.

The Ministry of Civil Defence Emergency

Management is again planning a series of

activities during the second week in October as

part of 2005 Disaster Reduction Week.

The Taranaki CDEM Group will be promoting

an awareness campaign during the week. Keep

your eyes and ears open ...

Midhirst School

CDEM staff are employed by the Taranaki

Regional Council and are based at the Civil

Defence Emergency Management Operations

Centre at Marsland Hill, Robe St, New

Plymouth. It is in an excellent facility from

which key personnel can coordinate a response

to any emergency happening in our region.

The back page of your phone book and the

radio remain key information sources in the

event of an emergency.

Surveys show that in urban areas the majority

of homes do not have an alternative water

supply, do not have a household emergency

plan or a basic survival kit.

CDEM's role in an emergency is to coordinate

the collective efforts of responding

organizations.

Professional development afternoon
Fifteen teachers spent an interesting three hours at the Taranaki Regional Council on May 12.

They viewed a powerpoint presentation which outlined the Council’s role in environmental

management, were entertained by Senior Pest Management Officer Steve Ellis and looked at some

possibilities for using environmental games in their class programmes.

Facts and figures about Civil Defence
Emergency Management (CDEM)

Floods are easily the most common cause of

civil defence declarations in New Zealand.

Overseas experience shows that approximately

half of the deaths from earthquakes are

caused by fires that start from damaged gas

pipes and electrical wiring.

The centre of a cyclone is called the 'eye' and

this is usually a time of relatively light winds

with no rain. People have sometimes

mistakenly thought the easing of the weather

is an indicator that the cyclone danger has

passed when in fact the relative calmness has

been caused by the 'eye of the cyclone' being

in the area above them. Inevitably, and

sometimes with tragic consequences, the

cyclone has returned in its full fury.

Taranaki Regional Council’s Waste Minimisation Officer Richard Fitzpatrick has the close attention

of three Frankley School pupils as they begin the task of analysing just what goes into their waste

bins. This activity was part of the school’s junior syndicate investigation into reducing, reusing and

recycling. Frankley is one of a number of schools currently promoting waste minimisation

programmes. Hopefully the children will take this good practice beyond the school gate.

Civil Defence

Emergency Management Group

Frankley School
REDUCE~REUSE~RECYCLE
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Civil Defence Emergency Management

25 August 2005

Clean up New Zealand
Taranaki Campaign

Disaster Reduction Week
9-15 October 2005

Teacher workshop



How many words of three or more letters can

you make from the grid below?. Each word

must contain the middle letter. Can you get

one nine-letter word?

E

H

N

M

A

Y

I

C

R

Fair

Good

Very good

Excellent

WOW!

10

15

20

25

30+

Target word

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

noteworthy disaster

an area of land

relating to citizens

all products of a volcanic eruption

a convulsion of the Earth's surface

a heavy fall of rain

not artificial

people who live in a particular area

the emission of rocks, lava etc from a volcano

staff or workers

an identified or unidentified risk

natural

community

eruption

personnel

catastrophe

hazard

tephra

deluge

civil

earthquake

region

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

J.

K.

Essential utilities failure

High winds - hurricanes,

tornadoes, cyclones

Biological threat -

Hazardous substance - spillage

or leakage -

Supposing your domestic water supply

became contaminated, would you be able to

guarantee three days supply from an

alternative source?

- It is 17 years

since Cyclone Bola visited and those of us

who were here will remember it well.

For example, an

outbreak of foot and mouth disease (cattle).

Fortunately the recent scare on Waiheke

Island was a hoax.

Spillages could result

from a wide range of causes.

Juni r Environmentalists Page
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Parliament passed in 2002 an Act called 'The

Civil Defence Emergency Management Act

2002' which required that a Civil Defence

Emergency Management Group be

established in Taranaki and that an 'all

hazards' approach be adopted in Civil

Defence Emergency Group plans. Formerly

Civil Defence organizations were required to

deal with natural events only.

The CDEM Group was formed with its

personnel comprising the three district

council mayors in our region plus a

representative from the Taranaki Regional

Council (CDEMG).

This group was charged with the task of

writing up a CDEM plan which was officially

approved on November 23 last year and has

a currency of five years from that date.

The Act required the formation of a

Coordinating Executive Group which

comprises representatives of various agencies

and interest groups all of whom have roles to

play in emergency management.

During an emergency a Group Controller will

provide strategic advice and direction to the

key response agencies such as Police, Fire,

Health and other government departments.

Emergency Management Ph: 06 758 1110 or 0800 736 222

Email: emo@trc.govt.nz ~ Website: www.trc.govt.nz

(24 hours)

?
What are the top ten

identified hazards

in our region?

Civil Defence Emergency Management
WHAT IS

CDEM?

Why is there no mention

of a tsunami?

7

8

9

When one thinks of a major disaster I guess

the word 'tsunami' springs immediately to

mind and happily its omission from our 'top

ten' is not a mistake. After all many of us live

close to the coast but for a number of reasons

the risk or impact of a tsunami in our region

is not considered to be significant.

10

In the event of a family being required to

evacuate their home they will need to take

all of the survival items plus:

After considerable research and subsequent

analysis the following hazards have been

identified as our 'top ten'. The hazards are

listed below in an order based on a formula

which uses a combination of the likelihood of

a hazard occurring and its possible impact.

For example the SARS virus. We live in a

global situation and as such we are not nearly

as isolated from such catastrophes as we

used to be.

Despite progress being made to prevent the

damage from flooding, many areas remain

vulnerable.

New Zealand is known as the Shaky Isles for

good reason and we have a local fault line

which runs from the outskirts of Inglewood to

Waverley.

We live close to a volcano which at present is

in a state of quiescence - it's having a little

sleep but without question it will one day

wake up.

Plans are in place should the design of the

flood protection works be exceeded.

This would involve

structural failure of a large dam or building.

Public health threat

Flooding - eastern hill country

Earthquake - local fault

Volcanic eruption -

Mt Egmont/Taranaki

Flooding - Lower Waitara Valley

Structural failure -

1

2

3

4

5

6

There are several things you can do at school

and at home to be prepared and to reduce

the impact of an emergency situation. All

households need a

consisting of:

basic survival kit

Torch

Transistor radio

Spare batteries

Food for at least three days

Emergency water (three days)

First aid kit

Cooker/gas bottle

Blankets/sleeping bag

Essential medicines

Towels & toiletries

Baby needs/toys

Extra clothing

Family documents

Cash

3Rs and the 4Rs
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It is a given that all teachers know a great

deal about the 3Rs but their knowledge of the

4Rs when related to CDEM may be hazy.

and deal with how we

manage both the hazards and the risks whilst

and deal with how we

manage the emergencies.

Reduction readiness

response recovery

In an emergency you could be on your own for , maybe more.three days

www.trc.govt.nz

www.mcdem.govt.nz

www.eqiq.org.nz

www.geonet.org.nz

www.metservice.co.nz

www.minedu.govt.nz

Useful websites

The Mount Tarawera eruption which buried

the Pink and White Terraces and killed

hundreds of people from nearby villages.

An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8

on the Richter scale caused widespread

destruction and many deaths in Napier.

The inter-island ferry Wahine sank in

Wellington Harbour causing over 50

people to lose their lives.

The last eruption of Mt Taranaki which

was called the Burrell Eruption.

Place these natural disasters in their correct chronological (time) order from the earliest to the

most recent. If you want to guess the years or approximate years of the disasters please do so.

See if you can unjumble each word to make a sentence related to an

emergency of some sort. The words are in their correct order except for

number 5 where the words are out of order to really challenge you. Good luck!.

1. ni na quaaeerthk ouy rea llyuuas fersa oordsni rrthae ntha oooutdrs.

2. ti si ton a doog deai ot nur wodn ot het eachb ot atwch a imanust rrivea.

3. ycengerme aaeemmgntn qauheadrrste ni uor oinreg rea tedolca ni wen mouylpht.

4. a lpicub aehlth tthrae si fiiieeddtn sa a tnasiiifncg aazhdr ni ewn aazelnd.

5. reaas si hte het ntrece cinaclov dnalsi nomtge iccanlov hteig noe fo ni rthon

Jumble sentences
A brain teaser with nothing whatsoever to

do with emergency management.

A girl named Robyn had a gentleman visit her

in her flat. The gentleman was engrossed in

a book about chess when a friend of Robyns

arrived for a cup of coffee. The

friend who was a little nosey

wanted to know who the

gentleman was and how

long Robyn had known him.

Robyn answered by saying

that she has known him

for virtually all of her life

and his mother is the

mother-in-law of my mother.

Who was he?

Brain teaser

This picture shows essential supplies that were

airlifted to people in isolated communities

after the Waitotara floods in February 2004.

four days

Answers on page 4

A huge asteroid hit NZ and wiped out

amongst other things the dinosaurs.

The Tangiwai train disaster which

resulted in 151 people being killed.

NZ's worst influenza (flu) epidemic

which resulted in over 8000 deaths.

The most recent eruption of Mt Ruapehu.

Cyclone Bola which caused considerable

damage in our region and even more on

the East Coast of the North Island.

Time line

Match-up Match the word on the left with the correct definition from the right column.

Tangiwai train disaster

Wahine disaster

Napier earthquake

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I


